To allow public access, anyone may access a meeting by telephone, Zoom, and/or the
City of Norwalk YouTube channel. Specific instructions and links can be found at
www.norwalkct.org/meetings.

\ Members of the public can use a telephone to call in, attend, listen and comment during the
meeting. However, they will not be able to see any of the meeting participants. Each meeting will
use a unique Meeting/Webinar ID. For the current meeting, the meeting ID is 879 4151 0699, the
passcode is 559415 and the call in number is 646-558-8656. The information can also be found

\ using the link above.

Upon written request not less than 24 hours prior to the meeting, a member of the public can
request a physical location to attend this virtual meeting at City Hall. Such a member of the public
will be provided access to a telephone so that they can attend the meeting in real time. The member
of the public can call in, attend, listen and comment during the meeting. However, they will not be
able to see any of the meeting participants. Each meeting will use a unique Meeting/Webinar ID. For
the current meeting, the 879 4151 0699, the passcode is 559415 and the call in number is 646-
558-8656. The information can also be found using the link above. A set of instructions will be left
with the telephone for the member of the public to use in order to access the meeting.

p Members of the public who wish to “view the meeting live” and/or "provide live comments" can use

@ the Zoom meeting platform by going to either www.norwalkct.org/meetings or https://norwalkct-
org.zoom.us/j/879415106997pwd=YUhWSGFNOVo00aHFjTkNiSkpaY0VNZz09 and clicking on
the “View/Participate Live on Zoom® link that is on the line with the meeting date and time. All
participants will be muted upon entering the meeting. To speak, click the “raise your hand indicator”
and you will called on by the host of the meeting during the public comment section.

Members of the public who wish to view the meeting, but are not participating, can view a live

u stream on the City of Norwalk YouTube channel. This stream is delayed by approximately 20
seconds. Please find the information using the link above. The meeting recording and minutes
will be posted on the City of Norwalk website within seven (7) days after the meeting.

= Members of the public who wish to provide public comment are encouraged to submit those
© via email in advance of the meeting. For these comments to be read into the record, they
should be submitted at least three hours in advance of the meeting start time. Please email
Brian Candela at bcandela@norwalkct.gov to provide written public comment prior to the meeting.
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COMMON COUNCIL ORDINANCE COMMITTEE
SPECIAL MEETING

January 30, 2024
7:00 p.m. — By Videoconference and Teleconference

AGENDA

1. ROLL CALL:
2. PUBLIC HEARING (possible action on):
3. PUBLIC HEARING DISCUSSION:
4. PUBLIC COMMENT:
5. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:
e January 16, 2024 — regular meeting of the ordinance committee
6. OLD BUSINESS:

e Discuss and vote on Ordinance Establishing an Advisory Committee for the Reapportionment of
Common Council Voting Districts with Attorney Steve Mednick.

7. NEW BUSINESS:
8. DISCUSSION ITEM:

9. ADJOURNMENT:
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CITY OF NORWALK
COMMON COUNCIL ORDINANCE COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
JANUARY 16, 2024
VIA ZOOM

ATTENDANCE:  Lisa Shanahan, Chair; Jalin Sead, Heather Dunn, Johan Lopez, Melissa
Murray, Josh Goldstein, Nora Niedzielski-Fichner (7:21pm)

STAFF: Brian Candela, Corporation Counsel; Jessica Vonashek, Tyisha Tomes,
Sharon Connors, William Ireland, Stuart Wells
OTHERS: Darlene Young (Council President), Steve Mednick, Esq.
ROLL CALL

Ms. Shanahan called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. A quorum was present.

PUBLIC HEARING (possible action on):

None

PUBLIC HEARING DISCUSSION

None

PUBLIC COMMENT

I) Diane Lauricella

Ms. Lauricella spoke about Chapter 9-3 and also 58(a) and doesn’t feel there should be a vote
tonight and provided examples to the committee.

2) Lisa Brinton

Ms. Brinton spoke about the Blight ordinance and how it will be enforced. She also spoke about
the Redistricting Plan and how the members will be selected for the committee.

3) Jennifer Magnole

Ms. Magnole spoke about the Blight ordinance mainly enforcement of complaints and the follow
up.
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4) Richard Bonenfant

M. Bonenfant spoke about the sale of city property. He was also questioning the redistricting
committee.

5) Fred Wilms

Mr. Wilms spoke on redistricting and who is going to sit on the commission, it needs to be even
numbers.

