
 

 
 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

ADVISORY MILITARY and VETERANS LIAISON COMMITTEE 
MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 2020 - 6:00 P.M. 

125 EAST AVENUE, FIRST FLOOR LOUNGE 
NORWALK, CT  06851 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: the meeting was called to order by Jeff 
DeWitt at 6:02 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Jeff DeWitt. 
 
2. PUBLIC FORUM: 
     a. None. 
 
3. ROLL CALL: 

a. Present (4): Jeff DeWitt, Chair; Bryan Rooney, Military Outreach and Deputy Chair; 
Deanna D’Amore – Health Department; Matt Seebeck, Veteran At-large; Dan Caporale, Veteran 
At-large; Leon Breault, Veteran At-large; Larry Cafero, Legal Services Chair; Howard Dixon, 
Veteran At-large; Irene Dixon, Mayor Rilling’s Staff. 

b. Absent or excused (5): Fred Wilms, Financial Services Chair; Bob King, Labor and 
Business Relations Chair; Juliet Taylor, Veteran At-large;  

c. Resigned (1): Don Overton, Veteran At-large – due to employment commitments in 
Washington DC. 

4. CHAIRMAN COMMENTS:  
a. (REPEAT/UPDATE) An application was submitted to the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial 

Fund (VVMF) to have the Wall That Heals and Mobile Education Center, a ¾ scale replica of 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington DC, return to Norwalk. Norwalk has been 
approved. More to come from VVMF as they control the calendar and publicity. Update: the city 
has determined that their insurance doesn’t over an event like this. Current business rules for 
use of city property is for the hosting entity to carry the insurance and name the city as an 
“additional insured”. As of January 7, 2020, it was determined that American Legion Post 12’s 
insurance does cover an event. After review by the committee, a formal announcement will be 
made. 

 
b. November 2019: Had a discussion with Bryan Rooney (Deputy Chair) regarding New 

Canaan’s Veteran recognition signage along their main street.  It is brought to this committee as 
an idea to look into for future events in the City of Norwalk.  Fred Wilms recommended along 
Memorial Day parade route.  Some discussion on how to select Veterans.  Recommended 
rotation of names. 



   

 UPDATE: January 2020 -- A research book is near completion documenting all 
of the names on the plaques in Norwalk who died during wartime service in WWI, WWII, 
Korea, Vietnam, and OIF - OEF. In the first round of identifying the people for the banners 
Chairman Jeff DeWitt recommends the committee identify some of those 256 names who paid 
the ultimate sacrifice, to be honored with banners. This would be for the first round only. 
Possible locations would be East Avenue near City Hall or Town Green, Calf Pasture Beach near 
Shea-Magrath, or Seaview Avenue near Veterans Park. The banners would look similar to those 
in attachment 1. The program can be expanded in future years where residents can purchase 
banners on their own under the program and the city selects the site where the banner will be 
flown. This is a very preliminary plan. Advice, consent, and approval will be requested from 
Recreation and Parks and the Common Council once the details of the plan are finalized. 
(OPEN) 

 
c. A lengthy and spirited discussion took place regarding the future of this committee 

becoming the umbrella entity in Norwalk regarding veteran services, outreach, and ceremonies / 
events. Larry Cafero identified the need to involve all entities in future discussions on business 
rules, organization structure, etc. He feels and the committee is in agreement that there are many 
people around Norwalk with long and commendable service to the city that should be involved 
in the discussions. The deliverable from these meetings is a plan to present to Mayor Rilling and 
ultimately the Common Council on the outcome for their direction. Jeff DeWitt has a short 
meeting scheduled with Mayor Rilling the second week in January to discuss preliminarily what 
the new structure will look like and the benefits.     NOTE: there is no intent to dissolve any 
existing organization, committee, or responsibility. The goal is to have one entity for anyone in 
the city to work with regarding services, outreach, and ceremonies / events. At present, there are 
three which is inefficient. Meetings outside of this committee’s regularly scheduled meetings 
will need to be publicized. (OPEN) 

 
5. REPORTS:  

a. Larry Cafero – had a very productive meeting with Brian Griffin from the Norwalk 
Chamber of Commerce regarding partnering with the A-MVLC on programs to enhance the 
visibility of veteran owned business and more. An invitation will be extended to Brian Griffin 
and anyone else he would like bring, to attend the next meeting on February 3, 2020. 

 
6. OLD BUSINESS:  
    a. (REPEAT) Bryan Rooney continues to look to action specific items as evidence of 
committee’s work.  Bryan presented at last month’s meeting starting a program where medical, 
legal, business entities in town receive a “Gold Star Stamp” which would indicate the entity is 
veteran friendly.  Presented sample for review (See Attachment C)  Recommended using 
Mayor’s letterhead as part of recognition. Discussion on criteria which needs to be further 
developed and established. (OPEN) 
 
    b. (REPEAT) Fred Wilms opened discussion on the physical binder discussed at the start of 
the formation of our committee for veterans’ resources in the City of Norwalk.  There is a 
collection site for documentation online until a resource document can be built or published 



   

online. UPDATE: The Google Drive for the committee is the repository for much of what has 
been collected to date and the shell of a physical binder was started months ago. 
 
7. NEW BUSINESS 
 
    a. See paragraph 4c. 
 
8. GOOD OF THE ORDER:  
    a. None 
 
9. MILITARY AND VETERAN RELATED EVENTS AROUND NORWALK 
 
JANUARY 2020 
9: Mulvoy-Tarlov-Aquino VFW Post 603 Monthly Membership Meeting, 60 County Street 
(7:30) 
14: BMHS ROTC Pass In Review and Inspection, 9:45 a.m. show time, 10:00 start 
21: Membership meeting for American Legion Post 12 and Auxiliary Unit 12, 60 County St 
(7:00) 
23: Sons of the American Legion Squadron 12 Membership Meeting, 60 County St (7:00) 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT: the meeting was adjourned at 7:08 p.m. 
 
11. Next meeting is Monday, February 3, 2020, 6:00 p.m., 1st floor lounge. 
  



   

 
  



   

 
  



   

 
  



   

 
  



   

 
  



   

 



   

 

  



   

 
  



   

ATTACHMENT G 
 

 
 
Initial banner + bracket combination would be $65 for and 18x24” banner. 
 
Source 1: https://www.uprinting.com/pole-banners.html  
Source 2: https://www.display-wholesale.com/Street-Pole-Banner-Brackets-30-with-30-x-60-
Vin-p/PSP30P60.htm  
Source 3: https://www.displays2go.com/P-16143/Light-Pole-Banner-Brackets-Resistant-Wind-
Rain  
 
 


