REGULAR MEETING — ORDINANCE COMMITTEE
AGENDA
OCTOBER 21, 2025, 7:00 PM
BY ZOOM VIRTUAL MEETING

To allow public access, anyone may access a meeting by telephone and/or Zoom, or a recording in the City of

W

Norwalk YouTube channel. Specific instructions and links can be found at norwalkct.gov/meetings.

Members of the public may call in to participate. Callers will not be able to see the meeting
participants. All participants will be muted upon entering the meeting. To speak, dial *9 on the phone
and you will be called on by the host of the meeting during the public comment section. All speakers
must state their name and address. Comments must be on a topic on the agenda, and are limited to
three minutes. Anyone disrupting the orderly conduct of the meeting, including by using threatening,
hateful, or sexually-explicit language, will be removed. Please find the information using the link
above.

Members of the public who wish to provide "live comments" may also use the Zoom meeting platform.
All participants will be muted upon entering the meeting. To speak, click the “raise your hand
indicator” and you will be called by the host of the meeting during the public comment section. All
speakers must state their name and address. Comments must be on a topic on the agenda, and are
limited to three minutes. Anyone disrupting the orderly conduct of the meeting, including by using
threatening, hateful, or sexually-explicit language, will be removed. Please find the information using
the link above.

Members of the public who wish to provide public comment are encouraged to submit those via email
in advance of the meeting. For these comments to be included into the record, they must be
submitted by 12:00 p.m. the day of the meeting. Please email Brian Candela at
bcandela@norwalkct.gov with the subject line “Public Comment” to provide written public comment
prior to the meeting.

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL
PUBLIC HEARING

A. Discuss and vote on Chapter 84, Retirement Benefits, Article |, Post-Employment
Benefits Trust, Sections 84-2 and 84-3

B. Discuss and vote on Chapter 126, Pension Plan, Sections 126-1, 126-2, 126-3, 126-4,
126-4 and 126-6

C. Discuss and vote on new ordinance, Residential Parking Permit Program

D. Discuss and vote on Chapter 112, Trees, Sections 112-1, 112-2, 112-3, 112-4, 112-5,
112-6, 112-7, 112-8, 112-9, 112-10, 112-11, 112-12, 112-13, 112-14 and 112-15

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND COMMENT
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V. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES

A. Discuss and vote on September 16, 2025 — regular meeting of the ordinance
committee

VL. OLD BUSINESS

A. Discuss and vote on Chapter 68 Noise, Sections 68-1, 68-2, 68-4, 68-6, 68-7, 68-8, 68-
9, 68-10, 68-12, 68-13, 68-14 and 68-15

VIL. NEW BUSINESS

A. Discuss and vote on new ordinance: Use of School Bus Violations Enforcement
Systems

B. Discuss and vote on new ordinance: Use of Photo Noise Violation Monitoring

Devices
VIII. DISCUSSION
IX. ADJOURNMENT
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Legal Notice of Public Hearing
Notice is hereby given that the Common Council Ordinance Committee will hold a Public
Hearing on Tuesday, October 21, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. by way of videoconference/teleconference
for the purpose of discussing and voting on Chapter 84, Retirement Benefits, Article 1, Post-
Employment Benefits Trust, Sections 84-2 and 84-3. Please check the Ordinance Committee
agenda for additional details and instructions about how to attend this Public Hearing by way of
videoconference/teleconference. The Ordinance Committee agenda will be posted on the City
website by October 17, 2025.

Chapter 84
RETIREMENT BENEFITS
ARTICLE !
Post-Employement Benefits Trust

§ 84-2. Other Post-Employment Benefits Board.

Immediately upon the enactment of this article, the Norwalk City Employees' Pension Board
shali constitute the Other Post-Employment Benefits Board of Trustees for the OPEB Trust,
hereinafter referred to as the "OPEB Board." The members of said OPEB Board shall receive no
compensation for serving as trustees—Fhie-Civ-Comptrobershall-serps-m-ai-en-afieio wesmber
efthe DPER- Board. The-other fve members and shall serve terms coextensive with their
respective terms as members of the Norwalk City Employees' Pension Board.

§ 84-3. Duties of OPEB Board.

The OPEB Board shall perform the duties set forth in the OPEB Trust Agreement, as amended
from time to timne, relating to the management of the assets held in the OPEB Trust. The Gty
CompiretlesChiel Financial Officer or their designes shall have the care and custody of all such
funds and shall have the power, with the approval of the OPEB Board, to invest such funds in
securities legal for investment for trust funds.

Dated at Nor%ﬁcﬂcut this ! z f!‘day of September 2025.

ATTEST:
Iren¥ Dixon, City Clerk

THE HOUR: Ptease publish once on Friday, October 10, 2025

a
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BLIC NOTICES

Ruotlce of Publlc Hearing

iitieq will kol 3 Public Heading on Tuesday, October 21, 2025 at 7:00 p m. by way of
ting on Chapter 126. Pension Plan, Sections 126-1, 126-2, 126-3, 126-4, 126-5 and 126-
s and instructions about how 1o attend this Public Hearing by way of videoconiesence/
tha City websita by October §7, 2025,

Chzpler 128
PENSION PLAN

iy of Norwatk, Gonnechicut, in § 1891 of the Morwalk Gity Charter, there shall be created
fated herein.

tha Bard of Trustess of the Norwalk City Employees’ Pension Fund (e “Pension

Gommon Council {the “Public Members™):
ng employees participating in the Norwalk City Employees’ Pension Pian: and

1k. The Mayor thall designata one Public Member as Chair. Each Public Member shatl
1 ol each year, and unti their successers are 3ppointed and qualilied. Any vacangy of
Sommon Gouncil for the remainder of (he tarm of the Public Member whose placa has

of senving as such.
purpose of fransacting business.

orwalk ity Employees’ Pansion Fund, relating Lo the management of such funds,
¢ care and custody of all such funds and shall have the power, with approval of the
st funds.

1ems of ratirement allowancas for Ihe city's regular, tuli-time paid emplayees, as more
egistrar of Voters and the Tawn Clerk), policemen and firemen who are provided wilh
onal employess of the Board of Education wha are mambers of the Stale Teachers’

15 and the city to a fund or lunds from which allowances shafl be paid.

o company, bank or trust company. or any pihér company with which it is legal 1o
1 of its retirement plans, subject to the provisions ol the City Chartar and General

\ain Ihe folfowing minimem provislons:
sha?l be actuarially sound
s Irom the first date of their employment regardiess ol age except those stated in § 4.

tent on o after September 1, 1965, and who have complated mors than thres ysars'
aid pension plan may elect to be enrolled for an additional period not to exceed thiee
aid plan for tha thres additional years or any portion Ihereot, and provided that said
six months from tha effective date of this amendmant

# ol B2 for all city emplovees. 0 no event wilk an employes continue i the sarvice of the

ayes, or sarly retirament a1 age 55, with 15 years of service, in an actuarially reduced

ension plan shalk provide, at the normal selirement age of 62, an annual retirament
;mraqe of the highest thres years’ salary during the final live years ol employmentj
years,

fice, the anrual banelil amount so determined shall bo converied to a monthly amouat
+ the actual morithly amount of the soclal security benefif, whichever is less.

ficg, the annual banelit amount 50 determined shall be converted 19 4 monthly amounl.
10t $135, or the aclua! monthly amount of the social sacurity benefit, whichever is less,
25.

n;enl date ba less than tha benefil computed as {olows:
mployea would recaive if they had 25 years of cred ted sarvice.
shall be deducied (he social security benefit, not to excasd 5135 per month. lo which

+ of Narwalk wha are covered by an agraement batween the city and Lhe ity of Norwalk
AFSCME-AFL-CI0, dated July 1, 1976, and who are members of the pensien plan,
nount detarmined in Subsection E(2)(a) the social sacurity benalit, not to axcesd $100
Is antilled. The funds 1o provide lor Ihe added payménts to employees covered by this
tided by tha city from an account designated "Pension B Account” and not from any

* paymenis conternptated under the pension plan.

1 of Norwalk who are covered by the agreement between the city and Ihe Norwalk
i who are members of tha pansion plan, thers shall be deducted from the amount
e social security benafil, not 1o excesd $100 per month, 1o which the employee

+ the added paymants to employees covered by this Subsection E(2)¢b)[2) shan be
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¥ of Norwalk who are cavered by an agragment between the city and the Norwalk Pubtic
Jrses Associalion, and who are members of the pension pian, said employees shall
lo thase provided lor in Subsection E(2)(0)[2] above

rice, thay shall receiia Iha retirement banetit computad in Subsection E(2)(b) above.
fvice, They shall recaive that portion of the amaunt camputed In Subsection E(2)(b)
s,

Fath benefit of at least 12 months' salary if death ocurs priof to refirement,

PUBLIC NOTICES

Notice is hereby given that the Common Council Ordinance Committee
will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, October 21, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. by
way of videoconference/teleconference for the purpose of discussing and
voting on Chapter 84, Retirement Benefits, Article I, Post-Employment
Benefits Trust, Sections 84-2 and 84-3. Please check the Ordinance
Committee agenda for additional details and instructions about how to
attend this Public Hearing by way of videoconference/ieleconference.
The Ordinance Committee agenda will be posted on the City website by
October 17, 2025.

Chapter 84
RETIREMENT BENEFITS
ARTICLE!
Post- Employment Benefits Trust
§ 84-2. Other Post- Empiloyment Benefits Board.

immediately upon the enactment of this article, the Norwalk City
Employvees' Pension Board shall constitute the Other Post-Employment
Benefits Board of Trustees for the OPEB Trust, hereinafter referredto as
the “OPEB Board.” The members of said OPEB Board shall receive no
compensation for serving as trustees and shall serve terms coextensive
with their respective terms as members of the Norwalk City Employees’
Pension Board.

§ 84-3. Duties of OPEB Board.

The OPEB Board shall perform the duties set forth in the OPE® Trust
Agreement, as amended from time to time, relating to the management
of the assets held in the OPEB Trust. The Chief Financial Officer or their
designee shall have the care and custody of all such funds and shall have
the power, with the approval of the OPEB Board, to invest such funds in
securities legal for investment for trust funds.

Dated at Norwalk, Connecticutthis _ day of September 2025.
ATTEST:
Irene Dixon, City Clerk
THE HOUR: Please publish once on Friday, October 10, 2025
| eaal Notice of Public Heari

Notice is hereby given that the Common Council Ordinance Committee will hold a
Public Hearing on Tuesday, October 21, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. by way of videoconference/
teleconference for the purpose of discussing and voting on a new ordinance, the
Residential Parking Permit Program. Please check the Ordinance Committee agenda
for additional details and instructions about how to attend this Public Hearing by way
of videoconference/teleconference. The Ordinance Committee agenda will be posted
on the City website by October 17, 2025.

§ Residential Parking Permit Program’s Purpose

This article is enacted in response to the adverse effects caused to certain areas

and neighborhoods of the City by motor vehicle congestion, particularly the long-
term parking of motor vehicles on the streets of such areas and neighborhoods by
nonresidents thereof. In order to protect and promote the integrity of these areas

and neighborhoods, it is necessary o enact parking regulations restricting unlimited
parking by nonresidents therein, while providing the opportunity for residents to park
near their homes. For the reasons set forth in this article, a system of preferential
resident parking is hereby enacted for the City of Norwalk.

§ Residential Parking Permit Program Guidelines

In accordance with the provisions of this Chapter and the Parking Authority
guidelines and standards, as amended from time to time, the Parking Authority
shall establish a residential parking permit program. The Parking Authority shall.
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Legal Notice of Public Hearing
Notice 1s hereby given that the Common Council Ordinance Committee will hold a Public
Hearing on Tuesday, October 21, 2025 at 7:00 p.m, by way of videcconference/teleconference
for the purpose of discussing and voting on Chapter 126, Pension Plan, Sections 126-1, 126-2,
126-3, 126-4, 126-5 and 126-6. Please check the Ordinance Committee agenda for additional
details and instructions about how to attend this Public Hearing by way of
videoconference/teleconference. The Ordinance Committee agenda will be posted on the City
website by October 17, 2025.

Chapter 126
PENSION PLAN

§ 1. Authority.

Pursuant to the authonty granted to said Common Council of the City of Norwalk, Connecticut,
in § 1891 of the Norwalk City Charter, there shall be created and established for such city a
pension plan for city employees as stated herein.

§ 2. Pension Board,
There shatl besppossed-bathe bhrvar e Oyl bropwatlprmediatel o the hrciieet

of thus ordbrance S contineed by @ rapory of the foorveal Oommon Oooneid, a bBoard

composed of 12 membersesnsistingaffi+e; who shall constitute the Board of Trustees forof the

Norwalk City Employees' Pension Fund-hessinaftesseferred to-a< (the "Pension Board:"). The

composition of the Penston Board shall be a5 follows-:

A. Six members appointed by the Mavor and confirmed by the Common Counei! {the - ' Formatted: Indent: Ranging: 0.5* |
“Pyblic Members"; . “

K. _Five members designated by a coalition of unions representing employees paricipaling in
the Morwalk Cyty Employees' Pension Plan; and

C.__ The Chief Financial Officer or their designes, : | Formatted: List Péngraph.?dent: Hanging: 0.5",

. " . Numbered + Level. t + Numbering Style: A, B, C, .. +
Each of the Public Mewmbers shall be an elector of the Ciry of Morwalk. The Mavur shall Start at: 1 + Alignment, Left + Aligned at: 0.25" +
designate one Public Member as Chair. Each Public Member shall be appointed for a ten of Indent at: 0.5°
[Fvefour] years, commencing on September 1 of each year, and unttl their successars are 'HFormattld: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt
appointed and qualified. Fhe members-ofsaid-Persion Board-shall- receive Ao-compensation-for o o B
serving as-a Frustee.

L. The Oy ComptroHer shath-serveas an e odThos penber of the Board—The other five
nierrbers shall be appointed to serve-terms of one year, two years; three-yearsfour years-and

frwe years, fespectively, and thereafter thewr suvcessurs shall e appranted for o tean of live years
on-Septerber--of-each-vyear Any vacancy of 3 Public Member shall be filled by the Mayor and
confipmed by the Commeon Council for the remainder of the werim of the Public Member whose
place has become vacant,

The members of the Pension Board shall recerve nio compensation for serving as such
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A majonty of the Public Members shall constitute 3 quorum for the purpose of transacting * | Formatted: Indent: Left: 0", I-‘ir_st_line: o
business

§ 3. Dauties of the Pension Board.

The Pension Board shal! perform the duties of the Trustees of the Norwalk City Employees’
Pension Fund, relating to the management of such funds, except that the City CompientlerChiel
Financial Officer or their designee shall have the care and custody of all such funds and shall
have the power, with approval of the Board, to invest such funds in securities legal for
investment for trust funds.

§ 4. Retirement allowances.

The Pension Board shall put into effect and provide a system or systems of retirement
allowances for the city's regular, full-time paid employees, as more fully defined by the Board,
except elected officials {other than each Registrar of Voters and the Town Clerk), policemen and
firemen who are provided with pensions under provisions of the Norwalk City Charter-§§-+-3%

thrpiph 33 and-53 - threuph 52 respectively, and professional employees of the

Board of Education who are members of the State Teachers' Retirement System, and provide for
contributions by such employees and the city to a fund or funds from which allowances shall be
paid.

§ 5. Contracts.

The Pension Board shall be empowered to contract with any insurance company, bank or trust
company, ot any other company with which it is legal to invest pension funds, for the purpose of
insuring the whole or any part of its retirement plans, subject to the provisions of the City
Charter and General Statutes of the State of Connecticut as made and provided.

§ 6. Pension plan; provisions.

The pension plan to be administered by the Pension Board shall contain the following minimum
provisions:

Al The plan shall be a flexible split-funded retirement plan and shail be actuarially sound.

B. The plan shall include all permanent full-time city employees from the first date of their
employment regardless of age except those stated in § 4.

C. All presently enrolled employees who commenced employment on or after September 1,
1965, and who have completed more than three years' continuous service for which they
have not contributed to said pension plan may elect to be enrolled for an additional period
not to exceed three years, provided that said employee agrees to contribute to said plan
for the three additional years or any portion thereof, and provided that said election is
submitted in writing to the Pension Board within six months from the effective date of
this amendment.

D. Retirement age.
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(1) The pension plan shall include a voluntary retirement age of 62 for all city employees.
In no event will an employee continue in the service of the city after the month in which
he-they attains age 70,

(2) The pension plan shall provide, at the option of the employee, for early retirement at
age 55, with 15 years of service, tn an actuarially reduced amount.

Retirement benefits.

(1) For all employees with at least 10 years of service, the pension plan shall provide, at
the normal retirement age of 62, an annual retirement benefit equal to 2% of the final
average salary [which is the average of the highest three years' salary during the final five
years of employment] times the number of years of service up to a maximum of 30 years.

(a} For employees with between 25 and 30 years of service, the annual benefit
amount s0 determined shall be converted to a monthly amount. This amount shall
then be reduced by either $135 or the actual monthly amount of the social secunty
benefit, whichever is less.

(b) For employees with between 10 and 235 years of service, the annual benefit
amount so determined shall be converted to a monthly amount. This amount shall
then be reduced by the proportion of $135, or the actual monthly amount of the
social secunty benefit, whichever is less, which the employee's actual years of
service bear to 25.

(2) In no event shall a retirement benefit at the normal retirement date be less than the
benefit computed as follows:

(a)  There shall first be determined the total benefit the employee would receive if
theyhe had 25 years of credited service.

(b}  From the amount determined in Subsection E{2)(a) shall be deducted the social
security benefit, not to exceed $135 per month, to which the employee is entitled.

[t] In the case of employees of the City of Norwalk who are covered by an
agreement between the city and the City of Norwalk Municipal
Employees, Locat 2405, AFSCME-AFL-CIO, dated July I, 1976, and who
are members of the pension plan, there shal! be deducted from the amount
determined in Subsection E(2)(a) the social security benefit, not to exceed
$100 per month, to which the employee is entitled. The funds to provide
for the added payments to employees covered by this Subsection
E(2)(b){ 1] shall be provided by the city from an account designated
"Pension B Account” and not from any fund or funds provided for all
other payments contemplated under the pension plan.

[2] In the case of employees of the City of Norwalk who are covered by the
agreement between the city and the Norwalk Municipal Employees
Association and who are members of the pension plan, there shall be
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deducted from the amount determined in Subsection E(2)(a) the social
security benefit, not to exceed $100 per month, to which the employee is
entitled. The funds to provide for the added payments to employees
covered by this Subsection E(2)(b)[2] shall be provided by the city from
an account designated "Pension C Account” and not from any fund or
funds provided for all other payments contemplated under the pension
plan.

3] In the case of employees of the City of Norwalk who are covered by an
agreement between the city and the Norwalk Public Health Nurses Unit,
Connecticut Nurses Association, and who are members of the pension
plan, said employees shall receive pension benefits equivalent to those
provided for in Subsection E(2)(b)[2] above.

(©) If the employee has 25 or more years of service, theyhe shall receive the
retirement benefit computed in Subsection E(2)(b) above.

(d) If the employee has less than 25 years of service, theyhe shall receive that portion
of the amount computed in Subsection E(2)}{b) above as his years of service relate
to 25 years.

Death benefits.

(1)  The pension plan shall provide a death benefit of at least 12 months' salary if
death oceurs prior to retirement.

(2}  The pension plan shall provide total retirement income for 60 months in the event

that death should occur after retirement.

The pension plan shall include, at termination of employment other than death or normal
retirement:

n

@
3)

Full vesting as to each employee after 10 years' participation. Fully vested
benefits begin at age 62.

A benefit payable at age 62, as computed in Subsection E above.

The employee, however, at theirhis option, may elect, in lieu thereof, to receive
contributions as made by thembim.

Disability benefits.

n

@

The pension plan shall include disability benefits to include the full-vesting rights
for the employee in the event of total and permanent disability, which benefits
shall be payable at the age of 62.

An employee who has 15 years of service and who becomes totally and
permanently disabled shall be eligible to receive theirkis benefits within six
months of such total and permanent disability, in an actuarially reduced amount.
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Commencing September |, 1967, employee contributions to the plan shall be a maximum
of 1 1/2% of the base salary which is subject to social security tax and 5% on the salary
covered by the pension plan but not subject to social security tax.

The city shall contribute from time to time such sums as are necessary to put said plan
into effect and to maintain same on a sound actuarial basis.

(Reserved)

Participation in said plan shall be voluntary for city employees eligible for enroliment at
the time and date of adoption of the plan by the Pension Board. Thereafter, participation
by all new employees shall be mandatory except for such employees as are now
employed by the city and have not heretofore been included in said plan. No new city
employee who is receiving periodic retirement or disability benefits from any City of
Norwalk pension ptan will be allowed to contribute to or join any City of Norwalk
pension plan.

Open enrollment period.

(1)  Any person who was employed on September 1, 1965, but did not enroll in said
pension plan may enroll with full credit for past service, provided that an election
for enroliment is made in writing to the Pension Board within one month from the
effective date of this amendment and provided that said employee contributes all
sums that would have been paid if said employee enrolled in the pension plan on
September 1, 1965.

(2}  Any person who was employed on September 1, 1965, but who was not eligible to
enroil in said pension plan because of either age or length of service and who
subsequently enrolled in said pension plan may elect to be enrolled for an
additional period not to exceed three years, provided that said employee agrees to
contribute (o said plan for the three additional years, or any portion thereof, and
provided that said election is submitted in writing to the Pension Board within six
months from the effective date of this amendment.

(3} Any person presently employed by the city but who was not eligible to enroll in
said pension plan because of either age or length of service may enroll with full
credit for past service, provided that said employee contributes all sums that
would have been paid if said employee enrolled in the pension plan on the date of
his employment or on September 1, 1965, whichever shall be the later date.

{4) Each Registrar of Voters and the Town Clerk previously not eligible to enroli in
said pension plan may enroll with full credit for past service, provided that said
official contributes all sums that would have been paid if said official enrotled in
the pension pian on the date of his-erhertheir employment or on September 1,
1965, whichever shall be the later date. Only the Registrar of Voters or Town
Clerk who are in office at the effective date of this ordinance, or thereafter, shall
be entitled to inciusion in the pension plan.
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h
Dated at Norwalk, Connecticut this ' 7 day of September 2025,
ATTEST: %‘k/kﬂ-«

Iredé Dixon, City Clerk

THE HOUR: Please publish once on Friday, October 10, 2025
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B6 FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICES

\saat Notice of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given ihat the Common Ceundd Crdinance Commiies wil hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, October 21, 2025 at 7:00 p.m by way of
videoconference/teleconterence tor the Puipose of discussing and voting on Chapter 126, Pension Plan, Sections 126-1, 1262, 126-3, 126-4,126-5 and 126
6. Please check tha Qrdinance Commitice agenda for addrtional detaifs and instructions aboul how (o attend this Pubkc Hearing by way of vidsoconfarencel
teleconterence. The Ordinance Committee 3g6nda will be posted on the City website by October 17, 2025,

Chapler 126
FENSION PLAN

§ 1. Authority,

Puisuant to tha autharity granted to said Common Council of the City of Nonwalk, Cornecticut, in § 1891 of the Narwalk City Charter, there shall be creatsd
and established for uch city a pansian plan for city emplayees as stated herein,

§ 2. Penslon Board.

Thera shail a board composed of 12 members who shall constifute the Board of Trustees of (he Norwalk City Employess’ Pension Fund {the “Pension
Board"). The composition of the Pension Board shall ba as foklows:

A Six members appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by the Commaon Council (the “Public Members”™);
8 Five members designated by a coaiition of unions representing employees participating in the Norwak City Employees’ Pension Plan; and
C.  The Chigd Financial Miicer or Iheir designes.

Each of the Public Members shall be an elector of the Gity of Norwalk_ The Mayor shall designate one Public Member as Chair, Each Public Member shall

be appainted lor a term of [iour] years, commencing on September 1 of each year, and until their sweressors are appointed and qualitied. Any vacancy of

a Public Member shall be filled by the Mayor and confirmed by the Common Council for the remainder ot ihe farm of Ihe Pubdic Member whosa place hag
& vacant.

The members of the Persion Board shall receive nio compensalion for serving as such.
A majority of tfs Pubfic Members shall constiute a quorum for the purpose of Iansacting business.
§ 3. Duties of the Pension Board.

Thie Pension Board shall periom (he duties of Ihe Trustsss of ihe Norwalk City Employess™ Pension Fund, salating to the managemen of such funds,
axcept that the Chief Financiat Otficer or their designea shall have the care and custody of all such funds and shafl have the power, with approval of the
Board, to invest such funds in securities legal tor lavestment for trust funds.

§ 4. Ratiroment aliowances.

The Pension Board shall put into effect and Provide a syslem or syslems af refirement allowances Jor the city’s requiar, {ub-time paid EMpQyses, as more
fully defined by the Board, excepl slecied oHicials (other than each Registrar of Volers and the Town Clark), policeman and firemen who are Pprowided with
pensions under provisions of the Norwalk City Charter, and protessional employees of the Board of Education who are members of the State Teachess'
Ratirement System, and provide for tbutions by such employees and Ihe city lo a fund or funds from which allowancas shajl ba paid.

§ 5. Confracts.

The Penslon Board shall be empowered to contract with any i company, bank or trust company, or amy othar company with which i is legal to
invest penslon funds, for the purpose of insuring the whole or any part of its retirement plans, subject to the provisions of the City Chartar and General
Stalutes of the State of Connecticu as mads and provided. -

§ 8. Peasion plam; provisions.

The pension plan to be administered by 1he Pension Board shall contain the fofiowing minimum provisions:

A The plan shall be a fexible split-funded retirement pan and shall be actuanally sound

B. The plan shatl includs al permanent fu-time city employees from the lirst date of their employment regardiess of age except thosa stated m § 4.

[ All presenily enrollad employees whi commenced smploymen on or afier September 1, 1965, and who have complated more than three years'
continuous sarvica for which they have not contributed 10 saidf pension plan may elect to be ensollad for an additignal period not lo exceed three
years, providad thal sakf employed agrees fo ibute to said plan for tha three additional Years of any portion thereo!, and provided that said

edection is submitted in writing 10 tha Pension Board within six months lrom Ihe effective dafe of this amendment.

D. Relirement age

(1) The pension plan shatl includs a valuntary retirement age of 62 for all city employees. In no event will an employes continue in the servica of the
City aftar the month in which they attain aga 70.

(2) The pension plan shall provide, at tha option of the empioyee, for earty retirement at g6 55, with 15 years of service, In an actuarially reduced
amount

E Refirement bénefits.

(1) For all employess with at leas! 10 years ol sarvica, the pensian plan shall provide. at the normal tefirement age of B2, an annual relirement
benalit equd o 2% of (ha final average salary [which is tha average of the highes! Ihrea years' satary during the final five years of employment)
times the numbar of years ol sarvice up 10 a maximem of 26 yeais.

{a)  For employees with between 25 and 30 years of service. the annual benedit amount so datermined shafl be converted 10 a monthly amgunt
‘This amour shah then be reduced by either $135 or the actuz! monthly amount of the sociz! security bengtit, whichever Is less,

{b)  For employses wiih betwsen 10 and 25 years of servics, he anaual benefit amount s determined shall ba converied to a monthiy amaunt,
This amaunt shall then be raduced by the proportion of $135. or the actual monthly amount of the soclal security benafit, whichever i less.
which the émployes’s actual years of servics bear fo 25

{2) In g event shalf a retirement baneit a1 the nommal retirement date be kess than the benefit computad 1 follows.
{a}  Thase shatl first be datermined the total benefit the emplayes would recaive if they had 25 years of crediled service.

ib}  From the amount desermined In Subsection E(2}{a) shall be deducted the social secunty benefit, not to excesd $135 per month, (o which
1he employes is antitled.

Hj In the casa of employaes of Iha Gity of Korwalk who are covered by an agreement between the city and the City of Norwalk
Municipal Emplayees, Locat 2405, AFSCME-AFL-Ci0, dated July 1, 1976, and who ars members of tha pansion plan,
there shall ba deducted iram the amount delermined In Subsection E(2}{a) the sockal securily benshil. not to exceed $100
pet month, to which the employss is entitied. The funds to piovide for the addad payments to employees covered by this
Subssetion E(2}b}|1} shall be provided by tha city from am account designated “Pension B Account” and not from any
fund or funds provided tor ab other payments contemnplated under ihe pension plan.

[2] In the case ol employees of he City of Norwalk who ars covared by the agresmant batween the city and the Norwalk
Municipal Employees Association and who are membess of the pansion plan, there shall be deducted from the amount
detarmined in Subsection E{2){a) the sacial securtty benefit, not to excesd $100 per month, 10 which the empl
is entitied, Tha lunds 1o provide for the added paymignts ho empliyyess covered by this Subsection E2){b)[2] shall be
provided by the city from an account designated "Pension C Account” and nol from any fund or funds provided for alt
other payments contemplated under tha pension plan.

