
 
REGULAR MEETING – ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

AGENDA 
FEBRUARY 18, 2025, 7:00 PM 
BY ZOOM VIRTUAL MEETING  

To allow public access, anyone may access a meeting by telephone and/or Zoom, or a recording in the City of 
Norwalk YouTube channel. Specific instructions and links can be found at norwalkct.gov/meetings.  

 

Members of the public may call in to participate. Callers will not be able to see the meeting 
participants. All participants will be muted upon entering the meeting. To speak, dial *9 on the phone 
and you will be called on by the host of the meeting during the public comment section. All speakers 
must state their name and address. Comments must be on a topic on the agenda, and are limited to 
three minutes. Anyone disrupting the orderly conduct of the meeting, including by using threatening, 
hateful, or sexually-explicit language, will be removed. Please find the information using the link 
above. 

 

Members of the public who wish to provide "live comments" may also use the Zoom meeting platform. 
All participants will be muted upon entering the meeting. To speak, click the “raise your hand 
indicator” and you will be called by the host of the meeting during the public comment section. All 
speakers must state their name and address. Comments must be on a topic on the agenda, and are 
limited to three minutes. Anyone disrupting the orderly conduct of the meeting, including by using 
threatening, hateful, or sexually-explicit language, will be removed. Please find the information using 
the link above. 

 

Members of the public who wish to provide public comment are encouraged to submit those via email 
in advance of the meeting. For these comments to be included into the record, they must be 
submitted by 12:00 p.m. the day of the meeting. Please email Brian Candela at 
bcandela@norwalkct.gov with the subject line “Public Comment” to provide written public comment 
prior to the meeting. 

  

I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. ROLL CALL 

III. PUBLIC HEARING 

 A. Discuss and vote on Chapter 115: Commission on Status of Women 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

V. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

 A. January 21, 2025 – regular meeting of the ordinance committee 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 
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 A. Discuss and vote on Vape Shop ordinance 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 

 A. Discuss Chapter 94: Solid Waste Collection & Disposal; Transfer Station & Yard 
Waste Site 

 B. Discuss and vote on new proposed ordinance: Issuance of Citations; Hearing 
Procedure  

 C. Discuss and vote on Section 103-14 - appointment of Board of Assessment Appeals 
members; increase in membership 

VIII. DISCUSSION 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Page 2 of 30



Page 3 of 30



Page 4 of 30



Page 5 of 30



Page 6 of 30



 
City Of Norwalk 
Ordinance Committee 
Regular Meeting 
January 21, 2025  Page 1 of 3 

CITY OF NORWALK 
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING 
JANUARY 21, 2025 

 
ATTENDANCE:  Lisa Shanahan, Chairman; Heather Dunn; Josh Goldstein; Johan Lopez; 

Anne Wennerstrand; Nora Niedzielski-Eichner 
 
OTHER: Stuart Wells, Registrar of Voters; Diana Paladino, Registrar of Voters; 

Christopher; Police Chief James Walsh; Nichole Eaddy, Common Council 
Member; Brian Lane; Diane Lauricella 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

 
Chairman Shanahan called the meeting to order at 7:02 P.M. There was a quorum present. 

 
ROLL CALL 

 
A Roll Call of those present was performed. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 
A. DISCUSS AND VOTE ON SECTION 9-32, ENTITLED DISTRICTS ESTABLISHED 

(CONCERNING THE REAPPORTIONMENT OF COMMON COUNCIL VOTING 
DISTRICTS). 

 
No one wished to speak on this item at this time. 
 
Chairman Shanahan provided the document for public review and reviewed the amendments that 
had been made on the item. 
 
** CHAIRMAN SHANAHAN MOVED TO TAKE ITEM SECTION 9-32, ENTITLED 
DISTRICTS ESTABLISHED (CONCERNING THE REAPPORTIONMENT OF 
COMMON COUNCIL VOTING DISTRICTS). TO THE COMMON COUNCIL FOR 
APPROVAL. 
** MS. DUNN SECONDED THE MOTION. 
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

Ms. Lauricella came forward for Public Participation. She said she supported the name change of 
the Commission on the Status of Woman to the Gender Equity Commission. She explained her 
reasoning for why. 
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ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
 

DECEMBER 17, 2024 – REGULAR MEETING OF THE ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

Please make the following changes: 
 

• Correct the spelling of Mr. Candela’s name in all instances. 
 
** CHAIRMAN SHANAHAN MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF DECEMBER 
17, 2024 AS AMENDED. 
** MR. GOLDSTEIN SECONDED THE MOTION. 
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

DISCUSS AND VOTE ON CHAPTER 115: COMMISSION ON STATUS OF WOMEN. 
 

Ms. Wennerstrand came forward to discuss this item. She noted that there had been language 
changes regarding gender, which she reviewed. A proposed change was made for 115-1, 
Subsection A was also made regarding naming. 
 
