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ARTS COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2021 – 6:00 - 7:00 PM 
AGENDA 

 
 

To allow public access, anyone may access a meeting by telephone or Zoom. Specific 
instructions and links can be found at www.norwalkct.org/meetings. 

 

Members of the public can call in and listen to a meeting. They will not be able to speak or 
see any of the meeting participants. Each meeting will use a unique Meeting/Webinar ID. 
Please find the information using the link above. 

 

Members of the public who wish to provide "live comments" will need to register in advance 
and use the Zoom meeting platform. All participants will be muted upon entering the 
meeting. To speak, click the “raise your hand indicator” and you will called on by the host of 
the meeting during the public comment section. Please find the information using the link 
above. 

 

Members of the public who wish to provide public comment are encouraged to submit those 
via email in advance of the meeting. For these comments to be read into the record, they 
should be submitted at least three hours in advance of the meeting start time. Please email 
Maritza Alvarado at malvarado@norwalkct.org to provide written public comment prior to 
the meeting. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

  
II. ROLL CALL 

 
III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 
IV. ADMINISTRATION 

a. Approve the minutes of the September 7, 2021 regular meeting 
 

V. COMMITTEE/STAFF UPDATES 
a. Budget Committee Update – Nori Grudin 
b. Communications Committee Update – Michelle Rakowsky & Marc Alan 
c. Infrastructure Committee Update 

 
VI. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Mosaic Tile Mural proposal at Calf Pasture Beach – Georgette Wirth 
 

mailto:malvarado@norwalkct.org


Page 2 of 2 
 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 
a. Norwalk Film Festival – Sponsorship Deck 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
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To allow public access, anyone may access a meeting by telephone or Zoom. Specific 
instructions and links can be found at www.norwalkct.org/meetings. 
 
Members of the public can call in and listen to a meeting. They will not be able to speak 
or see any of the meeting participants. Each meeting will use a unique Meeting/Webinar 
ID. Please find the information using the link above. 
 
Members of the public who wish to provide "live comments" will need to register in 
advance and use the Zoom meeting platform. All participants will be muted upon 
entering the meeting. To speak, click the “raise your hand indicator” and you will called 
on by the host of the meeting during the public comment section. Please find the 
information using the link above. 
 
Members of the public who wish to provide public comment are encouraged to submit 
those via email in advance of the meeting. For these comments to be read into the record, 
they should be submitted at least three hours in advance of the meeting start time. Please 
email Maritza Alvarado at malvarado@norwalkct.org to provide written public comment 
prior to the meeting. 
 
 

CITY OF NORWALK 
ARTS COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 7, 2021 

VIA TELECONFERENCE 
 

ATTENDANCE: Marc Alan, Chair; Janet Evelyn; Nori Grudin; Brian Kaspr;  
Jolie Leung; Melissa Matuska; Kadeem Roberts; Steven Rust; 
Elizabeth Tardif; Robert Abriola (6:08 p.m.) 

 
STAFF: Jessica Vonashek, Chief of Economic and Community 

Development 
 
OTHERS: Jennifer Bangser, Norwalk Film Festival; Lauren Clayton, MLK 

Corridor Artist; Julio Pardo, Artist.  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mr. Alan called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.   
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II. ROLL CALL 
 

Mr. Alan called the Roll as indicated above and announced that Mr. O’Callaghan 
resigned from the Board due to scheduling conflicts with his school.  
 
** MS. MATUSKA MOVED TO SUSPEND THE RULES TO TAKE THE 

AGENDA OUT OF ORDER 
** MS. LEUNG SECONDED 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY BY ROLL CALL VOTE (MR. 

ALAN; MS. EVELYN; MS. GRUDIN; MR. KASPR; MS. LEUNG;  
MS. MATUSKA; MR. ROBERTS; MR. RUST; MS TARDIF) 

 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
 
** MS. MATUSKA MOVED TO APPROVE THE MLK CORRIDOR ART 

PROPOSALS FOR EXECUTION INCLUDING THE WORK OF LAUREN 
CLAYTON ON BOTH THE STAIRWELL LEADING TO THE SOUTH 
NORWALK TRAIN STATION AND THE WPCA TRANSFER STATION 
AND AUTHORIZE THE DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT & 
TOURISM TO EXECUTE ANY CONTRACTS NEEDED TO SUPPORT 
THE PROJECT.  
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $50,000. 
ACCT# 0921 1450 5777 C0792 

** MS. EVELYN SECONDED 
 
Mr. Abriola joined the meeting at 6:08 p.m. 
 