3] In the case of employees of the City of Norwalk who are covered by an agresmant between the city and the Norwalk Pubtic
Health Nurses Unit, Connecticut Nurses Associalion, and who are members of the pension plan, said empicyess shall
receive pension benefils equivaloni Io those provided for In Subsection E{2){b}[2] abowe

{t) It ihe smployea has 25 or more years of service Ihey shall receive the relirement benafil computed in Subsection E(2)(b) above.
(] If the employea has less than 25 years of sarvice, they shal receive that portion of the amoun) computed in Subsection E(2)b)
o abave as his hears ol service ralate 10 25 yaarg
F. Death beneiis.
{1) The pension plan shall provide a death benafit g al least 12 manths sstary it death occurs prier o retirement
2 Tha REREnn ab Ter o BT P R AR Page 11 of
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§ B. Pension pian; provisions.

The pension plan 1o ba administered by ihe Pension Board shall contaln the loliowing minimurn provisions:

A Tha plan shall be a Hexible split-funded retirement plan and shak be actuarially sound.

8. The plan shal includa al parmanent full-time ity employees trom the first date of their employment regardless of aga excepl thosa stated in §4.

[} Al presently enrolled employees who commanced employmént on of after September 1, 1565, and who have compleled more than thres years'
continuous sarvice for which thay have not contributed to sa¥l pension plan may elect 1o bg snrolled lor an additional period not 1o axceed Lhres
years, provided (hat said employes agrees 10 contributa to said plan for the thres additional years of any portin thareol, and provided that said
elaction Is submitied [n writing o the Pension Board within six months from the effective date of this amendment

0. Relirement age.

(1) The pension plan shall includa a voluntary retirement aga of 62 for all city employees. In no event will an employee continua in the service of the
city aftar the month in which they aktain age 70.

[2) The pamsion plan shall provide, at the aplion ol the employea, for early retiremend at age 55, with 15 years ol sarvics, in an actuadially reduced
amount.
£ Retiremanl benefits.

(1) For all employess with al feas 10-years ol servica, the pansion plan shal provide, a1 the normat retirement age of 62, an annual celirement

benafit equal to 2% of tha final average satary {which |s the average of 1he highest three years' salary during tha {inal live years of employment]
timas the number of years of service up lo.a maximum of 30 years.

{a)  For smployees with betwean 25 and 30 years of servica, the annual benelit amount so daterminad shalt be converied to a monthdy amounl.
This amount shall then be reduced by efther $135 ar the actua! manthly amount of the social security benefit, whichaver Is bess.

. {b}  For amployses with betwean 10 and 25 ysars of servica, Ihe annual benetil amounl o determined shall be converted ta a monthly amount.
This amount shall then ba reducad by Iha proportion of $135, or the acual monthly ameunt of the soclal security benefi, whichevar is lss,
which the employee's actual years of servics bear (o 25,

(2) In no gvent shall a retirement benelil at the narma! rullmn;enl date be dess than the banefit computed as follows:
{a)  There shall first be detarmined tha total benefit the employes would recsive If they had 25 years of crediled service.

{b}  From the amoun! detesmined In Subsection E(2)(a) shall be deducted \he social secwrity banefit, nol to exceed $135 pet month, la which
the emplayes Is entitled.

1] In the casa ol employses of the City of Norwalk who are covered by an agreement batween Ihe city and the Gity of Norwalk
Municipal Employees, Local 2405, AFSCME-AFL-CI0, dated July 1, 1876, and wha are membes of tha pension plan,
there shall b deducted from the amount determined In Subsection E(2Ha} the social security benelit, nol to excesd $100
per month, to which the smployes is entitied. The funds to provids for 1he added payments to employess covered by this
Subsaction E(2Kb)[1] shall ba provided by the city from an accoust designated "Pension B Account™ and not from any
fund or funds provided for all other payments contemplated under the persion plan.

21 1n tha case of employees of the City ol Norwalk who are covered by the agreement betweén the city and tha Norwalk
Municipal Employess Assoclalion and who are members of the pension plan, there shall b deducied from the amount
determined in Subsection £(2)(a) the social security benelit, not to exceed $100 per month, to which the empl
s entitiad, Thé funds 1o provide for the added payments to employees covered by tis Subsaction E(2)(b)(2} shall be
provided by the city from an accounl designated “Pension G Account™ and not krom any lund or funds provided lor ai
other paymants contemplated uader the pansion plan.

131 in the casa ol employees of tha City of Norwalk who are covered by an agresment between the city and the Norwalk Public
Haalth Nurses Unit, Connecticut Nursas Association, and who are members of (he pension plan, sald employees shal
16ceive penslon benetits equivalent to those provided for in Subsection E(2){t){2] above.

{c) 1f the amployea has 25 or more years of service. they shall receive he retirement benefil computed In Subsackion E(2)b) above.
{d} i the employes has fess than 25 years ol service, they shafl recelve that portion of the amounl computed in Subsection E(2)(b)
2 above as his years 0f sarvice relate to 25 years. i
E Death beneiits.
[t} Tha pension plan shaH provide a death benafit of at least 12 months' salary if death occurs prio lo retirement. 1l
(2) The pension plan shall provide lotal retirement incoms for 60 months in the event that death shoukd oocur after retiremen,
G. Tha pansion plan shaY inchde, at termination of employmen alhex than dealh or normal relirement:
1} Full vesting as to each employee atisr 10 yeais’ participation, Fully vested benefils begin at age 62,
2 A benelt payable at age 62, as computed in Subsection E above.
{3 The amployee, however, al Lheir opticn, may elect, in liey thereof, to receiva contribulions as made by them.
. Disability benefits.
{1} The pension plzn shall inchude disabllity benefits o include the fulk-vesting rights for the employee in the svent of total and
permanent disablity, which benefits shall be payable al the age of 62.
{2) An employes who has 15 years of sarvice and who becomes Iolay and penmanently disabled shall be eligible to recehn

{heir benefits within six months of such total and penmanent disabiiay, in an actuarially feduced amouni.

1. Commencing Seplember 1, 1967, employes contributions 10 the plan shall be 2 maximam of 1 /2% of the base salary which Is subject to social
sacurity tax.ang 5% on the satary covered by the pension pian but not subject fo socizt securify 1ax.

The city shall coniribute Irom (ime lo lime such Sums a3 are necessary to pul said plan into etfect and 1o maintain $amea on a sound actuarial basis.
K {Reserved)

L. Parvicipation In said plan shiall be veluntary for city employees eligibie for enroliment al the time and dale of adoplion ol the plan by the Pension

Baard, Fherealter, pariicipation by all new employses shall be mandatary except for such employees as are now empioyed by the city and have not
heretolore basn included in said plan, No new city smployee whi is recaiving panodic ratiement or disability benefits from any City o Norwalk
pension pian will be allowsd Lo consibute to or join any City of Norwalk pension plar.

M. Open enrgliment period.

{1 Any parson who was employed on September 1, 1865, but did nt ensol in said pension plan may entoll with full gredit lor
past service, provided that an election for enroliment is made in wiiting to the Pension Board within one month from the
elfective dalg of this and provided that said employes comributes all surns (hat would have been paid if said
employae enrolled In the pension plan on Sepiember 1, 1965.

2} Any person who was employed on September 1, 1365, but who was nol eligible 10 enrofl in said pension plan because
of either age or langlh ol service and who subsequently enrolled in said penslon pan may elect 1o be ensolled for an
additianal perlod ot 10 exceed three years, provided that said employee agrees to contribute 1o said plan for the three
additional years, or any portion thereof. and provided that said eleclion is submitied in writing to the Pension Board within
six months from the eftective date ol this amendment.

3 Any person presently amployed by the city bul who was not efigibie to enoll in said pension plan becauss of either age or
Iength of sarvice may anroll with full credid for past servica, provided that said amployes contributes all sums that would
have been paid it sald employes enrotied in the pension pian on the date of his emplayment or on September 1, 1965,
whrichever shall be the later data.

) Each Regisirar of Volers and ihe Town Clerk previously not eligible 10 enroll in said pansion plan imay entoll with Il
credil for past servica, provided that sakd official contributes al sums that would have been paid if said official enrofied
ifi tha pensian plan on (he data of their amployment of on September 1. 1965, whichever shall be the later date. Only the
Registrar of Votars or Town Clark who are in office at tha effective date o this ordinanca, of thereafter, shall be enttlled 10
Inclusion in the penslon plan,

Dated o Norwalk, Conaeclicul this ____ day of September 2025.
ATTEST:

Irsfie Dixon, City Clerk
THE HOUR: Plaase puhfish oace om Friday, Dctobar 10, 2025
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Legal Notice of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the Common Council Ordinance Committee will hold a Public
Hearing on Tuesday, October 21, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. by way of videoconference/teleconference
for the purpose of discussing and voting on a new ordinance, the Residential Parking Permit
Program. Please check the Ordinance Committee agenda for additional details and instructions
about how to attend this Public Hearing by way of videoconference/teleconference. The
Ordinance Committee agenda will be posted on the City website by October 17, 2025.

§ Residential Parking Permit Program’s Purpose

This article is enacted in response to the adverse effects caused to certain areas and
neighborhoods of the City by motor vehicle congestion, particularly the long-term parking of
motor vehicles on the streets of such areas and neighborhoods by nonresidents thereof. In order
to protect and promote the integrity of these areas and neighborhoods, it is necessary to enact
parking regulations restricting unlimited parking by nonresidents therein, while providing the
opportunity for residents to park near their homes. For the reasons set forth in this article, a
system of preferential resident parking is hereby enacted for the City of Norwalk.

§ Residential Parking Permit Program Guidelines

In accordance with the provisions of this Chapter and the Parking Authority guidelines and
standards, as amended from time to time, the Parking Authority shall establish a residential
parking permit program. The Parking Authority shall prepare guidelines and standards
establishing the process, procedures, criteria, goals, rules, and requirements for the residential
parking permit program. Prior to implementation, the guidelines and standards shall be publicly
noticed and shall be subject to a thirty-day public comment period and a public hearing before
the Parking Authority. Following the public comment period, the Parking Authority shall submit

disapprove said guidelines and standards. A copy of the Parking Authority guidelines and
standards shall be made available on the City of Norwalk website, the Parking Authority’s office,
and in the Department of Transportation, Mobility and Parking’s office.

Dated at Norw Connecticut this l Z#yday of September 2025.

ATTEST: 7. ‘CQ-f/

Irene Dixon, City Clerk

THE HOUR: Please publish once on Friday, October 10, 2025
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aftend this Public Hearing by way of videoconference/teleconference.
The Ordinance Commitiee agenda will be posted on the City website by
October 17, 2025.

Chapter 84
RETIREMENT BENEFITS
ARTICLE ]
Post-Employment Benefits Trust
§ 84-2, Other Post- Employment Benefits Board.

immediately upon the enactment of this article, the Norwalk City
Emwloyees’ Pension Board shall constitute the Other Post-Employment
Benefits Board of Trustees for the OPEB Trust, hereinafter referred to as
the “OPEB Board.” The members of said OPEB Board shall receive no
compensation for serving as trustees and shall serve terms coextensive
with their respective terms as members of the Norwaik City Employees'
Pension Board.

§ 84-3. Duties of OPEB Board.

The OPEB Board shall perform the duties set forth in the OPEB Trust
Agreement, as amended from time to time, relating to the management
of the assets held in the OPEB Trust. The Chief Financial Officer or their
designee shall have the care and custody of all such funds and shall have
the power, with the approval of the OPEB Board, to invest such funds in
securities legal for investment for trust funds.

Dated at Norwalk, Connecticut this day of September 2025.

ATTEST:
Irene Dixon, City Clerk

THE HOUR: Please publish once on Friday, October 10, 2025

Leaal Notice of Public Hearing
Notice is hereby given that the Common Council Ordinance Committee will hold a
Public Hearing on Tuesday, October 21, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. by way of videoconference/
teleconference for the purpose of discussing and voting on a new ordinance, the
Residential Parking Permit Program. Please check the Ordinance Committee agenda
for additional details and instructions about how fo attend this Public Hearina by way
of videoconference/teleconference. The Qrdinance Committee agenda will be posted
on the City website by October 17, 2025.

§ Residential Parking Permit Program's Purpose

This article is enacted in response to the adverse effects caused to certain areas

and neighborhoods of the City by motor vehicle congestion, particularly the long-
term parking of motor vehicles on the streets of such areas and neighborhoods by
nonresidents thereof. In order to protect and prornote the infegrity of these areas

and neighborhoods, it is necessary to enact parking regulations restricting unlimited
parking by nonresidents therein, while providing the opportunity for residents to park
near their homes. For the reasons set forth in this article, a system of preferential
resident parking is hereby endcted for the City of Norwalk.

§ Residential Parking Permit Program Guidelines

In accordance with the provisions of this Chapter and the Parking Authority
guidelines and standards, as amended from time to time, the Parking Authority
shall establish a residential parking permit program. The Parkina Authority shalt.
prepare avidelines and standards establishina the process, procedures, criteria,

il E+ 110 [Jid
i . A copy of the Parking
Authority guidelines and standards shall be made available on the City of Norwalk
website, the Parking Authority's office, and in the Department of Transportation,
Mobility and Parking's office.

Dated at Norwalk, Connecticut this __~  day of September 2025.

ATTEST:

irene Dixon, City Clerk
THE HOUR: Please publish once on Friday, October 10, 2025
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City of Norwalk, CT
§112-13 § 112-15

Legal Notice of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the Common Council Ordinance Committee will hold a Public Hearing
on Tuesday, October 21, 2025 at 7:.00 p.m. by way of videoconference/teleconference for the
purpose of discussing and voting on Chapter [12, Trees, Sections 112-1, 112-2, 112-3, 112-4, 112-5,
112-6, 112-7, 112-8, 112-9, 112-10, 112-11, 112-12, 112-13, 112-14 and 112-15. Please check the
Ordinance Committee agenda for additional details and instructions about how to attend this Public
Hearing by way of videoconference/teleconference. The Ordinance Committee agenda will be
posted on the City website by October 17, 2025,

Chapter 112: Trees

§ 112-1. Purpose; intent.

A. The purpose of this chapter is to protect, preserve and ensure the proper maintenance of trees
and shrubs along public streets and rights-of-way, parks and other properties in the City of
Norwalk and to provide for new trees and shrubs to be planted for the benefit of present and
future generations. Trees and shrubs provide important benefits to the City and its residents,
including the beautification of City streets and neighborhoods, the reduction of urban heat
islands, an improvement in air and water quality, and the enhancement of property values.
Trees and shrubs provide oxygen, impede soil erosion, aid water absorption and the mitigation
of stormwaler, ameliorate against potential flooding, and absorb CO?2, other pollutants, and
breathable particulate matter. Furthermore, trees and shrubs provide shade, screening,
privacy, and aesthetic appeal, absorb and lessen impacts from winds, act as natural noise
barriers, and support habitat for wildlife.

B. The intent of this chapter is to maintain and grow Norwalk's urban forest, maintain trees and
shrubs in a healthy condition, protect existing trees and shrubs, and mitigate losses and
damage to the City's trees and shrubs.

§ 112-2. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

ALTER — To take action by removing branches or by filling, surfacing, grading, compacting,
channeling or changing the drainage pattern of the soil surrounding any tree or shrub in a manner
that threatens to diminish the vigor of the tree or shrub. The term "alter” does not include normal
seasonal pruning of a tree or shrub necessary for normal growth or for the maintenance of sight
lines.

ASSESSED VALUE — The dollar value of a tree or shrub as determined by the Tree Warden
using the most current patignally recognized st s for plant appraisal. This may inglude, but
is not limited to, the latest editicn of the Guide for Plant Appraisal published by the Council of
Tree and Landscape Appraisers and endorsed by the International Socigty of Arboriculture, or any
successor standard commanly accepted in the field of arboriculture. sdtien-al-the-Gaidefor-Flant
Shprpe e, prsbdiahed By the ntematianabRoe it of SrberesbareLirhana, Rl

BEST INTEREST — A determination based on a review of all relevant factors, including, but not
limited to, the preservation of trees and shrubs, the impact on the streetscape, the maintenance of
an effective tree canopy, the importance of the particular tree or shrub, the health of the tree or
shrub, and the overall impact that the loss of the tree or shrub would have on the health, safety,
and welfare of the general public and on the City's urban forest.

Downloaded from hitps: ecode S0 com/NOE086 on 2025-05-21
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Liey of Norwalk, T
§112-13 §112-15

CITY TREE — Any tree in a public place and, depending on the relevant facts, may include a

streetscape tree.

CITY SHRUB — A shrub in a public place. + 'E’Mﬂ?ﬂ 025"
DAMAGE — To act in a manner to jeopardize a tree or shrub's health or cause its appearance to

be defaced. Actions that constitute damage include but are not limited to: posting bills; hanging

streamers and/or decorations; driving any objects into a tree or shrub; carving the bark of a treg or

shrub; digging/excavating/paving and/or parking a motor vehicle within the dripline in a way that

affects the root system; painting a tree or shrub; seiting fire to a tree or shrub; or allowing harmful

substances to come in contact with a tree or shrub.

DBH (DIAMETER AT BREAST HEIGHT) — The diameter of a tree at 54 inches above grade as
indicated by the United States Forest Service method.

DRIP LINE — A conceptual line along the ground that conforms to the perimeter of the crown of
the tree and projects vertically to the ground.

HAZARDOUS SHRUB — A shrub that is likely to create hazardous conditions on roadways or
sidewalks or to cause imminent danger to the health, safety and/or welfare of the general public,
public property, private property or utility wires or other infrastructure.

HAZARDQUS TREE — A tree that is likely 1o create hazardous conditions on roadways or
sidewalks or to cause imminent danger to the health, safety and/or welfare of the general public,
public property, private property or utility wires or other infrastructure.

LAND USE REGULATORY AUTHORITY — Any-body or authority responsible for the
regulation of land use in the City of Norwalk, including, but not limited to, the Conservation
Commission, the Planning and Zoning Commission and the Zoning Board of Appeals.

LEGACY TREE Any tree as determined by the Lepacy Tree Program Freefubetsory l-ﬁormaned: Not Highhight
Committeeto be of unique and intrinsic value to the general public because of its size, age, historic o
association, ecological importance or aesthetic value,

JREE MASTER PLAN: A leng-range sirategic plan adopted by the City that outlines pulicies, | Formatted: Nat Highlight
ggals standards, and recommcndod actions fur managing, protecting, and enhancing the urban ) T
e plan may include i lanti : qi=
maintenance standards, and strategies for ut.}mmunﬂ'_'.- engagement and climate rl.-slhcncc 1t shall
be referenced by all City departments i activities that affect trees on public property or the urban ; - o
tree canopy, | Formatted: Nat Highlight |

*hAETER TREE FLAMN A divorees propared b the Freefubosors Conrrmiee pusst-tis-the
ehapier

PERSON — Any individual, firm, partnership, association, company, trust, corporation, or
organization of any kind.

PRUNING (TRIMMING) — To cut off or remove dead or living parts or branches of a tree or
shrub performed by an arborist licensed in the State of Connecticut.

PUBLIC PLACE — Any space owned and/or controlled by the City of Norwalk, including,
but not limited to, the right-of-way, property operated or controlled by the Norwalk Board of
Education or the Norwalk Housing Authority and any space in a City park.

PUBLIC UTILITY (or language of similar import) — "Public service company” as defined in
Connecticut General Statutes § 16-1(2)(3), as the same may be amended from time to time,

REMOVE — To cut down a tree or shrub or to take any other action that will, in the sole and
Downloaded from hitps:  ecode360.com/NOO0SS on 2025-05-21
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Ciry of Norwalk, CT
§112-13 § L12-15

absolute judgment of the Tree Warden, cause a tree or shrub to die within a five-year period.

REQUIRED TREE — Any tree required to be planted or maintained as part of an approval by any
land use regulatory authority or under the terms of any deed, casement, agreement or other
document relating to the sale, lease or other disposition of any property owned by the City or any
municipal body or authority.

RIGHT-OF-WAY - The area between the street lines reserved for the street (paved/sidewalk
area) and the adjacent property that abuts the City street and is owned and/or conirolled by the City

of Norwalk.

SHRUB — Woody plants, usually branched from the base, generally less than 15 feet tall when

mature,

STREETSCAPE TREE — Any tree or shrub on public and/or private property with a base that { Formatted: Highight

originates, in whole or in part, in the right-of-way and, in the sole and absolute judgment and/or
discretion of the Tree Warden, serves as part of the tree line of a street,

STREETSCARE TREE INVENTORY — A recording of the size, condition, location, and species
of all streetseape- public trees and of all planting locations without a tree that could reasonably
accommodate a-stretscape public or sireslscape tree.

TREE - Any living woody, self-supporting plant that has a dislinet elevated crown- and defined
main stem of trunk, -sterits) with a DBH of at least two inches using the United States Forest
Service method of determination.

TREE WARDEN — The individual designated by the Chief of Uperations and Public Works
vested with all powers and duties authorized under Conpecticut General Statutes § 23-59 for the
care, control, pruning, and removal of trees and shasbs in public places within the City of Morwalk,
DEPUTY TREE WARDEN An_individual appointed by the Tree Warden, pursuant fo

cticut | Statutes § 23-58, to assist_in carmying out the responsibilities of the office.

may be removed at the discretion of the Tree Warden.

TREE STEWARDSHIF PROGRAM — The City of Norwalk’s community engagement program
administered by the Urban Forestry team in coordination with the Urban Forestry Commission, ta

The program shall promote proper tree planting and maintenance practices, provide opportuniities
for residents 1o serve as voluntesr stewards of public trees, and fosler community partnerships that
suppont the long-term health and sustainability of Morwalk’s urban canopy.

§ 112-3. Tree Warden.

A, The Chief of Operations and Public Works shall designate a Tree Warden and may designate
one or more Deputy Tree Wardens.

B. The Tree Warden is hereby authorized to adminsster and enforce this chapter. The Tree
Warden shall have the powers, dutics and authorization prescribed in the Connecticut Public
Shade Tree Statutes, particularly Connecticut General Statutes §§ 23-58, 23-59, 23-60 and
23-65, as the same may be amended from time to time, and those powers and duties as
described in this chapter, The Tree Warden shall have full power and authority over all trees
and shrubs located within public places and, to the extent provided herein, on private property.

C. The Tree Warden, or his, her or the:r designee, shall prepare all permits, procedures, and
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documents necessary under this chapter and shall maintain accurate records of all activities
conducted. Upon request, but no less frequently than annually, the Tree Warden shall provide
a report on such activities to the Mayor and the Common Council.

D. The Tree Warden shall be advised by the FreeAdwiseryCommitieelirban Forestry
Commission established pursuant 1o this chapter and shall be an ex officio nonvoting member
of such committee.

E. The Tree Warden, or his, her or their designee, shall determine whether any specific plant
shall be considered a tree or shrub and whether a tree or shrub is a hazardous tree or hazardous
shrub, and is hereby authorized to remove or prune the same in accordance with this chapter
and the Connecticut General Statutes.

F. The Tree Warden shall determine the assessed value of any tree or shrub for purposes of this
chapter.

G. The Tree Warden shall conduct or cause to be conducted an assessment of the tree canopy of
Norwalk, which may include a description of the tree canopy and a description of the extent
and condition of trees in Norwalk, including those on private property, in parks, and other
public places. This assessment of the tree canopy may include a streetscape tree inventory.
When completed, such assessment shall be available to the public and shall be updated at
least every 10 years.

H. The Tree Warden shall have the authority to issue citations for viclations of this chapter.

I.  Removal of a City tree, City shrub or required tree shall be permitted only if authorized by
the Tree Warden or his, her or their designee.

}. The Tree Warden shall recommend a budget for expending the annually available funds in
the Norwalk Tree Account pursuant to this chapter.

§ 1124, FreeAdvisory-Committeelrban Forestry Commission.

A. The Urban Forestry Commission TreeAdvisory-Commities shall be composed of five
members nominated by the Mayor and approved by the Commeon Council. The Mayor shall
designate one of the five members as Chair. Each member of the Urban Forestry
CommissionFree-Advisen-Committeeshall be appointed for a term of three years, and terms
shall be staggered. The terms of the initial members shall be as follows: lwo members with
terms to expire July 1, 206 ;,Q_?,L one member with a term to expire July 1, 20042028; and
two members with terms to cxplrc July 1, EOOSM Thereafter, the terms f‘or all members
shall be for three years commencing on July 2. If a member shall for any reason cease 1o serve
as such in advance of the end of his, her or their term, a replacement shall be appointed to
complete such term in the manner prescribed in this section. Members shall serve without
compensation. The Tree Warden, or their designes, -and the Direstor of Flanning and-Lening;
ef g her-or-their-designee-shall serve as an ex officio nonvoting members of the Free
Acdvisary Comemittealirban Forestry Commission, The Chief of Operations and Public Works
may alsc assign additional city staff and stakeholders as nonvoting liaisons as needed.

B. The Urban Forestry Commission supports the protection, ¢xpansion, amd sustainable
management of Norwalk’s urban foresi, inclusive of trees, shrubs and green spaces

throughout the city. It serves in an advisory and community engagement CApacity 1o promaote
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implemeniation of the Tree Masier Plan, raise public gwareness of the value of trees, and
atrcngthen oommumty bascd tree slcwardshln programs. 'FHQMQC MW

ﬂm .
€. The dutics of the Lirhan Forestry Commussion shall include:
+___Advise City staff on the implementation of the Tree Master Plan, promote ifs goals,

and regularly review and recommend updates to ensure continued progress toward
Norwalk's urban canopy targets.

*  Advise on tree- and shrub-related policies, including best practices, planting and
maintenance standards, and urban forestry strategies in coordination with the Tree
Warden and other depanments.

* Lead and promole the Norwalk Tree Stgwandship Progmam, including vvlm.uta
ng_sites, and encouraging care and

coordination, identifying community plantin
mairtenance of public trees in neighborhoads,

__ Suppori outreach, education, and community events such as Arbor Day celebrations
and community planting days that foster public panticipation in urban forestry.

D. The Commissien shall support Cuty efforts to equitably expand tree canupy by promoting tree
planting and care in low-canopy neighborhoods, in alignment with goals and dala referenced
in the Tree Master Plan,

E. The Commission shall annually review progress reports_and data provided by City staff
regarding tree_planting, canopy change, and program outcomes, The Commission may
provide written feedback or recommendatigns for future urban forestry prionties.

F. The Commission may also condyct research, studies and provide recommendations for grant
oppuriunities,

G, “ﬂ;;_ Chatr gft_[g {*mﬁm shall provide the Mz Ma_:.-nr and C_(_)r_rm Lgungll with m annual

B-H.In no event shall the acts or proposed acts of this Commission conflict with the lawful
dﬁw_ﬂgﬂjﬂmqhﬂm commission of the City of Norwalk,,
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Commineelrban Forestry Commission—imchude-sdditional studies ol thourbanforestThe
Comnriier shal review the Mo Tree Blen at leasterere Beepearandshabh artemd o a5
rro e A asber et rshe- b eonrsbiod bae i Sy depsrbrreod s i tbee cinase of

aE. MWMMWHWMHWWM

shrub-plantingwill address aryerborsal-mequitiesand-wil-give-prrority to- illing - gaps
resulting from the absenceof mupm The Comnrties shall present this ropuost-to-+he
Mo L e O ommeth for Dot ra e

§ 112-5. Legacy Tree Program.

A—The_Tree Warden, in coordingtion_with the Urban Forgstry Commissign Tree-Adviseny -
Eommitee shall maintain a Lm_y_]: Program {o recognize ¢, and promote trees | Formatted: Not Expanded by / Condensed by ]
of exceptional value to the City of Norwalk based on size, history, and public significance, [ formatted: Font: 12 pt |
sht-estabhish Q{-oguy Triw Prosrbe e rbaef bbb deiereyr e that o wcbieh ' = i

prograa-may inchude and/or be-based-on the Morwalk-Tree

b dopaey e PR Hie bl sl he erceuased B pree gl o e nnniiee | Formatted: List Paragraph, Right: 0.25°, Space Before:
st htress-shesthd-be-Htehadedtbe e | 0 pt, Numbered. + Level: 1 + Numbering Style: A, B, C,

. + Start at: 1 + Alignment: Left + Afigned at 0 +

i |lndem at 0.33" Tab stops: 0.33°, Left
A. A tree may be designated as a Legacy Tree if, in the judgment of the Trge Warden, it meets  ~ |_Formaned Fant 12 pt
or excesds a species-appropriate DBH threshold and possesses characieristics of exceptional .
value, such as historical or cultural significance, outstanding size or form, community or '
aesthetic importance, or ecological rarity, e
| Formatted: Right: 0.25, Tab stops: Not at 033"

B, _Any resident, property owner, City department, or arganizatiocn may nominate or [Fomatlud: Font: 12 pt
|.egacy Tree designation using a standard form provided by the City. The Tree Warden 5hal! e e ——
evaluate the nominated tree’s condition and ﬁunﬁm that it L mests the mahlm grileria,

Lipon_confirmation, the proposed designation shall be :
Commissien for a vote af a regular meetmg [fagpmve_xj, the tg Ehﬁ be added to the official P o
Legacy Tree Registey, '

| Formatted: Font: 12 pt

Formatted: Normal. Right: 0.25%, No bullets or

e A A

J
C._Altrec may be removed from the Legacy Tree Kegistry at the discretion of the Trew Warden, ’;n_nmcd Font 12 pt j
if the tree, dies, poses a public hazard, or po longer mects the mlntmumpﬂ_l:na due to dechne  Formatted: Font 12 pt ]
or loss of significance, All de-designations shall be recognized by the Urban Forestry i T,
Commission based on supporting documentaticn from the Tree Warden. [ Formatted-FonC 12pt )
B—The Citv shall maintain an offic Regist cumenting all designated L.
Trees along with relevant details suum_lqcaﬂon,ﬂﬂ,m designation date. This
regisiry shall be made publicly available in a format determingd by the Tree Warden, Fhe
Tpu epedor st dasepo o reserd ook b e WMMMMM&
C—Ackistof legacy-trees-shalhbe-avarable i the public-ai-the-office-of ihve Tree Warden- . Formatted: Indent: Lett. 0", Hanging. 033" Right |
.S

§ 112-6. Planting trees or shrubs in public places.

