CITY OF NORWALK
FAIR RENT COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES - APRIL 8, 2026
VIA ZOOM VIRTUAL CONFERENCE

ATTENDEES: Fran Collier-Clemmons, Brenda Penn-Williams, Peter Halladay, J.
Hanson Guest, Sonja Oliver.

STAFF: Carlos Duque, Russell Liskov.

I. CALL TO ORDER

Chair Fran Collier-Clemmons called the meeting of the Fair Rent Commission to order at 7:44
p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Chair Fran Collier-Clemmons conducted the roll call. Present were Brenda Penn-Williams, Peter
Halladay , J. Hanson Guest, Fran Collier-Clemmons, staff Carlos Duque, and Attorney Russell
Liskov. Sonja Oliver joined the meeting at 7:49 p.m.

III. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES

Corrections to the minutes were discussed and made as follows: on page 1, “Mr. Guest” was
corrected to have one “t”; on page 2, “S” was changed to “committee” in the Chair’s report and
in the paragraph referencing staff; “Chief of Staff” was updated to “Lamont Daniels”; “Keen”
was corrected to “Keenan McMahon” and referred to as “Ms. Keenan McMahon” for
consistency; “Lamont Daniels” was added for consistency in paragraph 4; and on page 4, “any
contacted” was expanded to “any commissioner contacted by residents,” with a space added
between “Halliday” and “seconded the motion.”

**MR. HALLADAY MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF THE
FEBRUARY 4, 2026, REGULAR MEETING AS CORRECTED.

**MR. GUEST SECONDED THE MOTION.

THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. THE MINUTES WERE APPROVED
AS CORRECTED.

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No public participation.
V. REPORTS

A. Chair’s Report
Chair Fran Collier-Clemmons thanked everyone for attending following the necessary schedule
change from the previous Wednesday to this Wednesday. She expressed appreciation to the



Commission members for their continued participation in this important process. Chair Fran
Collier-Clemmons also thanked staff members Carlos Duque and Russell Liskov, along with
others who support the Commission’s work. She emphasized the Commission’s role in listening
carefully, considering all information, and making fair and balanced decisions in accordance
with City of Norwalk and State of Connecticut guidelines. She noted that the Commission
ensures everyone is treated with respect and that concerns are handled thoughtfully. Chair Fran
Collier-Clemmons stated that when a case cannot be mediated, the Commission hears the case,
and a hearing would be scheduled next month for one of the reviewed cases, with both sides
having an opportunity to be heard.

B. Coordinator’s Report

Coordinator Carlos Duque reported that he had been busy over the last two months receiving
new complaints that Attorney Russell Liskov would present. He referenced a property that
sustained substantial damage due to a water pipe issue toward the end of January, noting
conversations with affected families alongside Attorney Russell Liskov. He also mentioned an
additional incident at another Norwalk property where residents filed complaints after failing to
reach an agreement with property management, which would be addressed later in the agenda.
Coordinator Carlos Duque reported on meetings with the Fair Rent Commission Network of
Connecticut. The network is working with a Connecticut company to collect data on fair rent
commissions statewide, including types of complaints, how they are addressed, mediations, and
hearings. This data will help inform legislation through the Housing Committee. Updates were
provided on pending bills: Bill 257 concerning evictions for cause, introduced by the Housing
Committee; Senate Bill 332, requiring fair rent commissions to notify parties of their rights and
the Commission’s authority at hearings; and an additional bill addressing coverage for residents
in trailer parks under local fair rent commissions.

VI. REVIEW, DISCUSSION, AND MOTIONS ON OPEN CASES

Attorney Russell Liskov presented the open cases.

A. 1875-25 — 2534 Bartlett Avenue, Apartment 1

Attorney Russell Liskov recommended closing the case because the tenant had moved out.
Despite multiple attempts via email, phone, and text, no withdrawal was received from the
tenant.

Discussion occurred regarding whether complainants are informed of the need to formally close
a case upon moving out and the Commission’s ability to close cases when tenants fail to
cooperate or have vacated the premises.

**MS. SONJA OLIVER MOVED TO CLOSE THE CASE.

**MR. HALLADAY SECONDED THE MOTION.
**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. THE CASE WAS CLOSED.

B. 1876-25 — One Glover Avenue, Apartment 222



Attorney Russell Liskov recommended closing the case because the parties had executed a new
lease and a signed withdrawal was in the file.

**MS. SONJA OLIVER MOVED TO CLOSE THE CASE.
**MR. HALLADAY SECONDED THE MOTION.
**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. THE CASE WAS CLOSED.

