
 
REGULAR MEETING – ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

AGENDA 
JUNE 16, 2026, 7:00 PM 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS AND ZOOM  

To allow public access, anyone may access a meeting by telephone and/or Zoom, or a recording in the City of 
Norwalk YouTube channel. Specific instructions and links can be found at norwalkct.gov/meetings.  

 

Members of the public may call in to participate. Callers will not be able to see the meeting 
participants. All participants will be muted upon entering the meeting. To speak, dial *9 on the phone 
and you will be called on by the host of the meeting during the public comment section. All speakers 
must state their name and address. Comments must be on a topic on the agenda, and are limited to 
three minutes. Anyone disrupting the orderly conduct of the meeting, including by using threatening, 
hateful, or sexually-explicit language, will be removed. Please find the information using the link 
above. 

 

Members of the public who wish to provide "live comments" may also use the Zoom meeting platform. 
All participants will be muted upon entering the meeting. To speak, click the “raise your hand 
indicator” and you will be called by the host of the meeting during the public comment section. All 
speakers must state their name and address. Comments must be on a topic on the agenda, and are 
limited to three minutes. Anyone disrupting the orderly conduct of the meeting, including by using 
threatening, hateful, or sexually-explicit language, will be removed. Please find the information using 
the link above. 

 

Members of the public who wish to provide public comment are encouraged to submit those via email 
in advance of the meeting. For these comments to be included into the record, they must be 
submitted by 12:00 p.m. the day of the meeting. Please email Brian Candela at 
bcandela@norwalkct.gov with the subject line “Public Comment” to provide written public comment 
prior to the meeting.  

I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. ROLL CALL 

III. PUBLIC HEARING 

  A. Discuss and vote on Chapter 118 (Zoning) 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND COMMENT 

V. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

 A. Discuss and vote on the regular meeting minutes of the ordinance committee dated 
May 19, 2026 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 

 A. Discuss and vote on Chapter 95 (Streets and Sidewalks), Article II (Honorary and 
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Historic Naming of Streets), Sections 37, 38, 39 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 

 A. Discuss and vote on Chapter 55 (Demolition Delay) 

 B. Discuss and vote on Chapter 61A (Leaf Blower) 

VIII. DISCUSSION 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 
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CITY OF NORWALK 
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – MAY 19, 2026 
VIA ZOOM VIRTUAL MEETING 

 
ATTENDEES:  Richard Dellinger, Josh Goldstein, Jalin Sead, Anne Wennerstrand, Johan 

Lopez. 
 
STAFF:   Brian Candela, Steve Kleppin. 
 
OTHERS:  Pat Toney, Amy Ayala, Kitty Tsang (Board of Ethics).  
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
Mr. Dellinger called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. and welcomed everyone to the regular 
meeting of the Ordinance Committee. He noted that a quorum was present. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
A quorum was present. 
 
III. PUBLIC HEARING 
 
A. Discuss and vote on Chapter 7 (General Provisions), Article II (City Seal), Section 10 
(Custody) 
Mr. Candela confirmed there were no emails received in advance and no members of the public 
raised their hand to speak. 
 
** MR. GOLDSTEIN MOVED TO FORWARD THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO 
CHAPTER 7 (GENERAL PROVISIONS), ARTICLE II (CITY SEAL), SECTION 10 
(CUSTODY) TO THE FULL CITY COUNCIL. 
**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
B. Discuss and vote on new ordinance: Financial Disclosures and Impact of Ordinances 
Mr. Candela confirmed there were no emails received in advance. Ms. Diane Lauricella spoke in 
support of the ordinance but stressed the need for politically neutral evaluations and a user-
friendly way for the public to access cost comparisons. 
 
A minor change was made to Section 3A to require that the fiscal impact statement or written 
statement be completed in coordination with the Chief Financial Officer or their designee. 
 
** MR. LOPEZ MOVED TO FORWARD THE NEW ORDINANCE ON FINANCIAL 
DISCLOSURES AND IMPACT OF ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED, TO THE FULL 
CITY COUNCIL. 
**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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C. Discuss and vote on Chapter 32 (Code of Ethics), Section 1 (Title; Administration) 
Mr. Candela confirmed there were no emails received in advance and no members of the public 
raised their hand to speak. The only changes were from “Common Council” to “City Council” 
and increasing the Board of Ethics from 5 members plus 2 alternates to 9 members. 
 