A. To contribute to the urban forest of Norwalk, members of the public shall be encouraged to
support the planting of trees or shrubs in public places and in areas which fill in gaps in the
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tree line in or near the right-of-way, provided that they follow the procedures outlined in this
chapter.

B.  Any person wishing to plant a tree or shrub in a public place shall apply in writing for a permit
to the Tee Warden Free-Awdviserny-Commities-prior to taking such action. The application
shall include a tree and/or shrub planting and maintenance plan, specifying the size, species
and location of ali new trees and/or shrubs, as well as a plan for the maintenance of the tree
or shrub for a period of not less than two years from the date such irees or shrubs are planted
and the person responsible therefor.

C. Afler reviewing such application and conducting a site inspection, the Trex Warden Tree
: #tee-shall determine whether such action is in the best interest of the City's
urban forest and shall notify the applicant of the decision in writing within 30 days of receipt

of a complete application.

D. Once such a tree or shrub is planted in a public place, the tree or shrub shall become the
property of the City of Norwalk after the maintenance period specified in Subsection B of
this section has expired.

E. The Tree Advisory Commities shall reposta-the Tree Warden, or his of their designes
shall_report_to the Urban Forestry Commission_on a quarterly basis the details of all
applications approved in accordance with this section, including the size, species and location
of all new trees and shrubs planted and the person(s} responsible for the maintenance thereof.

F.  Whenever any tree or shrub is planted in any public place in violation of this chapter or any
permit issued hereunder, the Tree Warden may order the property owner or person responsible
to remove such tree or shrub. If the property owner or person responsible fails to remove the
tree or shrub within a period of 30 days after such order, the Tree Warden shall remove or
cause the removal thereof, or may take such action deemed necessary to rectify such improper
planting, and the cost thereof shall be charged to the property owner or the person responsible
for the improper planting.

§ 112-7. Altering or damaging City trees, City shrubs or required trees.

A, No person shall alter or damage a City tree, City shrub or required tree. No person shall prune
a City tree, City shrub or required tree without a permit from the Tree Warden.

B. Any person wishing to prune a City tree, City shrub or required tree shall apply in writing for

apermit 1o the Tree Warden prior to taking such action. Each application to prune a City tree,
City shrub or required tree shall be subject to a fec established in accordance with § 90-4,
Approval of rates and fees.

C. After reviewing such application and conducting a site inspection, the Tree Warden shall
determine whether such action is in the best interest of the City's urban forest and shall notify
the applicant of the decision in writing within 30 days of receipt of a complete application.

D. Any person who viclates the provisions of this section shall be subject to a fine up to $250
per City tree, City shrub or required tree, per violation. The Tree Warden or hts, her or their
designee shall have the authority to issue a citation for violations. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, if the Tree Warden determines in his, her or their sole and absolute judgment that
any person has pruned, altered or damaged a City tree, City shrub or required tree so severely
that it is not likely to survive, that person shall replace such tree or shrub in accordance with
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§ 112-10, Tree or shrub replacement, below.

§ 112-8. Removal of City tree, or City shrub or required tree,

A.

No person shall remove a City tree, City shrub or required tree without a permit from the Tree
Warden, except for any removal that has been permitted pursuant to the applicable provisions
of Connecticut General Statutes § 23-65. To grant permission to any other person to remove
a City tree, City shrub or required tree, the Tree Warden must determine, within 30 days of
receiving a complete application, that 1) the tree and/or shrub is i poor health or diseased, 2)
the tree and/or shrub's removal is unavoidable because the tree and/or shrub poses a threat to
human health, safety, and welfare, or 3) the negative impact on the urban canopy caused by
the tree and/or shrub's removal can be mitigated.

Any person wishing to remove a City tree, City shrub or required tree shall apply in writing
for a permit to the Tree Warden. Such application shall contain written proof that the applicant
has notified property owners of land that abuts or is directly across the street from the affected
tree(s) and/or shrub(s), and the appropriate land use regulatory authority in the case of a
required tree, that he, she or they has applied for a tree and/or shrub remova! permit by a
written notice delivered within three business days of the date of said application. Each
application shall be subject to a fee established in accordance with § 90-4, Approval of rates
and fees.

After reviewing such application and conducting a site inspection, the Tree Warden shall
determine whether removal of the City tree, City shrub and/or required tree is in the best
interest of the City's urban forest and shall notify the applicant of the decision in writing
within 30 days of receipt of a complete application.

The permit for the removal of any City tree or required tree with a DBH of stx inches or more
shall be posted by the Tree Warden, or his, her or their designee, on the affected tree(s) at
least 10 days prior to such removal. The ten-day pericd shall commence from the date of such
posting. The tree removal posting shalt be in the form of a brightly colored sign at teast 8 1/2
inches by 11 inches in bold, clearly printed lettering able to be seen from the street which
provides the name, address and phone number of the Tree Warden in the event that there is
an objection 1o the removal of the tree(s).

Any person who removes a City tree, City shrub or required tree without a permit shall replace
the City tree, City shrub or required tree in accordance with § 112-10, Tree or shrub
replacement, below.

§ 112-9. Protection during construction.

A.

Property owners and other persons responsible for construction and excavation projects in
whole or in part within the dripline of any City teee or required tree shall adhere to all relevant
provisions of the latest edition of the American National Standards Institute, Inc., Standards
for tTree Care Operations—Tree, Shrub, and other Woody Plant Maintenance—Standard
Practices (Management of Trees and Shrubs During Site Planning, Site Development, and
Construction) for the duration of the construction or excavation project. A copy of these
standards shall be available to the public in the Tree Warden's office.

The Tree Warden or his, her or their designee shall have the authority 1o issue a citation to a
property owner and other person responsible, in the amount of $250 per day, per City tree or
required tree affected, for each instance of an action inconsistent with the tree care standards
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referred to in this section.

C. Any person found in violation of this section for which the Tree Warden determines there is
substantial danger of damage to a City tree or required tree shall post a five-year bond in the
amnount of the assessed value of such tree. Such bond shall be forfeited if the Tree Warden
determines that the tree is dead or moribund within the five-year period.

§ 112-10. Tree or shrub replacement.

A. A property owner or other person respensible for the replacement of a City tree, City shrub
or required tree pursuant to this chapter shall follow the provisions of this section.

B. The acceptable methods of replacement for a City shrub are;

(1) Replacement of the City shrub with a comparable shrub, as determined by the Tree
Warden in his, her or their sole and absolute judgment, at the location of the City shrub
being replaced or at a different location identified or approved by the Tree Warden; or

(2) A payment to the Norwalk Tree Account, established in accordance with this chapter, in
the amount of the City shrub's assessed value.

C. The acceptable methods of replacement for a City tree other than a legacy tree are:

(1) Replacement of the City tree with a tree of equal or greater DBH at the location of the
City tree being replaced or at a different location identified or approved by the Tree
Warden;

(2} An inch-for-inch replacement of the City tree with a number of replacement trees with
DBH of three inches or more totaling the DBH of the onginal City tree at a location or
locations identified or approved by the Tree Warden. For example, if a City tree with a
DBH of 24 inches is removed, it may be replaced with six trees with DBHs of four
inches; or

(3} A payment to the Norwalk Tree Account, established in accordance with this chapter, in
the amount of the tree's assessed value

D. The acceptable method of replacement for a City tree that has been designated as a legacy
Iree is:

(1) Replacement of the legacy tree with a number of replacement trees with DBH of three
inches or more totaling four times the DBH of the original tree at a location or locations
identified or approved by the Tree Warden: or

(2) A payment into the Norwalk Tree Account of four times the assessed value of the legacy
tree.

E. Any replacement tree planted in accordance with this section must be maintained by the
person responsible for at least a period of five years from the date of planting. The person
responsible, or the property owner if there is ne person responsible, shall replace any tree that
dies during this time period, and such replacement tree shall be maintained by the person
responsible for at least a period of five years from the date of planting of the replacement tree,

§ 112-11. Norwalk Tree Account.
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A. There is hereby established an account known as the "Norwalk Tree Account.” Such account
is established under authority of the Connecticut General Statutes for the exclusive purpose
of funding activities that implement or promote the purpose of this chapter, including, but not
timited to, tree canopy and inventory assessments, creation of master tree plans, and other
reports consistent with best practices for urban forestry management.

B. The principal of the Norwalk Tree Account shall consist of the following:

(1) Al fines, processing fees, payments in lieu of planting, and other monies collected
pursuant to this chapter, other than legal fees and costs collected pursvant to § 112-13,
Enforcement, below;

{2) All gifis and grants from any source, public or private, made to the City and designated
for trees or shrubs or improvements to the urban forest;

(3) Any funds from any source designated by the Common Council to be added to the
account; and

(4) All investment income eamed by the account.

C. Expendable funds in the account may be spent for the purposes authorized by this section
upon recommendation of the Mayor and with the approval of the Common Council.
Expenditures may be made as follows:

{1} All funds received by the account under Subsection B(1) of this section shall be used
only for the purchase and planting of trees or shrubs,

(2) Any restricted funds received by the account shall be expended in accordance with such
restrictions.

(3) At least half of the remaining unrestricted funds shall be expended for the purchase and
planting of trees or shrubs.

(4) All other unrestricted funds may be spent for any activity that is consistent with the
purpose of the account

D. Any budget proposed by the Mayor or approved by the Common Council, and any
appropriation made for the purchase and planting of trees or shrubs, must not be reduced,
ratably or otherwise, in consideration of any funds in the account. Expenditures from the
account shall add to and not replace budgets and approprations which also serve the purposes
of the account.

E. Any remaining invesiment income shail be held in reserve for future transfer and
appropriation.
§ 112-12. Public ufilities.

A. The Tree Warden shall monitor the work of all public utilities 10 ensure that such work does
not adversely affect any tree or shrub in any public place. Each public utility company
proposing to conduct tree and/or shrub alteration or removal activities in any public place
shall present an annual work plan to the Tree Warden that includes the following items:

{l) City Map showing all area(s) designated for tree and/or shrub alteration or removal
work.
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{2) Treeremoval list, identifying all trees and shrubs that are proposed for removal.
(3) Name and phone number of licensed arborisi(s) performing such work.
(4) Name and phone number of utility contact person supervising such work.

(5) Tree and/or shrub replacement commitment; replacement determined at the discretion
of the Tree Warden.

B. Such public utility work plan shall be submitted to the Tree Warden at least 30 days prior to
the start of any activity by said public wiility, The Tree Warden shall review, modify and
approve such plan within 30 days from date of receipt, unless extended by either party. This
section shall not apply to emergency and public hazard work specifically exempted under
§ 112-14, Exemptions, below.

§.112-13. Enforcement,

A.  Any person who violates any of the provisions of this chapter shall be notified by the Tree
Warden of the specific violation by certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, or
by hand delivery. The notice shall explain the nature of the violation and shall provide a
reasonable time period within which compliance must be achieved.

B. Upon verbal or written notice from the Tree Warden that work is being performed contrary
to any provision of this chapter, such work shall be immediately stopped by the person doing
the work. Within seven days of any verbal or wrilten notice, a stop-work order shall be
provided to the owner of the subject lot, or to the owner's agent, or 1o the person doing the

work, and the stop-work order shall state the conditions under which work is permitted to
resume. Any person who continues work after having been served with a stop-work order,
except such work as that person is directed by the Tree Warden or other City officials to
perform to remove a violation or unsafe condition, shall be liable for a daily fine established
in accordance with § 90-4, Approval of rates and fees, per violation, per tree or per shrub
affected.

C. Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, if the Tree Warden determines that any
violation of this chapter was willful, the person responsible shall be liable for a civil penalty
of up to three times the assessed value of each afTected tree or shrub.

D. Whenever there is reasenable cause to believe that a person is violating any provision of this
chapter, the City may institute a civil action in a court of competent jurisdiction for a
mandatory or prohibiting tnjunction ordering the defendant to either cormrect or cease the
unlawful use of the property.

E. Inaddition to any fines hereunder, any person who is found to have violated any provision of
this chapter shall be responsible to the City for any legal fees and costs that may be incurred
by the City in the enforcement of this chapter.

F.  Each failure to replace a tree or shrub or make a payment into the Norwalk Tree Account or
to post and maintain a bond in accordance with this chapter, or to follow any of the provisions
of this chapter, shall constitute a separate violation of this chapter for which there shall be a
fine established in accordance with § 90-4, Approval of rates and fees. Each day such
violation continues shall constitute a separate offense

G. The Chief of Operaticns and Public Works or his, her or their designee, the Tree Warden, and
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employees of the Department of Public Works are hereby authorized to enforce the provisions
of this chapter.

§ 112-14. Exemptions.

This chapter shall not apply to any alteration or damage to a tree or shrub that has been: 1) ordered
or authorized by the Tree Warden or other officials of the City of Norwalk on an emergency basis
because the tree or shrub is a hazardous tree or hazardous shrub that represents so immediate a
hazard to public safety or structure integrity that alteration or damage cannot be deferred and that
such hazardous tree or hazardous shrub cannot be protected, secured, or stabilized by reasonable
temporary measures; or 2) otherwise properly permitted and/or authorized in accordance with
applicable state law or regulation.

§ 112-15. Appeals of Tree Warden decisions,

Any person objecting to any decision of the Tree Warden under this chapter may file a written
appeal to the Tree Warden who shall schedule a public hearing and shall post a public hearing
notice, including the scheduled time, date and location of such hearing, on the affected tree(s) or
shrub(s), if appropriate. Within three business days of such hearing, the Tree Warden shall render
a decision granting or denying such appeal. Any person aggrieved by the Tree Warden's decision
may appeal such decision within t0 days to the Superior Court for the Stamford/Norwalk Judicial
District.

Dated at Norwalk, Connecticut this l 7 /day of September 2025,

ATTEST: 7 .
Irene | Dixon, City Clerk

THE HOUR: Please publish once on Friday, October 10, 2025
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Notice is hereby given that tha Cemmeon Council Ordinance Committes will hoid 2 Public
Hearlng on Tuesday, Octaber 21, 2025 at 7:00 p.m, by way of videaconferencefteleconterence
tor the purpass of discussing and voting en Chapter 112, Trees. Sactions 112-1, 112-2, 112
3,112-4, 112-5, 112:6, 1127, 112-8, 112:9, 12-40, 12-11, 1212, 112-13, 112-14 and
112-15. Pieasa check the Ordinance Committee agenda for additional details and instructions
abaut how to aitend this Pubtic Hearing by way of videocanterencenaleconterance. The

Drdinance Committee agenda will be posted on the Gity wehsite by October 17, 2025,
Chapter 112: Trees

§ 112-1. Purpose; Intent.

A The purpose of this chapter is lo protect, preserve and ensure the proper
malntenance of trees and shrubs along public sireels and rights-0l-way, parks
and other properties in the City of Norwalk and to provide {or new trees and
shrubs to be planted for the penefit of present and future generations. Trees
ang shrubs pravide imporiant Bensgfits to the City and it residents, including
the beautification of City streels and neighbaorticods, the reduction of urban
heat islands, an imprevement in air and water quatity, and the enhancement '
of property vaiues. Treas and shrubs provide OXygen, impede soil erosion, ald
water absorption and the mitigation of stormwater, ameliorate against potential
fiooding, and absorb 602, other pollutants, and breathabla particulate matter
Furthermore, trees and shrubs provide shade, screaning, privacy, and aesthetic
appeal, absorb and lessen impacts trom winds, actas natural noise barriars, and
support habitat for wildlife.

g Theintentof thischapieris o maintain and grow Norwalk's urban forest, mainkain
trees and shrubs in a healthy condition, protect axlsting trees and shrubs, and
mitigate losses and damage 1o tha City's rees and shrubs.

§ 112-2. Dafinitions,
As used in this chapter, the loflawing terms shall have the meanings indicated:

ALTER — To lake action by remaving branches or by filling, surtacing, grading,
compacting, channefing 0f ghanging the drainage patiem of the soil surrounding any
\res oF shrub in 8 manner that threatens to diminish the vigor of the trea ot shrub. The
term "alter” does not inciude normal seasonal praning of a tree 07 shrub necessary for
normal growth or for the maintenance of sight lines.

ASSESSED VALUE — The dollar valug of a tres ot sheub as determined by the Tree
Warden using the most cument nationally recognized standards for plant appraisal. This
may include, but is nol limited to, the latest edition of the Guide for Plant Appraisal
published by the Counch of Tree and Landscape Appraisers and endorsed by the
international Society of Arhoricuturg, or any Successor standard commonty accepted in
the figld of arboricullure. BEST INTEREST — A determination based o a review of all
relgvant sactors, including, but not limited to. the preservation of treas and shrubs, the
impact on the streetscaps, (he mainienance of an effactiva tree Canopy, the importance
of (he particutar trée or shrub, the haatth of tha Lree or shrub, and the overafl impact that
the loss of the tree or shrob would have an the health, satety, and weilare of the general
public and on the City's urban forest

CITY TAEE — Any Uee in 3 public place and, depending on the ratevant facls, may
include a sireelscape iree.

CITY SHRUB — A shrubina public place.

DAMAGE — To acl in & manner to jeapardize a lre@ OF shrub's heatth or cause its
appearance to be defaced. Actions that constitule damage Incluta but are not Himited to:
posting bills; hanging streamers and/or decorations, driving any objects into a free or
shrub; carving the bark of 2 tree o shrub, mugingla:oavaﬁwpavinn and/or parking a
motor vehicle within the driphing in a way that atlects the root system, painting a ree of
shruby; sefting fire 1o a treg of shrub; or allowing harmful substancas 10 como in confacl
with a tree or shrub.

DBH {DIAMETER AT BREAST HEIGHT) — The dlamter of a tres at 54 inches atove grade as
indicated by ihe United States Forest Service method

DRIP LINE — A concaptual ling 2long the ground that conforms 10 the perimeter ol the
crown ot the tree and projects vertically 1o the ground.

HAZARDOUS SHRUB -- A shrub that is likely to create hazardous conditions on
roadways of Sidewalks of to cause imminent danger 1o the heaith, safety and/or
weltare of the ganerat public, public property, private property or ulility wires of other
infrastruciure.

HAZARDOUS TREE — A trge that is likety to Great hazargous conditions on roadways
or sidewalks of 10 causé jmminenl danger to the health, safety and/or wettare of the

general public, public property, private property of utility wires or other infrastruclure

LAND USE REGULATORY AUTHORITY — Anybody Of authority responsitle for
the reguiation of land use in the City of Norwalk, ingluding, bul not limited to, the
Caonservation Commission, the Planning and Zoning Commission and the Zaning Board
of Appeals.

LEGAGY TREE — Any tres as determined by the Legacy Tree Program to be of unique
and intrinsic vatue to the genaral public because of its size, 308, historic association,
gcotogical importance oF aesthetic vatue.

TREE MASTER PLAN: A long-rangd sirategic plan adopted by the City that outtines
policies, goals, standards. and recommended actions for fmanaging, protecting. and
enhancing he urban forest. The plan may includs ires canopy guoals, panting priorities.
spacies diversity guidelines, mainlenance standards, and sirategies for community
angagement and chmate resitience. It shath be referenced by all City depariments in
activities thal affact trees On public property or the urban treé canopy.

— PERSON — Any ingividual, firm, parlnership, assaclation, company, trush
corporation, ar orgamzalion of any kind

PRUNING (TRIMMING) — To cul aff of remave dead of ling parts of branches of atres
or shrub performed by an arbarist licensed in the State of Connecticul.

PUBLIC PLACE ~ Anyspece dwried and/or cantrotied by hé Chy of Norwalk, including,
put not limited to, the dght:ot-way. property oparated or contralied by the Norwalk

C.

H.
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members shall be for thres years commencing on July 2. 11 a member shall for
any reason cease ta serve as such in advance of the end of his, her of their lerm,
& replacerment shall be appointed to compilete such term in the manner prescribed
in this section. Members shall serve without compensation. The Tree Warden
or their designee, shall serva s an ox oflicio nonvoting mamber of ihe Urban
Forestry Commission The Chie! of Operations and Public Works may also assign
additiona! city staft and staksholders as nonvating liaisons as needed

The Uthan Forestry Commission supparts the protection, expansion, and
sustainable management of Norwalks urban forest, inclusive of tregs, shrubs
and green spaces throughout the city, 1L serves in an advisory and community
engagement capacity 10 promote implementation of the Tree Master Pian, raise
public awareness of the value of tiees, ang strengthen community-based rea
stewardship programs.

Tha duties of the Urban Foresiry Commission shall inchude:

Advise City staff on the implgmentation of the Tres Master Plan, promota its
goals, and regularly veview and recommend updates 1o ensure continued
progress toward Norwali's urban canopy largets.

Advisa on free- and shrub-related policies, including best practices, planting
and malntenance standards. and urban forestry stratsgles in toqrdination
wilh the Tree Warden and other depariments

Lead and promoie the Norwalk Tree Stewardship Program, including
voluntzer  coordination, - identitying  community planting ~ sites, and
encouragiag care and raaintenance of public trees in neighborhoods.

Support outreach, educalion, and cOMMUAItY gvents such as Arbor Day
celabrations and community planting days that foster public participation
in urban forestry.

The Comemission shall support City efforts to equitably expand treg canopy by
promating tree planting and care in low-canopy neightorhoods, in alignment
with goals and dala rfarenced in the Tres Master Plan.

The Commission shall annually review progress reports and data provided by
City statf regarding tres planting, canopy changa, and program outcomes. The
Commission may provide writien toedback of recommendations for future urban
forestry priorities.

The Commission may also conduct fesearch,  sludies and - provide
recommendations for grant opporunitles.

The Chair of the Commission shall provide ihe Mayor and Gommean Council with
an annual report of the Commission's accomplishments and goals, no fater than
December 15® of eath calendar year.

In no event shall the acts of proposed acts of this Commission confict with tha
\awiul designated duties of any ather body or commission of the Chy of Narwalk

\irvan Forestry Commission§ 192-5. Legacy Tree Program.

The Tree Warden, in coordination with the Lirban Foresiry Commission shall maintain a
Legacy Tree Program (o recognize, preserve. and promote tregs of exceptional value to
the City of Norwalk based on size, history, and public signiticance.

A

A tree may be designated as 2 Legacy Tree if, in the judgment of the Tree
Warden, It meets qr axceeds species-appropriate DB threshold and possesses
characteristics of exceptional value, such as historical or cultusal significance.
oulstanding size or form, sommunity or aesihetic importance, or ecotogical rarlty.

Any residont, property owner, City depariment, of organization may nominate &
{ree for Legacy Tiee designation using 2 skandard form provided by the Gity. The
Tree Warden shall evaluate the nominated tree's conditien and confirm that it
meats the established criteria. Upon contirmation, the proposed designation shall
be presented to the Urban Forestry Commission for a vote at a reguiar meefing. |l
approved, the tree shall be added o the official Legacy Tree Registry.

A tree may be removed from the Legacy Tree Registry at the discretion of ihe
Tree Warden it the trea dies, poses 2 public hazard, or no \onger meels the
minimum crileda due to dacling or loss of significance Al de-gesignations
shall be recognized by the Urban Forestry Commission hased on Supporing
documentation from the Tree warden

The City shall maintaln an otficlal Legacy Treo Registry, gocumantlng 8)
designaied Legacy Trees along with relevanl detaily such as species, location
DS8H, snd designation date. This registry shall be made publicly available In
formal determined by the Tree Warden.

§ 112-5. Planting trees or shrubs ln public places.

A

. The Treg Wardan, ;; s, her o their desig
'’ commissiorn oh

To contribute to the uiban forest of Norwalk, members of (he public ghalt !
encouraged 1o suppornt the planting of trees or shrubs in public places amd
areas which fill in gaps in the tree ling in or near the right-of-way, provided th
they follow the procedures outlined in this chapter.

Any parson wishing Lo plant atres or shrubin a public placa shall apply in writi
for a permit to the Tree Wardan prior 1o taking such action, The application si
incluge a tree and/or shrub pianting and maiRtenance plan, specilying the sl
species and location of all new trees and/or shiubs, as well as a plan for

maintanance of the tres or shub u: 3 period of nat less than two years it
the date such ireas of shrubs ara planted and the person esponsitie tnerafol

After reviewing such application and conducting a site inspectian, the 1
\Warden shal determing whethes such action Is in the best interest of the Gl
wrban forest and shall notify the applicant of the decision in writing within 30
of receipt of a complete application.

