
 

 
 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

MILITARY and VETERANS LIAISON COMMITTEE 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2019 - 6:00 P.M. 

125 EAST AVENUE, ROOM 218 
NORWALK, CT  06851 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: the meeting was called to order by 
Chairman Jeff DeWitt at 6:02 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Jeff DeWitt. 
 
2. PUBLIC FORUM: 
     a. None 
 
3. ROLL CALL: 

a. Present (8): Jeff DeWitt, Chair; Leon Breault, Veteran At-large; Matt Seebeck, Veteran At-
large; Bryan Rooney, Military Outreach and Deputy Chair; Fred Wilms, Financial Services 
Chair; Larry Cafero, Legal Services Chair; Howard Dixon, Veteran At-large; Irene Dixon, 
Mayor Rilling’s Staff. 

 
b. Absent or excused (5): Dan Caporale, Veteran At-large; Don Overton, Veteran At-large; 

Deanna D’Amore – Health Department; Bob King, Labor and Business Relations Chair; Juliet 
Taylor, Veteran At-large. 

4. CHAIRMAN COMMENTS:  
a. (Repeat from last month) An application was submitted to the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial 

Fund (VVMF) to have the Wall That Heals and Mobile Education Center, a ¾ scale replica of 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington DC, return to Norwalk. Norwalk has been 
approved. More to come from VVMF as they control the calendar and publicity. 

 
b. REPEAT: sent an e-mail to Connecticut VA District 4 on the morning of 10/23 with no 

response yet regaring moving towards the Connecticut VA District 4 office move from 
Bridgeport to Norwalk and the potential / impact for the city. Need square footage, equipment, 
furniture requirements. The two employees that would come with the move are paid for by the 
state, so no cost to the city except for office space and a phone line. Pursuing public-private 
partnership agreements to assist can be a part of this effort. Don Overton has been involved in 
implementing this template in Palm Bay, Florida where the city opened a “Veteran Resource 
Center”, and Palm Bay was recognized nationally for all they did. This center could become the 
primary center for veteran outreach to Norwalk veterans and active, Guard, and Reserve troops. 
There is great potential in partnerships with these offices and Norwalk Community College, 
American Legion, VFW, and more.  

 



   

c. REPEAT: Jeff DeWitt has re-nominated Thomas C. O’Connor to the Connecticut Veterans 
Hall of Fame by the deadline on September 13. The package was declined in 2016. Fred Wilms 
suggested getting a cover letter from State Senator Bob Duff to add impact to the package. 

 
 

5. REPORTS:  
a. Deanna D’Amore – no report 
 
b. Brian Rooney – Military Outreach: will be creating an action plan for deliverables 

discussed in meetings so there is an active and visible plan to implement the ideas. See 
addendums for other items Bryan presented to the members.  

    (1) Provided handout of a veteran leadership program in Western Pennsylvania that could 
be modeled in SW Connecticut 

(2) Provided a handout of a home oil program for needy veterans. 
(3) Provided a handout about Catch-A-Lift and an idea about a “workout weekend” to 

create a healthy alternative for Norwalk veterans. 
 
c. Larry Cafero – Legal: Has a draft of a letter to send to local attorneys to encourage their 

participation in a veteran discount program. Letter will be sent to Bryan Rooney for editing and 
formatting. 

 
d. Fred Wilms – no report 
 
e. Bob King – Business / Labor: No report this month 

 
6. OLD BUSINESS:  

a. Matt Seebeck spoke about the Veterans Treatment Courts and the possibilities in this area. 
See addendum 2. Larry Cafero agreed to take this on. There are veterans on the Norwalk Police 
Department that may be the perfect fit to see this program become successful here. (OPEN) 
 
7. NEW BUSINESS 
    a. Bryan Rooney suggested starting a program where medical, legal, business entities in town 
receive a “Gold Star Stamp” which would indicate the entity is veteran friendly. (OPEN) 
 
8. GOOD OF THE ORDER:  
        a. Repeat: Jeff DeWitt for Dan Caporale -- shared that the Norwalk Veteran Memorial 
Committee is on hiatus until September. Planning for Veterans Day is well under way. Guest 
speaker is Capt Vetter, former Norwalk resident, instructor at West Point. 
 
9. MILITARY AND VETERAN RELATED EVENTS AROUND NORWALK 
 
NOVEMBER 2019 
3: Veteran of the Month and Flag Raising Ceremony, American Legion, 60 County Street 
(11:00) 



   

10: Veteran Recognition Dinner, American Legion, 5:00 p.m.; vets eat free, guests $10; call 203-
866-8249 with your reservation 
11: Veterans Day ceremony; City Hall Concert Hall; 9:00 – 10:00 = music; 10:00 – 11:00 = 
ceremony 
14: Mulvoy-Tarlov-Aquino VFW Post 603 Monthly Membership Meeting, 60 County St (7:00) 
19: Membership meeting for American Legion Post 12 and Auxiliary Unit 12, 60 County St 
(7:00) 
21: Sons of the American Legion Squadron 12 Membership Meeting, 60 County St (7:00) 
 
DECEMBER 2019 
1: Veteran of the Month and Flag Raising Ceremony, American Legion, 60 County Street 
(11:00) 
7: National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
11: OFFSITE; location TBD; Mulvoy-Tarlov-Aquino VFW Post 603 Monthly Membership 
Meeting (6:00) 
14: National Wreaths Across America Day 
17: Membership meeting for American Legion Post 12 and Auxiliary Unit 12, 60 County St 
(7:00) 
19: Sons of the American Legion Squadron 12 Membership Meeting, 60 County St (7:00) 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT: the meeting was adjourned by Jeff DeWitt at 6:47 p.m. 
 
11. Next meeting is Monday, November 18, 2019, 6:00 p.m., room 231. 
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