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CITY OF NORWAL K BIKE/WALK COMMI S S ION
AUGUST  6TH, 6:00  PM

HE ALT H DEPARTMENT
1S T FLOO R WAIT ING ROOM

137 EAST  AVENUE, NORWALK CT 06851

ATTENDANCE: Nanc y Rosett , Chair; J ud Ale y; Mi ke  Hesli n; P eter Fr anz ; 
Coli n Grotheer (6:16 p. m.); Moni ka S tokes (6:16 p.m .)

OTHERS : J im C arter, Norw alk R iver Vall e y T rail ;  Bru ce Ch im ento, DP W ; 
Deanna D’ Amore, No rwal k Healt h Dep artment;  P aul S otni k, 
DPW ; Tami  S trauss, Norwalk R edevelopm ent A genc y;
Rebecc a S chuet z , T he Hour, Doroth y W il son, P lanning & Zoning

Ms. R osett  call ed the me eti ng to orde r at 6: 00 p.m .

1. 6:00 PUBL IC IN PUT

There w ere no m embers  of the publi c present t his  evenin g.

2. 6:10 APPROV AL OF JULY 2ND MINUTES

** MR. HES LIN MOVED TO ACCEPT THE  MINUTES  AS PRES ENTE D
** MR. ALEY SE CONDED
** MOT ION PASS ED UN ANIMOUS LY

4. 6:25 COMMIT TEE REPORTS

Mr. Grothee r joined the  meeti ng at 6: 16 p.m. 

Ms. S tokes joined the meeti ng at 6: 16 p.m.

a. Bike Pl an – Coli n Grot heer

Mr. Grothee r said he is p ricing out R icha rds Aven ue and Fil low S treet.

b. Bike Shar e – Nan c y Rosett

Foll owing tom orro w’s P ubli c W orks’s C omm ittee meeti n g, the y hope to h ave a  contract
for the Bik e S hare p ro gram  presented to the Comm on Council  for adopti on  at i ts nex t
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meeting.  On ce thi s happ en s, the y will  be able to s tart di scussi ng a  roll out and how to 
invol ve the public.

c. DPW  Open House –  Mike Hesli n

Mr. Hesli n report ed that the DP W  open house will  take plac e on S eptember  29 t h .  More 
information t o follow.

d. Norwalk R iver V all e y Trail  (NRVT) – J im  Carter

Mr. Carter did not have a n ythi n g new to r eport, bu t st ated the y conti nue to be on track 
with t heir plans which le an toward an  acti ve  constructi on season fo r 2019.

Mr. Carter said t he y anti cipate compl eti n g the ma rkers on the ro ad from C alf Pasture 
Bea ch Road to The M aritim e Aquarium.  He pr ese nted signa ge.  He  asked f or an update 
on the Yanke e Gas proj e ct.  Mr. S otni k said t here have be en some iss ues an d the y h ave 
not m arked or pav ed the  road.  The iss ue is on Co ve Avenue  and Fi fth Street. Nothi ng 
can be don e on the road  unti l t he Yankee G as pro ject has been  compl eted.

Mr. Carter said h e wants  to put  up signa ge but i s r eluctant unt il  the road wo rk has been 
compl eted. He  added that  he would li ke to walk t hose roads with Mr. Sot nik t o determi ne 
sign and ma rker pla ceme nt once the road work is c ompl ete.

e. P edestrian Pl an – Deb orah  Lewis

There w as no repo rt this evenin g.

f. P ump Track – Gunn ar  W aldm an, Monika S tokes

Ms. S tokes ex plained that t here we re discussions a bout having the tr ack at  O yste r Shell 
P ark, but i t i s on a land fil l.  S he said t he y ne ed to find out if it  is ok to use. S he reported 
that the y are wo rkin g on  permits .

Ms. S tokes said t hat t he y would hold t raini ng r ace s for chil dren  and adult s in t he late 
afternoon.  Mr. Chiment o said t hat parkin g was d iscussed toda y and r eco mm ended 
making a rran gements to p ark in the Maritim e Ga r age.  Mr. G rotheer not ed  that the y ma y 
not be able to  get i nto t he ga rage b ec ause of the h e ight of the bike  racks.

g. S af et y/ Outrea ch  – J ud Ale y

Mr. Ale y said t her e was  nothi ng new to r eport.
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h. S trategic Pl an – D eann a D’Amor e

Ms. D’Amore r eview ed the St rate gic Pl an.  S he asked for input , comm ent s and edit s.  
The Comm iss ioners review ed the  goal s contained in t he S trategic Pl an  and  provided 
feedback to Ms .  D’Amore.

3. 6:15 CHAIR’S  REPORT

Ms. R osett  reported that the ConnDOT proje ct at the intersecti on of M ain Avenue/R T
7/Merritt P arkwa y had b een tabled, but she  rec eiv ed an e -m ail  two weeks  a go noti f yin g 
her that t he proje ct was n ow on.

Ms. R osett  asked if an yo ne had an y w ebinars the y would li ke to share  with  DPW  since 
that is part of our strate gi c plan for this  yea r.

S he met with Mr. Morga n , Comm unicati ons M anager and  Grants C oordin ator,  to di scuss 
press rele ases and  grant o pportunities.

Norwalk P oli ce a re spon soring a n ati onal ni ght ou t t omorrow and the Bik e/W alk
Comm iss ion will  have a table a t t he ev ent.

Ms. R osett  urged the Co mm iss ioners to l ook at t he surve y about di f fer ent i ntersecti ons. 
Mr. Ale y su ggested putting a li nk on the w ebsit e.