Ms. Evelyn gave an overview of the process to approve artwork for the MLK Corridor.   
 
Mr. Alan asked if everyone had an opportunity to review the artwork included in the 
meeting packet. 
 
Ms. Clayton introduced herself and presented slides of her work and of her proposed 
artwork for the MLK Corridor projects. She discussed the staircase design and noted that 
the staircase is heated. The stair treads will hold the message. She explained that the 
thought was to keep the design relatively simple and involve the community.  
 
Mr. Pardo said at this point in the process, they are going to be preparing and priming the 
spaces.  They will engage as many volunteers as they can to paint the base coat.  He 
noted there will be a lot of opportunities to bring in volunteers.  
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Mr. Alan asked Mr. Pardo if he had any budget information.  Mr. Pardo shared the budget 
on the screen and said they started out with $50,000.  He discussed the student art project 
where students will create art for four traffic boxes.  This will be an on-going program.  
Ms. Evelyn asked where they will source the student participants.  Mr. Pardo said he did 
not have that detail at this time.  
 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY BY ROLL CALL VOTE (MR. 

ABRIOLA; MR. ALAN; MS. EVELYN; MS. GRUDIN; MR. KASPR; MS. 
LEUNG; MS. MATUSKA; MR. ROBERTS; MR. RUST; MS TARDIF) 

 
III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 
A member of the public said she proposed some project and would like to work with the 
Arts Commission on a proposal for a light installment.  Mr. Alan suggested she talk with 
Mr. Rust to see if they can come up with a proposal they can bring back to the 
Commission.  
 

IV. ADMINISTRATION 
 
a. Approve the minutes of the August 3, 2021 regular meeting 
 
The following correction was made to the minutes: 
 
Ms. Grudin presented the budget instead of Ms. Evelyn.  
 
** MR. KASPR MOVED TO APPROVE THE BUDGET AS AMENDED 
** MR. ABRIOLA SECONDED 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY BY ROLL CALL VOTE (MR. 

ABRIOLA; MR. ALAN; MS. EVELYN; MS. GRUDIN; MR. KASPR; MS. 
LEUNG; MS. MATUSKA; MR. ROBERTS; MR. RUST; MS TARDIF) 

 
V. COMMITTEE/STAFF UPDATES 

 
a. Budget Committee Update – Nori Grudin 
 
Ms. Grudin reviewed the expenditures for the month of August. The total amount left is 
$12,418.81. 
 
b. Communications Committee Update - Michelle Rakowsky & Marc Alan 
 
Mr. Alan explained that he has been trying to have a meeting to no avail.  He noted that 
Mr. O’Callaghan stepped down and Ms. Leung is also contemplating stepping down due 
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to a scheduling conflict.   He said he will meet with Ms. Rakowsky early next week to 
talk about the newsletter. Ms. Vonashek said she could help with the newsletter.  
 
c. Infrastructure Committee Update 
 
Mr. Kaspr reported that Ms. Church reached out to the Department of Transportation in 
regard to art work on their property.  He will connect with Ms. Church before next 
month’s meeting and come back with a plan. He asked anyone who wishes to get 
involved, to contact him.  
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
 
a. Presentation from Norwalk Film Festival – Marge Costa & Jennifer Bangser 
 
Ms. Bangser presented information about the second annual Norwalk Film Festival.  She 
explained that they will be choosing a variety of films that fit the theme of the film 
festival.  The Film Festival will take place during the weekend of December 17, 2021; the 
Wall Street Theater will be their main venue.  
 