VIIL. PRESENTATION OF NEW CASES

A. 1877-26 — 2653-55 Woodward Avenue, Apartment C

Attorney Russell Liskov recommended accepting the case involving a proposed rent increase
from $985 to $2,178 per month for a two-bedroom apartment. The case would proceed to a
hearing in May.

**MS. SONJA OLIVER MOVED TO ACCEPT THE CASE.
**MR. GUEST SECONDED THE MOTION.
**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. THE CASE WAS ACCEPTED.

B. 1878-26 — 11 Betts Place, Apartment 1

Attorney Russell Liskov recommended accepting the case involving a proposed rent increase
from $1,950 to $2,500 per month for a three-bedroom apartment. The landlord had already
reached out.

**MS. SONJA OLIVER MOVED TO ACCEPT THE CASE.
**MS. PENN-WILLIAMS SECONDED THE MOTION.
**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. THE CASE WAS ACCEPTED.

C. 1879-26 — 515 West Avenue, Apartment MB424
Attorney Russell Liskov recommended not accepting the case because the tenant had moved out
and returned to Wisconsin. A withdrawal form had been emailed but not yet returned.

Discussion included questions about the timing of the recommendation and broader concerns
raised by MS. PENN-WILLIAMS regarding water damage in new apartments and building
practices in Norwalk. Attorney Russell Liskov acknowledged the concerns but noted they fall
outside the Commission’s direct purview.

**MS. SONJA OLIVER MOVED TO NOT ACCEPT THE CASE.
**MR. HALLADAY SECONDED THE MOTION.

**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. THE CASE WAS NOT
ACCEPTED.

D. 1880-26 — 268 Norden Place, Apartment 311

Attorney Russell Liskov recommended accepting the case, noting the tenant’s complaint that the
rent paid differed significantly from what the lease provided. Additional information would be
needed from the tenant.



**MS. SONJA OLIVER MOVED TO ACCEPT THE CASE.
**MS. PENN-WILLIAMS SECONDED THE MOTION.
**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. THE CASE WAS ACCEPTED.

E. 1881-26 — 2622 Bartlett Avenue, First Floor
Attorney Russell Liskov recommended accepting the case involving a proposed rent increase
from $2,750 to $2,950 per month for a two-bedroom apartment.

**MS. SONJA OLIVER MOVED TO ACCEPT THE CASE.
**MS. PENN-WILLIAMS SECONDED THE MOTION.
**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. THE CASE WAS ACCEPTED.

F. 1882-26 — 554 Connecticut Avenue, Unit 101
Attorney Russell Liskov recommended accepting the case involving a proposed rent increase
from $2,058 to $2,450 per month for a one-bedroom apartment.

**MR. GUEST MOVED TO ACCEPT THE CASE.
**MS. SONJA OLIVER SECONDED THE MOTION.
**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. THE CASE WAS ACCEPTED.

G. 1883-26 — 515 West Avenue, Apartment PH22
Attorney Russell Liskov recommended accepting the case involving a complaint of decreased
value of services due to water issues.

**MS. SONJA OLIVER MOVED TO ACCEPT THE CASE.
**MS. PENN-WILLIAMS SECONDED THE MOTION.
**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. THE CASE WAS ACCEPTED.

H. 1884-26 — 515 West Avenue, Apartment PH02
Attorney Russell Liskov recommended accepting the case involving a complaint of decreased
value of services and inability to use a portion of the apartment.

Discussion included questions from MS. PENN-WILLIAMS about workforce housing
placement at Waypoint and the new YMCA, and responses from Coordinator Carlos Duque and
Attorney Russell Liskov that Planning and Zoning, as well as the Fair Housing Officer, oversee
such matters.

**MS. SONJA OLIVER MOVED TO ACCEPT THE CASE.
**MS. PENN-WILLIAMS SECONDED THE MOTION.
**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. THE CASE WAS ACCEPTED.

I. 1885-26 — 96 Richards Avenue, Apartment 301

Attorney Russell Liskov recommended accepting the case involving a proposed rent increase
from $2,360 to $2,485 per month for a two-bedroom apartment, including a request to backdate
the increase. He anticipated negotiating a settlement.



**MS. SONJA OLIVER MOVED TO ACCEPT THE CASE.
**MS. FRAN COLLIER-CLEMMONS SECONDED THE MOTION.
**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. THE CASE WAS ACCEPTED.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS

Chair Fran Collier-Clemmons asked if there was any old business. There was none.

IX. NEW BUSINESS

Chair Fran Collier-Clemmons asked if there was any new business or announcements. There
were none.

X. ADJOURNMENT

**MS. SONJA OLIVER MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING.
**MR. GUEST SECONDED THE MOTION.
**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Courtney Baldwin
Recording Secretary