Qnca such a tres or shrub is planted in 3 public placa. the treg or shrub €
tecoma tha property of ihe City of Norwalk atter ihe maintenance pé
specified in Subsection B of this section has xpired.

a. shall report 1o the Urban For
ialls of all applications approve
Ry P

quanerty basis the

ammardnaan uth Shis santin- Tnnlsin Hha alan snami=s
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Comenittes will hold a Pubtic mambers shall be for three years commencing on July 2. If a member shall for of this section.
ol videoconferencenteleconference ARy reason cease to serve as such in advance of the end of his, har or their kerm, ' "
ross, Sections 1121, 112-2, 112- areplacemant shall be appointed to complete uch erm in the manner prescribed B.  :Thaccsptatie methods of replacement for a City shrub are:
11, 112-12, 11213, H12-14and in this seclion. Members shall serve without compensation. The Tree Warden, {1} - Replacement of the City shrub with a comparable shrub, as determined by the
additional Ig:lails and ins]:uctions or their designee, Shall]'hsegneiaafs ?3 ox officio nor:oﬁno ‘:Inember of the Urban Tree Warden in his, her or their sole and absolute judgment, at the location of
ference/teleconterance. The Forestry Commission. The Chief of Operatians and Puliic Works may also assign i ing replaced or al a different localion identitied or approved
bsite by Octeber 17, 2025. additional city staff and stakeholders as nonvoting liaisons as needed. gethmetgf;:ruwba?:m ::p ot ok
B.  The Urban Forestry Commission supports the protection, expansion, and ] ) Ty
sustainable management of Norwalk's urban forest, inclusiva of irees, shrubs 12} Apayment to the Norwalk Tree Accoual, established in accordancs with this
and green spaces Ihrgughout the city. It serves in an advisory and community chapter, in the amount of the City shrub’s assessed value.
engagement capzcily 1o promote implemantation of the Tree Master Pian, raise ¢ Tha acceptable melhods of replacement for a City tree oiher than a legacy tree
rve and ensure the proper public awareness of the value of trees, and sirengthen community-based iree >0/ P i o
s and ”%“"“""’{‘:V' "“'1‘: stewardship programs. LL
1 provide for naw trees an ’ a .
id fulure eneralions, Tres €. The duties of the Urban Forestry Commission shalkinclude: {1} Hepiace_menl of the Gity trep with lree.ul equal or g_lea{er DBH at ths location
i 1 b # of tha Cily Iree belng replaced or at a different location identified or approved
and its residents, Including «  Advise City staff on the implementation of the Tres Mastar Plan, promote its oy the Trea Warden:
s, the reduction of urban goals, and regularly review and recommend updates 10 ensure continued .
wlity, and the r"hﬂﬂfem‘; . progress toward Norwalk's urban canopy targets. 12)  Aninch-for-inch replacement of the City tree with a number of replacesnent
’a“&.:!"?m :glair:?sp:t';'n?ilal < Advisa on tree- and shiub-related policies, Indluting Dest practices, planting trees with DBH of free inches.or mare totaling tha DBH of the original City
reathable parficulate matter, and maintanance standards, and urban forestry strategias in coovdination tree at a kocation or localions identified or approved by the Tree Warden. For
aning, privacy, and assthatic with the Trea Warden and other departments. axample, If a City tree with a DBM of 24 inches is removed, it may be replaced
15 natural noise bamiers, and . Lead and promote the Nerwalk Tree Stawardship Program, including with six trees with DBHs of four inches; or
voluntssr Wd'"“"““'l- Igentitying communily ~planting sites, and {3) A payment to the Norwalk Tree Account, established In accordance with this
walk's urban forest, malntain encouraging care and malntenance of public trees In neighborhoods. chapter, In tha amount of the Iree’s assessed valug.
sting trees and shrubs, and ¢ Support outreach, education, and community events such as Arbor Day
Rrubs, calebrafions and community planting days that foster public participation D. i Tha dcceptable mathod of replacement for a Clty tree tat has been designaled
in urban forestry. as a legacy trea ls:
i J D, .~ The Commission shali support City efforts o equitably expand tree canopy by (1) Replacement of the egacy tree with a number of replacement trees with DBH
neanings indicated: promating tree planting and care in low-cancpy nelghborhoods, in alignment of three inches or mare totafing four times the DBH of the original iree at a
filling, surfacing, grading, with goats and data reforencad in the Tree Master Plan, {ncation or focations identified or 2pproved by the Tree Warden; or
il Sl Lo, E. The Commission shall annually review progress raports and data provided by 2). A payment into the Norwaik Tree Account of four limes the assessed vatue
Jor of the tree or shrub. The City staf! regarding tres planting, canopy change, and program outcomes. Tha @ olpu:: Jegacy tree
treq or shrub necessary for Commission may provide writien faedback or recommendations for fulure urban :
forastry priorities. E Any replacement trea planted in accordands with this section must be maintained
1 as detarmined by the Tres F. - The Commission may also conduct research, siudies and provide by the person responsible for at last a period of fiva years from the dale of
ards !pr plant appeaisal. This recommendations for grant opporiunities. planting. The person responsibie, or the property owner if there is no person
A Rl G The Ghair of he Comisslon shallprovide the Mayur and Common Councllwith responsibl, shall reghace any Irea tha diés during His time period, and such
dard commorty accspled an annual report of the Commission's accomplishments and goals, no later than replacement tree shall be maimained by the person responsible for at least a
b} December 15* of each calendar year, period of five years from the date of planting of the replacement tree.
Jo0 of treas and shrubs, the H.'* In no event shall the acts or proposed acts of this Commission confiict with the 1$2-11. Norwalk Tres Accounl,
Ve o e RibondiGe lawiut designated dutes of any ather body or commission of tha Gity of Norwalk. § oy A Ly
), and the gverall Impact that Urban Forestry Commieslon§ 112-5. Legacy Tree Program. A There is hereby established an account known as the "Norwalk Tree Account.”
y. and welfare of the general T Trae Yl der i ots st will v L Faresity ComTiegion sit (naln & Such account is esiabllshedo{u:m:‘;lamhorigﬂzf mu:a C?nnTcﬂwttGmaml St?tm:s
Legacy Trea Program to recognize, preserve, and promote trees of exceplional valus to for the exclusive purpase of funding activities that implement or pramote the
on the relevant facts, may the City of Norwalk based on size, history, and public significance. purposa of this chapler, including, but not lintited to, lree canopy and inventory
A A tree may be designated as a Legacy Tree i, in the judgment of the Tree assessme?ts. ;:teatlr:: 0'1 masier ire plans, and other reparts consistent with
Warden, it megts o axcagds a species-appropriate DBH threshold and possasses Dast practices for urban frestry management.
shrub's health or cause its cr?r?act;{lsllcs h:' e;rceoﬂonal value, such ams’:;isimﬂca;am cuttural siapﬂilwnpe. 8. The principal of the Norwalk Tree Account shalk cansist of the foliowing:
imited lo: nding size or form, community or a im A b i ] ; . ;
e e RRECD: bl b - kbl e e 1L (1) Al fines, processing fess, payments in lisu of planting, and other monies
10 any objects inle a tree or B.  Any resident, property owner, City department, or organization may nominate a collected pursuant to this chapter, other than legat fees and costs collecled
dng/paving and/or parking a tree for Legacy Trea designation using a standard form provided by the Gity. The 1168 11243 Enf ; F
ot systam; painting a ireq or Trea Warden shai evaluats the nominated tree's candition and confirm that it pursEaRt o § s DT, DO,
bstances to come in contact meats the established criterla. Upon confirmation, the proposed deslgnation shall {2)  All gifts and grants from any equrce, pubdic or privats, made to the City and
be prasented to tha Urban Forestry Commlsslnn for a vote at a reguiar meeting. if designated for trees or shrubs 6r Impravements to the urban forest;
atree at 54 inches above grade as approved, the tree shel ba 2dded 1o the official Legacy Tree Registry, 9 e designated by the Common Councl to be added
C.  Afree may be removed from the Legacy Tres Registry at the discration of the 3 :)n:‘n:ao:ou::‘::: e e N LA B e
orms to the perimetar of the Treo Warden i the tree dies, poses a public hazard, or no longer meets the J
minimum criteria due to deckine or foss of significance. All de-gesignations {4)  Allinvestment income earned by the account.
& hazardous condiions on :’;ﬂ,:nm":fgg f,;"a '-P,:;{LT,E,:""’S"" T C. Expendable funds in the account may be spent for the purposes autharized by
; nﬂ;eﬂ hafi}% s.a?slyoa:ggr 0 . City shafl meintain an oficial Legacy Tree Registry, documenting al this section upon recommendation of the Mayor and with the approval of the
r utility wires or other g A ; . 4
dssignated Lagacy Trees along with relevani dutalls such as spacies, location, D T BT 7 T R
ooyt DBH, and gesignatian date. This registry shall ba made publicly available ina 1) Alliunds received by the accounl under Subsection B(1) of this section shall
safaty and/ar watiare om formal determined by the Tres Warden. be ised oy for the purchase and planting of tregs or shrubs.
res or other infrastructure. § 112-8. Planting frees or shrubs in public places. {2) Any restricted funds recelved by the account shall b expended in
aulhority responsible for A To contribute o the urban forest of Norwalk, members of the public shall bs accordance with such restrictions.
ing, bul not limited 1o, the encourafed 10 support the planting of trées or shrubs in public places and
isgion and the Zoning Board areas which fill In gaps in the tree lina in or near 1ha right-0f-way, provided thal {3)  Atleast half of the remalning unvestricted funds shall be expanded for the
they follow the procadures outlined 1n this chapter, purchasa and planting of trees or shrubs.
e Program to ba of untigue B. - Any person wishing 10 plant a tree or shrubin a public place shail apply in writing (4)  All other unrestricted funds may be spent for any activity that is consistent
©, age, historic association, for a permit to the Tree Warden prior to Laking such action. The application shal with the purpose of the account.
, bt ks U 0 T B, DA oy g s Mt o it b e o G,
¥l by the City that outlines intenance of b i and any appropriation made for the purchase and planting of trees or shrubs,
i [y mal nco of the tree or shrub for a period of not less than two years from ;
p%m&?snghzﬁ:c;mil?es thg date suich trees o shrubs ara planted and the persan responsibie therefor. must ot be reduced, ratably or otherwise, in consideration of any funds In the
{stiGiecies for"contiiRlly €. Aftar reviewing such application and conducting a site inspection, the Tres account Expenditures from the zccount shall add to and nat replace budigets and
by all Gty departments in Wardan shall determing whather such action Is In the best interest of the Citys appropriations which also serve the purposes of the account.
# canapy. u:ban 1_0”5: and shall nofity tha applicant of the decision in writing within 30 days £ Any remaining investment income shall bs held in reserve for future transfer
sociation, company, trust, of receipt of a complete application. and appropriation.
D.  Once such 3 tree or shrub Is planted in a public place, the free or shrub shall
become he property of the City of Norwalk atter the maintenance period § 112-12. Public uliltiles.
Dharts or branches of a tree specified in Subsaction 8 of ihis section has expired
onngcticut. e i e shalll e e Tt A The Tree Warden shall monitor the work of aif public utilities to ensure that such
ncludi Fio . her or their desigpee, shall rapo rban Foresiry work does not adversely atfect any tree or shrsh in any public place. Each public
& Clty of Norwalk ncluding, Igaare DAe, ¢ - y ny public pl P
cantratied. by the Norwalk E}ﬂ'.sf'ﬁg fu}%ﬂ e 1ahals oL, aplicaignp|anprovsd il utifity company proposing 10 conduct tres andior shrub alteratron or. cemaval
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A. The Mayor shall designate
ber of the Urban Forestry
3 years, and terms shall be
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1

urban forest and shall notify the applicant of the decision in writing within 30 days

Af fecelpi ‘of a complete apylication.

Onee such 3 free or shryb is planted In a public place, the treg or shrub shall

+ bécome tha propery of the Gity of Norwalk alier the maintenancs period

specnluad in Subsection B of this saction has expired,
Wa:dq;, ot (5:-her or their designee, shall report 1o the Urban Forestry

i ﬂco:ﬂﬁlr?gshh on; 4'qudrterly basls the details of all applications approved in

acourdanne with this soction, including the Size, species and location of all new

S l@gg,a@ mhs :planlad ang the: pe(sorl{s) responsibia for.the maintenance

w_hemver:any_._trge of shrub.is planted in any public place i vialation of this
chaptar or any petinit issued heraunder, the Tree Warden may order the property
owner or person responsibla to remave such tres or shrub. 3 the proparty owner
or parsan résponsitie fails to remava tha tres or shirub within a perlod of 30 days
after such order, the Tréa Warden shafl remave or cause the removal thereol, or

. may fake such actlon deemed necsssary 1o rectify such Improper planting, and

tha cost thereof shall ba charged to the property owner or the person respansibia
Tor Ihe_l_rnpmpur panting.

s :i 112-7, Alteting or damaginy City trees, City shrubs or required trees.

A

Z

No parson shall atter or damage a City tres, City shrub or required free- No person
shall prune a City tree, City shrub or required tree without a permit from the Tree
arden.

Any person wishing to prung a City 1ree, Cily shrub of required tree shall apply
in writing for'a permit 1o the Tree Warden prior to taking such action. Each
‘appllcatlcn to prune a City tree, City shrub or required free shall be subject 10 a

. fea established in accordanca with § 90-4, Approval of rates and fees.

Alter reviewing such applicalion and conducting a site Inspection, tha Tree
Warden shall getermine whether such action is in the best interest of the City's
urban farast and shait notify tha applicant of ihe decision in writing within 3¢ days
ol recsipt of a complate application.

Any person wha violatas iha provisions of this section shatt be subject to a fine
\up to $250 par Gity tree, Gily shrub or required tree, per violation. The Tree
Warden or his, bar or thelr designea shall have the authority to issue a gitation for
vidtations. Nuiwthslandmg the fregoing, if the Tree Warden determinegs in his,
her or thalr Sole and absoluta judgment that any persen has praned, altered or
damaged a City tree, City shrub or mquired trea so seversly that it is not likely to
surviva, that person shall replace such trge or shrulyin accordance with § 112-10,
Trea or shrub reptacement, below. ’

§ 112-8 Rumnm of Gity tree, or City ghrub or reguired froe,

A

.No person'shail remave a City trea, City shrub or required free without a pesmit
from the Tree Warden, except for any removal that has been permitied pursuan
1o the applicable provisions-of Connecticut General Stalutes § 23-85. To grant
parmisson to any athar, person 10 remove a Gity tres, City shrub or required
tree) th Tree Warden must determine, within 30 days of receiving a complete
apphn!lon thiat 1) ha tree andior shrub i in poor heatth or diséased, 2 the
dres’and/or shrub's ramoval is unavoldable because the tree and/or shrub poses
a threat to human heaith, safety, and welfare, or 3) the negative impact on the
urban canopy caused by tha tres and/or shrub's removal can be mitigated.

. Any, person wishing to remove a City tree, City shrub or required tree shall

apply fn writing for a permit to the Tree Warden. Such apptication shall cortain
written proof that the applicant has notified properly ownérs of land that abuts
or Is directly across the street from the affected tree(s) and/or shrub{s}. and
the appropriate land use regulatory authority in the case of a required tres, that
h, she or they has applied for a tree andfor shrub remgval permit by 3 wiitten
notice desivered within three business days of the date of sakd application. Each
appfication shafl be subject to a fes established ia aocordaﬂce with § 90-4,
Approval of rales and fees.

Alter raviewing such application and conducling a sita inspection, the Tres
Wardens shall determine whether removal of the Clty tree, City shrub and/or
required tree i in the best Interest of tha Gity's urban forest and shall natify
the applicant of the decisfon in wriling within 20 days of receipt of 2 mmplete
application.

The parmit for the removal of any City tree or required tres with a DBH of six
inches or more shall be posted by the Tree Warden, or his, her or thelr designes,
on the affecled tre¢(s) at least 10 days prior to such remeoval. The ten-day period
shali commance from the date of such posting. The tree ramaval posting shall
be in the form of a brightly colored sign at igast 8 1/2 Inches by 11 Inches in
bold, clearty printad lettering able to be ssen from the street which provides the
name, aodress and phone nimber of tita Tree Warden {n the avent that thare I an
chiection 1o the removal of the treais).

Irerwnvmo removes & City tree, City shrub or required trae without 2 permit
replaca the City tres, City shrub or required tree in accordance with § 112-
10 Tree or shrub replacement, below.

§ 112-8. Protection durlag construction.

A

A

Property owners and gther parsons maponsible for construction and excavation
projects in whola or In part within tha dripling ol any City tree or required ires
shall adhare to alf relevant provislons of the atest edition of tha American National
Standards Institute, Inc., Standards for tTea Care Operations—Tree, Shrub, and
other Woody Plant Malntenance—Standard Practices (Management of Trees
and Shrubs Durng Site Planning, Site Development, and Construction) {os the
duration of the construction or excavation projecl. A copy of these standards
shall be available to the publit in the Tres Wanden's offics.

The Tree Warden or his, her or their designes shall have \he authority 10 issue &
citation to a property ownar and other person responsible. in the amaount of $250
per day, per City [res or required irea atiecled. for each instance of an action
Inconsistant with th tree care standards referred fo In this section

Any person foung in wviolatlon of this saclion for which the Tree Wardan
delermines there js substantial danger of damage 10'a City tree or required tree
shall post & fiva-year bond in the amount of the assessed value of such tree.
Such band shall be forfelted if the Tree Warden determines that the tree is dead
of morlbund within the five-year period.

'§ 112-10. Tres or shrub replacoment.

A property owner or other person raspensitie for the replacement of a City tree,
City shrub or required trea pirsuant 1o this chapter shall follow the provislons

E  Any remaining investment income Shall be heid in reserve tor future transfer
and appropriation

§112-12. Public wtilitles.

A The Triee Warden shall monitor 1ha work of all public wlilities ko ensure thal such
work does not adversely afiect ary 1ree or shrub ia any public place. Each public
utility company proposing te conduct tree andfor Shrub alteration or removal
achivities in any public place shall present an annual work plan lo the Tree Warden

that includes Ihe tollowing items:
(1) City Map showing all areas) designated for tree and/or shrub alteration or
removal work,
2}  Tree removal list, 1deatifying all trees and shrobs that are proposed for
removal.

{3}  Name and phore number of licensed arborisi(s) performing Such work.
(4) . Nama and phona number of ulitity contact person supervising such work

(5)  Trea and/or shwub replacement commitment; raplacament detarmined ai tha
diseretion of the Tree Warden,

B.  Such public utility work ptan shall be submitted to the Tree Warden af least 30
days prior to tha star of any aciivity by satd public utiity. The Tree Warden shall
review, modify and approve such plan within 30 days from date of raceipl, unless
axtended by either party. This section shall not apply to emergancy and public
hazard work specifically exempled under § 112-14, Exemptions, below.

§ 112-13. Enforcement.

A, Any person who viglates any of the provislons of this chapter shall be notified
by the Tree Warden of the speciic violation by certifled or registered mall, refurn
receipt requested, or by hand delivery. The notice shall explain the nature of ihe
violation and shall provide a reasonable time period within which compliance
musl be achieved.

B.  Upon verbal or written nolice from the Tree Warden that wark Is being performed
contrary to any provision ot {his chapter, such wosk shall be immediatety stopped
by the person doing the work. Within saven days of any verbal of written notice
a stop-work order shall be provided to the owner of the subjsct lot, or to the
owner's agent, or to tha person doing the work, and the stop-work order shall
stale the conditions under which work is permifted to resume. Any person who
continwes work after having been Served with a stop-work order, except such
work as that person Is directed by the Tree Warden or other City officials to
perform fo remove 2 viokation or unsafe condition, shall be liable for a daily fine
established in accordance with § 90-4, Approval of rales and fees, per violation,
per tree or per shrub affectad.

C.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, it the Tree Wargden
determines thal any violation of this chapter was williul, the person responsible
shall be liabk for a civil penalty of up to three times the assessed valug of each
affected tree of Shrub.

D,  Whenever there is reasonable cause 1o belfeve that a2 person is viplating any
provision of this chaples, the City may institule a chvif action in a court of
competent jurisdiction for a mandatory or prohibiting injunction ordering the
delendant to either correct or cease the untawdul use of tha proparty.

E. . Inaddition to any fines hergunder, 2ny person who is {ound to have viplated any
provision of this chaptar shall be responsible to the City Tor any legal faes and
costs that may ba incurred by the City in the enforcament of this chapter

E Each failure to replace a trea or shrub or make a payment into tha Norwalk Tree
Account or 1o post znd malntaln a bond in accordance with this chapier, or to
Tollow any of the provisions of this chapter, shall conslitute a saparate violation of
this chapter for which thara shaf be a fing established In accordancs with § 90-4,
Approval of rates and fees. Each day such violation continues shall constitute a
separats offensa.

G. . The Chief of Opsrations and Public Works or his, her or their designes. the Tree
Warden, and employees of the Department of Public Works are hereby authorized
lo enforce the provisions of this chapter

§ 112-34. Exemptions.

This chapter shall not apply ta any alteration or darmage to a tree or shrub that has been:
1) ordered or authorized by the Tree Warden or other officials of the City of Norwalk
of an amérgency basts becausa the ree or shrub is a hazardous tree or hazardous
shubd that represents so immediate 2 hazard to public satety or structure ntegrity that
afteration or damage cannot be defarred and that such hazardcus tree or hazmrdous
shrub cannot be protected, secured, or stabilized by reasenabla temporary measures, or
2} otherwise property permitted and/or authorized in accordance with applicable state
faw of regulation.

§112-16. Appeals of Tree Warden declslons.

Any pérson obiscting to an; decislon of the Tree Warden under this chapter may file a
wiilten appeal to the Tree Wardsn who shall schedule a public hearing and shall post a
plibiic hearing notice, including the scheduled fime, date and location of such hearing,
oq the affected tres(s} ar shrub{s), i appropriate. Within three business days ol such
hearing, the Trea Warden shall render a decision granting or danying such appeal. Any
person aggrieved by the Tree Warden's declsion may appeal such decision within 10
dafs ta the Superior Court for the Stamiord/Morwalk Judiclal District.

Dalld at Norwalk, Connacticut Illlt day of Beptembar 2025.

ATTEST.

L}

Irane Dixon, Cliy Clerk

THE HOUR: Please publish once on Friday, Octohar 10, 2025

Page 29 of 90



LT ML AIIBUL UEES BN PUOKG Property or the urban trée canopy.

— PERSON — Any individual, firm, partnership, assoclation, company, frust,
corporation, or organization of any kind,

PRUNING (TRIMMING) — To cut off or remova deag! or living pants or branches of a tree
of shrib performed by an arborist licensed in Iha Statg of Connecticut,

PUBLIC PLACE — Arty spabe owned and/or contralted by the Chy 0f Norwalk, incuding,
but not limited to, Ihe tight-of-way, property operated or controlieg by the Norwalk
Board of Ediicatin or he Norwalk Housing Authority And any space in a Cily par}
PUBLIC UTILITY (or languaga of simitar import) — “Public service company” as defined
in Connecticut General Statutes § 16-1(a)(3), as the same may be amendad from tima
1o tima.

REMOVE — To cut down a tree or shrub or to take any other action that will, in the
sole and absolute judgment of the Tree Warden, cause a tree or shyub 10 dia within a
five-year paripd,

REQUIREC TREE — Any ltee required to be planted or maintalned as pant of an
approval by any land usa regulatory authority or under the terms of any dead, easement,
agresment or other document relating to ihe sale, kease or othar disposition of any
Property owned by the Gity or any municipal body or authority.

RIGHT-OF-WAY — The area between the streel lines reserved for the street (paved/
sidewalk area) and the adjacent property that abuts the City street and is owned and/or
Lontroiled by the City of Norwatk.

SHRUB — Woody plants, usually branched fram the base, generally less than 15 fest
tall when matyre.

STREETSCAPE TREE — Any tree or shrub on public ans/or private property with a basa
that originates, in whole or in part, in tha right-of-way and, in the sofe and absolute
iudgment and/or discretion of the Tres Warden, serves as part of Ihe tres ling of  sireef,

TREE INVENTORY — A recording of ihe size, condition, focation, and species of all public
tress and of all planting focations without a tree that coufd reasonably accommedate a
public or streetscape tres.

TREE — Any living woody, self-supporting plant that has z distingt elevated crown and
defined maln stem or trunk, with 2 DBH of 2t least two inches using the United States
Forest Service method of determination.

TREE WARDEN — The individuz) desipnated by the Chief of Operations and Public
Works, vested with all powers and duties authorized under Connecticu! Generat Statutes
§ 23-59 or the care, controf, pruning, and removal of trees and shrubs in public places
within the City of Norwalk.

DEPUTY TREE WARDEN — An individua! appointed by the Tree Warden, pursuani to
Connecticut General Statutes § 23-58, 10 assistin caimying out the responsibilities of the
office. The Deputy Trea Warden shall meel yualification requirements as provided in CGS
§ 23-59a and may be removed at the discration of the Trea Warden.

TREE STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM — The City of Norwalk's community engagement
program, adminisiered by the Urban Forestry leam in coordination with the Urban
Forestry Commission, to ancourage volunteer participation in the care, protection, and
sxpansion of the City's urban forest. The program shall promote proper trea planting
and maintenance practices, provide opportunities for residents to 5&rve as volunteer
Stewards of public trees, and foster commanity parinerships that support the long-term
health and sustainabifity of Norwaik's urban Canopy.

§ 112-3. Tree Wardsn.

A TheChigf of Operations and Public Works shail daslignate a Tree Warden and may
designate one 67 mare Deputy Treg Wardens,

B. The Tree Warden is hereby authorized 1o administer and anforcs this chapter. The
Treg Warden shati have the powers, duties and authorization prascribed in ihe
Cannecticu? Public Shade Trea Statutes, particularty Connecticul Genaral Statutes
§§ 23-50, 23-59, 23-60 and 23-65, as the same may be amended from time 1o
time. and thoss powers and duties as described in this chapter. The Tres Warden
shall have fult power and authority over ai treas and shrubs located within public
places and, io the extent provided herein, on privale property.

G The Tree Warden, or his, her or their designee. shall prepars ali permits,
procedures, and documents necessary under this chapter and ghall mainkain
accurals records of all activities conducted. Upon request, but no dess Trequently
than annually. tha Tree Warden shalt provide a report on such activities to the
Mayor and the Commea Councit,

0. Tha Tres Warden shall bae advised by the Urban Forestry Commission astablishad
Pursuanl to this chapter and shall be an ex officio RoMvoling member of such
committes

£ The Tree Warden o his, her or their designes, shall determine whether any
Spacific piant shail be considered 2 tree or ghrub and whether a tree or shrub Is a
hazardous tree or hazardous shrub, and is hereby auttiorized to remove or prune
tha same In accordanea with this chapter and tha Connecticul Genaral Statutes

F . Tha Tree Warden shall determine the assessad valua of any tree or ghrub for
Purposas of this chapter,

6. The Tres Warden shaft conduct or tause to be conducted an assassment of thg
06 canopy of Norwalk, which may Include a description of the treg canopy ang
@ description of the extent and condition of tress in Norwalk, including those
on private property. ia parks. and other public placas. This ment of the
treg canopy may include a strestscape tres inventory. When complated, such
assessment shall be available to the public and shai be updated a1 least evary
10 years

H. Tha Tree Warden shall have the authority to issue citations for viclations of this
chapter.

I Remaval of a City tree, City shrub or fequired trea shall be permitted only if
authorized by the Tree Warden or his her or their designee,

J. The Tres Warden shail recommend a budget for axpending the anngally available
fungs in the Korwalk Tree Account pursuant ig this chapter.

§ 112-4. Urban Forestry Commigsion.

A Tha Urban Forestry Commission shatt be composad of five members nominated
by the Mayor and approved by the Common Council. The Mayor shall designate
ore of the five members as Chair Each member of the Urhan Foresiry
Commissionshall be appointed for a term ol thres years, and terms shall be
slaggered. Tha terms of the initial members shall be as follows: two members
will tarms (o expire July 1, 2027; one member with a term to expra July 1, 2028;
aid wg members with terms ig expire July 1, 2029. Thereatter, the terms for afl

T sesemener Susat st it e UESH IRIBFSSE OF the Gity's
urban tarest and shall notity the applicant of the decision in writing within 30 days
of receipt of a complete application,

D Once such a tree or shrub is planted in a public piacs, the tree or Shrub shall
become the property of te City of Worwalk afler the maintenance period
specified in Subssction 8 of this section has expired.

E. .. The Tres Warden, o his, her of their deskgnes, shall report {o the Urban Forestry

; an o1d g:ﬂa'mny basis the details of all apphicatigns approved in

raccordance with this section, including (he slze, species ang location of all new

J}l}(;:e:._g‘z:@_shrubi‘(p‘l‘an;ed and the person(s} responsible for. the maintenance
1801,

F Whenever any free or shrub is Planted in any public place in violation of this
chapler or any permit issued hereunder, the Tree Warden may arder the Property
OWier or person responslble 10 remove Such ires or shrub. If the property owner
0r parson responsible laits to remave the treg or shrub within a period of 30 days
aftar such order, the Trea Warden shail remove of cause Lhe removal thereot, or
may take such action deemed necessary 10 rectify such improper planting, ang
the cost theres! shall be charged to the proparty owner or the person Tesponsible
lor the improper planting.

§ 112-7. Altering or damaging City traes, City shrabs or required troes.

A No person shal aiter or damage a City tree, City shyub or required tree. No person
shall prune a City tree, City shrub or Tequired tree without a permit from the Tree
Warden,

B.  Any person wishing 10 prune a City tree, Gty shrub or required tres shall apply
in weiting for a permit 10 the Tree Warden prior to taking such action, Each
application 1o prune a City tres, City shrub or required troe shall be subject to a
fes esiablished in accordance with § 90-4, Approval of rates and fees.

C. After roviewing such appication and conducting a site inspaction, the Tree
Warden shall datarmine whether such action is in the best interest of the Cliy's
urban forest and shall notify the applicant of tha decisfon in writing within 30 days
of receipt of a complgte application.

D. Any person who violates the provisions of this section shall be sublect to a fine
up 10 5250 per City tres, City shrub or fequired iree, per violation. The Tres
Warden or his, her or thelr designee shall have the authority to sus a citation for
Violations. Notwithstanding the foregoing. if the Tree Wardan determines in his,
her or their sole and absolute judgment that any person has pruned, altered or
damaged a City tree, City shrub or required tree so Severely that it is not likely to
Survive, that parson shall replace such tres or shrub in aceordanca with § 1 12-10,
Trea or shrub repiacement, below. :

§ 112-8. Removal ol City res, or Cliy shrub or required fres.

A Noperson shall remove 2 City tres, City shrub or required tree withapt a permit
from the Tree Warden, excapi for any removal that has been permitted pursuant
1o the applicable provislons of Connecticut Genaral Statuiss § 2365, To grant
permission o any other pérson to remove a Gty tree, City shrub or raquired
Tree, the Tree Warden must determine, witfiin 30 days of feceving a complete
application, that 1) the tree andfor shrub Is in poor health or diseased, 2) the
tree and/or shrubs removal is unavoidable because the tres and/or shiub poses
a fiveat to human heafih, safely, and welfare, or 3) the negative impact on the
urban canopy caused by the trea and/or shrub's removal £an be mitigated.

B. . Any person wishing 1o remove 2 City tres, City shrub or required tree shall
apply In writing for a permit to the Tree Warden, Such application shail contain
written proof that the applicant has nofified property owners of land that auts
or Is directly across the street from ths affected trea{s) andfor shrubs), and
the appropriate land use reguiatory authority in the case of 2 required tree, that
ho, she or they has applied for a tree andor shrulr removal permit by a written
notice deliverad within three business days of the date of said application. Each
application shali ba subject 1o a fee established in accordance with § 90-4,
Approval of rates and fees.