6) Lisa Henederson

Ms. Henderson spoke about Blight and redistricting
7) Alex Weaver

Muted & was removed
8) Scott Mason

Muted & was remover
9) Diane Paladino

Ms. Paladino spoke about Blight and redistricting
10) Mitzy Bephe

Muted & was removed

The commission explained how the public comment portion of the meeting works.
11) Ana Tabachneck

Ms. Tabachneck spoke about Blight
12) Diane CeCe

Ms. Cece agrees with everyone else and had additional Blight concerns
13) Rudy Hess

Muted and was removed
14) Annalise Frankfort

Was removed
15)Rex Yuden

Was removed

At this point the committee cut off public comment and announced that the police were notified.
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ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES

Acceptance of the minutes were skipped over by Ms. Shanahan.

OLD BUSINESS

Discuss and vote on Section 9-3: Procedure for sale of city property

Ms. Tomes began to discuss Section 9-3. She explained this Section does not include Real
Property it is just Personal Property. Ms. Tomes and Ms. Connors looked at all personal property
since 2018 and shared the screen with that information so the Committee was able to view.

There was discussion on what the value should be for a hearing. There are usually 20/25 items in
a given year and they have all been $25,000 or less. There was discussion going back and forth
between the idea of $100,000 or $25,000. The committee thought $50,000 was a good number.

Mr. Candela made the change on the document.

Mr. Candela apologized that he overlooked an email from Donna Simertous, which was to be
read into public comment. Mr. Candela read it at this point for the record.

Ms. Simertous was concerned about Blight enforcement, meadows and how the redistricting was
going to be done and to make sure that the minority population is added to the new committee.

The committee then went back to Section 9-3.

#**MR, GOLSTEIN MADE A MOTION TO SEND SECTION 9-3 TO PUBLIC HEARING
**MOTION PASSED UNANIMIOUSLY

Mr. Candela realized that the acceptance of the December, 2023 minutes were skipped over. The
Committee went back to that item.

December 19, 2023 — regular meeting of the ordinance committee
#*MS. NIEDZIELSKI-EICHNER MADE A MOTION TO MOVE THIS ITEM

#**MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 19, 2023 REGULAR MEETING PASSED
UNANIMOUSLY

Discuss and vote on Chapter 58A — Blight Prevention
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Mr. Candela discussed the current Chapter 58A and the changes the committee has been making.
He went through the document explaining 58A-3 discusses managed natural meadow landscape
and 58A-4 discussed the fines and the amounts that went up per statute.

Ms. Vonashek and Mr. Ireland were also in attendance and went through the process, procedure
and the enforcement of Blight. The City is looking to hire a Neighborhood District Manager.

Discussion spoke about pedestrians, the mobile app (click & request), immediate risk which
falls under the building code and sidewalks. The main goal of this is to get into compliance.

**MS. NIEDZIELSKI-EICHNER MADE A MOTION TO TAKE 58A TO PUBLIC
HEARING AT THE FEBRUARY MEETING
**MOTION PASSED UNANIMIOUSLY

Discuss and vote on redistricting ordinance with Attorney Steve Mednick

Attorney Mednick presented a powerpoint presentation on the statutory requirements regarding
redistricting. The reason why the committee is moving very quickly with the redistricting plan is
to tackle the issue for 2025, another election. The drop dead date for 2025 election they need to
get the districts set up. There was specific note of page 8 of the 2025 Charter Revision
Commission.

The assembly districts in Norwalk are not aligned with the council districts. The objective is to
do as few changes as possible. 26b discuss the recommendations from attorney.

There needs to be party separation/representation of 5. Can have 5 unaffiliates or 2 from each

party.

Mr. Wells has ideas he can share at some point. He will advise the commission but will not sit on
the commission.

Discussion was had very extensively on how the committee should be non-partisan, should
recognize the unaffiliates and needs to work long term. They also discussed the 14" Amendment
and Jim Crow laws of recommending people and everyone needs to agree.

Ms. Dunn as the minority of the committee was very vocal on her ideas of how the committee
should be structured and all the members were going back and forth. It was decided that both
parties need to get involved in the process.