Ms. Bangser said there is a fee to submit a film, but the fee will be waived if the topic is 
important to Norwalk.  Mr. Alan said that it would be in their best interest to endorse the 
Film Festival.  He asked Ms. Bangser to send the sponsorship deck to him and he will 
forward it to the rest of the Commission. He noted there is a tremendous amount of film 
making doing on in Norwalk.  
 
c. Discuss maintenance costs of public art in the City. 
 
Mr. Alan said he will defer to Ms. Church to discuss this topic at next month’s meeting.  
He said they do not have a budget to support public art in Norwalk.  Ms. Vonashek said 
she and Ms. Church can discuss this item and bring it back to the Commission next 
month.  
 
Mr. Alan said public art is located all over the City.  Ms. Matuska said she would love to 
know where all of the public art is located throughout the City.  Mr. Alan said it should 
be on a City website.  Mr. Kaspr said it should fall under the jurisdiction of the 
Infrastructure Committee.  He agreed that they should know where all of the public art is 
located and added that it would be a massive undertaking.  
 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 
 
Ms. Vonashek reported that the MLK Corridor group is going to meet tomorrow to 
discuss priorities.  They will provide an update at next month’s meeting of the Arts 
Commission.  
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VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

** MS. EVELYN MOVED TO ADJOURN 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY BY ROLL CALL VOTE (MR. 

ABRIOLA; MR. ALAN; MS. EVELYN; MS. GRUDIN; MR. KASPR; MS. 
LEUNG; MS. MATUSKA; MR. ROBERTS; MR. RUST; MS TARDIF) 

 
There was no further business, and the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 7:18 p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rosemarie Lombardi 
Telesco Secretarial Services 



Date Description Debit Credit Balance
1-Jul Beginning Balance 1,500.00$        

14-Jul Gway 370.00$        1,130.00$        
1,130.00$        
1,130.00$        

Norwalk Arts Commission FY 2021-22
Printing & Duplication

Account # 01-14-50-5221



Date Description Debit Credit Balance
1-Jul Beginning Balance 2,100.00$               

7-Jul
Created PO for Telesco 
Secretarial Servies 2,100.00$    2,100.00$      2,100.00$               

11-Aug Telesco Secretarial Services 120.00$       1,980.00$               
14-Sep Telesco Secretarial Services 120.00$       1,860.00$               

1,860.00$               
1,860.00$               
1,860.00$               
1,860.00$               
1,860.00$               
1,860.00$               
1,860.00$               
1,860.00$               
1,860.00$               

Arts Commission FY 2021-22
Secretarial Services

01-14-50-5225



Date Description Debit Credit Balance
1-Jul Beginning Balance 1,500.00$            

1,500.00$            
1,500.00$            

Norwalk Arts Commission FY 2021-22
Advertising

Account # 01-14-50-5237



Date Description Debit Credit Balance
1-Jul Beginning Balance 7,800.00$     

4-Aug PC July - Nice Festival 333.33$       7,466.67$     
9-Aug Michelle Rakowsky 500.00$       6,966.67$     
9-Aug mad Lab, LLC 200.00$       6,766.67$     
8-Sep Michelle Rakowsky 500.00$       6,266.67$     

6,266.67$     

Norwalk Arts Commission FY 2021-22
Other Professional Services

Account # 01-14-50-5258



Date Description Debit Credit Balance
1-Jul Beginning Balance 1,500.00$     

31-Aug Sabrina's Pcard - Amazon (tent) 207.86$       1,292.14$     
1,292.14$     
1,292.14$     
1,292.14$     
1,292.14$     
1,292.14$     
1,292.14$     
1,292.14$     
1,292.14$     
1,292.14$     
1,292.14$     
1,292.14$     
1,292.14$     
1,292.14$     
1,292.14$     
1,292.14$     
1,292.14$     

Norwalk Arts Commission FY 2021-22
Business Expenses

Account # 01-14-50-5286



Dept Account Summary Original Balance Expenses Transfer In Transfer Out Balance
011450 5221 Printing & Duplicating 1,500.00$             (370.00)$             -$                   -$                   1,130.00$           

5225
Secretarial Services (PO for Telesco 
Secretarial Services) 2,100.00$             (240.00)$             -$                   -$                   1,860.00$           

5237 Advertising 1,500.00$             -$                    -$                   -$                   1,500.00$           
5258 Other Professional Services 7,800.00$             (1,533.33)$          -$                   -$                   6,266.67$           
5286 Business Expenses 1,500.00$             (207.86)$             -$                   -$                   1,292.14$           
5329 Other Operating Supplies -$                      (250.00)$             (250.00)$            

Norwalk Arts Commission
Budget  Summary



Norwalk
Film
Festival

December 17 -19, 2021
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The Norwalk Film Festival (NFF) was
founded by a grassroots community of
volunteers composed of filmmakers, cultural
leaders, and movie lovers living and working
in Norwalk. 