C.  -ARer reviewing such application and conducting a sie inspection, the Tree
Wartan shall determine whether removal of the City tree, City shrub and/or
1equired tree is in the best interest of the City's urban forest and shall notity
the applicant of the decision in wiiting within 30 dajs of TeCEipt of 3 complate
application, J

0. The permit for the removal of any City tres or required tres with a BBH of six
Inches or more shall ba pasted by tha Tres Warden, or his, her ar their designes,
oft the atiected tree(s) at least 10 days prior to such rempval, The ten-day period
shall commentce from the date of such posting. The tree ramoval pasting shall
be in the form of a brightly colored sign at feast 8 1/2 inches by 11 inches in
boid, claarly prinled lettering abla to be seen from the street which providas the
fame, address and phone number of the Tres Warden in the-avent that thera is an
ohjection 1o the remaval of the tree(s).

E. . Any person wha removes a City Lree, City shrub or required tree without a permit
shall replace the City tree, Gity shrub or required tree In accordante with § 112-
10, Tres or shitb replacement, below.

- § 112.9, Protection during eonstruction,

A Property owners and other persons Tesponsibla for consiruction and excavation
projects In whole or in part within the dripline of any City treo o required Ireq
&hall adhera to all relavant provisions of the latest edition of the American National
Stangards instituts, Inc., Standards for tTee Cara Operations—Tres, Shrub. and
other Woody Piant Maintenance—Standarg Practices (Managemant ot Trees
and Shrubs Buring Site Planning, Site Devetopment, and Construction) {or the
durztion of the construction or excavation piojecl A copy of thesa standards
shall bs available to the public in the Tree Warden's office,

B.  The Tree Warden or his, her or their designes shall have the authority to lssue a
citation o4 property owner and other person respansibla, In the amount of $250
per day, per City tres or required tree affected, for each instance of an action
inconslstent with the tree care standards referred to in this ssction.

C. Any person found in violatian of this section for whith the Tree Warden
determines thera is substantial danger of damags o a City tre of required tres

'§ 11210. Trae or shrub replacement.

A Aproperty owner or otfier person fesponsibla for the replacement of a City tree,
City shrub or required tree pursuant to this chapler shall follow the provisions
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CITY OF NORWALK
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES - SEPTEMBER 16, 2025
VIA ZOOM VIRTUAL CONFERENCE

ATTENDANCE: Heather Dunn, Joshua Goldstein, Johan Lopez, Nora
Niedzielski-Eichner, Jalin T. Sead Sr., Margaret (Lisa)
Shanahan, Anne Wennerstrand.

STAFF: Brian Candela.
OTHERS: Darlene Young, Bryan Lutz, Tom Livingston, Jim Travers.
I. CALL TO ORDER

Ms. Shanahan called the regular meeting of the Ordinance Committee to order at 7:03 p.m. via
Zoom virtual meeting,

II. ROLL CALL

Ms. Shanahan conducted the roll call.
III. PUBLIC HEARING
A. Discuss and vote Chapter 27, City Buildings and Facilities, Article I, Naming, Sections
27-1,27-2 and 27-3
Mr. Candela solicited public comments on the specified sections of Chapter 27.
No hands were raised, and no emails were received on the topic.
Ms. Shanahan closed the public hearing on this item.
B. Discuss and vote Chapter 95, Streets and Sidewalks, Article 11, Honorary and Historic
Naming of Streets, Sections 95-37, 95-38 and 95-39
Mr. Candela solicited public comments on the specified sections of Chapter 95.
No hands were raised, and no emails were received on the topic.

Ms. Shanahan closed the public hearing on this item.

IV. PUBLIC HEARING DISCUSSION

Ms. Shanahan noted that Chapters 27 and 95 could be discussed and voted on together due to
their similarity. Mr. Candela shared his screen to display the proposed changes to Chapter 27.
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Ms. Shanahan explained that the amendments standardize procedures for naming buildings,
facilities, and parks, requiring a two-thirds majority vote of the Common Council, or two-thirds
plus one for living individuals or those deceased less than one year. Mr. Livingston confirmed
the addition of "or section thereof” in Section 27-1 for conformity.

**MR. SEAD MOVED TO TAKE THE AMENDED CHAPTER 27 TO THE
COMMON COUNCIL.
**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Mr. Candela displayed the proposed changes to Chapter 95, noting the restoration of the two-
thirds plus one requirement in Sections 95-38 and 95-39 for living individuals or those deceased
less than one year, to align with Chapter 27 procedures.

**MR. GOLDSTEIN MOVED TO TAKE CHAPTER 95 TO THE COMMON
COUNCIL.
**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION/COMMENT

Mr. Candela read the following emails received prior to the meeting regarding the Residential
Parking Program:

Jeremiah Sheen expressed strong support for the Neighborhood Parking Initiative.

Daniel Ryan urged the committee to implement a residential parking program as soon as possible
due to the pending opening of Manresa Wilds Park, citing potential overflow from visitors and
the lack of downside to such a program.

Pat Burns, a resident of Sable Street, strongly favored a residential parking permit program,
noting current congestion from pickleball courts and future impacts from Manresa Wilds Park,
and suggested exploring paid parking behind industrial buildings on Woodward Avenue.

Dee Dee Yoder of 22 Sable Street supported the Norwalk Residential Parking Ordinance to
prevent streets from filling with cars, highlighting existing issues on her dead-end block from
pickleball courts and anticipated nightmares from Manresa Wilds visitors.

Beverly Krieger of 9 Seabreeze Place, South Norwalk, expressed strong support for the proposed
residential parking permit program, emphasizing urgency in South Norwalk due to blocked
passages for large and emergency vehicles, and requested implementation on Woodward Avenue
south of Birch Street, Quintard, and through Harbor Shores neighborhoods, noting exacerbation
from Manresa Island development.

Angus Beavers of 36 Neptune Avenue supported the project at the former power plant but

anticipated parking impacts, suggesting overflow grass parking, flex lots, overnight parking
options, additional lanes, bike lanes, overnight monitoring, and gate closures at Manresa Park.
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Mr. Candela noted that all emails would be attached to the minutes.

Mr. Dan Ryan of 23 Sable Street spoke, reiterating concerns about potential parking issues from
Manresa Wilds drawing regional visitors and emphasizing the need for a residential parking
program, expressing interest in hearing the committee's thoughts.

Ms. Barber raised her hand to speak but encountered technical difficulties with unmuting despite
multiple attempts by Mr. Candela. Ms. Shanahan suggested Ms. Barber submit her comments via
email to Mr. Candela at beandela@norwalkct.gov or inclusion in the minutes.

No further comments were received. Ms. Shanahan closed public participation.
VL. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES
A. August 19, 2025 - regular meeting of the ordinance committee

**MS. SHANAHAN MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES AS FILED.
** THE MOTION PASSED WITH ONE (1) ABSTENTION (MR. GOLDSTEIN).

VII. OLD BUSINESS

Ms. Shanahan noted the receipt of a motion to move items under New Business (VIII. A and B)
before Old Business to accommodate Mr. Livingston's schedule.

**MR. GOLDSTEIN MOVED TO MOVE THE NEW BUSINESS MATERIALS
UP BEFORE THE OLD BUSINESS MATERIALS.
**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

A. Discuss and vote on new ordinance, Residential Parking Program

Ms. Dunn suggested the Parking Authority might impose a $75 charge, questioning whether the
plan’s intent could be punitive or not. She expressed uncertainty about public trust, citing past
examples of handicapped individuals receiving unfair tickets, and voiced a fear of residents
feeling penalized, despite supporting the program’s potential benefits. She later emphasized
ensuring residents aren’t unfairly penalized and suggested tying oversight to implementation
rather than initial approval.

Mr. Goldstein introduced a legislative strategy, noting this approach has been used for noise,
outdoor dining, Complete Streets, and cannabis ordinances, allowing amendments if the Parking
Authority’s plan deviates. He acknowledged Ms. Dunn’s concerns, suggested public accessibility
of proposed guidelines, and proposed a 30-day comment period with hearings before both the
Parking Authority and Common Council. He later supported refining the language, suggesting
“submit” or “transmit” and ensuring public access, while deferring to expertise but affirming
council oversight.

Ms. Shanahan clarified the distinction between authorities and the council, questioning how the
council could override an authority’s regulations, comparing it to the Water Authority. She

Page 33 of 90



sought legal insight from Mr. Candela, proposed a backdoor option of pulling authonty if
dissatisfied after a 30-day comment period, and facilitated the group’s language refinement,
suggesting an up-or-down vote post-comment period to maintain clarity.

Mr. Sead supported the ordinance but expressed discomfort with its ambiguity, advocating for
council review to provide checks and balances. He highlighted constituent feedback on parking
tickets, felt uneasy about giving the Parking Authority free rein on financial impacts, and
suggested a clause for council oversight, noting public comment limitations and the need for
elected official accountability.

Ms. Niedzielski-Eichner agreed with initial council input on guidelines rather than street-by-
street oversight, proposing the plan return after public comment for review, citing WPCA
precedents. She suggested a hearing over an up-or-down vote, emphasized elected
accountability, and refined language to “public notice” per the charter, agreeing with a post-
comment period council vote to avoid overriding without participation.

Mr. Candela confirmed the Council’s power to grant or revoke authority, suggesting a sunset
provision for periodic review. He referenced Complete Streets’ design guide linkage, proposed
adjustable language for effectiveness, and assisted with drafting, incorporating “submit,” “public
notice,” and finalizing the text for the October 21st public hearing.

Mr. Travers cautioned against conflating council and authority roles, noting the Parking
Authority’s self-funding and payment to the city. He suggested a 30-day comment period with a
possible 15-day revision, worried about resident confusion if the council overrode the Authority,
and proposed a final presentation post-comment for an up-or-down vote, clarifying the process to
avoid endless revisions.

**MR. SEAD MOVED TO SEND THE RESIDENTIAL PARKING PROGRAM
ORDINANCE, WITH REFINED LANGUAGE INCLUDING A 30-DAY PUBLIC
NOTICE PERIOD AND A POST-COMMENT COUNCIL VOTE, TO A PUBLIC
HEARING ON OCTOBER 21, 2025.

**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

B. Discuss and vote on Chapter 112, Tree ordinance, Sections 112-1, 112-2, 112-3, 112-4,
112-5,112-6, 112-7, 112-8, 112-9, 112-10, 112-11, 112-12, 112-13, 112-14 and 112-15

Ms. Shanahan noted the absence of Robert, Sarah, and Ken, who were at a conference, and
explained that the discussion would proceed without them. She requested Mr. Candela to display
the document, indicating minimal changes were proposed, though a final scrub was needed for
minor cleanups, such as updating gender pronouns (e.g., his, her, their) and removing certain
definitions.

She walked the committee through the revisions, highlighting that the assessed value standard
had been updated based on Sarah’s recommendation as a better approach, and that the Tree
Master Plan definition was redefined to reflect its current existence and new management
structure. Ms, Shanahan questioned whether the term “treescape” should be retained, suggesting
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it might warrant further discussion with Jim, and noted adjustments to the tree warden and
deputy tree warden roles to reflect inclusive language.

She introduced the Tree Stewardship Program as a new addition, explaining it replaced the
former tree liaison program, where public members helped identify tree-planting sites, now
rebranded for clarity with the tree warden’s designee involved. The most significant change
discussed was the shift from the Tree Advisory Committee to an Urban Forestry Commission,
which

Ms. Shanahan emphasized as Sarah’s key goal for redevelopment. She requested Mr. Candela to
adjust the commission’s term start dates from 2003, 2004, and 2005 to 2027, 2028, and 2029 to
stagger terms and avoid losing the commission simultaneously, proposing five members with
two terms ending in 2027, one in 2028, and two in 2029. Mr. Candela suggested clarifying the
tree warden or their designee as an ex-officio non-voting member, which Ms. Shanahan
confirmed.

Ms. Shanahan stressed the urgency of taking the ordinance to public hearing in October to
establish the Urban Forestry Commission before year-end, noting its value to the Tree Warden
and Park and Recs. She confirmed the revisions were largely consistent with Sarah’s prior
presentation, with only minor cleanups pending.

Ms. Niedzielski-Eichner raised a concern about ensuring the ordinance aligns with charter
requirements for commissions, such as meeting protocols, and suggested adding this to the
cleanup list. Ms. Shanahan agreed to address charter compliance during the scrub, planning to
collaborate with Tom and Mr. Candela post-review.

*MOTION MADE BY MS. NIEDZIELSKI-EICHNER TO SEND THE
ORDINANCE TO PUBLIC HEARING IN OCTOBER.
*MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

C. Discuss and vote on Chapter 68 Noise¢, Sections 68-1, 68-2, 68-4, 68-6, 68-7, 68-8, 68-9,
68-10, 68-12, 68-13, 68-14 and 68-15

Ms. Shanahan opened the discussion by acknowledging the extensive work already completed
but expressing hesitation about moving it to public hearing due to remaining cleanup needs. She
noted Mr. Candela’s heavy workload with trials and suggested that the ordinance required one
more thorough draft to ensure it was “clean and tidy.” Proposing a delay, she suggested
reconvening next week with Mr. Candela and Ms. Dunn to finalize the last three sections
(definitions, tables, and variances), dedicating the October meeting to a comprehensive review.

She also mentioned the absence of Police Chief Walsh due to a scheduling conflict, proposing to
include him in the next session, possibly with a sound expert, to refine the document.

Ms. Dunn confirmed that most sections were complete except for definitions and tables, with Mr.

Candela specifying that Sections 68-3, 68-5, and 68-11 remained outstanding. She noted the
Chief’s request to remove the Washington Street-specific provisions.
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Mr. Candela provided background, explaining that Section 68-5 contains sound level limits in
Tables 2 and 3. Table 2 aligns with state and other municipal standards for decibel levels across
residential, commercial, and industrial zones {daytime and nighttime), but Footnote 1
complicates enforcement by increasing limits by 5 decibels (effectively doubling sound) for
residential receptors within 200 feet of commercial or industrial zones, extending permissible
hours to 10 p.m. from 8 p.m.

He also mentioned that Table 3 further deviates by allowing higher decibel levels for commercial
districts like Washington Street, creating enforcement challenges due to multiple tables and
footnotes, a practice uncommon among other municipalities. Mr. Candela indicated forthcoming
redlined revisions to simplify and align with enforceable standards.

Ms. Shanahan sought clarification on whether to advance the completed sections while holding
definitions and tables for further review. Ms. Dunn advocated sending the ordinance as is,
removing Table 3 and its associated note per the Chief’s input, and noted consultation with
Chamber of Commerce representative Shannon G. Endurko, who found no issues.

She highlighted a new variance provision allowing businesses to seek Health Department
approval for non-compliance and a practical enforcement measure in Section 68-4(D), enabling
officers to cite noise audible at 100 feet without measurements, preserving existing hours to
avoid requiring another public hearing.

Mr. Candela elaborated that removing Footnote 1 and Table 3 would streamline enforcement,
aligning with broader municipal practices.

Ms. Niedzielski-Eichner supported the revisions but opposed an immediate vote, citing the major
changes (e.g., table removals) lacked prior circulation or public notice. She appreciated Ms.
Dunn’s Chamber outreach but suggested ensuring input from Washington Street and Wall Street
district stakeholders to avoid backlash, preferring a holistic review.

Ms. Shanahan echoed concerns about piecemeal changes and the importance of cohesive
definitions, proposing a full revision with Mr. Candela, Ms. Dunn, and the Chief, potentially
involving a sound expert to update tables, aiming for a single, well-prepared public hearing.

Mr. Candela committed to sending updated drafis for Sections 68-3, 68-5, and 68-11, reflecting
comparisons with other municipalities.

Ms. Shanahan suggested involving the Board of Health, but Ms. Dunn reported prior input from
Heaith Department Head Deanna and Chief Walsh, who noted reduced Washington Street noise
complaints and resident satisfaction, supporting Table 3’s removal for better enforceability. Ms.
Shanahan proposed sharing the comprehensive draft two weeks before the next meeting for
committee review.

Ms. Dunn offered to recirculate noise ordinances from other towns and state guidelines, with Ms.
Niedzielski-Eichner requesting the latter for reference. Mr. Candela explained the state’s hands-
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off approach, delegating enforcement to municipalities while requiring at least state-level
strictness, noting Norwalk’s current severity and the proposed changes’ alignment with peers.

Ms. Dunn highlighted Section 68-4(D)’s practical citation rule for loud amplification devices and
a tracking mechanism for repeat offenders via initial citations, designed non-punitively for
monitoring.

Mr. Lopez inguired about distinguishing aftermarket vehicle parts (e.g., loud mufflers) from
stock vehicles like Harley-Davidsons. Ms. Dunn clarified the ordinance targets stationary
amplified noise (e.g., driveway revving) rather than passing vehicles, a public health issue for
police. Mr. Candela detailed amended sections on motor and recreational vehicles, requiring
compliance with state decibel limits and prohibiting excess noise from amplification devices,
addressing stationary sources distinct from moving violations.

The committee agreed to delay the vote, prioritizing a complete revision for the October meeting,
with Mr. Candela to distribute drafts and supporting documents promptly.

VII1. NEW BUSINESS

A. Discuss and vote on Chapter 126, Pension Plan, Sections 126-1, 126-2, 126-3, 126-4, 126-
5 and 126-6
Mr. Livingston described the proposed amendments as housekeeping to reflect current practices.

**MS. DUNN MOVED TO SEND CHAPTER 126, THE PENSION PLAN, TO
PUBLIC HEARING AT THE NEXT MEETING.
**MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

B. Discuss and vote on Chapter 84, Retirement Benefits, Article 111, Post-Employment
Benefits Trust, Sections 2 and 3

**MS. DUNN MOVED TO SEND CHAPTER 84 TO PUBLIC HEARING AT THE
NEXT MEETING.
*MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

IX. DISCUSSION

Discussion on the Noise Ordinance under Old Business C continued into this section, with the
committee affirming the plan for comprehensive revisions and public hearing in October.

X. ADJOURNMENT

**MR. GOLDSTEIN MOVED TO ADJOURN.
*THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:42 p.m.
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Respectfully Submitted,
Courtney Baldwin
Recording Secretary
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Candela, Brian

L

From: global4@aol.com

Sent: Monday, September 15, 2025 8:42 PM

To: Candela, Brian; Margaret Poswistilo; Daniel E. Ryan 1lI; Pat Burns

Subject: My wife and | are strongly in support of the neighborhood parking initiative
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

I You don't often get email from globald@aol.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: EXTERNAL Email: Don't open links or attachments from untrusted senders

Thank you
Jeremiah Schnee

President
Bridge Real Estate

https://www .bridgereal-estate.com/

Founder Wealth & Values Initiative Dolphin Foundation
hitps://www.wvidolphin.org

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=imS-8oKja9k&feature=youtu.be

President & CEO Next Opportunity Group
Cell: 718 415 5807
www.nextoppgroup.com
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Candela, Brian

From: Daniel E. Ryan 11§ <DERyan@RyanDelucalaw.com>
Sent: Monday, September 15, 2025 9:50 PM

To: Candela, Brian

Subject: public comment

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

i

i You don't often get email from deryan@ryandelucalaw.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: EXTERNAL Email: Don't open links or attachments from untrusted senders

Dear Members of the Ordinance Committee:

Given the pending opening of the “Manresa Wilds” park on Manresa Island, | am urging the
committee to do everything necessary to implement a residentiat parking program as soon as
possible. As the committee is undoubtedly aware from their many public events and website,
Manresa Wilds is being developed (with the undeniable and astounding generosity of Allison and
Austin McChord} as a 125 acre waterfront park for the entire Northeast region.

Austin McCord has stated it is likely that people traveling to the park on foot or by bicycle willbe
admitted without charge. While | think it's a great idea to discourage travel by private automobile,
if people arriving by foot or on bike will be admitted for free or at a discount, the neighboring
streets will be overwhelmed by private vehicles.

There is absolutely no downside to a residential parking program and | would urge the committee
to do whatever is needed to implement one as $soon as possible. Manresa Wilds has stated its
intent to open to the public in stages, with public access as soon as this Spring, $0 actionis
needed asap.

Thank you for your consideration.

Daniel E. Ryan Ill, Esq.

R|R|D Ryan Ryan Deluca LLP
Cell: 203.561.1708

Email: deryan@ryandslucalaw.com
www.RyanDelucalaw.com

STAMFORD | BRIDGEPORT | NEW YORK

Tha information contained in this emait message is attorney/client privilegad andfor confidential or propristary, or irade sacrel information intended onfy for the use of the inohiduat
or entity named sbove. If the reader of this message 13 not the ir dad recipient or the employee or agent responsibie to deliver it to the | dad recip you are hereby notilied
that any dissemination, distribution of copying of this communication is strictly prohibited If you have raceived this communication in error, please immediately notify us by
telophone at the above number.

Plaase consider the environment before printing this e-mall
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Candela, Brian
m

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

You don't often get email from pburns@sof328.com. Learn why this is important

Pat Burns <pburns@scf328.com>
Monday, September 15, 2025 9:51 PM
Candela, Brian

Public Comment

CAUTION: EXTERNAL Email: Don't open links or attachments from untrusted senders

Dear Mr. Candela,

As a resident of Sable Street, | strongly am in favor of a residential parking permit program. Sable Street
and Woodward are already busy with cars because of the new pickie batl courts. In the wake of the new
Manresa Wilds, parking and traffic will be even more congested. This is a positive way to limit street

parking to just tax paying residents.

Can the city explore parking behind the industrial buildings on Woodward? Even if the city has to

implement paid parking for the players, itis a small price for them to pay considering all neighborhoods

will be bearing the burden of additional traffic and parking. We are just sharing the burden.

Thanks,

Pat Burns

Tax Payer from Sable Street
Norwalk

Pat Burns
Sales Vice President

20K,

328 Sclleck Strect
Stamford. CT 06902
203.388.2320 dircct
646.709.1063 cell

phurns.a sof128.com

stamfordefficcfurnifure.com

MiderKnoll Cerlified Dealer
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Candela, Brian

From: Angus Beavers <angusbeavers@msn.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 16, 2025 803 AM

To: Candela, Brian

Subject: Parking Ordinance. Potential for overnight parking at Manressa.
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

I You don't often get email from angusbeavers@®msn.com, Learn why this is important

r CAUTION: EXTERNAL Email: Don't open links or attachments from untrusted senders

Hello Brian,
I tive at 36 Neptune in Harbor Shores less than 500 yards from the entrance to Manressa. | cannot attend tonights' zoom
on Parking so | am submitting my thoughts below.

| tove what is happening at the former power plant. As for the parking, | am sure all of us who live nearby will be
impacted — not all negatively.

That said, | do not wonder that there will be both sufficient parking at the site for daily attendants as well as special
events.

My suggestions:

1. Atthe Manressa Park, there should be large overflow space with grass parking for special events. Maybe the
parking areas can be both fietds for play or lounging -- as well as parking during special events. These flex lots
should be planned accordingly(hybrid grass and sturdy lawns.)

2. To appease disgruntled tocal residents, perhaps relieve some of the parking on local streets. Consider
oftering overnight parking for commercial — and even private -- vehicles at Manressa. Too many trucks and cars
are parked in Harbor Shores especially along Woodward Ave — the main access street that hosts a lot of 18
wheel trucks.

3. That said, overnight vehicles in Manressa need to be out by a certain time during the work week. This may
address some of the current overflow on the streets in the Harbor Shores neighborhoods. It elso honors the
commercial workers who are vital to Norwalk.

4. Theincrease in traffic may possibly be addressed by adding parking and/or street lanes by the

commercial buildings that have large lawns and re- routing some traffic on a new road behind(on the water

side of) LaJoies recycling.

Public Buses do need to access Manressa to reduce traffic.

Add a small dedicated lane for bikes to and from Manressa to encourage bikers and possibly reduce cars.

A guard or aven scientists (students) could stay at the site overnight to monitor the situation.

The gates could close at an appropriate time so night traffic is quieted.

® N Do

These were just some thoughts that | witl no doubt will expand in the weeks ahead. This project has engaged my
household. | have attended every meeting about Manressa but one so far. Please feel free to share or to reach out to me
about these comments.

Thanks
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Angus

Angus Beavers
36 Neptune Ave
Norwalk, CT 06854

435.962.0094
angusbeavers@msn.com

Page 43 of 90



Candela, Brian

R ]
From: Beverly Krieger <bkrieger@lovejoyrimer.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 16, 2025 9:18 AM
To: Candela, Brian
Subject: Proposed Residential Parking Program Ordinance
Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged
| You don't often get email from bkrieger@lovejoyrimer.com. Learn why this is important

'}
ICAUTsON: EXTERNAL Email: Don't open links or attachments from untrusted senders

Dear Mr. Candela,

| am writing to express my strong support for the proposed Residential Parking
Program ordinance.

Itis especially urgent that resident parking only be implemented in sections of South
Norwalk. It is not infrequent for the passage of large vehicles, including emergency
vehicles, to be blocked by other stationary vehicles in this area.

On numerous occasions | and my neighbors have withesses large vehicles havie to
back up and wait for other vehicles to have to clear the way and rearrange themselves
to get access to the neighborhoods south off Woodward Avenue,

Thie problem is only getting worse with time and will be further exacerbated with the
proposed development of Manresa Island.

| am urging that a residential parking only ordinance be implemented on Woodward
Avenue south of Burritt Street, Quintard and throughout the neighborhood of Harbor
Shores.

Thank you,

Beverly Krieger

9 Seabreeze Place
South Norwalk, CT
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Candela, Brian

e

From: Dede Yoder <ddyoder10@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 16, 2025 11:37 AM
To: Candela, Brian

Ce: Daniel E. Ryan il

Subject: Norwalk Residential Parking Ordinance

| You don't often get email from ddyoder10@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
|
[ CAUTION: EXTERNAL Email: Don't open links or attachments from untrusted senders

Dear Brian,

I am writing to you in support of the Norwalk Residential Parking Ordinance. It is a
great idea and also very important to help keep our neighborhood streets from filling up
with cars. I live on Sable Street which is one block long with a dead end and we are
already having parking issues due to the popularity of the pickieball courts at the end of
our block. We also have several multiple family houses on our block that add multiple
cars parked on the street. I cannot imagine what will happen when the Manresa Wilds
open up for visitors from all over the country. It will be a nightmare. Please pass this
ordinance.

Thanks very much,

Diane Yoder

22 Sable Street
Norwalk, CT 06854
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City of Norwalk, CT

§ 68-1. Short title.
This Chapter ehapter-shall be known as the "City of Norwalk Noise Control Ordinance."

§ 68-2. Purpose.

It is recognized that people have a right to and should be ensured an environment free from
excessive Sound seund-and vibration that may jeopardize their health or safety or welfare or
degrade the quality of life. This Chapter ehapteris enacted to protect, preserve and promote the
health, safety, welfare and quality of life for the citizens of Norwalk through the reduction, control
and prevention of Noise neise.

§ 68-3. Definitions.

The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation and enforcement of this Chapterehapter:

AFFECTED PERSON -— Any Person persor-who has lodged a Noise neise-complaint with the
Noise Control Administrator that he/she is the receptor of Noise aeise-on property within the City,
and said Affected Person affeeted-persen-has an interest in the property as an owner, tenant, or
employee.

AMBIENT SOUND - The Sound seund-Level level-at a given location that exists as a result of
the combined contribution in that location of all Sound seund-sources, excluding the contribution
of the source or sources under investigation for violation of this code and excluding the contribution
of Extraneous Sound extraneous-sound-sources. Ambient Sounds seunds-are differentiated from
Extraneous Sounds extraneeus-seunds by the fact that Ambient Sounds ambient sounds-are being
emitted the majority of the time although they may not be continuous. Examples of Ambient
Sounds mmbient seunds-may include steady traffic of properly muffled vehicles, summer insects
in the distance, pedestrians talking, and adjacent commercial/industrial operations or mechanical
equipment.

COMMERCIAL ZONE - All commercial districts, business districts, as defined in the Zoning
Regulations of the City of Norwalk,' and all uses associated therewith, either permitted as a right
or as a special use.

COMMON COUNCIL — The Common Council of the City of Norwalk.

CONSTRUCTION — Any site preparation, assembly, erection, substantial repair, alteration or
similar action, for or of public or private rights-of-way, structures, utilities or similar property.

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT — Any equipment or device operated by fuel pneumatically or
electric power used in Construction eeastruetion-or Demolition demelition-work.

CONSTRUCTION SITE — Site where Construction eeastruetion—or Demolition demelitton-takes
place.

CONTINUOUS SOUND — Sound with a duration of one second or longer measured by the slow
response of a Sound Level Meterseund level meter. Impulsive Sounds seunds-that are rapidly
repetitive and have a cumulative duration of one second or longer shall be measured as Continuous
Soundeentintous-sound.

CORRECTED SOURCE SOUND LEVEL The Sound Level seundJdevelattributable to the
source or sources under investigation, which is calculated by subtracting the measured Ambient
Sound Level ambient-soundlevel-from the measured total Sound LevelsoundJevel.

Downloaded from https.//ecode360.com/NOO086 on 2025-07-30
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City of Norwalk, CT
§ 68-3 § 68-3

DAYTIME HOURS — The hours between 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, the
hours between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Saturday and the hours 9:00 a.m. through 8:00 p.m. on
Sundays and federal and state holidays.