The committee decided that a special meeting needed to be held and went through the logistics of
noticing the meeting. It was decided a special meeting would be held on January 30, 2023.

There was no vote.
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NEW BUSINESS

None

DISCUSSION ITEM

None

ADJOURNMENT

** MS. DUNN MOVED TO ADJOURN.
#* THE MOTION TO ADJOURN PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The meeting adjourned at 10:12 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
R. Bromark
Telesco Secretarial Services
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Candela, Brian

From: ana tabachneck <serelle2 1@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2024 4:24 PM

To: Candela, Brian

Cc: , Shanahan, Lisa

Subject: Public comment for ordinance committee
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from serelle21@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

CAUTION: EXTERNAL Email: Don't open links or attachments from untrusted senders

| know | may be too late to have this on record for the meeting, but could you at least forward to the committee
members? Thanks!!

Hello,

Disclosure: | am an alternate member of p and z, but am writing representing only myself, not speaking as a
representative of p and z.

I know tonight you are voting on some alterations to the blight ordinance, prompted by changes at the state level. | urge
you to take a deeper look at the blight ordinance enforcement process, and see where your committee has the ability to
tighten the timeframe to correct violations, increase fines, increase transparency, and provide feedback to community
members who report blight conditions to the city.

As someone who manages grievances, complaints, and incidents in her day job, | have taken an interest in how the city
manages and rectifies blight and related zoning/building violations.

| have submitted many complaints on behalf of neighbors, who are not comfortable reporting through the online zoning
violations form (where you can not be anonymous). The click and request App has an anonymous option, but seems to
be less effective. Emailing the blight officer is obviously not anonymous.

There are violations that persist for years, even when they are issued citations and fines are attached. The attorney who
oversees the process regularly adjourns issues, pushing cases out longer, and makes comments implying that the
violation is not actually a problem, it is the neighbors putting in complaints that are the problem.

There is no response to the complainant that their complaint was received, no updates on the case etc.

There is no website where one could see if a property already has a citation in process for the issue, or to see what the
status is of a submitted complaint.

Click and request will say “in progress” or “closed” but that isn’t enough, particularly when one sees that the problem is
not resolved.



| know some things are governed by statute, but others may be within the cities control. I'd recommend clear guidelines
for when a case can be adjourned and for how long, no allowance for negotiation of fines, and a website where all

violations are published and tracked.

The zoning complaint form should have an anonymous option, and blight should be an online form as well, not an email
to the officer.

| have discussed my concerns with the zoning department, but wanted to bring them to you as well.
Thank you, and stay safe in this weather!

Ana Tabachneck
Sent from my iPhone



Candela, Brian

From: Shanahan, Lisa

Sent: Wednesday, January 17, 2024 8:36 AM

To: Candela, Brian

Subject: Fw: Ordinance Committee meeting January 16

From: Lisa Pisano Henderson <lhendersn@aol.com>

Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2024 4:41 PM

To: Shanahan, Lisa <councilmemberShanahan@norwalkct.gov>; Dunn, Heather <councilmemberDunn@norwalkct.gov>;
Goldstein, Josh <councilmemberGoldstein@norwalkct.gov>; Lopez, Johan <councilmemberLopez@norwalkct.gov>;
Murray, Melissa <councilmemberMurray@norwalkct.gov>; Niedzielski-Eichner, Nora <councilmemberNIEDZIELSKI-
EICHNER@norwalkct.gov>; Sead, Jalin <councilmemberSead@norwalkct.gov>

Cc: Hayducky, John <JHayducky@norwalkct.gov>

Subject: Ordinance Committee meeting January 16

You don't often get email from lhendersn@aol com. Learn whv this is lmDortant

CAUTION EXTERNAL Email: Don't open links or attachments from untrusted senders

Councilwoman Dunn and members of the Ordinance Committee

The Ordinance Committee meeting on Tuesday, January 16, 2024 will have three major issues for discussion and a
vote. There has been little to no outreach to the Norwalk community. This meeting is ZOOM only. | am requesting that
this meeting be available to residents in person, in the council chambers, so that the community may gather to
comment. Since all three items are major ordinances, | request that the community be allowed three minutes to speak
on each item. If not, | request that redistricting be moved to next month so that the community will have ample time to
review and comment on the ordinance.

