CITY OF NORWALK
AD-HOC SUSTAINABILITY AND RESILIENCE COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
JULY 9, 2025

ATTENDANCE:	Johan Lopez, Chair; Barbara Smyth; Lisa Shanahan (6:06); Nora Niedzielski-Eichner (6:26)

STAFF:		Jodi Trendler, Director of Sustainability and Resilience; Tom Livingston,
			Chief of Staff

OTHERS:		Diane Lauricella, Diane Cece

I. CALL TO ORDER

Chair Lopez called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.  A quorum was not present.

II. ROLL CALL

A Roll Call of those present was performed. 

III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Ms. Lauricella of 21 Little Fox Lane came forward. She expressed strong interest in the agenda topic and referenced past discussions with Ms. Smyth and Mr. Lopez about the Mayor’s former Energy and Environmental Task Force. She emphasized the importance of strong leadership and allowing subcommittees. She encouraged seeking resumes from community members with expertise in areas like solar and waste management.

Ms. Cece of the East Norwalk Neighborhood Association came forward. She voiced concern over the meeting starting early and advised she was present to listen in. 


IV. NEW BUSINESS

A. Community Sustainability and Resilience Task Force

Ms. Shanahan arrived at 6:10 p.m.

Ms. Trendler came forward to discuss this item. She provided a slide show outlining the potential framework structure for the task force. She discussed the following: 

· Norwalk Sustainability & Resilience Task Force Overview
· Benefits of a Sustainability Community Task Force
· Management/Committee structure.
· Subcommittee Structure
· Mitigation + Adaptation Subcommittee.
· Energy Subcommittee
· Electric Vehicles Subcommittee
· Food Security Subcommittee
· Biking & Walking Subcommittee
· Waste & Circular Economy Subcommittee
· Building & Development Subcommittee
· Next Steps

A draft resolution was briefly discussed, which would serve as a formal commitment once finalized. 

Ms. Niedzielski-Eichner joined at 6:13 p.m. 

Discussion followed regarding the purpose of the subcommittees and whether the task force should remain a grassroots, community-driven effort or evolve into a more formal City commission. There was strong support for starting informally to encourage broader participation and ensure involvement from residents, local experts, and businesses. The importance of community engagement in shaping the task force was emphasized. It was agreed that feedback should be gathered and the resolution reviewed by the Committee before presenting it to the full Council.

V. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES

A. Regular Meeting: June 11, 2025

** MS. NIEDZIELSKI-EICHNER MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF JUNE 11, 2025 AS SUBMITTED.
** THE MOTION PASSED WITH THREE (3) IN FAVOR AND ONE (1) ABSTENTION (SMYTH).


VI. ADJOURNMENT

** MS. SHANAHAN MOVED TO ADJOURN.
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:38 p.m.
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