To allow publlc access, anyone may access a meeting by telephone, Zoom, and/or the City of Norwalk
YouTube channel. Specific instructions and links can be found at
www.norwalkct.org/meetings.

\ Members of the public can call in and listen to a meeting. They will not be able to speak or see any of
the meeting participants. Each meeting will use a unique Meeting/Webinar ID Please find the
information using the link above.

Zoom meeting platform. All participants will be muted upon entering the meeting. To speak, click the
“raise your hand indicator” and you will called on by the host of the meeting during the public comment
section. Please find the information using the link above.

Q Members of the public who wish to provide "live comments" will need to register in advance and use the

Members of the public who wish to view the meeting, but are not participating, can view a live stream on
u the City of Norwalk YouTube channel. This stream is delayed by approximately 20 seconds. Please find
the information using the link above. The meeting recording and minutes will be posted on the City of
Norwalk website within seven (7) days after the meeting.

Members of the public who wish to provide public comment are encouraged to submit those via email in
B.‘ advance of the meeting. For these comments to be read into the record, they should be submitted at
least three hours in advance of the meeting start time. Please email Brian Candela at
bcandela@norwalkct.org to provide written public comment prior to the meeting.

REGULAR MEETING

BOARD OF ETHICS

Thursday, October 27, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.

Teleconference/Videoconference

AGENDA

1. ROLL CALL:

2. New Introduction:

3. Public Participation:

4. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:
- May 26, 2022

5. OLD BUSINESS:

{00110203.DOCX 1}



6. NEW BUSINESS:

- Discuss Board of Ethics’ draft slides concerning education and training programs for the City
and its Officers and Employees.

7. EXECUTIVE SESSION:
8. ADJOURNMENT:

{00110203.DOCX 1}



CITY OF NORWALK

BOARD OF ETHICS

REGULAR MEETING
MAY 26, 2022

ATTENDANCE: Michael Church, Chair; Patricia Agudow; Miklos Koleszar: Kara Murphy;
Haroldo Williams; Lori Torrano

STAFF: Brian Candela, Esq

OTHER:
.  CALLTO ORDER

Mr. Church called the meeting to order at 7:03.
. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

**** NMs. Murphy moved to approve the minutes from the April 28, 2022 meeting.
**% Mr. Williams seconded the motion.
*** The motion passed with Ms. Agudow and Ms. Cerano abstaining.

Ml PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There is no public participation at this time.
Iv. NEW INTRODUCTION

Ms. Agudow is new to the committee and Chairman Church asked her to take a few minutes to
introduce herself. The committee welcomed Ms. Aqudow.

V. OLD BUSINESS

The committee has created a series of five pods that as a whole present the entire Code of
Ethics. By breaking the code into pods, city employees can watch one pod at a time at their
convenience. Each committee member has created a pod, and quickly presented them to the
committee to get a sense of the overall presentation. The goal with each pod is to be concise
and clear. The pods will later be edited for cohesiveness.

City of Norwalk
Board of Ethics
Regular Meeting
May 26, 2022

1



Pod 1 is sections 32-1, 32-2 and 32.4 and was created by Chairman Church.
Pod 2 is sections 32-7, 32-8, and 32-16 and was created by Mr. Koleszar.
Pod 3 is sections 32-12 and 32-17 and was created by Ms. Murphy.

Pod 4 will be created by Mr. Williams and Ms. Terrano.

It was decided that the pods will be edited and revised before the next meeting when they will
again be presented to the committee. Each pod will be reviewed and edited by one other
committee member.

Attorney Candela will send each committee member a copy of each pod as well as the Code of
Ethics for editing.

VI. NEW BUSINESS

There was discussion about returning to in person meetings. If this should happen, there will
always be an option to attend via zoom.

VIl. ADJOURNMENT

**xMr, Koleszar moved to adjourn the meeting.
***Mr. Williams seconded the motion.
****The motion passed unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05

Respectfully submitted,

Amy Chaple
Telesco Secretarial Services

City of Norwalk
Board of Ethics
Regular Meeting
May 26, 2022
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32-7 Prohibited Use of Influence and Information

* An officer or employee shall not attempt to influence any other officer, employee or agency
concerning the handling of any matter or transaction.

» This subsection does not prohibit an officer or employee from communicating with other
officers, employees or agencies about a matter in which he or she has a financial or other
legally protected interest, if such contact does not have as its goal the exertion of undue
influence over the outcome and if the communication conforms to the following:

* Itis limited to communications with an officer, employee or agency responsible for the
matter on behalf of the City.

* It is reasonable and necessary in terms of the customary conduct of the matter and is
limited to lawful means and terms available to members of the general public generally
in similar circumstances.

* The Law Department of the City shall assist the Board of Ethics in implementing its
responsibilities and shall serve as staff to the Board and to any Hearing Board appointed
under the Code.




* An officer/employee shall not disclose confidential City
information, unless otherwise required by the federal, state or
local law

* An officer/employee shall not use any confidential City
information to his/her advantage to advance his/her financial or
personal interest (including any member of his/her immediate
family)

* No officer/employee shall be required to participate in political
campaigns

* Nothing in this Code of Ethics shall preclude an officer or employee
from seeking elective office and campaigning in connection therewith or
in voluntarily participating in any political campaigns, parties, political
organizations or public issues



32-8 Prohibited Gifts

* An officer or employee shall not personally solicit or accept any gift, form of service,
compensation or any item of property of a value exceeding $150. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, this seubsection does not prohibit the following:

-+ Gifts or social courtesies related to a family relationship or estatblished personal
friendship.
* Attendance at events of a charitable, public, governmental, informational or business
nature where refreshments may be served and small souvenirs of the event may be
distributed to all attendees which are not designed to influence the proper judgement
of an Officer or Employee in the execution of his or her duties.
* Political contributions received in compliance with applicable laws and regulations.
* Loans obtained according to prevailing commercial practices at the prevailing public
rates of interest.
» Customary performance and merit awards.
» Certificates, plaques, awards having a value of not more than $300 given to Officers or

Employees as part of an official recognition/incentive program.

* The Law Department of the City shall assist the Board of Ethics in implementing its



32-8 Prohibited Gifts (continued)

* Meals and refreshments provided to an officer or employee.

» Goods or services provided to the City.

* Meals and refreshments served in an individual’'s personal home.

* a rebate or discount on the price of anything sold for value made in the ordinary
course of business.

* Printed or recorded information, photographs, and maps germane to governmental
action or functions.

The Board of Ethics may periodically review the monetary exceptions listed herein to
determine if the amount should be adjusted and submit any recommendations for adjustment
to the Common Council.



32-16 Incurring of Costs by Board of Ethics and
Staff

» The Board of Ethics shall be authorized to incur costs for providing education and training
programs for the City and its Officers and Employees. The Board of Ethics shall also be
authorized to incur costs for investigating and prosecuting any alleged ethics violations and
in responding to requests for advisory opinions. Both subject to the City’s annual budget.

* The Board of Ethics shall seek an annual appropriation to be used to cover such costs
during the year and may also seek increased appropriation if necessary to carry out its
responsibilites.

» The Law Department of the City shall assist the Board of Ethics in implementing its
responsibilities and shall serve as staff to the Board and to any Hearing Board appointed
under the Code.

* The Board of Ethics, in appropriate circumstances, may retain independent counsel to
represent the Board, any Investigating Panel or any Hearing Board.
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