Blight Ordinance:
| read through the updated blight ordinance and have many questions.

Most importantly, there has been no outreach to inform the community on blight and what is expected, acceptable, the
help available to resolve issues, and reporting through resolution of issues. The Ordinance Committee facks community

outreach.

How does the public find and follow reported blight? Where can we review reported blight and the actions taken
through resolution. Currently, it is impossible to find this information. How many council members have ever followed
the zoning citation meetings? There are citations that go back many years with no resolution. Fines are regularly
reduced or eliminated. What is the current number of outstanding blight and zoning issues in Norwalk sitting on
someone’s desk with no time to address these issues? I've heard that there are so many, and the city doesn’t have the
resources to address them. Is there a list where the public may access all blighted issues reported? Previously, we were
told that it would be postéd on the Mayor’s Dashboard. To date, it still is not posted.,

What has been the current, average time to correct a blighted issue? Ordinances without resolution are a waste of time.



Blight, including commercial vehicles/heavy equipment, boats, etc. stored in residential areas are often overlooked and
ignored. Why aren’t the building and zoning employees charged with identifying blighted issues when they are driving
through the city? Why isn’t the police department issuing tickets on public streets to commercial vehicles, boats, etc.
that are left for weeks and months? Can police issue tickets on private property.

Why does it seem that MEADOWS are the main additional topic? As we continue to become an urban city, isn’ta
MEADOW not much more than a landscaped bed? Most properties in this city have less than a quarter of an acre of
turfgrass, yet turfgrass is selectively defined. Why doesn’t the ordinance identify dead and dying landscape, especially
large trees on private property that continue to take out power lines. Is turfgrass of more than 9” really the issue in
Norwalk that needs to be defined?

Watching the zoning citation meetings, it seems that fines are often reduced or removed. May you provide a list of the
blight issues resolved, including fines issued and collected over the past year?

It seems that blight and zoning complaints do not make it to the zoning citation meetings. The City of Norwalk Click &
Report app is not the best way for residents to report an issue and see the outcome. Often the report is closed with no

resolution.

It is pitiful that the City expects neighbors to tattle on neighbors and report violations when the building inspectors,
code enforcement officers, blight officers, and every other city employee ignores issues that they come across daily.
Have council members ever been charged with reporting violations? This especially includes illegal apartments in multi-

family homes.

The Ordinance Committee currently has three new members who are just getting up to speed on these major issues that
the Ordinance Committee is pushing through. It seems that there should be additional due diligence done prior to any

vote taken.
I would like this letter be read into the record for the benefit of those in attendance and those reading the minutes.
Thank you,

Lisa Henderson
Appletree Lane, Norwalk



Candela, Brian

From: Shanahan, Lisa

Sent: Wednesday, January 17, 2024 8:36 AM

To: Candela, Brian

Subject: Fw: Tonight's Ordinance Committee Agenda

From: Donna S. <dsmirniotopoulos@aol.com>

Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2024 2:59 PM

To: Shanahan, Lisa <councilmemberShanahan@norwalkct.gov>; Dunn, Heather <councilmemberDunn@norwalkct.gov>;
Goldstein, Josh <councilmemberGoldstein@norwalkct.gov>; Lopez, Johan <councilmemberLopez@norwalkct.gov>;
Murray, Melissa <councilmemberMurray@norwalkct.gov>; Niedzielski-Eichner, Nora <councilmemberNIEDZIELSKI-
EICHNER@norwalkct.gov>; Sead, Jalin <councilmemberSead @norwalkct.gov>

Cc: Hayducky, John <JHayducky@norwalkct.gov>

Subject: Tonight's Ordinance Committee Agenda

CAUTION: EXTERNAL Email: Don't open links or attachments from untrusted senders

Dear Members of the Common Council Ordinance Committee:

Congratulations on an aggressive agenda for tonight's meeting. It appears you will be voting on three
items:

1. procedure for the sale of City property
2. new language regarding Blight Prevention
3. redistricting ordinance

With respect to the Blight Ordinance, the lack of a more nuanced definition is not what's holding
Norwalk back. We all know blight when we see it, whether we're looking at a blighted structure or
overgrown landscape. Micromanaging and wordsmithing the language in the ordinance will not help
Norwalk combat blight. Enforcement will. Focus on enforcement, including compelling the hearing
officer in blight cases to impose fines as written, not as he sees fit. Making allowances for "the
intentional desire to add a meadow" is unnecessary. We know the difference between a meadow and
overgrown and poorly maintained landscaping.

