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City of Norwalk 

Shellfish Commission Meeting 

June 7, 2018 

Minutes 
 

CALL TO ORDER 6:00 PM  

 

 ATTENDANCE 
Commission: Pat DeVito, Steve Bartush, Pete Johnson, Steven Kvance    

Staff: Thomas Closter 

  Police: Sgt. Pete LaPak 

Advisory:  

Guests: Geoff Steadman, Dr. John Pinto, Debora Goldstein, Chris Samorajczyk, John 

Hanifan, Lauren Digovanni, Christian Brown, Adam Fox, Kim Lesay, Robert Bell, John 

Romano, Joe Schnierlein, Julie Georges, Chet Muckenhirn, Tony Mobilia 

              

PUBLIC COMMENT  

Representatives from the Department of Transportation spoke about a test pile program 

regarding construction activity for the temporary installation and removal of piles from 

former marina located southeast of the Walk Bridge. The benefits will be to monitor and 

assess noise data and vibration, determine construction requirements and establish 

guidelines, verify geotechnical calculations and assumptions and remove retired marina 

docks and piles. This will improve access for construction activities and alleviate safety 

concerns with current trespass. Work is permitted and will begin in the summer of 2018.   

 

Also discussed was the CP-243 Submarine Cable Commitments. Excavation and backfill 

will take place during December and January and will only take place during slack and 

incoming tides and will be contained within turbidity curtains. 

 

Shellfish Commissioners brought up several concerns including a program to monitor 

water quality during the project, testing, filtration, monitoring turbidity, dredging, 

dewatering, silt curtains, and the use of Danforth type anchors, activities performed only 

during incoming and slack tides and future of the visitor’s dock.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Bartush, second by Commissioner DeVito to approve 

application with vibratory alternate methods and extraction only occurring during 

slack and incoming tides. Unanimous Vote. 

 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

May Minutes approved with one correction by Comm. DeVito, 2
nd

 by Comm. Bartush. 

Unanimous Vote. Commissioner Bartush discussed a recent story involving a cluster of 

norovirus-like illness associated with consuming raw oysters in Oregon and British 

Columbia.  

  

TREASURER 

Comm. DeVito reports: 

 
NAME DATE AMOUNT REASON 

 BALANCE  4/30/18 $22,285.72  
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DEPOSIT   $        
       

INTEREST May  $       6.00  
       

 
    

 EXPENSES Frontier 5/19 to 6/18 ($    70.94)  Phone  

      

      

      

BALANCE  5/31/18                         $22,220.78 
 

 
Last Year 5/31/17  $19,960.49 

 

 
Two Years Ago 5/31/16  $13,908.90 

 

 

 
 
     

SECRETARY 

Commissioner Johnson reiterated his concerns to establish a program to monitor water 

quality during the Walk Bridge project. 

  

COMMITTEES 

 

HEALTH DEPT 

Mr. Closter reports: 3.19 inches of rain in May. Average since 1987 is 4.48 inches of rain 

for May. There were 502 calls in May. There were two closures for Cooke’s Ground for 

over .5 inch on May 16 & 19, 2018.  There were no closures in the CAA (1-1.49 inches) 

and CAA1DN (over 1.5 inches) for May 2018.   

There were no reports of a bypass for May. 

 

WASTEWATER 

No Report 

  

WATER QUALITY 

Debora Goldstein spoke regarding concerns that there appears to be no intent to appoint 

members to the Water Quality Committee. Discussions took place regarding forming an 

ad hoc committee between the Shellfish Commission and Harbor Management 

Commission. Joe Schnierlein talked about different water sampling labs and techniques. 

Harbor Management will look at by laws.  

 

PERMITS 

Commissioner DeVito said Fisherman’s World is selling permits for 2018.  

   

POLICE  

Sgt. LaPak reports 14 hours of patrol for May with no violations. Officer Lovallo will 

look into boat supplies for the Shellfish boat to be shared with the Harbor Management 

Commission. Possible use of drones was discussed to aid the Marine Division. 

 

ADVISORY  

Water temperature reported at 60 degrees. 

    

HARBOR MANAGEMENT  
Geoff Steadman talked about a grant that Westport/Weston Health District received for 

microbial source tracking at Sasco Brook. 
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Motion to accept committee reports by Commissioner Bartush, second by 

Commissioner Kvance. Unanimous Vote. 

     

OLD BUSINESS  

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 Commissioner Bartush discussed Washington State recent shellfish opioid testing and 

methods and Thomas Closter talked about a drug deactivation system called Deterra that 

can neutralize pills, liquids and patches for disposal. 

 

 Commissioner Bartush discussed the Department of Energy and Environmental 

Protection Permit Consultation Form submitted by James Bajek on behalf of Dupre 

Cochran for a private recreational dock in the Five Mile River at 47 Rowayton Avenue.  

The overall length of the dock will be approximately 76 feet from the shoreline and the 

end of the float will be approximately 60 feet from the federal navigation channel. 

  

 After discussion a motion was made by Commissioner Bartush, second by 

Commissioner DeVito (all in favor) to approve plans as submitted pending the 

following: 

1) Five foot high pier 

2) Winter removal of docks 

3) Removal of barge at low tide 

4) Moorings to be approved by Five Mile River Superintendent 

5) 18 inch dock stops 

6) Pier less than 40 feet 

 

 Geoff Steadman read into the record a joint letter and joint meeting proposal by Shellfish 

Commission and Harbor Management Commission to Eversource to continue discussion 

of the proposed Eversource transmission line relocation project affecting Norwalk 

Harbor. Both Commission’s object to that portion of the proposed relocation route that 

would breach the recently rebuilt Norwalk Visitor’s Dock,  public boat ramp and parking 

area at the Dunavan Boating Center. The letter suggests a Special Meeting date of June 

27, 2018 at Norwalk City Hall at 5:00pm 

  

   

NEXT MEETING:  Thursday, July 5, 2018 @6:00pm Health Department Library.  

                                     

 

ADJOURNMENT:  Moved by Commissioner DeVito, second by Commissioner Bartush, 

Vote Unanimous 8:35 PM     
Minutes by Thomas Closter 

 


























