
 

 
 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

ADVISORY MILITARY and VETERANS LIAISON COMMITTEE 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2019 - 6:00 P.M. 

125 EAST AVENUE, ROOM 218 
NORWALK, CT  06851 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: the meeting was called to order by 
Bryan Rooney at 6:02 p.m.  
 
2. PUBLIC FORUM: 
     a. There were Veteran’s Day events noted during the week and at City hall. 
 
3. ROLL CALL: 

a. Present (4): Bryan Rooney, Military Outreach and Deputy Chair; Leon Breault, Veteran At-
large; Fred Wilms, Financial Services Chair; Megan DiMeglio, representing Deanna D’amore, 
Health Department. 

 
b. Absent or excused (5): Jeff DeWitt, Chair; Matt Seebeck, Veteran At-large; Dan Caporale, 

Veteran At-large; Don Overton, Veteran At-large; Deanna D’Amore – Health Department 
(represented); Bob King, Labor and Business Relations Chair; Juliet Taylor, Veteran At-large; 
Larry Cafero, Legal Services Chair; Howard Dixon, Veteran At-large; Irene Dixon, Mayor 
Rilling’s Staff. 

4. CHAIRMAN COMMENTS: Briefed by Bryan Rooney (Deputy Chair) 
a. (Repeat from last month) An application was submitted to the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial 

Fund (VVMF) to have the Wall That Heals and Mobile Education Center, a ¾ scale replica of 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington DC, return to Norwalk. Norwalk has been 
approved. More to come from VVMF as they control the calendar and publicity. Update: City is 
working to determine which City function will manage the project. 

 
b. UPDATE: Jeff DeWitt had re-nominated Thomas C. O’Connor to the Connecticut Veterans 

Hall of Fame by the deadline on September 13. Update: The package was declined again for 
year 2019 (See Attachment D) as was back in 2016. Fred Wilms suggested we continue to re-
nominate every year; Leon Breault concurred and reiterated attempting to find more 
documentation including endorsements from elected officials for future submissions.  Fred Wilms 
noted that they are looking more at civil/community service record and not military record and 
seconded Leon Breault’s point to get letterhead endorsements from City and State Officials.  

 
c. Had a discussion with Bryan Rooney (Deputy Chair) regarding New Canaan’s Veteran 

recognition signage along their main street.  It is brought to this committee as an idea to look into 



   

for future events in the City of Norwalk.  Fred Wilms recommended along Memorial Day parade 
route.  Some discussion on how to select Veterans.  Recommended rotation of names. 

 
5. REPORTS:  

a. Bryan Rooney – none until Old Business 
 
b. Deanna D’Amore – Health: presented by Megan DiMeglio: Submitted resources for the 

Veterans Resource Guide such as: Healthcare and Mental Resources offered at Norwalk 
Community College, Stamford VA Outpatient Clinic, American Family Care, and Aspen Dental. 
Also included in the document is attention to both Social and Mental services available and 
where to find them.  Department of Veteran’s Affairs also has an app with resources listed. (See 
Attachment A).   

 
c. Larry Cafero – Legal: via email: continuing to draft and formulate letter for local attorneys. 
 
d. Fred Wilms – Finance: presented Banking Discounts for US Military Personnel offered by 

Webster Bank (See Attachment B). Will collect similar documentation from other banks around 
town. 

 
e. Bob King – Business / Labor: sent vai email through Jeff DeWitt (see Attachment E) Bob 

put together a scope document for the formation of a Norwalk Business Networking group 
catering to Veterans and Veteran owned/friendly businesses. 

 
6. OLD BUSINESS:  
    a. Bryan Rooney continues to look to action specific items as evidence of committee’s work.  
Bryan presented at last month’s meeting starting a program where medical, legal, business 
entities in town receive a “Gold Star Stamp” which would indicate the entity is veteran friendly.  
Presented sample for review (See Attachment C)  Recommended using Mayor’s letterhead as 
part of recognition. Discussion on criteria which needs to be further developed and established. 
(OPEN) 
 
    b. Fred Wilms opened discussion on the physical binder discussed at the start of the formation 
of our committee for veterans resources in the City of Norwalk.  There is a collection site for 
documentation online until a resource document can be built or published online. 
 
7. NEW BUSINESS 
 
    a. Our official name going forward is “ADVISORY MILITARY and VETERANS LIAISON 
COMMITTEE. 
 
8. GOOD OF THE ORDER:  
        a. Leonn Breault: discussed the Norwalk Community College Veteran’s Day event featuring 
Mayor Rilling and Jeff DeWitt.  Looking to plan for Women in military presenters for future 
Veteran’s forums. 



   

 
9. MILITARY AND VETERAN RELATED EVENTS AROUND NORWALK 
 
DECEMBER 2019 
1: Veteran of the Month and Flag Raising Ceremony, American Legion, 60 County Street 
(11:00) 
7: National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
11: OFFSITE; location TBD; Mulvoy-Tarlov-Aquino VFW Post 603 Monthly Membership 
Meeting (6:00) 
14: National Wreaths Across America Day 
17: Membership meeting for American Legion Post 12 and Auxiliary Unit 12, 60 County St 
(7:00) 
19: Sons of the American Legion Squadron 12 Membership Meeting, 60 County St (7:00) 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT: the meeting was adjourned by Bryan Rooney at 6:38 p.m. 
 
11. Next meeting is Monday, December 9, 2019, 6:00 p.m., room 231. 
  



   

 
  



   

 
  



   

 
  



   

 
  



   

 
  



   

 



   

 

  



   

 