With respect to the redistricting ordinance, consider that 45% of those who voted in 2023 were not on
your side. While that's short of a majority, 45% is a significant enough minority to warrant some
consideration in populating your committee. Dare to appoint people to this committee who don't
agree with you.

I would like this letter be read into the record for the benefit of those in attendance and those reading
the minutes.

Respectfully,

Donna Smirniotopoulos
18 Shorefront Park



City of Norwalk
Common Council

Ordinance Establishing a-Commissio nhan Advisory Committee for the
Reapportionment of Common Council Voting Districts

Chapter 9 — Article IX

§9-25 Common Council and Board of Education Voting Districts.

A.

Common Council Districts. In accordance with §3-4.A(1) of the Charter, the City
shall be divided into five Council Districts, each of which shall be represented by
two elected members on the Common Council (“Council Districts”).

Board of Education Districts. In accordance with §3-4.B(1) of the Charter, the
City shall be divided into five Board of Education Districts, which shall correspond
to the five Council Districts, each of which shall be represented by one elected
member on the Board of Education.

At-Large Members of the Common Council and Board of Education. The
number of elected Councilmembers-at-Large must be equivalent in number to the
number of Council Districts as may exist, from time-time time, in accordance with
§3-4A(2) of the Charter. At the time of the adoption of this Chapter there are five
at-large member of the Common Council. Moreover, there are four at-large
Members of the Board of Education, in accordance with §3-4.B(2) of the Charter,
elected in the manner set forth in 3-4.B(3) of the Charter. The elected at-large
members are not subject to the periodic reapportionment required by the General
Statutes and §3-4.A(3) of the Charter.

§9-26 'Standards Pertaining to Reapportionment.

The reapportionment of Council Districts shall conform to federal and state constitutional
standards and statutory requirements. Accordingly, the districtsCouncil Districts shall be:

A.

B.

of substantially equal population; and,

to the extent possible consistent with the preceding, established in compact and
contiguous form following geographical divisions, where—practicable;—and;
considering communities of interest and historical boundary lines and shall further
use best efforts to include the boundary lines of the Taxing Districts as defined in
the Charter within a single Council District where practicable; and,

to the extent possible consistent with the preceding, established to-lie-completely
within—a—single—assembly—distriet—forin _accordance with the State
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Houserequirements of Representative Districts-in-effecton-the-date-when-the-new
districtredistricting-plan-becomes-effective C.G.S. 9-169f.

§9-27 The Reapportionment CommissionAdvisory Committee: Appointment Date.

A.

Appointment. No later than thirty days following the completion of
reapportionment of the General Assembly, as required by the Constitution of the
State of Connectlcut as further set forth in the General Statutes—the—Gemmen

membewts—eempﬂsed—as—feuew& a Reapportlonment Adwsorv Commlttee

consisting of seven members, no more than three of whom shall be of the same
political party, shall be appointed by the President of the Council, following
consultation with the Majority and Minority Leaders of the Council, and approved
by a Majority Vote of the Council. In addition to consulting with the caucus
leaders of the Council, the President shall consult with civic, political and
community leaders in order to seek members reflecting the diversity of the
residents as well as the geographic representation required by the Charter.

A— Two-Ex-officio Non-Voting Members. The Registrars of Voters;and;

B.

Eweeleetep&peeemmended%y—the—llm&dem shall serve as ex- -official non- votlng

p&ﬁy—Reapportlonment AdVIsorv Commlttee

Appointment Date. The date the Common Council appeintsapproves the
Reapportionment CommissienAdvisory Committee shall be the “Appointment
Date?..”

2024 Transition Provision. The Reapportionment CemmissionAdvisory Committee
shall be appointedapproved by the Common Council not later than thirty days following
the effective date of this Ordinance.

§9-28 Reapportionment CommissionAdvisory Committee.

A.