The nex t  comm iss ion  meeti ng will  take pla ce on S eptember 10 t h  because th e first
Monda y i n S eptembe r is Labo r Da y.

i. W ebsit e – P eter Franz

Mr. Fr anz  reported that t he pedestrian inf rastru ctu re surve y is on the websit e .

j. P lanning and  Zonin g Liaison  – J ud Ale y

Mr. Ale y did not  have an yt hin g to report this even ing.

k. P ubli c W orks Liaison  – Nanc y Rosett

Ms. R osett reported that she drove a round with Ms. Taber of Public W orks to decide
where si gna ge was n eed e d to poi nt out the locati on of the bike ra cks.  Ms. Taber wil l
contact P arks and Re cr ea ti on to have some of the f oli age trimmed that i s bl ocking the
signs.
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l. Redevelopm ent  Li aison  – Coli n Grotheer

Mr. Grothee r repo rted th at he met wit h Mr. Sheeh an to review v arious Cit y plans.  There 
are fiv e Redevelopm ent  areas in t he do wntown ar ea.  He  asked Mr. She eha n about 
parking requir ements.  F eedba ck was that most of  the resis tance to l ow erin g the p arkin g 
requirements is from t he  Comm iss ioners.  Ms. Wilson noted that a lot of the 
developm ents provide m ore parkin g than  requir ed .

Mr. Carter menti oned the  Head of the  Harbo r proj ect and said t he NRVT  w il l carr y the 
Harbor  Loop throu gh th e re.  The status ne eds t o be confirmed.  M r. Carter  asked that the 
Redevelopm ent A gen c y put pressure on 148 E ast Avenue to continue the  Loop Trail .

5. 7:10 OL D BUSI NESS

a. W alki ng Updat e – Kai tl in Latham

Ms. D’Amore said t he y a re workin g on a  grant ap pli cati on with t he Ma yo r ’s office 
regardin g chil dhood obesit y.  S he noted that this is a national, competitive grant.   
W ednesda y n ight walks at the  Be ach  a re going st ron g and hav e  been ex tended to 
S eptember 12 t h .  The S il vermine W alkers  switched their  walks  from the first S aturda y to 
t he  first S unda y o f the mont h.

b. DPW  Update – Bruce  Chim ento

Mr. Chimento updated the Comm iss ion on pl ans for various roads in E ast Norwalk.  Ms .
Rosett asked about t he locati on of the bike lan e on East Avenue.  Mr. Chim ento said the
iss ue is parking on the lo wer end o f East Avenu e b y Cott a ge S tre et.  He sai d signa g e will
be inst all ed.

f.  Interse cti on of W ater a nd W ashington S treets  – Bruce Chim ento

Mr. Chimento reported t hat t he P ubli c W orks department pl ans to create a  dott ed lane 
with signa ge on W ate r Street t o let mot orists know that t he lane ma y be us e d b y b ikes. 
Mr. Grothee r asked if sh arrows  co uld be add ed to W ater S treet.  Mr. Chimento said t he y 
could not  be added.

Mr. Hesli n left t he meeti ng at 7: 13 p.m.

** MR. AL EY MOVED T O REQUES T THE  INSTALL ATIO N OF 
S HARROWS  AT T HE INTE RSE CTIO N OF WATE R ST REE T AND 
WAS HINGTON S TREE T GOING NORTH

** MR. GROTHE ER SE CONDED
** MOT ION PASS ED

c. Bike  La nes on R icha rd s Avenue  –  Bruce Chim ento
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Mr. Sot nik reported that it  is a matt er of  going out  to m easure.  H e asked th e 
Comm iss ioners if the y w ere looki n g to go  from Fl ax  Hill  Avenue or from  Route 1.  Mr. 
Ale y asked him  to m easu re as much  as possibl e.

d. Moving Bik e R ack  Ins ide The Maritim e Ga rage  to t he S idewalk – Bru ce  Chim ento

Mr. Chimento said he wil l be bringin g thi s it em before th e P arkin g Author it y.  He s aid 
the y n eed to be  car eful a bout not  blocking the sidewalk, be cause  a lot  of p eople walk 
there.  Mr. Al e y said he  will  take a look  there.

e. Bike T rou gh Repair –  Bruce Chim ento

Mr. Ale y asked  for an up date on the cross walk at  Knight S treet.  Mr. Chi m ento said it i s 
under contr act, but  the y a re wait in g for the  compl e ti on of the Head of th e H arbor south. 
He said t he c rosswalk at  Main and W all  is under contract, but  the y have to  r elocate th e 
gas li ne.   He showed th e  locati on of the proposed  crosswalk on a m ap.

The Comm iss ioners discussed reve rsing th e  one- wa y patt erns o f Kni ght S treet and Hi gh
S treet.

Mr. Chim ento said the enti re project i s ex pected to  be compl eted b y sprin g  2019. 

Mr. Chimento said East W all  S treet needs to be r e -paved.   The y ex pect t o  gain fiv e
parking sp ac es on the hil l.  The Comm iss ioners requested the inst all ati on of a bike lane 
there.

Mr. Grothee r said he talk ed to people in t he First Tax ing District about a Park S treet
crosswalk. Mr. Chim ento said t he y turn ed down w hat P ubli c W orks wanted to do. A
cross walk wil l be put in along with a si gn “ yi eld t o pedestrians”.

6. 7:30 NEW B USINE SS

There w as no new busine ss di scussed this evening.

7. 7:30 ADJOURNME NT

There w as no furth er bus iness and the meeti n g wa s unanim ousl y adjourned  at 7: 39 p.m.
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Respectfull y submit ted,

Rosemarie  Lombardi
Telesco S ec reta rial S ervi ces

Nex t m eeti ng:  S eptembe r 10th, 2018 6:00  – 7:30 pm  Healt h Depa rtment W ait ing Room
(1st Fl.)




