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City of Norwalk 

Mayor’s Water Quality Committee Meeting 

November 1, 2018 

Minutes 
 

CALL TO ORDER 6:00 PM  

 

 ATTENDANCE 
Members: John Romano, Geoff Steadman, Steve Bartush, Joe Schnierlein, Pete Johnson,  

John Crespo, Diane Lauricella, Dick Harris, Jim Bartley    

Staff: Thomas Closter 

  Guests: Deb Goldstein, Brian Watson, Chris Malik 

              

PUBLIC COMMENT  

None 

 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

Accepted   

 

DISCUSSION 
 

1) Chairman Schnierlein discussed that Aquarion is filing a permit to take water from a well that 
was first drilled in 1982 in Cannondale next to the Norwalk River and they want to draw up to 1 
million gallons per day. This will impact the level of the water table, the flow of the river, area 
wetlands, nearby private wells and the dissolved oxygen and salinity levels in the harbor. The 
water will go to Southwest Fairfield County towns to improve drought resiliency. Other concerns 
is when water tables are drawn down it causes the soil to compress which then causes more 
water to run off during rain events and increased flooding from the runoff. With a lower water 
table, the river itself will be lower, and that could impact people who have well water. One 
solution is that Aquarion, during periods of drought, should dig their reservoirs deeper and 
wider so they can hold more water. The Water Quality Committee would like to make a 
recommendation to the Mayor to have the City Attorneys and the Conservation office review 
the permit. 
 

2) Chairman Schnierlein was pleased to report that a representative from the Department of 
Energy and Environmental Protection and the Norwalk River Watershed Association were 
attending the Mayor’s Water Quality meeting to help keep the lines of communication open.  
 

3) John Romano asked about the removal of the Flock Process Dam and its potential watershed 
impact on Norwalk Harbor. Chris Malik from DEEP stated the goal was to return the area to its 
natural habitat. It is a joint partnership between the City of Norwalk, DEEP and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. The project will improve public safety, promotes ecosystem health including 
natural sediment transport which supports coastal wetland and beach development. Removal of 
the dam will increase the available spawning and nursery habitat for migratory fish such as 
alewife and blueback herring and increase the abundance of these species in Long Island Sound.  
John also stated a grant from the State or Eversource, as much as $250,000, is needed for 
equipment and consultants to monitor water quality during the Walk Bridge replacement.  
  

4) Chairman Schnierlein said monitoring stations upstream and downstream from the proposed 
bridge work should be set up at least a year before construction to monitor what is normal 
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before work commences. These stations could cost $15,000 to $20,000 and ideally measure the 
surface water as well as the bottom water which would require a minimum of 4 stations. 
Monitoring should include dissolved oxygen, salinity, turbidity, and nitrogen and be continuous 
24/7.  
 

5) Diane Lauricella talked about The Council on Environmental Quality and the principle of water as 
a public resource held in trust for the residents of Connecticut.  
 

6) Steve Bartush stated that CTDOT will be providing an overview of the construction phases of the 
Walk Bridge Project at the Shellfish Commission Meeting immediately following the Mayor’s 
Water Quality Meeting. 
 

7) Next meeting scheduled for Thursday, December 6, 2018 at 6:00pm in the Health Department 
Library. 
 

  Meeting Adjourned 7:00pm 

 

NEXT MEETING:  Thursday, December 6, 2018 @6:00pm Health Department 

Library.  

                                     

 
Minutes by Thomas Closter 

 