DECIBEL — The practical unit of measurement for Sound Pressure Level sound-pressure-tevel
(SPL); the number of Decibels deethels-of a measured sound is equal to 20 times the logarithm to
the base 10 of the ratio of the Sound seurd-pressure of a reference Sound sewnd-(20 micropascals)
abbreviated "dB."

DEMOLITION — Any dismantling, intentional destruction or removal of structures, utilities,
public or private right-of-way surfaces or similar property.

DIRECTOR OF HEALTH — The Health Director of the City of Norwalk.

DOMESTIC POWER EQUIPMENT - Not limited to, power saws, drills, grinders, lawn and
garden tools and other domestic power equipment intended for use in residential areas by a
homeowner.

EMERGENCY — Any occurrence or set of circumstances involving actual or imminent physical
trauma or property damage which demands immediate action.

EMERGENCY VEHICLE — Any Motor Vehicle nmmr—velu’el&authorized by the City of Norwalk

respondmg to an Emergenc;_f EHerEeney.

EMERGENCY WORK — Work made necessary at the site of an Emergency esmergeney-to restore
property to a safe condition following an Emergencyemergeney, or work required to protect
Persons persens-or property from exposure to imminent danger.

EXTRANEOUS SOUND — Any Sound seund-that is intense and intermittent, and is neither
Ambient Sound anbientseund nor Sound seund-attributable to a source or sources under
investigation for a violation of this code. Such Sound seund includes but is not limited to sirens of
Emergency Vehiclesemergeney-vehieles, unusualtly loud Motor Vehicle motor vehiele-exhaust or
braking, people shouting or talking next to the meter, animal vocalizations, aircraft or trains
passing, car door slams, etc. When conducting compliance measurements, such Extrancous Sound
extrapeous-seund-sources may be noted but their Sound Levels sound-levels-are excluded.

HEALTH BOARD - As defined in Chapter 57 in the City Code.

IMPULSE SOUND — Sound of short duration, usually less than one second, with an abrupt onset
and rapid decay. Impulse Sound seund may be measured with the Sound Level Meter seundlevel
meterresponse set to "fast” or "impulse."”

INDUSTRIAL ZONE — All industrial districts as defined by the Zoning Regulations of the City
of Norwalk.?

MOTOR VEHICLE — Per Section 14-1(59) of the Connecticut General Statutes, as amended.
MUFFLER — A device for abating Soundsseunds, such as those produced by escaping gases.

MULTI-DWELLING-UNIT BUILDING — Any building comprising two or more dwelling units,
including, but not limited to, apartments, condominiums, co-ops, multiple-family houses,
townhouses, and attached residences.

MULTI-USE PROPERTY - Any distinct parcel of land that is used for more than one category

1. Editor's Note: See Ch. 118, Zoning.
Downloaded from htips://ecode360.com/NOG086 on 2025-07-30
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Cuity of Norwalk, CT
§ 68-3 § 68-3

of activity. Examples include, but are not limited to:

A. A commercial, residential, industrial or public service property having boilers,
incinerators, elevators, automatic garage doors, air conditioners, laundry rooms, utility
provisions, or health and recreational facilities, or other similar devices or areas, either
in the interior or on the exterior of the building, which may be a source of elevated Sound
Levels seund-evels-at another category on the same distinct parcel of land; or

B. A building, which is both commercial (usually on the ground floor) and residential
property, located above, below or otherwise adjacent to.

NIGHTTIME HOURS — The hours between 8:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., Sunday evening through
Friday morning, Friday evening, 8:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. Saturday moming and Saturday
evening, 8:00 p.m. through 9:00 a.m. Sunday morning. Saturday Nighttime Hours wighttinehours
apply to state and federal holidays.

NOISE -—— Any Soundseusd, the intensity of which exceeds the standards set forth in § 68-5B or
C of this Chapterehapter, or is otherwise not in conformance with the provisions herein.

NOISE CONTROL ADMINISTRATOR — The Mayor, Chief of Police, and Director of the Board
of Health or Person(s) persenfs}-designated to oversee enforcement of this Chapterehapter, to
review and act upon applications for variances, and perform other duties specified herein.

NOISE DISTURBANCE — Any Sound seusd which unreasonably annoys, disturbs, injures or
endangers the comport, repose, health, peace or safety of a Personpersen, or which causes injury
or damage to property or business.

NOISE-SENSITIVE ZONE — Any area designated by the Norwalk Board of Health as a “Noise
Sensitive Zone” "reise—sensitive zene" where Noise neise problems are likely to occur or known
to exist. As a minimum requirement, said zone must include within its boundaries a school,
hospital, house of worship, day-care center, nursing home, public library, environmentally
sensitive areas, senior citizen center, residence or court.

PERSON — Any individual, firm, partnership, association, syndicate, company, trust, corporation,
municipality, agency or political or administrative subdivision of the state or other legal entity of
any kind.

PLAINLY AUDIBLE — Any Sound seund that can be detected by an investigator using his or her
unaided hearing faculties of normal acuity. As an example, if the sound source under investigation
is a portable or vehicular sound amplification or reproduction device, the detection of the rhythmic
bass component of the music is sufficient to verify Plainly Audible plainly-audible-Soundseund.
The investigator need not determine the title, specific words, or the artist performing the song.

PREMISES - Any buildings, structure, land, or portion thereof, including all appurtenances, and
shall include yards, lots, courts, inner yards and real properties without buildings or improvements
owned or controlled by a Personpersen. The emitter's Premises premises-includes contiguous
publicly dedicated street and highway rights-of-way, all road rights-of-way and waters of the state.

PROPERTY LINE — Either a} the vertical boundary that separates one parcel of property (i.c.,
lot and block) from another residential or commercial property; b) the vertical and horizontal
boundaries of a dwelling unit that is part of a Multi-Dwelling-Unit Buildingmuli-
dwelling-unit-building; or c) on a multi- use property as defined herein, the vertical or horizontal
boundaries between the two portions of the property on which different categories of activity
are being performed (e.g., if the multi-

Downloaded from https://ecode360 com/NOO086 on 2025-07-30
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City of Norwalk, CT
§ 68-3 § 68-3

use property 1s a building which is residential upstairs and commercial downstairs, then the real
Property Line property hne -would be the interface between the residential area and the
commercial area, or if there is an outdoor sound source such as an HVAC unit on the same parcel
of property, the boundary line is the exterior wall of the receiving unit). Note: This definition
shall not apply to a commercial source and a commercial receptor which are both located on the
same parcel of property (e.g., a strip mall).

PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY — Any street, avenue, boulevard, highway, sidewalk, alley, park,
waterway, railroad or similar place which is owned or controlled by a governmental entity.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE —— Any internal combustion-engine powered vehicle which is being
used for recreational purposes.

RESIDENTIAL USE — Any property used for human habitation, unless the habitation is a
condition of employment, including, but not limited to:

A. Private property used for human habitation,

B. Commercial living accommodations and commercial property used for human
habitation;

C. Recreational and entertainment property used for human habitation.

RESIDENTIAL ZONE — All City-owned property used for recreational or educational purposes
and all residential districts and any commercial district when used for residential purposes, as
defined in the Zoning Regulations of the City of Norwalk,® and all uses permitted therewith either
as a right or as a special use.

SITE WORK —— Any activities involving the use of heavy equipment, including but not limited to
hydraulic point breaking of rock, pavement breaking (jack hammering), pile driving, excavation,
activities related to the processing of earth and rock, such as screening, splitting and crushing,
removal of matenals and filling.

SOUND A transmission of energy through solid, liquid or gaseous media in the form of
vibrations which constitute alterations in pressure or position of the particles in the medium and
which, in air, evoke physiological sensations, including, but not limited to, an auditory response
when impinging on the ear.

SOUND LEVEL — The Sound Pressure Level seund-pressurelevel-in Decibels deecibels-as

measured with a Sound Level Meter seund-tevel-meterusing the A-weighting network. The level
so read is designed "dB(A)" or "dBA."

SOUND LEVEL METER — An instrument used to take Sound Level seund-level- measurements
and which should conform, as a minimum, to the American National Standards Institute
Specifications for Sound Level Meters, S1.4-1984 (or subsequent revisions).

SOUND LEVEL METER CALIBRATOR — An instrument used to conduct field calibration
checks of a Sound Level Meterseundtevel-meter, and which should conform, as a minimum, to
the American National Standards Institute Specifications and Verification Procedures for Sound
Calibrator, 51.40-2006 {or subsequent revisions).

SOUND PRESSURE LEVEL — Twenty times the logarithm to the base 10 of the ratio of the

2. Editor's Note: See Ch. 118, Zoning.
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City of Norwalk, CT
§ 68-4 § 68-5

pressure of a Sound seund-to the reference pressure of 20 micronewtons per square meter (20 X
10 - 6 Newtons/meter’), and is expressed in deeibels-Decibels (dB).

SOUND-PRODUCTION DEVICE — Any device whose primary function is the production of
Soundseund, including, but not limited to, any musical instrument, loudspeaker, radio, television,
digital or analog music player, public address system or sound-amplifying equipment.

TOTAL SOUND LEVEL — The measured level which represents the sum of Sound seund-from
the source or sources under investigation for violation of this code and the Ambient Sound ambient
seund-sources, excluding any Extraneous Soundextraneeus seund, when measured on the property
of an Affected Person affeeted persen-or at another specified location.

§ 68-4. Sound Level level measurement procedures; calculation of Corrected Source Sound
Levelearrected source sound level,

For the purpose of determining Sound Level seund level-as set forth in this Chapterehapter, the
following guidelines shall be applicable:

A. All personnel conducting Sound seund measurements shall be trained in the current techniques
and principles of Sound seund measuring equipment and instrumentation.

B. Sound Level level Meters metersand-ealibratersused to conduct measurements shall conform
to the definitions of this Chapterehapter.

by aRvHacturer or &l 4
' ! o ' ican-Association for Laboratory
qe&edﬂaﬂem—er—the—Nﬁmﬁai—Hmmﬁe-m Haﬁdard{-. aid Fechnology,

B-C. The general steps listed below shall be followed when conducting Sound [evel measurements:

(1) The Sound Level Meter manufacturer’s specific instructions for the preparation and use
of the instrument shall be followed when taking Noise and Decibel level measurements.

{2) The Sound Level Meter shall be calibrated before and after each set of measurements.

(3) When measurements are taken out of doors, a windscreen shall be ptaced over the
microphone of the Sound Level Meter, as per the manufacturer’s instructions.

(4) Sound Level measurements shall be taken at a point that is located at least 1 foot within
the Property Line of the Affected Person.

(3}5)  When conducting indoor Sound Level measurements, the measurements shall be
taken at least 3 feet from any wall, floor, door, window or ceiling.

D.  Sound Level Meter ineasurcments are not necessary when Noise generated by a loud
amplification device, will be in violation of this Chapter, if it is Plainly Audible when it can
be heard at a distance of 100 feet from its source.

A beld-eabibratoneheck of the sound level meter shall be conducted belore-and alter
sachsetofmeasurements. H the meter dnh« by more ih.zm Q%MHM%
all measurements taken sine T ‘ .

B+ VWhenmeasurements are taken out of deoors, a wind sereen «Imtl—#w—pi&bed—ewr—me

mierophone of the souwnd level meterasperthemanutaet
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measurements shall not be conductedwhenthewind speed-exceeds-1 2-miles-perhour,
Measurements- may be taken in a locatton where the microphone 15 shielded from excess
wind-speeds:

{4} The sound level mneter shall be placed atan-angleto the sound source as spectiied by the
miapuircturer's istructions and al least four feet above the ground. 1 shall be so placed
asRetto-berterlered with By dndividuals conducting the measurements,

(5} Uindess otherwise specified i this chapier, sound level measurements or observations
%HW&MWM#MMW a&&nyhea&enﬁ#

order to continn the wentity of the source, and 0 select swtable locations for the
mredstrement of the tetl seond Jevel amd the wrabient sonad Jevel
{7} Total sound level measurements shall be conducted at or within the property lines of the

attected peron urtesothepwise specified in-this-chapter- The-lecation-of -outdoor
measufemeﬂts—at—the—drberehwm meeﬂ-g&&w—m&sﬁeppes%lee&ﬁeﬁw

MM&&&%&%&MM@MMMM a&d-al-l—seund
sources within ithe dwelling uimt must be shut oft (e.g.| television. sterec). Measuremernts

shathnerbetukenareswhich receive only casual use such as hallways, closels-and
bathrooms:

(s WWM&M*%&W&H&W

mmmmmmmmmm J-l.-h{-le-t-h&-saufaeu-nd-a{-"
m&hg&he&—tﬁ—net—epeﬁa&ngrﬁseuﬂé #amiheaweeuﬂd&mﬁg&&me&m&t

me&&wem&n&-mken at a ee-mpﬂf&bk—me—(—whiﬁh—melﬂdes—btﬂ—m—mm
comparable physical locations and time of day} in the nearby area. The cheice of an
ahem&tﬂae&%ﬂme—fe%emmmmmmm

eemp&sed- wmmmmmmmmm
sound level measurements were conducted, with traffic patterns relatively the same. The
mﬁ%—m&eﬁeadﬂag—shaﬂbemédwmg the periods-of-observation-excluding
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L. The vorrected source sound- tevelshul-becalenlted by subtracting the smbientsound level
Takle 1
O urreciion for Sombient sound §evels
dB)

bifference between lotal Sound Level  Correction Factor to be Subtracted from
and Ambieat Sound Level(TSL-ASTIHin  Total Sound bevelto Caleulate Correeted

1 foeeh

Procedure for Lsing Table |

Step $onubiroact Hrectrbient seamd deeah S e totad sownd Jevel,

Step-2-Refer-to-Table 1-to-determine the correction-factorforthe difference caleulated in-
Step 1

Step 31 Subtract the correction tactor from thetottbsounddevel the resultant rrmber b5
the corrected source sound level:

tr No oviolation shidl be based upon amy exceedanes that b the rosult of pumereal
rostchinng.

(23 A ‘ri{ﬂ-ﬂﬂeﬁﬁimﬂ only hae&nﬁﬂmdﬂlﬁ*&eaﬁeeled—w&me—%ﬁd—ieveH*eeeéQ—bﬂﬁﬁhe

§ 68-5. Sound Level level limits.

A. No Person persen-shall, except as provided in this Chapter, operate or cause to be operated any
source of Sound seund-from any use occupancy in such a manner as to create a Sound Level
seund-levelwhich exceeds the limits set forth in the use occupancy category in Table 12, when
measured at or within the Property Line property lineof the receiving property.

(1) Continuous SoundCeatnueus—seund. The limit in Table 12 may not be exceeded by
incidents representing the normal, usual operatlon of the sound source; d-&Hﬂg—ﬂ-ij—l-h'Fee

orthore-sarpling intervals, the duratien of :
any aene-hour period. H%mmwmmmm
b2 anrities Hie reguitrersent fof o Srnirant of three sreasarentents shall be waived.
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Table 12
Maximum Permissible Sound Level Limits by Receiving Land Use [dB(A)]
Residential Commercial 24
Residential' Daytime Nighttime hours Industrial 24 hours

Outdoors

55 45 63 70
Indoors™

45 35 55 60

NOTES:

Htherestdental-receptor 15 witlun a cominercial or industiind zone. or within
200 feet of such a rone, the ﬁenﬂw-rs«hi«e sound-level hmﬁa—m#&b%e%—&i:e

increased by 3dB(A

4 Indoor measurements shall only be taken if the sound source is on or within the
same property as the receiving property, as in the case of a Multi-Dwelling-Unit
Building rautt-dweHing—unit-butding-or a Multi-Use Property mutti-use-propesty
(e.g., Sound seund-generated within a commercial unit of a Multi-Use Property
nriti-use-preperty-building and received within a residential unit of the same
building). In addition, indoor measurements shall be taken if the Property Line
property line between the receiving property and the source property is a
common wall, floor or ceiling.

(2) Impulsive Soundseund.

—MNepersonshalbmakie, cause, allow or permit the operation of any impulsive source
ed-sorgtnd which has a maxinuis ﬂﬂ’d!-’cd leveld i H-exeess ol HG dBA- wlwn—me&&ufeé

al or within the mai

Hﬂp'tﬂ‘f!"r&'ﬁ. e = ial
- —the levels set forth
H—Hble—?—‘rh&u—&ﬁpiy—
b¥a) During the Daytime, a measurement of Impulsive Sound shall not exceed

60dBA. During Nighttime, a measurement of [mpulsive Sound shall not exceed the
tevels set forth in Table 1. B ﬁwaaummenﬁ n-f m&;nﬂ«avﬁ soditd - are—eonducted
tndonrs ﬁHF‘?rtiﬂﬂi tiy- _‘ At h+=u+w iFan
it ve sonifeb s the ey Hay s

CHILHTS FEOTE lmﬁ;uﬂﬁilv t»l!mn !mif thrtes 1ty b, the l-eveia st -Eimh—H—I-&ble—E—-rhaH—&per}-

(3) Commercial establishments serving alcohol or food, espresenting live or recorded
musical performances or utilizing Sound-Production Devices shall also comply with
the tevels set forth in Table 1.

ta)  Meotwithetanding a
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HA—There shall be no  sound-producton deviee on—the —extenor of the
estabhshmentorthstde-the establishiment st o distance o essthan Hdeetto-
an-open-door-or window-tewards-which-itis-eriented without-a permit.

2 —Seunrd-preduction devives h commercial estabhshments shalbnotexceed-any
ef-the permissible sound level Himitssetdorthin Table 3 belows

%ﬁea—t&r—et—rhe—bmld-l-ngﬂ-r the property hne dichever - fher
From the source. On Washington Street-thiisat the approximate
curbline {where there fﬁ«tmree{—pamﬂel—paﬂaﬂg}—

At regard o WSDD onbe-

B. Exclusions. These levels shall not apply to Noise reise-emitted by or related to:
(1) Natural phenomena.

(2) Any bell or chime from any building clock, school or church.

(3) Any siren, whistle or bell lawfully used by Emergency Vehicles emergeney-—vehicles
or any other alarm systems used in an Emergency emergeney-situation.

(4) Warning devices required by OSHA or other state or federal safety regulations. This
exclusion includes backup alarms so long as they are self-adjusting to Ambient
Sound Levelsambiept-sound levels.
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{5) Noise created as a result of or relating to an Emergencyemergeney,

(6) Agncultural activities, when all internal combustion engines are equipped with a
properly functioning Mufflermuffler.

C. Restricted uses and activities. The following shall be exempt from this Chapterehapter, and
these regulations are subject to special conditions as spelled out and to the general
prohibition of
§ 68-6:

(1) Excluding Emerpency Workemergeney—werk, power tools, home maintenance tools,
landscaping and/or yard maintenance equipment used by a residential property owner or
tenant shall not be operated between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m., unless such
activities can meet the applicable limits set forth in Table 12. At all other times, the limits
set forth in Table 12 do not apply to noncommercial or nonindustrial power tools used
for landscaping maintenance. All motorized equipment used in these activities shall be
operated with a Muffler suffler-and/or sound-reduction device.

(2) Excluding Emergency Workemergeney—werk, power tools, landscaping and/or yard
maintenance equipment used by nonresidential operators (e.g., commercial operators)
shall not be operated on residential, commercial or industrial property between the
hours of 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. on weekdays, or between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 9:00
a.m. on weekend or state or federal holidays, unless such activities can meet the limits set forth
in Tables 12-and-3. At all other times, Tables 12 and-3-do not apply. All motorized equipment
used in these activities shall be operated with a Muffler suéfler-and/or sound- reduction device.

(3) Self-contained, portable, nonvehicular music or sound-production devices shall not be
operated on a public space or Public Right-Of-Way publie-right-ofway-in such a manner
as to be Plainly Audible plainly audible-at a distance of 50 feet in any direction from the
operator during Daytime Hoursbetweenthe hoursof £:00-am—and 10:00-pm. During
Nighttime Hours, Betweenthe hours-of 10:00-p-—and-8:00-a-m—Soundseund, operated

on a public space or Public Right-Of-Waypublie right-ef-way, from such equipment
shall not be Plainly Audible plainly-audible at a distance of 25 feet in any direction from
the operator.

4) Noise from snow removal equipment at any time shall be exempted provided that such
notse-discharged from exhausts shall be adequately muffled to prevent loud atld;dr
explosive Noises nsises-therefrom.

{5) Noise created by any aircraft flight operations which are specifically preempted by the
Federal Aviation Administration.

(6) Noise created by any recreational activities which are permitted by law and for which a
license or permit has been granted by the City, including, but not limited to, parades,
sporting events, concerts and firework displays.

(7) Noise created by refuse and solid waste collection, provided that the activity is conducted
during Daytime Hours daytime houss.
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(8) Noise created by the normal and ordinary activities of the Department of Public Works
or any taxing district utility, including but not limited to the following: street sweeping,
snow and ice control, maintenance of the sanitary sewer collection system, maintenance
of storm drainage systems, solid waste collection and disposal, maintenance of traffic
control devices and operation of off-street parking facilities.

(9) Noise created by public school Constructioneenstruction.

(10) Notwithstanding the Sound Level sound tevel-limits found in Table 12, the permissible
Sound Level seund-tevellimit for residential HVAC equipment during Nighttime Hours

between-the-hours-of 410:00-pan—and 7:00-a+m-—shall be 50 dBA when measured as
specified in § 68-4CD{61.

(11) All intertor and exterior burglar alarms of a building or Motor Vehicle meterehiele-must
be activated in such a manner that the burglar alarm terminates its operation within five
minutes for continuous airborne Sound sewnd-and 15 minutes for intermittent Sound
seund-after it has been activated. At all other times the limits set forth in Table 12 do not

apply.

(12) The operation of a standby or portable generator is exempt from the limits in this Chapter
chapter when there is a power outage affecting the subject property. The regular testing/
exercising of a generator must be conducted on weekdays (Monday through Friday)
during Daytime Hours daytime hours-and for the minimum duration suggested by the
manufacturer. During such testing the Sound Level sound level-limit shall be 60 70-dBA
at the Property Line property hine-of any Affected Personatfeeted-person. The permissible
limits in § 68-5A apply to the operation of generators tested outside of the prescribed
hours or operated when there is no power outage affecting the subject property. No
Person persen-shall at any time operate a generator during Nighttime Hours nighttime
heurs-in a Residential Zone residential zene unless there is a power outage affecting the
subject property. Generators used on a permitted Construction Site eonstruetionsite-may
not exceed 60 65-dBA at the Property Line preperty-tne-of any Affected Person during
Daytime Hoursatfeeted-persen. Unless a permit or variance is obtained, a generator shall
not be used on a Construction Site during Nighttime Hours.

t+2) This does not apply to a power outage from loss of power resulting from nonpayment
to the applicable utility.

§ 68-6. Prohibited activities.

A. General prohibition. It shall be unlawful for any Person persen-to make, continue or
cause to be made or continued any loud, unnecessary and unreasonable Noisereise.

B. The following activities are prohibited:

(1) Vehicle horns. No Person persesn shall at any time Sound seund-any horn or audible signal
device of a Motor Vehicle meter vehiele-unless it is necessary as a warning to prevent or
avoid a traffic accident.

(2) Emissions from stationary or idling mobile sources. No mobile source engine shall be
allowed to operate for more than three consecutive minutes when the mobile source is
not in motion except as follows:
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{(a) When a mobile source is forced to remain motionless because of traffic conditions
or mechanical difficulties over which the operator has no control;

(b) When it is necessary to operate heating, cooling or auxiliary equipment installed on
the mobile source when such equipment is necessary to accomplish the intended use
of the mobile source;

(¢) To bring the mobile source to the manufacturer's recommended operating
temperature;

(d) When the outdoor temperature is below 20°F;
(e) When the mobile source is being repaired.

(3) Exhaust discharge. No Person perses-shall discharge into the ambient air the blow-down
of any steam vent of the exhaust of any stationary internal combustion engine or air
compressor equipment, unless such discharge is through a Muffler muffler as-defined-by
$-68-3-of this-chapter-or through an apparatus providing equal Noise neise reduction and
that meet Noise neise-level requirements identified in § 68-5B.

(4) Construction. No Person persen—shall at any time operate Construction Equipment
eenstruction-equipment-on the Construction eonstruetion-or demolition site or carry on
any Construction eeastreetion-or Demolition demmelition-during Nighttime Hoursnighttime
heurs, except in an Emergency esergeney-in the interest of public safety and then only
with a permit from the Director of Health or his/her designee and subject to all other
applicable rules and regulations provided by state and local law, and said permit may

not exceed a period of three days.

(5) Blasting. No Person persesn-shall at any time carry on blasting between the hours of 5:00
p.m. and 8:00 a.m. except in an Emergency emergeney-in the interest of public safety and
then only with a permit from the Director of Health or his/her designee and subject to all
other applicable rules and regulations provided by state and local law, and the permit may
not exceed a period of three days.

(6) Site Work wesk-or Construction eenstruetion-or Demolition demelitton-activities.

(a) After the appropriate permits have been obtained, Site Work site—werk—or
Construction eenstruetion-and Demolition demelition-activities utilizing Construction
Egquipment eenstrucHonr-equipment-on a Construction eehstraetien-or demolition site
in a Residential Zone residential-zene-or Noise-Sensitive Zone neise-sensitive zone
shall be limited to the weekdays, Monday through Friday, other than state or federal
holidays, from 8:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. During the permitted hours, such activities are exempt from the
limits in § 68-5A.

(b) After the appropriate permits have been obtained, Site Work site—wesk—or
Construction eonstraetion-and Demolition demelitien-activities utilizing Construction
Equipment eenstructon-eguipment-on a Construction eeastraetion-or demolition site
in a Commercial Zone eemmereial zone-or Industrial Zone industrial-zene-shall be
limited to weekdays, Monday through Friday, other than state or federal holidays,
from 8:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and on Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. During the
permitted hours, such activities are exempt from the limits in § 68-5A.
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(c) All motorized equipment used in Construction eenstruetion—and Demolition
demolitien-activity shall be operated with a properly functioning Mufflermuttler.
The exemptions in this provision shall not apply to sound-production devices (e.g.,
radios) used at a Construction Siteeanstruction site.

(7) Leaf blowers. No Person persesi-shall at any time operate a leaf blower during Nighitime
Hours nighttirre-howrs-in a Residential Zoneresidential-zene.

(8) Nighttime in-house Constructioneesnstraetion. No Person perses-shall carry on nighttime
in-house Construction_eenstruetion—unless that Construction eenstruetion-activity takes

place solely within the structure and emits no Sound seund-or Noise neise-outside of the
structure.

(9) Igniting fireworks after 10:00 p.m. except by the City of Norwalk, or its designee, for
the Independence Day celebration. Special permits must be obtained to ignite fireworks
in the City of Norwalk.

aoy-

§ 68-7. Motor Vehicles vehielesand Recreational Vehicles.

A. All Motor Vehicles meter-vehieles-and Recreational Vehicles operated within the limits of the
City of Norwalk shall be subject to the Noise neise standards and Decibel deeibel-levels set
forth in the regulations authorized in Sections 14-80a-1a through 14-80a-10a, inclusive,
of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies, as amended from time to time.

B. No Sound amplifying devices or equipment on or within a Motor Vehicle, or a Recreational
Vehicle, shall emit Noise in excess of the Decibel levels as specified in this Chapter.

C—Personalor commeretalvehieular musicamplification-orrepreduction-equipment shall rot
be-operatedh-such-a manner that it is plamnly audible at distance of 25 feet 1 any direction
tromt the operator betwees the howrs of 10:00 p.m. and %:00 am.

- ' te ' Hieation-or-reproduction equipiment shall not
be—epem%ad—m—bmh a manner that is anmty audible at & distance of 30 teet 1 any direction
from the operator between the hours of 2:00 asm. and 10008 p.m.

E-C. This section dealing with Motor Velucle meter vehiele Noise noise shall be enforced by the Noise
Control Administrator.

§ 68-8. Reereationnl vehieles:Loudspeakersleundspeakers; sound-reproduction systems.

A—Ne-person shall create or cause to be created any vrreasonably loud or disturbing noise due
te the ﬂﬁ-&'{ﬂ{{-ﬁﬂ ﬂ-i @ reufeaﬂﬂﬂai wvelucle. A m«e—bhall be&eemMe—uﬁfeaaaa&b@—leud

A. Operating, playing or permitting the operation or playing of any loudspeaker, sound-
reproduction system, radio. television, phonograph or similar device which reproduces or
amplifies Sounds in such a manner as to create a Noise Disturbance is prohibited. No Noise shall
be emitted in excess of the Decibel levels as specified in this Chapter.

B. The Norwalk Board of Health may designate Noise-Sensitive Zones where noise problems are
particularly likely to occur and likely to cause unusual problems. Loudspeakers and public
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address systems may be prohibited in such Noise-Sensitive Zones by the Norwalk Board of
Health.