Written Report (“Report”). The Reapportionment CemmissienAdvisory
Committee shall provide a Report, in writing, to the Common Council no later
than six months following the Appointment Date, including a tentative map setting
forth the recommended boundaries of the five Council Districts.

Data and Resources. The CommissionAdvisory Committee may utilize
demographic data assembled by the City, computer resources of the City, and
such other third-party resources, facilities and funding as the Council may deem
desirable to carry out the purpose of this Chapter.
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Public Hearing. The Reapportionment CommissionAdvisory Committee shall
hold at least one public-hearingPublic Hearing no less than one week before it
submits its Report to the Common Council, and shall make a tentative map of its
proposed districts available to the public in accordance with the requirements of
the Charter at least five days before the Public Hearing. The Public Hearing
Notice shall include the contents of the Report as well as a copy of a map
illustrating the boundary lines of each of the proposed Council Districts.

Action by the Reapportionment Commission-Advisory Committee. On the
basis of information elicited at the public hearing, the Reapportionment
CommissionAdvisory Committee may thereafter alter the Report. Approval of the
Report shall require the affirmative vote of, at least, five members of the
Reapportionment CommissionAdvisory Committee.

Transmittal to the Common Council: Receipt Date. The Report shall be
submitted to the Common Council by filing with the City Clerk and the Town Clerk.
Receipt of the Report and Plan shall be deemed to be the date upon which it is
filed with the City Clerk (‘Receipt Date”). The City Clerk shall transmit the Report
and Plan to the Common Council.

Failure to File Report. If the Reapportionment CemmissionrAdvisory Committee
fails to file the Report with the Town Clerk by the close of business no later than
the last day of the sixth {6**)-month following the Appointment Date, the provisions
of §9-30 of this Chapter shall be invoked.

2024 Transition Provision. The Reapportionment CommissionAdvisory Committee
shall file the Report to the Common Council no later than ninety days following the
Appointment Date. In all other respects the provisions of §9-28 shall remain in full force
and effect.

§9-29 Actions of the Common Council.

A.

Deliberations-Time-Frame. The Common Council shall vote on the
establishment of Common Council Districts within three-weeksforty-five (45) days
of its receipt of the Report.

Public Hearing and Deliberations. The Common Council may amend the
district boundaries recommended by the Reapportionment CommissienAdvisory
Committee before approving Council Districts, following at least one Public
Hearing as required by §4-8.B of the Charter. Nevertheless, the Council Districts
approved by the Common Council must comply with the standards of §9-26 of
this Chapter.

Voting Standard.  Approval of the Council Districts must be affirmatively
supported by a Majority Vote of the Common Council, as defined in the Charter.
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§9-30

§9-31

(1)  Approval or Modification of the Report and Plan. If the Report is
approved or modified by the Common Council it shall be deemed adopted, as an
Ordinance, in compliance with the requirements of the General Statutes and have
the full force of law and become effective for the next municipal general election.

(2) Rejection or Failure to Timely Act. If the Report is rejected or not
acted upon in accordance with the time limitations set forth in §9-29.A, above, then
the Mayor shall appoint a Second Reapportionment CeommissionAdvisory
Committee as set forth in §9-30, below.

Role of the Mayor, if necessitated by Failure of the Reapportionment
CommissionAdvisory Committee to Act or the Common Council to
Approve.

Appointment of a Second Reapportionment CommissionAdvisory
Committee by the Mayor. If the Reapportionment CommissionAdvisory
Committee shall fail to file the Report as set forth in §9-28.D, above, or if the
Common Council shall fail to approve Council Districts within the time limit
establlshed by §9 -29. D the Mayor, W|th|n five days of notlce from the Town Clerk

pelmeal—paﬁyLAdwsorv Commlttee comprlsed of three members Each member
shall have a different political party affiliation or no party affiliation; thus, no
political party shall attain a majority of the members. The Mayor shall consult
with civic, political and community leaders in order to seek members reflecting
the diversity of the residents as well as the geographic representation required
by the Charter.

Deliberations. The Second Reapportionment CommissionAdvisory Committee
shall file a report with the Town Clerk delineating Common Council District
boundaries within twenty-one days of its appointment. The Report of the Second
Reapportionment CemmissienAdvisory Committee shall establish the
boundaries of Council Districts. Approval of the Report shall require the affirmative
vote of, at least, two members of the CemmissienAdvisory Committee.