** MS. WENNERSTRAND MOVED TO FORWARD THE AMENDMENT TO 
CHAPTER 32 (CODE OF ETHICS), SECTION 1 (TITLE; ADMINISTRATION) TO 
THE FULL CITY COUNCIL. 
**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
D. Discuss and vote on Chapter 32 (Code of Ethics), Section 3 (Definitions) 
Mr. Candela confirmed there were no emails received in advance and no members of the public 
raised their hand to speak. A minor amendment was made for consistency in language regarding 
political party affiliation for the hearing board. 
 
** MR. LOPEZ MOVED TO FORWARD THE AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 32 
(CODE OF ETHICS), SECTION 3 (DEFINITIONS), AS AMENDED, TO THE FULL 
CITY COUNCIL. 
**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
E. Discuss and vote on Chapter 32 (Code of Ethics), Section 12 (Board of Ethics) 
Mr. Candela confirmed there were no emails received in advance. Ms. Diane Lauricella spoke, 
expressing support for increasing the size of the Board but emphasizing the need for more public 
outreach, training, and efforts to attract qualified volunteers to prevent burnout. 
 
Mr. Candela and members discussed the proposed changes, including increasing the Board to 9 
members (3 Democrats, 3 Republicans, 3 unaffiliated), updating quorum size, removing alternate 
language, and ensuring political neutrality. 
 
** MR. GOLDSTEIN MOVED TO FORWARD THE AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 32 
(CODE OF ETHICS), SECTION 12 (BOARD OF ETHICS) TO THE FULL CITY 
COUNCIL. 
**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
No public participation.  
 
V. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
 
April 21, 2026 
 
** MR. RICHARD DELLINGER MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE ORDINANCE COMMITTEE DATED APRIL 21, 2026. 
**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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VI. OLD BUSINESS 
A. Discuss and vote on Chapter 95 (Streets and Sidewalks), Article II (Honorary and 
Historic Naming of Streets), Sections 37, 38, 39 
Extensive discussion was held on proposed criteria for honorary street naming, including 
residency requirements, fees, notice to residents, community contributions, and political party 
considerations. No vote was taken. The item will be discussed further at a future meeting. 
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Discuss and vote on Chapter 118 (Zoning) 
Mr. Steve Kleppin explained that the current links in the City Code under Chapter 118 point to 
outdated zoning regulations. He recommended replacing the detailed list of articles with a single 
link to the current zoning regulations and map on the Planning and Zoning webpage. 
 
** MR. DELLINGER MOVED TO FORWARD THE AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 118 
(ZONING) TO THE FULL CITY COUNCIL. 
**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
VIII. DISCUSSION 
There were no additional items. 
 
IX. ADJOURNMENT 
** MR. DELLINGER MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. 
**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:02 PM.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Courtney Baldwin 
Recording Secretary  
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§ 61A-1. Purpose. 

The City of Norwalk finds that leaf blowers represent a significant source of environmental 
pollution in the form of high- and low-frequency noise, carbon and noncarbon emissions, and 
dust particulate, which represent a present threat to the public peace and to the health, safety, 
and welfare of the residents of the City, the landscape workers who use these machines, and 
wildlife. Noise generated by leaf blowers interferes with the physical and psychological well-
being of persons, as leaf blowers generate low-frequency noise at high-decibel levels, exposure 
to which has been determined to generate severe adverse health effects, including hearing loss, 
tinnitus, reduced cognitive performance, heart disease, and hypertension. Leaf blowers displace 
significant amounts of particulate matter, spreading pollen, mold, chemical pesticides, and other 
fine particulates which are harmful to human health. Wildlife is also harmed by the use of 
leaf blowers. Internal-combustion leaf blowers are recognized as "hyper-polluters," emitting 
significant carbon and noncarbon emissions in greater magnitudes than automobiles over similar 
operating periods. Accordingly, the City will regulate the use of leaf blowers to minimize and 
mitigate the harmful effects of their use. 

§ 61A-2. Definitions. 

As used in this chapter, the following terms have the meanings indicated: 

ELECTRIC LEAF BLOWER — A Leaf Blower that is powered by only electric means, 
including, but not limited to, corded, battery-powered and cordless rechargeable Leaf Blowers. 

INTERNAL COMBUSTION LEAF BLOWER — A Leaf Blower that is powered by an internal 
combustion engine or rotary engine using gasoline, diesel, alcohol, or other liquid or gaseous 
fluids. 