B—TM%%B@&W&FH%W&&MW% whema&r&epfebl-elﬂs—&m
partiewlarly hikely to-oeeurandlilcely

3)C. _The intensity-of the-ambient neise.

T o c . i T s ]

(3} I‘he-ﬁmem‘daywm-gla{heﬁa%s&%%

WWMHMWWMWMW

§ 68-9. Inspections.

A. For the purpose of determining compliance with the provisions of this Chapterehapter, the
Noise Control Administrator is hereby authorized to make inspections of all Noise reise
sources and to take measurements and make tests whenever necessary to determine the
quantity and character of Noiseneise.

u—mfemﬁmmmmmummmmmm
E&mgﬁn&ﬁydevmefdﬁm

ng—thﬂmmm&%wﬁng—émw%d%wefdﬂm&fwm&wﬁe&ﬁfﬁu&h
testing-exeept-that-upen-shewing-that the inspection would produce a noticeable-interruption
of-services-that would catse discomtor! to employees-oF cuastomersof Fegtire & hutlding
engineer or other professional 10 workwith-the-equipment, sueh authorzed empleyee shall
eu hiedile Hre tnpoction For o Hde crdboufioit Fire,

€:B. In the event that any Person perses-refuses or restricts entry and free access to any part of a
Premises premises-or refuses inspection, testing or Noise reise-measurement of any activity,
device, facility or process where inspection is sought, the Noise Control Administrator may
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seek from the appropriate court a warrant without interference, restriction or obstruction, at a
reasonable time, for the purpose of inspecting, testing or measuring Noiseneise,

B:C.It shall be unlawful for any Person perses-to refuse to allow or permit the Noise Control
Administrator free access to any Premises premises-when the Noise Control Administrator is
acting in compliance with a warrant for inspection and order issued by the appropriate court.

E:D. It shall be unlawful for any Person persen-to violate the provisions of any warrant or court
order requiring inspection, testing or measurement of Noise peise-sources.

E:E. No Person persesn-shall hinder, obstruct, delay, resist, prevent in any way, interfere or attempt
to interfere with any authorized Person perses-while in the performance of his/her duties under

this Chapterehapter.

§ 68-10. Penalties for offenses.

Any Person in violation of any of the provisions of this Chapter shali be fined in the amount of $50 for
their first violation; $100 for a second violation occurring within 30 days of their first violation; and
$250 for each violation thereafter. Each day such violation continues shall constitute a separate
oftense. The Noise Control Administrator are authorized to issue violations of this Chapter.

s for vielations of this

Newve-Control- Administratorhay 1550e @ cHation of stinmons, instiiute an achen Hha-court
etcompetentiurisdiciion for inpunetiverebiedorany of ab-of themteprohibit and prevem
sueh-violation of violations—iawhichevent the mattes shalt proceed-as a sumimary matterip
a court ol competent jurieieton.

H—ARy-persor-vietatagany provision of tns article may be pumished as follows:

{a}  FirstotienserbLponthenitalviolation, written warning notice thatavielation has
ecewrred shat-bedssued: No fine shall be bmposed for the-dnitiabviolation

thy %&méﬂﬁeﬂﬁe—hy—a—hneﬁ%ﬂl-ﬁe-
teb—Hhird offense and 5

(2r—Each-day that-a-violation exists shall constitute aseparateviolationof this-chapter. Ne-
mrore-than one fine shatl betmposed-t-one teenty—tourhoor pertod:

D—Theﬂﬂhe—{leﬁwel—kdmmm-rm shall classify *H—’Hﬂi&tl-ﬁﬂ

{1} The violation is nottheresuh-ob ik reckless orgrossly negligent conduct efthe
viohttor: oF
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p@H-BEI—O-f-l-l-FHé ot to exceed 180 days, mummwm
m#mmm&mmémmmmﬁmm

Fidf-the violation 15 deemed to be minor, the Neoise Control Administrator shallnotify the
’H-B-l-ﬂl-&r ahai #h@’ﬁh&ﬂe}mmm%e—permd—e#nﬁw—spe&ﬁedﬂﬂ%w

G,
H—l—f—dtmﬂg—the—gmepeﬁwd mmﬂmmmmmmmm

ﬂ%m&mem—dﬁ&miem—ﬁhe—vmhhﬁn—m—mehﬁﬁ-ﬁed—&&majm &HEI- +he P~+9+5&-(_9ﬂ+1=&1
Adwministrator may seek injunctive relief andior a fine for a violation of this chapterH the
mammmmwmmmmmmemﬁm

Nﬂiﬁﬂ-@&ﬂ%ﬁ&kﬂ-ﬂﬁﬁmﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁh&uﬁe&ﬁf{h&m that hesshe will not be allowed a-perod
B-f{-HHB{-B-ﬁ‘ﬂ-FfE'E{- &aﬂelaaanbe#m&pendﬁr Hﬁ&&g:h-l- &nd—lhat—he»shemay-be—hable—f&r—a
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§ 68-11. Variances; promulgation of regulations; contracts.
A. Variances.

(1) Any Person persen-living or doing business in Norwalk may apply to the Director of
Health for a variance from one or more of the provisions of the Chapterehapter, which
are more stringent than the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection
regulations for the control of Noiseneise, provided that the applicant supplies all of the
following information to the Director of Health:

(a) Location and nature of activity.
(b) The time period and hours of operation of said activity.
{c} The nature and intensity of the Noise neise that will be generated.

e}(d) Demonstration of public benefit.

thH(e) Any other information required by the Director of Health.
(2) No variance from these regulations shall be issued unless it has been demonstrated that:

{a) The proposed activity will not violate any provisions of the Connecticut
Department of Environmental Protection regulations.

{b) The Noise neise-levels generated by the proposed activity will not constitute a
danger to the public health.

(c) Compliance with the regulations constitutes an unreasonable hardship on the
applicant.
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(3) Following receipt and review of an application for a variance, the Director of Health
shall fix a date, time and location for a hearing on such application.

(4) The Director of Health shall cause the applicant to publish at his/her own expense all
notices of hearings and other notices required by law, including, but not limited to,
notification of all abutters of record and property owners within 200 feet.

(5) Within 65 days of the receipt of the record of the hearings on a variance application, the
Director of Health shall issue his/her determination regarding such application. All such
decisions shall briefly set forth the reasons for the decision.

(6) The Director of Health may, at his/her discretion, limit the duration of any variance
granted under this Chapterehapter. Any Person perser-holding a variance and needing an
extension of time may apply for a new variance under the provisions of this
Chapterehapter. Any such application shall include a certification of compliance with any
condition imposed under the proposed variance.

(7) The Director of Health may attach to any variance any reasonable conditions he/she
deems necessary and desirable, including, but not limited to:

(a) Requirements for the best practical Noise neise control measures to be taken by the
owner or operator of the source to minimize Noise reise-during the period of the
variance.

(b) Requirements for periodic reports submitted by the applicant relating to Noiseneise,
to compliance with any other conditions under which the variance was granted or
to any other information the Director of Health deems necessary.

(8) The filing of an application for a variance shall operate as a stay of prosecution, except
that such stay may be terminated by the Director of Health upon application of any party
if the Director of Health finds that protection of the public health so requires.

(9) In any case where a Person persen-seeking a variance contends that compliance with any
provision of these regulations is not practical or possible because of the cost involved
either in installing Noise reise-control equipment or changing or curtailing the operation
in any manner, he/she shall make available to the Director of Health such financial
records as the Director of Health may require.

(10) A variance may include a compliance schedule and requirements for periodic reporting
of increments of achievement of compliance,

(11) Failure to rule on the application in the designated time shall constitute approval of the
variance.

B. Any Person persen-aggrieved by the decision of the Director of Health with respect to any
variance may appeal to the Common Council within a period of 10 days of the reception of
the Health Director’s decision.

C. The Director of Health is herewith authorized to recommend regulations from time to time
not inconsistent with the State Public Health Code and/or the regulations of the State
Department of Environmental Protection regarding Noise neise-which shall, upon approval
by the Common Council and State of Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection,
become effective therewith.
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D. Contracts. Any written agreement, purchase order or contract whereby the City of Norwalk
is committed to an expenditure of funds in return for work, labor, services, supplies,
equipment, materials, or any combination thereof, shall not be entered into unless such
agreement, purchase order or instrument contains provisions that any equipment or activities
which are subject to the provisions of this Chapter bhrﬂ-}{-Ef—Wi“ be operated constructed,

§ 68-12. Severability.

If any clause, sentence, paragraph or part of this Chapterekapter, or the application thereof to any
Personperses, firm, corporation or circumstances, shall for any reason be adjudged by a court of
competent junisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, said judgment shall not affect, impair or
invalidate the remainder of this Chapter ehapter-and the application of such provision to other
Personspersens, firms, corporation or circumstances, but shall be confined in its operation to
the clause, paragraph or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which said judgment
shall have been rendered and to the Personpersen, firm, corporation or circumstances involved. [t
is hereby declared to be the legislative intent of this body that this Chapter ehapter-would have
been adopted had such invalid provisions not been included.

§ 68-13. Conflict with other regulations.

In the event that provisions or standards of this Chapter ehapteror adopted under this Chapter ehaptes
shall conflict with regulations or standards set by the State of Connecticut Department of
Environmental Protection, the mere-strietstricter standard shall apply.

All provisions of the zoning regulations of the City which are more stringent than those as set forth
in this Chapter shall remain in full force and effect and shall prevail over inconsistent provisions
in this Chapter.

§ 68-14. Word usage.

In construing this Chaplerehapter, masculine or neutral pronouns shall be substituted for those of
feminine form and vice versa, and the plural of the singular and the singular of the plural, shall be
substituted in any case which the context may require.

§ 68-15. When effective.

Any section of this Fhis-Chapter ehaptershall be-take effect effeetive-10 days following approval

of any amendment by the City’s Common Council by-the-Cenneeticut Departrent of Enerpgy-and
Enviremmental-Protection.’
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§ 68-1. Short title.

This Chapter shall be known as the "City of Norwalk Noise Control Ordinance."

§ 68-2. Purpose.

It is recognized that people have a right to and should be ensured an environment free from
excessive Sound and vibration that may jeopardize their health or safety or welfare or degrade the
quality of life. This Chapter is enacted to protect, preserve and promote the health, safety, welfare
and quality of life for the citizens of Norwalk through the reduction, control and prevention of
Noise .

§ 68-3. Definitions.

The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation and enforcement of this Chapter:

AFFECTED PERSON — Any Person who has lodged a Noise complaint with the Noise Control
Administrator that he/she is the receptor of Noise on property within the City, and said Affected
Person has an interest in the property as an owner, tenant, or employee.

AMBIENT SOUND — The Sound Level at a given location that exists as a result of the combined
contribution in that location of all Sound sources, excluding the contribution of the source or
sources under investigation for violation of this code and excluding the contribution of Extraneous
Sound sources. Ambient Sounds are differentiated from Extraneous Sounds by the fact that Ambient
Sounds are being emitted the majority of the time although they may not be continuous. Examples
of Ambient Sounds may include steady traffic of properly muffled vehicles, summer insects in the
distance, pedestrians talking, and adjacent commercial/industrial operations or mechanical
equipment.

COMMERCIAL ZONE — All commercial districts, business districts, as defined in the Zoning
Regulations of the City of Norwalk,' and all uses associated therewith, either permitted as a right
or as a special use.

COMMON COUNCIL — The Common Council of the City of Norwalk.

CONSTRUCTION — Any site preparation, assembly, erection, substantial repair, alteration or
similar action, for or of public or private rights-of-way, structures, utilities or similar property.

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT — Any equipment or device operated by fuel pneumatically or
electric power used in Construction or Demolition work.

CONSTRUCTION SITE - Site where Construction or Demolition takes place.

CONTINUOUS SOUND — Sound with a duration of one second or longer measured by the slow
response of a Sound Level Meter. Impulsive Sounds that are rapidly repetitive and have a
cumulative duration of one second or longer shall be measured as Continuous Sound.

CORRECTED SOURCE SOUND LEVEL — The Sound Level attributable to the source or
sources under investigation, which is calculated by subtracting the measured Ambient Sound Level
from the measured total Sound Level.
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DAYTIME HOURS — The hours between 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, the
hours between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Saturday and the hours 9:00 a.m. through 8:00 p.m. on
Sundays and federal and state holidays.

DECIBEL — The practical unit of measurement for Sound Pressure Level (SPL); the number of
Decibels of a measured sound is equal to 20 times the logarithm to the base 10 of the ratio of the
Sound pressure of a reference Sound (20 micropascals) abbreviated "dB."

DEMOLITION Any dismantling, intentional destruction or removal of structures, utilities,
public or private right-of-way surfaces or similar property.

DIRECTOR OF HEALTH —— The Health Director of the City of Norwalk.

DOMESTIC POWER EQUIPMENT — Not limited to, power saws, drills, grinders, lawn and
garden tools and other domestic power equipment intended for use in residential areas by a
homeowner.

EMERGENCY -— Any occurrence or set of circumstances involving actual or imminent physical
trauma or property damage which demands immediate action.

EMERGENCY VEHICLE — Any Motor Vehicle authorized by the City of Norwalk to have Sound
warning devices, such as sirens and bells, which can lawfully be used when responding to an
Emergency.

EMERGENCY WORK — Work made necessary at the site of an Emergency to restore property
to a safe condition following an Emergency, or work required to protect Persons or property from
exposure to imminent danger.

EXTRANEOUS SOUND — Any Sound that is intense and intermittent, and is neither Ambient
Sound nor Sound attributable to a source or sources under investigation for a violation of this code.
Such Sound includes but is not limited to sirens of Emergency Vehicles, unusually loud Motor
Vehicle exhaust or braking, people shouting or talking next to the meter, animal vocalizations,
aircraft or trains passing, car door slams, etc. When conducting compliance measurements, such
Extraneous Sound sources may be noted but their Sound Levels are excluded.

HEALTH BOARD - As defined in Chapter 57 in the City Code.IMPULSE SOUND — Sound of
short duration, usually less than one second, with an abrupt onset and rapid decay. Impulse Sound
may be measured with the Sound Level Meter response set to "fast" or "impulse.”

INDUSTRIAL ZONE — All industrial districts as defined by the Zoning Regulations of the City
of Norwalk.?

MOTOR VEHICLE — Per Section 14-1(59) of the Connecticut General Statutes, as amended.
MUFFLER — A device for abating Sounds, such as those produced by escaping gases.

MULTI-DWELLING-UNIT BUILDING — Any building comprising two or more dwelling units,
including, but not limited to, apartments, condominiums, co-ops, multiple-family houses,
townhouses, and attached residences.

MULTI-USE PROPERTY — Any distinct parcel of land that is used for more than one category

1. Editor's Note: See Ch. 118, Zoning.
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of activity. Examples include, but are not limited to:

A. A commercial, residential, industrial or public service property having boilers,
incinerators, elevators, automatic garage doors, air conditioners, laundry rooms, utility
provisions, or health and recreational facilities, or other similar devices or areas, either
in the interior or on the exterior of the building, which may be a source of elevated Sound
Levels at another category on the same distinct parcel of land; or

B. A building, which is both commercial (usually on the ground floor) and residential
property, located above, below or otherwise adjacent to.

NIGHTTIME HOURS — The hours between 8:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., Sunday evening through
Friday moming, Friday evening, 8:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m., Saturday morning and Saturday
evening, 8:00 p.m. through 9:00 a.m. Sunday moring. Saturday Nighttime Hours apply to state
and federal holidays.

NOISE — Any Sound, the intensity of which exceeds the standards set forth in § 68-5B or C of
this Chapter, or is otherwise not in conformance with the provisions herein.

NOISE CONTROL ADMINISTRATOR — The Mayor, Chief of Police, and Director of the Board
of Health or Person(s) designated to oversee enforcement of this Chapter, to review and act upon
applications for variances, and perform other duties specified herein.

NOISE DISTURBANCE -— Any Sound which unreasonably annoys, disturbs, injures or
endangers the comport, repose, health, peace or safety of a Person, or which causes injury or
damage to property or business.

NOISE-SENSITIVE ZONE -~ Any area designated by the Norwalk Board of Health as a “Noise
Sensitive Zone” where Noise problems are likely to occur or known to exist. As a minimum
requirement, said zone must include within its boundaries a school, hospital, house of worship,
day-care center, nursing home, public library, environmentally sensitive areas, senior citizen
center, residence or court.

PERSON — Any individual, firm, partnership, association, syndicate, company, trust, corporation,
municipality, agency or political or administrative subdivision of the state or other legal entity of
any kind.

PLAINLY AUDIBLE — Any Sound that can be detected by an investigator using his or her
unaided hearing faculties of normal acuity. As an example, if the sound source under investigation
is a portable or vehicular sound amplification or reproduction device, the detection of the rhythmic
bass component of the music is sufficient to verify Plainly Audible Sound. The investigator need
not determine the title, specific words, or the artist performing the song.

PREMISES — Any buildings, structure, land, or portion thereof, including all appurtenances, and
shall include yards, lots, courts, inner yards and real properties without buildings or improvements
owned or controlled by a Person. The emitter's Premises includes contiguous publicly dedicated
street and highway rights-of-way, all road rights-of-way and waters of the state.

PROPERTY LINE — Either a) the vertical boundary that separates one parcel of property (i.e.,
lot and block) from another residential or commercial property; b) the vertical and horizontal
boundaries of a dwelling unit that is part of a Multi-Dwelling-Unit Building; or ¢) on
a multi- use property as defined herein, the vertical or horizontal boundaries between the two
portions of the property on which different categories of activity are being performed (e.g., if
the multi-
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use property is a building which is residential upstairs and commercial downstairs, then the real
Property Line would be the interface between the residential area and the commercial area, or
if there is an outdoor sound source such as an HVAC unit on the same parcel of property, the
boundary line is the exterior wall of the receiving unit). Note: This definition shall not apply to
a commercial source and a commercial receptor which are both located on the same parcel of
property (e.g., a strip mall).

PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY — Any street, avenue, boulevard, highway, sidewalk, alley, park,
waterway, railroad or similar place which is owned or controlled by a governmental entity.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE — Any internal combustion-engine powered vehicle which is being
used for recreational purposes.

RESIDENTIAL USE — Any property used for human habitation, unless the habitation is a
condition of employment, including, but not limited to:

A. Private property used for human habitation;

B. Commercial living accommodations and commercial property used for human
habitation;

C. Recreational and entertainment property used for human habitation.

RESIDENTIAL ZONE — All City-owned property used for recreational or educational purposes
and all residential districts and any commercial district when used for residential purposes, as
defined in the Zoning Regulations of the City of Norwalk,’ and all uses permitted therewith either
as a right or as a special use.

SITE WORK —— Any activities involving the use of heavy equipment, including but not limited to
hydraulic point breaking of rock, pavement breaking (jack hammering), pile driving, excavation,
activities related to the processing of earth and rock, such as screening, splitting and crushing,
removal of materials and filling.

SOUND A transmission of energy through solid, liquid or gaseous media in the form of
vibrations which constitute alterations in pressure or position of the particles in the medium and
which, in air, evoke physiological sensations, including, but not limited to, an auditory response
when impinging on the ear.

SOUND LEVEL — The Sound Pressure Level in Decibels as measured with a Sound Level Meter
using the A-weighting network. The level so read is designed "dB(A)" or "dBA."

SOUND LEVEL METER — An instrument used to take Sound Level measurements and which
should conform, as a minimum, to the American National Standards Institute Specifications for
Sound Level Meters, S1.4-1984 (or subsequent revisions).

SOUND LEVEL METER CALIBRATOR — An instrument used to conduct field calibration
checks of a Sound Level Meter, and which should conform, as a minimum, to the American
National Standards Institute Specifications and Verification Procedures for Sound Calibrator,
S1.40-2006 (or subsequent revisions).

SOUND PRESSURE LEVEL — Twenty times the logarithm to the base 10 of the ratio of the

2. Editor's Note: See Ch. 118, Zoning.
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pressure of a Sound to the reference pressure of 20 micronewtons per square meter (20 X 10 -6
Newtons/meter’), and is expressed in Decibels (dB).

SOUND-PRODUCTION DEVICE — Any device whose primary function is the production of
Sound, including, but not limited to, any musical instrument, loudspeaker, radio, television, digital
or analog music player, public address system or sound-amplifying equipment.

TOTAL SOUND LEVEL — The measured level which represents the sum of Sound from the
source or sources under investigation for violation of this code and the Ambient Sound sources,
excluding any Extraneous Sound, when measured on the property of an Affected Person or at
another specified location.

§ 68-4. Sound Level measurement procedures; calculation of Corrected Source Sound Level.

For the purpose of determining Sound Level as set forth in this Chapter, the following guidelines
shall be applicable:

A. All personnel conducting Sound measurements shall be trained in the current techniques and
principles of Sound measuring equipment and instrumentation.

B. Sound Level Meters used to conduct measurements shall conform to the definitions of this
Chapter.

C. The general steps listed below shall be followed when conducting Sound Level measurements:

(1) The Sound Level Meter manufacturer’s specific instructions for the preparation and use
of the instrument shall be followed when taking Noise and Decibel level measurements.

(2) The Sound Level Meter shall be calibrated before and after each set of measurements.

(3) When measurements are taken out of doors, a windscreen shall be placed over the
microphone of the Sound Level Meter, as per the manufacturer’s instructions.

(4) Sound Level measurements shall be taken at a point that is located at least 1 foot within
the Property Line of the Affected Person.

(5) When conducting indoor Sound Level measurements, the measurements shall be taken at
least 3 feet from any wall, floor, door, window or ceiling.

D. Sound Level Meter measurements are not necessary when Noise generated by a loud
amplification device, will be in violation of this Chapter, if it is Plainly Audible when it can
be heard at a distance of 100 feet from its source.

§ 68-5. Sound Level limits.

A. No Person shall, except as provided in this Chapter, operate or cause to be operated any source
of Sound from any use occupancy in such a manner as to create a Sound Level which exceeds
the limits set forth in the use occupancy category in Table 1, when measured at or within the
Property Line of the receiving property.

(1) Continuous Sound. The limit in Table I may not be exceeded by incidents representing
the normal, usual operation of the sound source.
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Table 1
Maximum Permissible Sound Level Limits by Receiving Land Use [dB(A)]
Residential Commercial 24
Residential Daytime Nighttime hours Industrial 24 hours

Outdoors

55 45 63 70
Indoors'

45 35 55 60

NOTES:

: Indoor measurements shall only be taken if the sound source is on or within the
same property as the receiving property, as in the case of a Multi-Dwelling-Unit
Building or a Multi-Use Property {e.g., Sound generated within a commercial unit
of a Multi-Use Property building and received within a residential unit of the same
building). In addition, indoor measurements shall be taken if the Property Line
between the receiving property and the source property is a common wall, floor
or ceiling.

(2) Impulsive Sound.

(a) During the Daytime, a measurement of Impulsive Sound shall not exceed 60dBA.
During Nighttime, a measurement of Impulsive Sound shall not exceed the levels set
forth in Table 1.

(3) Commercial establishments serving alcohol or food, presenting live or recorded
musical performances or utilizing Sound-Production Devices shall also comply with
the levels set forth in Table 1.

B. Exclusions. These levels shall not apply to Noise emitted by or related to:
(1) Natural phenomena.
(2) Any bell or chime from any building clock, school or church.

(3) Any siren, whistle or bell lawfully used by Emergency Vehicles or any other alarm
systems used in an Emergency situation.

(4) Warning devices required by OSHA or other state or federal safety regulations. This
exclusion includes backup alarms so long as they are self-adjusting to Ambient
Sound levels.

(5) Noise created as a result of or relating to an Emergency.
(6) Agricultural activities, when all internal combustion engines are equipped with a
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properly functioning Muffler.

C. Restricted uses and activities. The following shall be exempt from this Chapter, and these
regulations are subject to special conditions as spelled out and to the general prohibition of
§ 68-6:

(1) Excluding Emergency Work, power tools, home maintenance tools, landscaping and/or
yard maintenance equipment used by a residential property owner or tenant shall not be
operated between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m., unless such activities can meet
the applicable limits set forth in Table 1. At all other times, the limits set forth in Table
1 do not apply to noncommercial or nonindustrial power tools used for landscaping
maintenance. All motorized equipment used in these activities shall be operated with a
Muftler and/or sound-reduction device.

(2) Excluding Emergency Work, power tools, landscaping and/or yard maintenance
equipment used by nonresidential operators (e.g., commercial operators) shall not be
operated on residential, commercial or industrial property between the hours of 6:00
p.m. and 8:00 a.m. on weekdays, or between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m. on weekend
or state or federal holidays, unless such activities can meet the limits set forth in Table 1. At all
other times, Table 1 do not apply. All motorized equipment used in these activities shall be
operated with a Muffler and/or sound- reduction device.

(3) Self-contained, portable, nonvehicular music or sound-production devices shall not be
operated on a public space or Public Right-Of-Way in such a manner as to be Plainly
Audible at a distance of 50 feet in any direction from the operator during Daytime Hours.
During Nighttime Hours, Sound, operated on a public space or Public Right-Of-Way,
from such equipment shall not be Plainly Audible at a distance of 25 feet in any direction
from the operator.

(4) Noise from snow removal equipment at any time shall be exempted, provided that such
equipment shall be maintained in good repair so as to minimize Noise, and Noise
discharged from exhausts shall be adequately muffled to prevent loud and/or explosive
Noises therefrom.

(5) Noise created by any aircraft flight operations which are specifically preempted by the
Federal Aviation Administration.

(6) Noise created by any recreational activities which are permitted by law and for which a
license or permit has been granted by the City, including, but not limited to, parades,
sporting events, concerts and firework displays.

(7) Noise created by refuse and solid waste collection, provided that the activity is conducted
during Daytime Hours .
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(8) Noise created by the normal and ordinary activities of the Department of Public Works
or any taxing district utility, including but not limited to the following: street sweeping,
snow and ice control, maintenance of the sanitary sewer collection system, maintenance
of storm drainage systems, solid waste collection and disposal, maintenance of traffic
control devices and operation of off-street parking facilities.

(9) Noise created by public school Construction.

(10) Notwithstanding the Sound Level limits found in Table 1, the permissible Sound Level
limit for residential HVAC equipment during Nighttime Hours shall be 50 dBA when
measured as specified in § 68-4C.

(11) All interior and exterior burglar alarms of a building or Motor Vehicle must be activated in
such a manner that the burglar alarm terminates its operation within five minutes for
continuous airborne Sound and 15 minutes for intermittent Sound after it has been
activated. At all other times the limits set forth in Table 1 do not apply.

(12) The operation of a standby or portable generator is exempt from the limits in this Chapter
when there is a power outage affecting the subject property. The regular testing/
exercising of a generator must be conducted on weekdays (Monday through Friday)
during Daytime Hours and for the minimum duration suggested by the manufacturer.
During such testing the Sound Level limit shall be 60 dBA at the Property Line of any
Affected Person. The permissible limits in § 68-5A apply to the operation of generators
tested outside of the prescribed hours or operated when there is no power outage
affecting the subject property. No Person shall at any time operate a generator during
Nighttime Hours in a Residential Zone unless there is a power outage affecting the subject
property. Generators used on a permitted Construction Site may not exceed 60 dBA at the
Property Line of any Affected Person during Daytime Hours. Unless a permit or variance
is obtained, a generator shall not be used on a Construction Site during Nighttime Hours.

This does not apply to a power outage from loss of power resulting from nonpayment to the
applicable utility.

§ 68-6. Prohibited activities.

A. General prohibition. It shall be unlawful for any Person to make, continue or cause to be
made or continued any loud, unnecessary and unreasonable Noise.

B. The following activities are prohibited:

(1) Vehicle horns. No Person shall at any time Sound any horn or audible signal device of a
Motor Vehicle unless it is necessary as a warning to prevent or avoid a traffic accident.

(2) Emissions from stationary or idling mobile sources. No mobile source engine shall be
allowed to operate for more than three consecutive minutes when the mobile source is
not in motion except as follows:

(a) When a mobile source is forced to remain motionless because of traffic conditions
or mechanical difficulties over which the operator has no control,

(b) When it is necessary to operate heating, cooling or auxiliary equipment installed on
the mobile source when such equipment is necessary to accomplish the intended use
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of the mobile source;

{c) To bring the mobile source to the manufacturer's recommended operating
temperature;,

(d) When the outdoor temperature is below 20°F;
(¢) When the mobile source is being repaired.

(3) Exhaust discharge. No Person shall discharge into the ambient air the blow-down of any
steam vent of the exhaust of any stationary internal combustion engine or air compressor
equipment, unless such discharge is through a Muffler or through an apparatus providing
equal Noise reduction and that meet Noise level requirements identified in § 68-5B.

(4) Construction. No Person shall at any time operate Construction Equipment on the
Construction or demolition site or carry on any Construction or Demolition during Nighttime
Hours, except in an Emergency in the interest of public safety and then only with a permit
from the Director of Health or his/her designee and subject to all other applicable rules
and regulations provided by state and local law, and said permit may not exceed a period
of three days.