Standard for Approval. The Report of the Second Reapportionment
Commission-Advisory Committee shall be subject to approval by a Majority Vote
of the Council, as defined in the Charter, within one week of the filing with the
Town Clerk—shall-be-deemed. Once adopted;-as-an-Ordinance_this provision, in
furtherance of the requirements of the constitutional standard, federal law and
state law; and, thus, shall have the full force of law and become effective for the
next municipal general election-_following its approval. +

Publication of the Adopted Report and Plan.
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Upon receiving such adopted Ordinance (incorporating the contents of the Report), the
Town Clerk shall publish and record the same in the same manner as ordinances are
required to be published and recorded as set forth in the Charter, and upon such
publication and recording, such plan shall have the full force of law.
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City of Norwalk
Common Council

Ordinance Establishing an Advisory Committee for the Reapportionment of
Common Council Voting Districts

Chapter 9 — Article IX
§9-25 Common Council and Board of Education Voting Districts.

A. Common Council Districts. In accordance with §3-4.A(1) of the Charter, the City
shall be divided into five Council Districts, each of which shall be represented by
two elected members on the Common Council (“Council Districts”).

B. Board of Education Districts. In accordance with §3-4.B(1) of the Charter, the
City shall be divided into five Board of Education Districts, which shall correspond
to the five Council Districts, each of which shall be represented by one elected
member on the Board of Education.

C. At-Large Members of the Common Council and Board of Education. The
number of elected Councilmembers-at-Large must be equivalent in number to the
number of Council Districts as may exist, from time-time time, in accordance with
§3-4A(2) of the Charter. At the time of the adoption of this Chapter there are five
at-large member of the Common Council. Moreover, there are four at-large
Members of the Board of Education, in accordance with §3-4.B(2) of the Charter,
elected in the manner set forth in 3-4.B(3) of the Charter. The elected at-large
members are not subject to the periodic reapportionment required by the General
Statutes and §3-4.A(3) of the Charter.

§9-26 Standards Pertaining to Reapportionment.

The reapportionment of Council Districts shall conform to federal and state constitutional
standards and statutory requirements. Accordingly, the Council Districts shall be:

A. of substantially equal population; and,

B. to the extent possible consistent with the preceding, established in compact and
contiguous form following geographical divisions, considering communities of
interest and historical boundary lines and shall further use best efforts to include
the boundary lines of the Taxing Districts as defined in the Charter within a single
Council District where practicable; and,

C. to the extent possible consistent with the preceding, established in accordance
with the requirements of C.G.S. 9-169f.
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§9-27 The Reapportionment Advisory Committee: Appointment Date.

A.

Appointment. No later than thirty days following the completion of
reapportionment of the General Assembly, as required by the Constitution of the
State of Connecticut, as further set forth in the General Statutes, a
Reapportionment Advisory Committee consisting of seven members, no more
than three of whom shall be of the same political party, shall be appointed by the
President of the Council, following consultation with the Majority and Minority
Leaders of the Council, and approved by a Majority Vote of the Council. In
addition to consulting with the caucus leaders of the Council, the President shall
consult with civic, political and community leaders in order to seek members
reflecting the diversity of the residents as well as the geographic representation
required by the Charter.

Ex-officio Non-Voting Members. The Registrars of Voters shall serve as ex-
official non-voting members of the Reapportionment Advisory Committee.

Appointment Date. The date the Common Council approves the
Reapportionment Advisory Committee shall be the “Appointment Date.”

2024 Transition Provision. The Reapportionment Advisory Committee shall be
approved by the Common Council not later than thirty days following the effective date
of this Ordinance.

§9-28 Reapportionment Advisory Committee.

A.

Written Report (“Report”). The Reapportionment Advisory Committee shall
provide a Report, in writing, to the Common Council no later than six months
following the Appointment Date, including a tentative map setting forth the
recommended boundaries of the five Council Districts.

Data and Resources. The Advisory Committee may utilize demographic data
assembled by the City, computer resources of the City, and such other third-party
resources, facilities and funding as the Council may deem desirable to carry out
the purpose of this Chapter.