LEAF BLOWER — Any motorized device that is used or designed to move leaves, grass 
clippings, dust, dirt, or other matter by directing high-velocity air by such device. 

PERSON — An individual, partnership, limited-liability company, society, association, joint 
stock company, corporation, estate, receiver, trustee, assignee, referee or any other legal entity and 
any other person acting in a fiduciary or representative capacity, whether appointed by a court or 
otherwise, and any combination thereof. 

§ 61A-3. Prohibition on the operation of Internal Combustion Leaf Blowers. 

Effective January 1, 2027, for individual properties of two acres or less, and January 1, 2028, for 
individual properties of more than two acres: 

A. No Person shall operate an Internal Combustion Leaf Blower in the City of Norwalk. 

B. No owner of real property, tenant in possession of real property, or Person in control of real 
property shall allow the operation of an Internal Combustion Leaf Blower on such real 
property in the City of Norwalk. 

C. No Person who owns or operates a gardening, landscape maintenance, or similar service shall 
allow an employee or agent of that service to operate an Internal Combustion Leaf Blower in 
the City of Norwalk. 

City of Norwalk, CT
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§ 61A-4. Required safety features for the use of Leaf Blowers. [Amended 5-28-2024] 

No Person who owns or operates a gardening, landscape maintenance, or similar service shall 
allow an employee or agent of that service to operate an Internal Combustion Leaf Blower in 
the City of Norwalk without manufacturer recommended and rated personal protective equipment 
in accordance with industry standards, potentially including, but not limited to, eye, hearing and 
respiratory protection. This subsection shall go into effect on August 1, 2024. 

§ 61A-5. Prohibition of the operation of Leaf Blowers during certain months and hours of 
the day. 

§ 61A-6. Temporary suspension for storm and hurricane or other emergencies. 

The Mayor of the City of Norwalk, in their sole discretion, may temporarily suspend provisions 
of this chapter to allow the use of Leaf Blowers for cleanup and debris removal in the event of a 
storm, hurricane, or similar extreme weather event, or other emergency. 

§ 61A-7. Violations and penalties; responsible parties. 

A. Lawns, gardens and other landscapes. A Leaf Blower, whether it be an Internal Combustion 
Leaf Blower (prior to their absolute prohibition) or an Electric Leaf Blower, may only be 
operated on lawns, gardens, parks, woodlands, playing fields, and other landscapes in the 
City of Norwalk during the following periods of the year: 

(1) April 1 through June 1; and 

(2) October 15 through December 15. 

B. Impervious surfaces. Electric Leaf Blowers may be used any day of the year on sidewalks, 
streets, parking lots, pool decks, and other impervious surfaces. 

C. Operating hours. During the periods of the year when Leaf Blowers are permitted to be 
operated in the City of Norwalk, they may only be operated during the following hours: 

(1) Monday through Friday, excluding state and federal holidays: between 8:00 a.m. and 
6:00 p.m. 

(2) Saturday: between 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

(3) Sundays and state and federal holidays: property owners and tenants in possession of 
real property only and only between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 

D. Water emergency. Notwithstanding the provisions of this § 61A-5, the use of any Leaf 
Blower may be further restricted by the Mayor in the event of a water emergency pursuant to 
§ 57C-4 of the Norwalk City Code. 

A. Upon the initial violation of any of the provisions of this chapter, the Person in violation shall 
be issued a written warning, with no penalty being imposed. 

B. For any further violation of any of the provisions of this chapter, the Person in violation shall 
be fined a penalty of not more than $250 per subsequent offense. For purposes of this chapter, 

City of Norwalk, CT
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§ 61A-8. Effective date. 

Except as provided in §§ 61A-3 and 61A-4, this chapter shall be effective on September 1, 2024. 
Provided that § 61A-3 shall only take effect if the Council has affirmatively voted by majority 
vote as of September 1, 2026, to implement § 61A-3. 

each use of a Leaf Blower on a property constitutes a separate violation. 

C. Notwithstanding Subsection A, a Person who owns or operates a gardening, landscape 
maintenance or similar service shall be solely responsible for violations of this chapter by its 
employees and agents. 

D. Any aggrieved Person may file an appeal to the Superior Court for the Judicial District of 
Stamford/Norwalk in accordance with Connecticut law. 

City of Norwalk, CT
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