In the spirit of “Unity Through Diversity
Through Film” we believe that cultural
equity is a key component to the long-term
viability of a diverse and thriving artistic
community. 

The goal of the NFF is to bring together local
communities and stimulate ongoing
dialogues generated by the power of
cinema.

N O R W A L K  F I L M  F E S T I V A L  2 0 2 1



NORWALK FILM FESTIVAL OFFERS
SPONSORSHIPS 

Venues participating in this year's screenings of this event include:



Wall Street Theater
Factory Underground

Norwalk Public Library
Space 67




N O R W A L K  F I L M  F E S T I V A L  2 0 2 1



One (1) full-page ad in program book
Logo on festival posters
Meet & Greet photo op with filmmakers
Eight (8) seats to screening of your choice
Four (4) tickets to opening night cocktail party
Logo featured on NFF website w/ backlink
Spotlight on NFF social media
Recognition in press releases and media coverage
Inclusion of branded product or marketing materials
in swag bag
Opportunity to sponsor panels and workshops 

Executive
Producer
Donation of $2,500

N F F  S P O N S O R S H I P  D E C K  2 0 2 1



Producer

One (1) full-page ad in program book
Logo on festival posters  
Meet & Greet photo op with filmmakers
Six (6) seats to screening of your choice  
Two (2) tickets to opening night cocktail party
Logo featured on NFF website w/ backlink
Sponsor spotlight on NFF social media
Recognition in press releases and media coverage
Inclusion of branded product or marketing materials in swag bag
Opportunity to sponsor panels and workshops

Donation of $1,000

N F F  S P O N S O R S H I P  D E C K  2 0 2 1



One (1) half-page ad in program book
Logo on festival posters
Four (4) seats at screening of your choice
Logo featured on NFF website w/ backlink
Sponsor spotlight on NFF social media
Recognition in press releases and media
coverage

Director
Donation of $500

N F F  S P O N S O R S H I P  D E C K  2 0 2 1



Editor

One (1) half-page logo in program book
Logo on festival posters
Two (2) seats at screening of your choice
Sponsor spotlight on NFF social media

Donation of $250

N F F  S P O N S O R S H I P  D E C K  2 0 2 1



One (1) quarter-page logo in
program book
Sponsor support listed on NFF
website

Camera
Operator
Donation of $100

N F F  S P O N S O R S H I P  D E C K  2 0 2 1

Sound
Designer
Donation of $50

Sponsor listing in program
Sponsor support listed on NFF
website

*In-Kind Sponsors recognition will align with sponsor-level value of donation





The mission of the Norwalk Arts Society

is to improve the general public’s
awareness and appreciation of arts,

culture, and education in Norwalk. For
more information about the Norwalk

Arts Society, please email
norwalkartssociety@gmail.com



The Norwalk Film Festival is a fiscally

sponsored program of the Norwalk Arts
Society, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit charitable

organization. Contributions made
payable to the Norwalk Arts Society for
the purposes of supporting the Norwalk

Film Festival are tax deductible to the
extent permitted by law.
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SPONSORSHIP LEVELS



N
O

R
W

A
LK

 FILM
 FE

S
T

IIV
A

L 2
0

2
1

Contact Us

Norwalk Arts Society
515 West Avenue, Suite 669
Norwalk, CT 06850

info@norwalkfilmfestival.org

Email address

norwalkfilmfestival.org

Website

Please make all checks payable to:

Thank you for your support

mailto:info@norwalkfilmfestival.org
https://www.norwalkfilmfestival.org/
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