Public Hearing. The Reapportionment Advisory Committee shall hold at least
one Public Hearing no less than one week before it submits its Report to the
Common Council, and shall make a tentative map of its proposed districts
available to the public in accordance with the requirements of the Charter at least
five days before the Public Hearing. The Public Hearing Notice shall include the
contents of the Report as well as a copy of a map illustrating the boundary lines of
each of the proposed Council Districts.

Action by the Reapportionment Advisory Committee. On the basis of
information elicited at the public hearing, the Reapportionment Advisory
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Committee may thereafter alter the Report. Approval of the Report shall require
the affirmative vote of, at least, five members of the Reapportionment Advisory
Committee.

Transmittal to the Common Council: Receipt Date. The Report shall be
submitted to the Common Council by filing with the City Clerk and the Town Clerk.
Receipt of the Report and Plan shall be deemed to be the date upon which it is
filed with the City Clerk (“Receipt Date”). The City Clerk shall transmit the Report
and Plan to the Common Council.

Failure to File Report. If the Reapportionment Advisory Committee fails to file
the Report with the Town Clerk by the close of business no later than the last day
of the sixth month following the Appointment Date, the provisions of §9-30 of this
Chapter shall be invoked.

2024 Transition Provision. The Reapportionment Advisory Committee shall file the
Report to the Common Council no later than ninety days following the Appointment
Date. In all other respects the provisions of §9-28 shall remain in full force and effect.

§9-29 Actions of the Common Council.

A.

Time-Frame. The Common Council shall vote on the establishment of Common
Council Districts within forty-five (45) days of its receipt of the Report.

Public Hearing and Deliberations. The Common Council may amend the
district boundaries recommended by the Reapportionment Advisory Committee
before approving Council Districts, following at least one Public Hearing as
required by §4-8.B of the Charter. Nevertheless, the Council Districts approved
by the Common Council must comply with the standards of §9-26 of this Chapter.

Voting Standard. Approval of the Council Districts must be affirmatively
supported by a Majority Vote of the Common Council, as defined in the Charter.

(1) Approval or Modification of the Report and Plan. If the Report is
approved or modified by the Common Council it shall be deemed adopted, as an
Ordinance, in compliance with the requirements of the General Statutes and have
the full force of law and become effective for the next municipal general election.

(2) Rejection or Failure to Timely Act. If the Report is rejected or not
acted upon in accordance with the time limitations set forth in §9-29.A, above, then
the Mayor shall appoint a Second Reapportionment Advisory Committee as set
forth in §9-30, below.
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§9-30 Role of the Mayor, if necessitated by Failure of the Reapportionment
Advisory Committee to Act or the Common Council to Approve.

A. Appointment of a Second Reapportionment Advisory Committee by the
Mayor. If the Reapportionment Advisory Committee shall fail to file the Report
as set forth in §9-28.D, above, or if the Common Council shall fail to approve
Council Districts within the time limit established by §9-29.D, the Mayor, within
five days of notice from the Town Clerk of the precipitating action, shall appoint
a Second Reapportionment Advisory Committee comprised of three members.
Each member shall have a different political party affiliation or no party affiliation;
thus, no political party shall attain a majority of the members. The Mayor shall
consult with civic, political and community leaders in order to seek members
reflecting the diversity of the residents as well as the geographic representation
required by the Charter.

B. Deliberations. The Second Reapportionment Advisory Committee shall file a
report with the Town Clerk delineating Common Council District boundaries
within twenty-one days of its appointment. The Report of the Second
Reapportionment Advisory Committee shall establish the boundaries of Council
Districts. Approval of the Report shall require the affirmative vote of, at least, two
members of the Advisory Committee.

C. Standard for Approval. The Report of the Second Reapportionment Advisory
Committee shall be subject to approval by a Majority Vote of the Council, as
defined in the Charter, within one week of the filing with the Town Clerk. Once
adopted this provision, in furtherance of the requirements of the constitutional
standard, federal law and state law; and, thus, shall have the full force of law and
become effective for the next municipal general election following its approval.

§9-31 Publication of the Adopted Report and Plan.
Upon receiving such adopted Ordinance (incorporating the contents of the Report), the
Town Clerk shall publish and record the same in the same manner as ordinances are

required to be published and recorded as set forth in the Charter, and upon such
publication and recording, such plan shall have the full force of law.
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