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CITY OF NORWALK 

COMMON COUNCIL ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

SPECIAL MEETING 

JUNE 20, 2023 

BY VIDEOCONFERENCE AND TELECONFERENCE 

 

 

ATTENDANCE: Lisa Shanahan, Chair; David Heuvelman; Joshua Goldstein;  

Nora Niedzielski Eichner (7:10 p.m.) 

 

STAFF: Brian Candela, Corporation Counsel; Pedro Metta, Capital Access 

Manager, Business Development Center 

 

OTHERS:  Diana Revolus, Common Council member 

 

1. ROLL CALL: 

 

Ms. Shanahan called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. and called the Roll.  A Quorum was not 

present.  

 

2. PUBLIC HEARING (possible action on): 

 

A public hearing was not scheduled this evening.  

 

3. PUBLIC HEARING DISCUSSION: 

 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

Ms. Shanahan reviewed the public comment procedures. 

 

Public participation comments are not verbatim and represent a summarization of statements 

unless otherwise noted.  Speakers are Norwalk residents unless otherwise noted.  

 

Ms. Diane Lauricella thanked the Committee members for engaging in this important issue.  She 

said she was not sure it was ready for a final vote and reviewed sections of the Ordinance she 

would like the Committee to consider.  

 

Ms. Lauricella asked the Committee to consider any incentives to help cover people with the cost 

to convert from the use of gas blowers to electric blowers.  
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Mr. William Wrenn asked if he could play a video showing why it is so objectional that gas 

blowers are allowed. Mr. Candela asked him to send the video to him for review and if ok, will 

present it at the public hearing. 

 

Mr. Wrenn talked about the noise and stench from the gas powered blowers.  He said that electric 

blowers is a good step, but feels people should be persuaded to not use anything.  This would 

enhance the quality of life and would be a small cost to the businesses.  

 

Ms. Betty Ball spoke in favor of the common sense limit on gas blowers.  

 

Ms. Jess Parker spoke in support of the ban as written.    

 

Mr. A. J. Cassuto, AJ. Landscaping Service said the time to do the job will be longer with electric 

blowers.  He explained that the cost of a gas blower was significantly less than that of a battery 

blower.  In addition, the battery life is an hour and a half.  He expressed concern about fires when 

charging the batteries and about the disposal of the batteries.  

 

Mr. Cassuto said there are 500 registered landscapers in Norwalk, but there are three on the call.  

He said he was notified last night about this meeting. He said a better job has to be done to 

inform landscapers rather than the general public. 

 

Mr. Tyson Canevari, Signature Landscaping said he found out from a source that this meeting 

was taking place.  He explained that he works all day with this equipment and this is how he 

makes his living. He said they do properties with 20 plus homes and asked how they could do 

that with electric equipment. He said this seems to be a feel good thing. He said he feels they are 

being attacked unnecessarily and said there is sewage spilling into Long Island Sound, but no 

one is crying about that. He suggested finding the people who run their blowers on Sundays. He 

said this is how he provides for his family. 

 

Mr. Martin Devani, Countour Landscaping.  He said everyone makes good points, but Mr. Wrenn 

and Ms. Ball did not mention the people killed from the lithium batteries.  He said this is a 

problem.  They are being asked to put battery backpacks on the men and in the truck and in the 

shop; they could blow up.  He asked if Public Works and the golf courses are being allowed to 

use gas blowers.  

 

Ms. Laura Mirra, Village Creek said they are in transition mode from gas blowers to electric 

equipment. She said it has been astonishing and they are very happy with the outcome.  She 

expressed support for the ban.  
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Mr. Jeff Cordolac, Fairfield County resident said he runs a landscaping company that is all 

electric.  This is their fifth season and said the health impact is significant. He said the equipment 

is strong enough and they have not had any issues. 

 

Ms. Betsy Wrenn spoke in support of the Ordinance and said it is overdue.  She said they are 

miserable all summer long.  The blowers destroy any peaceful enjoyment in their yard.   

 

There were no other speakers; however, residents had submitted letters that will be attached to 

the minutes.  

 

5. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES: 

 

• May 16, 2023 – regular meeting of the ordinance committee 

 

There was no action taken at this time. 

 

6. OLD BUSINESS: 

 

• Discuss and vote on Leaf Blower ordinance. 

 

Ms. Shanahan encouraged the Landscapers to stay on the call.   She explained how this 

Ordinance came about and said they thought long and hard about the impact on landscapers.  She 

said they also looked at a seasonal ban.  

 

Ms. Niedzielski Eichner joined the meeting at 7:10 p.m. 

 

Mr. Candela shared his screen.  Ms. Shanahan reviewed the Ordinance. 

 

Mr. Goldstein said they need to be cognizant of the ban dates and how they are going to handle 

the situation three years from now if the technology is not there.  

 

Mr. Metta said any business in Norwalk can reach out to him.  He said he has multiple programs 

and information on how to obtain grants or loans.  He added that the process works really well.  

 

Mr. Heuvelman said he supports Mr. Metta’s work and the Business Development Center. He 

added that he is in support of this Ordinance and feels the technology is closer than people think 

it is.  

 

** MR. HEUVELMAN MOVED THE ORDINANCE TO A PUBLIC HEARING 

BASED ON THE DOCUMENTED AMENDMENTS  

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY  
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5. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES: 

 

• May 16, 2023 – regular meeting of the ordinance committee 

 

With the arrival of Ms. Niedzielski Eichner a Quorum was present.  

 

** MR. HEUVELMAN MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES AS PRESENTED 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

Mr. Candela read letter submitted by Ms. Deanna D’Amore, Director of Health and Ms. Louise 

Washer.  These letters will be attached to the minutes.  

 

7. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

There was no new business discussed this evening. 

 

8. DISCUSSION ITEM: 

 

There were no additional discussion items presented this evening. 

 

9. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

There was no further business, and the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Rosemarie Lombardi 

Telesco Secretarial Services 
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