(5) Blasting. No Person shall at any time carry on blasting between the hours of 5:00 p.m.
and 8:00 a.m. except in an Emergency in the interest of public safety and then only with
a permit from the Director of Health or his/her designee and subject to all other
applicable rules and regulations provided by state and local law, and the permit may not
exceed a period of three days.

(6) Site Work or Construction or Demolition activities.

(a) After the appropriate permits have been obtained, Site Work or Construction and
Demolition activities utilizing Construction Equipment on a Construction or
demolition site in a Residential Zone or Noise-Sensitive Zone shall be limited to the
weekdays, Monday through Friday, other than state or federal holidays, from 8:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. During the permitted hours, such activities are exempt from the
limits in § 68-5A.

(b) After the appropriate permits have been obtained, Site Work or Construction and
Demolition activities utilizing Construction Equipment on a Construction or
demolition site in a Commercial Zone or Industrial Zone shall be limited to
weekdays, Monday through Friday, other than state or federal holidays, from 8:00
am. to 5:00 p.m. and on Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. During the
permitted hours, such activities are exempt from the limits in § 68-5A.

(c) All motorized equipment used in Construction and Demolition activity shall be
operated with a properly functioning Muffler. The exemptions in this provision
shall not apply to sound-production devices (¢.g., radios) used at a Construction Site.

(7) Leaf blowers. No Person shall at any time operate a leaf blower during Nighttime Hours
in a Residential Zone.

(8) Nighttime in-house Construction. No Person shall carry on nighttime in-house Construction
unless that Construction activity takes place solely within the structure and emits no Sound
or Noise outside of the structure.

(9) Igniting fireworks after 10:00 p.m. except by the City of Norwalk, or its designee, for
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the Independence Day celebration. Special permits must be obtained to ignite fireworks
in the City of Norwalk.

§ 68-7. Motor Vehicles and Recreational Vehicles.

A.  All Motor Vehicles and Recreational Vehicles operated within the limits of the City of Norwalk
shall be subject to the Noise standards and Decibel levels set forth in the regulations
authorized in Sections 14-80a-ia through 14-80a-10a, inclusive, of the Regulations of
Connecticut State Agencies, as amended from time to time.

B. No Sound amplifying devices or equipment on or within a Motor Vehicle, or a Recreational
Vehicle, shall emit Noise in excess of the Decibel levels as specified in this Chapter.

C. This section dealing with Motor Vehicle Noise shall be enforced by the Noise Control
Administrator.

§ 68-8. Loudspeakers; sound-reproduction systems.

A. Operating, playing or permitting the operation or playing of any loudspeaker, sound-
reproduction system, radio, television, phonograph or similar device which reproduces or
amplifies Sounds in such a manner as to create a Noise Disturbance is prohibited. No Noise shall
be emitted in excess of the Decibel levels as specified in this Chapter.

B. The Norwalk Board of Health may designate Noise-Sensitive Zones where noise problems are
particularly likely to occur and likely to cause unusual problems. Loudspeakers and public
address systems may be prohibited in such Noise-Sensitive Zones by the Norwalk Board of
Health.

§ 68-9. Inspections.

A. For the purpose of determining compliance with the provistons of this Chapter, the Noise
Control Administrator is hereby authorized to make inspections of all Noise sources and to
take measurements and make tests whenever necessary to determine the quantity and
character of Noise,

B. In the event that any Person refuses or restricts entry and free access to any part of a Premises
or refuses inspection, testing or Noise measurement of any activity, device, facility or process
where inspection is sought, the Noise Control Administrator may seek from the appropriate
court a warrant without interference, restriction or obstruction, at a reasonable time, for the
purpose of inspecting, testing or measuring Noise.

C. It shall be unlawful for any Person to refuse to allow or permit the Noise Control Administrator
free access to any Premises when the Noise Control Administrator is acting in compliance with
a warrant for inspection and order issued by the appropriate court.

D. It shall be unlawful for any Person to violate the provisions of any warrant or court order
requiring inspection, testing or measurement of Noise sources.

E. No Person shall hinder, obstruct, delay, resist, prevent in any way, interfere or attempt to
interfere with any authorized Person while in the performance of his/her duties under this
Chapter.

§ 68-10. Penalties for offenses.
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Any Person in violation of any of the provisions of this Chapter shall be fined in the amount of $50 for
their first violation; $100 for a second violation occurring within 30 days of their first violation; and
$250 for each violation thereafter. Each day such violation continues shall constitute a separate
offense. The Noise Control Administrator are authorized to issue violations of this Chapter.

§ 68-11. Variances; promulgation of regulations; contracts.
A. Variances.

(1) Any Person living or doing business in Norwalk may apply to the Director of Health for
a variance from one or more of the provisions of the Chapter, which are more stringent
than the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection regulations for the control
of Noise, provided that the applicant supplies all of the following information to the
Director of Health:

(a) Location and nature of activity.
(b) The time period and hours of operation of said activity.
(c) The nature and intensity of the Noise that will be generated.
(d) Demonstration of public benefit.
(e) Any other information required by the Director of Health.
(2) No variance from these regulations shall be issued unless it has been demonstrated that:

(a) The proposed activity will not violate any provisions of the Connecticut
Department of Environmental Protection regulations.

(b) The Noise levels generated by the proposed activity will not constitute a danger to
the public health.

(c) Compliance with the regulations constitutes an unreasonable hardship on the
applicant.

(3) Following receipt and review of an application for a variance, the Director of Health
shall fix a date, time and location for a hearing on such application.

(4) The Director of Health shall cause the applicant to publish at his/her own expense all
notices of hearings and other notices required by law, including, but not limited to,
notification of all abutters of record and property owners within 200 feet.

(5) Within 65 days of the receipt of the record of the hearings on a variance application, the
Director of Health shall issue his/her determination regarding such application. All such
decisions shall briefly set forth the reasons for the decision.

(6) The Director of Health may, at his/her discretion, limit the duration of any variance
granted under this Chapter. Any Person holding a variance and needing an extension of
time may apply for a new variance under the provisions of this Chapter. Any such
application shall include a certification of compliance with any condition imposed under
the proposed variance.

(7) The Director of Health may attach to any variance any reasonable conditions he/she

deems necessary and desirable, including, but not limited to:
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(a) Requirements for the best practical Noise control measures to be taken by the owner
or operator of the source to minimize Noise during the period of the variance.

{b) Requirements for periodic reports submitted by the applicant relating to Noise, to
compliance with any other conditions under which the variance was granted or to
any other information the Director of Health deems necessary.

(8) The filing of an application for a variance shall operate as a stay of prosecution, except
that such stay may be terminated by the Director of Health upon application of any party
if the Director of Health finds that protection of the public health so requires.

(9) In any case where a Person seeking a variance contends that compliance with any
provision of these regulations is not practical or possible because of the cost involved
either in installing Noise control equipment or changing or curtailing the operation in any
manner, he/she shall make available to the Director of Health such financial records as
the Director of Health may require.

(10) A variance may include a compliance schedule and requirements for periodic reporting
of increments of achievement of compliance.

(11) Failure to rule on the application in the designated time shall constitute approval of the
variance.

B. Any Person aggrieved by the decision of the Director of Health with respect to any variance
may appeal to the Common Council within a period of 10 days of the reception of the Health
Director’s decision.

C. The Director of Health is herewith authorized to recommend regulations from time to time
not inconsistent with the State Public Health Code and/or the regulations of the State
Department of Environmental Protection regarding Noise which shall, upon approval by the
Common Council and State of Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection, become
effective therewith.

D. Contracts. Any written agreement, purchase order or contract whereby the City of Norwalk
is committed to an expenditure of funds in return for work, labor, services, supplies,
equipment, materials, or any combination thereof, shall not be entered into unless such
agreement, purchase order or instrument contains provisions that any equipment or activities
which are subject to the provisions of this Chapter will be operated, constructed, conducted
or manufactured without violating the provisions of the Chapter.

§ 68-12. Severability.

If any clause, sentence, paragraph or part of this Chapter, or the application thereof to any Person,
firm, corporation or circumstances, shall for any reason be adjudged by a court of competent
jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, said judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate
the remainder of this Chapter and the application of such provision to other Persons, firms,
corporation or circumstances, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, paragraph
or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which said judgment shall have been
rendered and to the Person, firm, corporation or circumstances involved. It is hereby declared to
be the legislative intent of this body that this Chapter would have been adopted had such invalid
provisions not been included.
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§ 68-13. Conflict with other regulations.

In the event that provisions or standards of this Chapter or adopted under this Chapter shall conflict
with regulations or standards set by the State of Connecticut Department of Environmental
Protection, the stricter standard shall apply.

All provisions of the zoning regulations of the City which are more stringent than those as set forth
in this Chapter shall remain in full force and effect and shall prevail over inconsistent provisions
in this Chapter.

§ 68-14. Word usage.

In construing this Chapter, masculine or neutral pronouns shall be substituted for those of feminine
form and vice versa, and the plural of the singular and the singular of the plural, shall be substituted
in any case which the context may require.

§ 68-15. When effective.

Any section of this Chapter shall take effect 10 days following approval of any amendment by the
City’s Common Council.
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Use of School Bus Violation Enforcement Systems

§ XX-1. Statutory authority.

Pursuant to the authority granted in Public Act 24-107 of the 2024 Session of the Connecticut
General Assembly (the "Act"), the City of Norwalk (the "City") hereby authorizes the use of
School Bus Violation Enforcement Systems to enforce the provisions of C.G.S. § 14-279, as
amended from time to time, within the boundaries of the City.

§ XX-2. Definitions.

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this Chapter, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

MOTOR VEHICLE, NUMBER PLATE, OPERATOR and OWNER — shall have the
respective meanings set forth in C.G.S. § 14-1, as amended from time to time.

SCHOOL BUS VIOLATION ENFORCEMENT SYSTEM

_— A system with one or more camera sensors and computers that produce: (1) digital and
recorded video images of Motor Vehicles being operated in violation of C.G.S. § 14-279, as
amended from time to time; (2) a visual image that is viewable remotely and a recorded image of
the Number Plate of a Motor Vehicle violating said section; and (3) a recorded image that
indicates the date, time and location of the violation.

§ XX-3. Vendors.

The City may enter into an agreement with a private vendor for the installation, operation, or
maintenance, or any combination thereof, of a School Bus Violation Enforcement System for
purposes of enforcing this Chapter. The vendor's fees may not be contingent on the number of
citations issued or fines paid pursuant to this Chapter. Any such agreement that requires a vendor
to operate such a system shall require the vendor to report to the City and the Norwalk Board of
Education, not later than August first following the vendor's first operation of such system
pursuant to such agreement, and not later than August first in each year thereafter in which the
operation of such system continues pursuant to such agreement: (1) the total number of citations
issued in the prior fiscal year for violations of this Chapter that were detected and recorded by
the School Bus Violation Enforcement System, and (2) the total amount of funds collected from
such violations.
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§ XX-4. Violations.

The owner of a Motor Vehicle commits a violation of this Chapter if the person operating such
Motor Vehicle violates the provisions of C.G.S. § 14-279, as amended from time to time, unless
not later than 30 days after the mailing of a citation, the Owner of a Motor Vehicle submits a
notarized affidavit, executed by such Owner and the Operator of such vehicle at the time of the
alleged violation, stating that such Operator is the party who may be responsible for the alleged
violation and providing the name and address of such Operator. If the City or its designated
agent receives such an affidavit, the City shall mail a citation to such Operator not later than 30
days after receipt of the affidavit.

§ XX-5. Precedurelssuance of citations.

A. Upon receipt of an evidence file from a School Bus Violation Enforcement System that
captures an alleged violation of this Chapter, a sworn member or employee of the City's
Police Department, or an employee of the City designated by the Traffic Authority, shall
review such file. If, after such review, such officer or employee has reasonable grounds
to believe that such a violation occurred and such file captures the Number Plate, color
and type of Motor Vehicle allegedly violating this Chapter and the date, approximate
time and location of such violation, such officer or employee shall issue a written
warning or citation to the Owner of such Motor Vehicle. Such officer or employee shall
electronically certify a citation.

B. In the case of an alleged violation of this Chapter involving a Motor Vehicle registered in
the State of Connecticut, the City, or its designated agent, shall send a copy of a citation
to the Owner of the Motor Vehicle observed in the alleged violation not later 30 days
after the date of the alleged violation. In the case of an alleged violation involving a
Motor Vehicle registered in another jurisdiction, the City, or its designated agent, shall
send a copy of a citation to the address of the Owner that is in the records of the official
in the other jurisdiction issuing such registration not later than 60 days after the alleged
violation.

C. A citation under this Chapter shall be sent by first-call mail and include the following:
(1) The name and address of the Owner of the Motor Vehicle;
(2) The Number Plate of the Motor Vehicle;

(3) The violation charged;
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(4) The date, location and time of the alleged violation;

(5) A copy of or information on how to view, through electronic means, the recorded
images that captured the alleged violation;

(6) A statement or electronically generated affirmation by the police officer or employee
who reviewed the recorded images and determined that a violation occurred;

(7) The amount of the fine imposed and how to pay such fine;

(8) Notice of the right to contest the violation and request a hearing pursuant to Chapter
30C of the City Code; and

(9) Information advising the Owner of the Motor Vehicle of the procedure for
disclaiming liability by submitting an affidavit as described in Section 4 above to the
City or its designated agent.

D. A manual or automated record prepared by the police officer, employee or vendor in the
ordinary course of business shall be prima facie evidence of such mailing and shall be
admissible in any citation hearing as to the facts contained in the citation.

E. A certificate or facsimile of a certificate of the review of the evidence produced by the
School Bus Violation Enforcement System, sworn to by the police officer or employee
who conducted such review, shall be prima facie evidence of the facts contained in such
certificate.

F. A digital still or video image produced by the School Bus Violation Enforcement System
shall be sufficient evidence of a violation of this Chapter and shall be admitted at a

citation hearing preceeding-without further authentication.

§ XX-6. FinePenalties for vielatienviolations.

A. The City shall impose a fine of $250 for a violation of this Chapter. The fine shall be
imposed against the Owner of the Motor Vehicle committing the violation.

€-B. Payment of a fine and any associated feefees may be made by electronic means.

B.C. Any funds received by the City from fines imposed pursuant to this Chapter shall be used
for the purposes of improving public safety, compensating any private vendor that
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installs, operates, or maintains a School Bus Violation Enforcement System within the
City, or both.

§ XX-7. Appeal.

Any Owner issued a fine for violating the provisions of this Chapter may, within 10 days of the
receipt of the fine, appeal in writing to a citation hearing officer in accordance with § 30C-7 of
the City Code.

§ XX-8. Defenses.

A. The defenses available to the Owner of a Motor Vehicle who is alleged to have
committed a violation of this Chapter shall include, but are not limited to, any one or
more of the following:

(1) The Operator was driving an emergency vehicle in accordance with the applicable
provisions of C.G.S. § 14-283, as amended from time to time;

(2) The violation was necessary to allow the passage of an emergency vehicle;

(3) The violation was necessary in order for the Operator to comply with an order or
direction from a law enforcement officer, which is observable on the recorded
images;

(4) The violation was necessary to avoid injuring the person or property of another;

(5) The violation took place during a period of time in which the Motor Vehicle had been
reported as being stolen to a law enforcement unit, as defined in C.G.S. § 7-294a, as
amended from time to time, and had not been recovered prior to the time of the
violation; or

(6) The Operator received a citation for a violation of C.G.S. § 14-279, as amended from
time to time, for the same incident.

B. The Owner of a Motor Vehicle shall be liable for any fine imposed pursuant to this
Chapter, unless (1) the Motor Vehicle identified by the School Bus Violation
Enforcement System is a leased or rented Motor Vehicle, in which case the lessee of such
Motor Vehicle shall be liable for any such fine, or (2) an affidavit is filed pursuant to
Section 4 above, in which case the Operator shall be liable for any such fine.

§ XX-9. DisclosureUse of persenally-identifiable-information; notice of use of system.
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A. A School Bus Violation Enforcement System shall, to the extent practicable, record
images of the Number Plate of a Motor Vehicle only and shall not record images of the
occupants of such Motor Vehicle or of any other persons or Motor Vehicles in the
vicinity at the time the images are recorded. A citation issued under this Chapter may not
be dismissed in a citation hearing solely because a recorded video or digital still image
reveals images of such occupants or other persons or Motor Vehicles, as long as the
operator of such School Bus Violation Enforcement System has made reasonable efforts
to comply with the provisions of this Chapter.

B. No recorded image produced by a School Bus Violation Enforcement System may be
introduced as evidence in any other civil or criminal proceeding.

C. A digital still or video image produced by a School Bus Violation Enforcement System to
enforce this Chapter shall be destroyed the later of: (1) 90 days after the date of the
creation of such digital still or video image, or (2) upon payment or final disposition of
all matters related to a citation issued for a violation of this Chapter to which such digital
still or video image pertains.

D. A warning sign shall be posted on all school buses in which a School Bus Violation
Enforcement System is installed and operated indicating the use of such system.

§ XX-10. Reporting to Department of Transportation.

Not later than October first following adoption of this Chapter, and not later than October first in
each year thereafter in which this Chapter is in effect, the City shall submit a report to the
Connecticut Department of Transportation, which shall include, but need not be limited to: (al) a
copy of this Chapter, (b2) the total number of citations issued for a violation of this Chapter in
the prior fiscal year, (€3) the total amount of funds collected for such violations in the prior fiscal
year, and (d4) how the City spent such funds in the prior fiscal year.

§ XX-11. Applicability of Act.

To the extent of applicability, the provisions in the Act that are necessary to further and/or
effectuate this Chapter are hereby incorporated and adopted in toto, herein.

§ XX-12. Severability.
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Chapter is for any reason held to be
invalid or unconstitutional by any decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision

shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Chapter.

§ XX-13. Repealer.
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All chapters, bylaws, orders, resolutions, or parts thereof inconsistent herewith are hereby
repealed to the extent only of such inconsistency. This repealer shall not be construed to revive
any chapters, bylaws, orders, resolutions, or parts thereof heretofore repealed.
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Use of Photo Noise Violation Monitoring Devices
§ XX-1. Statutory authority.

Pursuant to the authority granted in Public Act 24-151 of the 2024 Session of the Connecticut
General Assembly (the "Act"), the City of Norwalk (the "City") hereby authorizes the use of
Photo Noise Violation Monitoring Devices within the boundaries of the City.

§ XX-2. Definitions.

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this Chapter, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

LAW ENFORCEMENT UNIT — shall have the same meaning as provided in C.G.S. § 7-294a,
as amended from time to time.

MOTOR VEHICLE, NUMBER PLATE, OWNER and HIGHWAY — shall have the
respective meanings set forth in C.G.S. § 14-1, as amended from time to time.

PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION — means information created or
maintained by the City or a Vendor that identifies or describes an Owner of a Motor Vehicle and
includes, but need not be limited to, the Owner's address, telephone number, Number Plate,
photograph, bank account information, credit card number, debit card number or the date, time,
location or direction of travel on a Highway in the City.

PHOTO NOISE VIOLATION MONITORING DEVICE — means one or more mobile or
fixed vehicle sensors that (1) are installed to work in conjunction with one or more noise
measuring apparatuses, such as a decibel reader, and (2) automatically produce two or more
photographs, two or more microphotographs, a videotape or other recorded images of each
Motor Vehicle allegedly operating in violation of this Chapter.

PHOTO NOISE VIOLATION MONITORING DEVICE OPERATOR — means a person
who is trained and certified to operate a Photo Noise Violation Monitoring Device.

VENDOR — means a person who (1) provides services to a City under this Chapter pursuant to
an agreement; (2) operates, maintains, leases or licenses a Photo Noise Violation Monitoring
Device; or (3) is authorized to review and assemble the recorded images captured by a Photo
Noise Violation Monitoring Device and forward such recorded images to the City.

§ XX-3. Vendors.

The City may enter into agreements with Vendors for the installation, operation, or maintenance,
or any combination thereof, of Photo Noise Violation Monitoring Devices. If a Vendor installs,
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operates, or maintains a Photo Noise Violation Monitoring Device, the Vendor's fees shall not be
contingent on the number of citations issued or fines paid pursuant to this Chapter.

§ XX-4. Operation.

A. Photo Noise Violation Monitoring Devices shall be used solely for identifying violations
of this Chapter.

B. All Photo Noise Violation Monitoring Devices shall be operated by Photo Noise
Violation Monitoring Device Operators.

C. The City shall make efforts to randomize the locations of any Photo Noise Violation
Monitoring Devices throughout the City.

D. A Photo Noise Violation Monitoring Device shall, to the extent possible, be installed in a
manner to only record images of the Number Plate of a Motor Vehicle, and shall not, to
the extent possible, record images of the occupants of such Motor Vehicle or of any other
persons or Motor Vehicles in the vicinity at the time the images are recorded.

E. A Photo Noise Violation Monitoring Device Operator shall complete training offered by
the manufacturer of such device or the manufacturer's representative regarding
procedures for operating such device. The manufacturer or manufacturer's representative
shall issue a signed certificate to the Photo Noise Violation Monitoring Device Operator
upon such operator's completion of the training. Such signed certificate shall be admitted
as evidence in any citation hearing without further authentication.

F. The City shall ensure each Photo Noise Violation Monitoring Device used by it
undergoes an annual calibration check performed at a calibration laboratory. The
calibration laboratory shall issue a signed certificate of calibration after the annual
calibration check. Such signed certificate of calibration shall be kept on file and admitted
as evidence in any citation hearing without further authentication.

§ XX-5. Violations.

The Owner of a Motor Vehicle commits a violation of this Chapter if the person operating such
Motor Vehicle on a Highway or other location causes such Motor Vehicle to emit a sound of 80
decibels or more and such sound is not caused by a horn described in subsection (e) of C.G.S. §
14-80, as amended from time to time.

§ XX-6. Issuance of citations.

A. Whenever a Photo Noise Violation Monitoring Device detects and produces recorded
images of a Motor Vehicle allegedly committing a violation of this Chapter, a sworn
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member or employee of the City's Police Department, or an employee of the City
designated by the Traffic Authority, shall review the recorded images provided by such
device. If, after such review, the member or employee determines that there are
reasonable grounds to believe that a violation of this Chapter has occurred, the member
or employee may issue a citation to the Owner of such Motor Vehicle.

A citation under this Chapter shall be sent by first-class mail and include the following:

(1) The name and address of the Owner of the Motor Vehicle;
(2) The Number Plate of the Motor Vehicle;
(3) The violation charged;

(4) The location of the Photo Noise Violation Monitoring Device and the date and time
of the violation;

(5) A copy of or information on how to view, through electronic means, the recorded
images that captured the alleged violation;

(6) A statement or electronically generated affirmation by the member or employee who
reviewed the recorded images and determined that a violation occurred;

(7) Verification that the Photo Noise Violation Monitoring Device was operating
correctly at the time of the alleged violation and the date of the most recent
calibration check performed in accordance with Section 4E, above.

(8) The amount of the fine imposed and how to pay such fine; and

(9) The right to contest the violation and request a hearing pursuant to Chapter 30C of the
Norwalk City Code.

In the case of an alleged violation involving a Motor Vehicle registered in Connecticut,
the citation shall be mailed to the address of the Owner that is in the records of the
Connecticut Department of Motor Vehicles not later than 30 days after the identity of the
Owner is ascertained.

In the case of an alleged violation involving a Motor Vehicle registered in another
jurisdiction, the citation shall be mailed to the address of the Owner that is in the records
of the official in the other jurisdiction issuing such registration not later than 30 days after
the identity of the Owner is ascertained.

A citation shall be invalid unless mailed to an Owner not later than 60 days after the
alleged violation.
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F. A manual or automated record of mailing prepared by the City shall be prima facie
evidence of mailing and shall be admissible in any citation hearing conducted as to the
facts contained in the citation.

§ XX-7. Penalties for violations.

A. The City shall impose a fine or written warning as set forth below against the Owner of a
Motor Vehicle that commits a violation of this Chapter.

B. The penalty for the first violation of this Chapter shall be a written warning. The penalty
for the second violation of this Chapter shall be a fine of $100. The penalty for the third
or subsequent violation of this Chapter shall be a fine of $250.

C. Payment of a fine and any associated processing fee may be made by electronic means.

D. A reasonable fee, not to exceed $15 per citation, may be imposed for the costs associated
with the electronic processing of the payment of a fine.

E. Any funds received by the City from fines imposed pursuant to this Chapter may be used
to pay the costs associated with the use of Photo Noise Violation Monitoring Devices
within the City.

§ XX-8. Appeal.

Any Owner issued a penalty for violating the provisions of this Chapter may, within 10 days of
the receipt of the penalty, appeal in writing to a citation hearing officer in accordance with §
30C-7 of the City Code.

§ XX-9. Defenses.

The defenses available to the Owner of a Motor Vehicle who is alleged to have committed a
violation of this Chapter shall include, but are not limited to, any one or more of the following:

A. The operator was driving an emergency vehicle, as defined in C.G.S. § 14-283, as
amended from time to time, and making use of an audible warning signal device,
including, but not limited to, a siren, whistle or bell which meets the requirements of
subsection (f) of C.G.S. § 14-80, as amended from time to time;

B. The violation took place during a period of time in which the Motor Vehicle had been

reported as being stolen to a Law Enforcement Unit and had not been recovered prior to
the time of the violation;
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The Photo Noise Violation Monitoring Device was not in compliance with the calibration
check required pursuant to Section 4E, above;

The violation took place because the muftler in the Motor Vehicle was not in good
working condition and the Owner of the Motor Vehicle presents proof at a citation
hearing that such muffler was replaced or repaired not later than 14 days from the date of
the violation; or

The Owner of the Motor Vehicle presents proof at a citation hearing that the Owner
submitted the Motor Vehicle for inspection at a facility designated by the Department of
Motor Vehicles and such Motor Vehicle was found to not emit a sound of 80 decibels or
more when in operation.

§ XX-10. Disclosure of Personally Identifiable Information.

A.

No Personally Identifiable Information shall be disclosed by the City or a Vendor to any
person or entity, including any Law Enforcement Unit, except where the disclosure is
made in connection with the charging, collection, and enforcement of the fines imposed
pursuant to this Chapter.

No Personally Identifiable Information shall be stored or retained by the City or a Vendor
unless such information is necessary for the charging, collection, and enforcement of the
fines imposed pursuant to this Chapter.

Any information and other data gathered from a Photo Noise Violation Monitoring
Device shall be subject to disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act, as defined in
C.G.S. § 1-200, as amended from time to time, except that no Personally Identifiable
Information may be disclosed.

The City or a Vendor shall destroy all Personally Identifiable Information and other data
that specifically identifies a Motor Vehicle and relates to a violation of this Chapter not
later than 30 days after any fine is collected or the resolution of a hearing conducted for
the alleged commission of such violation, whichever is later.

§ XX-11. Applicability of Act.

To the extent of applicability, the provisions in the Act that are necessary to further and/or
effectuate this Chapter are hereby incorporated and adopted in toto, herein.

§ XX-12. Severability.

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Chapter is for any reason held to be
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invalid or unconstitutional by any decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Chapter.

§ XX-13. Repealer.
All chapters, bylaws, orders, resolutions, or parts thereof inconsistent herewith are hereby

repealed to the extent only of such inconsistency. This repealer shall not be construed to revive
any chapters, bylaws, orders, resolutions, or parts thereof heretofore repealed.

Page 90 of 90



	I. CALL TO ORDER
	II. ROLL CALL
	III. PUBLIC HEARING
	A. Discuss and vote on Chapter 84, Retirement Benefit
	Legal Notice of Public Hearing - Chapter 84 - Sections 2 & 3 - Retirement Benefits - with newspaper

	B. Discuss and vote on Chapter 126, Pension Plan, Sec
	Legal Notice of Public Hearing - Chapter 126 - Pension Plan - with newspaper

	C. Discuss and vote on new ordinance, Residential Par
	Legal Notice of Public Hearing - Residential Parking Permit Program - with newspaper

	D. Discuss and vote on Chapter 112, Trees, Sections 1
	Legal Notice of Public Hearing - Chapter 112 - Trees - with newspaper


	IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION and COMMENT
	V. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES
	A. Discuss and vote on September 16, 2025 – regular m
	Draft minutes 9-16-25 ordinance committee meeting with public comments attached -


	VI. OLD BUSINESS
	A. Discuss and vote on Chapter 68 Noise, Sections 68-
	City of Norwalk - Current Version of Noise Ordinance - redline and clean 10-16-25


	VII. NEW BUSINESS
	A. Discuss and vote on new ordinance: Use of School B
	Use of School Bus Violation Enforcement Systems- Redline 10-6-25

	B. Discuss and vote on new ordinance: Use of Photo No
	Photo Noise Violation Monitoring Devices 10-6-25


	VIII. DISCUSSION
	IX. ADJOURNMENT