** CHAIRMAN SHANAHAM MOVED TO BRING ITEM DISCUSS AND VOTE ON 
CHAPTER 115: COMMISSION ON STATUS OF WOMEN. TO A PUBLIC HEARING AT 
THE NEXT MEETING IN FEBRUARY.  
** MS. NIEDZIELSKI-EICHNER SECONDED THE MOTION. 
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
DISCUSS VAPE SHOP ORDINANCE 

 
Chief Walsh came forward to discuss this item. He provided information regarding the increase 
in number of smoke and vape shops. He also provided information regarding the legality of 
cannibal use and sale and how this was causing problems. Mr. Kleppin reviewed how a ‘Vape 
Shop’ was defined and some of the restrictions currently in place on them. He also discussed how 
the proposed definition changes would impact both vape and tobacco shops. Further discussion 
followed regarding research on the topic and how it had worked in other communities. 
 
It was asked if there had been efforts to stop the suppliers. Chief Walsh said most of the product 
was foreign produced and made. There was more investigation being done to find the true source 
of the products. The ordinance was provided for review and further discussion followed. The 
Committee will try to co-ordinate the definition of vape products with Chief Walsh. Further 
discussion followed regarding what the ordinance would accomplish. Questions were raised 
about situations where the police could shut an operation down immediately and legal aspects of 
the ordinance. Chairman Shanahan said there would be some changes, but this current form of 
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the ordinance was what it would ultimately look like. She is looking to take it to Public Hearing 
in March. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
There was no New Business at this time. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
** MS. DUNN MOVED TO ADJOURN. 
** MR. GOLDSTEIN SECONDED THE MOTION. 
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 7:57 P.M. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 Ian A. Soltes 
 Telesco Secretarial Services 
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Chapter __. Issuance of Citations; Hearing Procedure  
 
§ ___-1. Purpose. 

The purpose of this Chapter is to establish a procedure for the issuance of citations to be followed in all 
instances when citations are issued by employees of the City of Norwalk (the “City”).  This Chapter 
also establishes a hearing procedure for the appeal and enforcement of all fines, penalties, costs, and 
fees for citations issued for violations of City ordinances. 

§ ___-2. Appointment of hearing officers. 

The Mayor shall appoint one or more persons who are electors of the City to serve as citation 
hearing officers to conduct hearings regarding the violation of City ordinances. No City employee 
authorized to issue citations for the violation of any City ordinance shall be permitted to serve as a 
citation hearing officer.  

§ ___-3. Notice of violation. 

Within 12 months from the expiration of the final period for the uncontested payment of fines, 
penalties, costs, or fees for any citation issued under a City ordinance for a violation thereof, the 
City shall send notice to the cited person(s). Such notice shall inform the cited person(s): 

A. Of the allegations against the cited person(s) and the amount of the fines, penalties, costs, or 
fees due; 

B. That the cited person(s) may contest liability before a hearing officer appointed by the 
Mayor by delivering in person or by mail written notice of demand for a hearing to the 
address specified in the notice within 10 days of the date thereof; 

C. That if a hearing is not so demanded, an assessment and judgment shall be entered against 
the cited person(s); and  

D. That such judgment may issue without further notice. For purposes of this section, notice 
shall be presumed to have been properly sent if such notice was mailed to such person’s last 
known address on file with the City Tax Collector’s office. 

§ ___-4. Admission of liability. 

If a cited person(s) sent notice pursuant to Section 3 wishes to admit liability for an alleged violation, 
the cited person(s) may, without requesting a hearing, pay the full amount of the fines, penalties, 
costs, or fees in person or by mail to the address specified in the notice. Such payment shall be 
inadmissible in any proceeding, civil or criminal, to establish the conduct of the cited person(s) 
making the payment. Any cited person(s) who does not deliver or mail written notice of demand for 
a hearing within 10 days of the date of the notice provided in Section 3 above, shall be deemed to 
have admitted liability and the Chief of the City department specified in the notice, or their designee, 
shall certify such person or persons’ failure to respond to the hearing officer. The hearing officer 
shall thereupon enter and assess the fines, penalties, costs, or fees provided for by the applicable 
ordinance and shall follow the procedures set forth in this Chapter.  

§ ___-5. Hearing procedure. 
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A. Any cited person(s) who requests a hearing shall be given written notice of the date, time, 
and place of the hearing. Such hearing shall be held not less than 15 days nor more than 30 
days from the date of the mailing of such notice, provided the hearing officer shall grant, 
upon good cause shown, any reasonable request by any interested party for postponement or 
continuance. An original or certified copy of the initial notice of violation issued by the 
issuing employee shall be filed and retained by the City, be deemed to be a business record 
within the scope of Connecticut General Statutes § 52-180, as amended, and be evidence of 
the facts set forth therein. At the request of the cited person(s), the presence of the issuing 
employee shall be required at the hearing. A designated City employee, other than the 
hearing officer, may present evidence on behalf of the City. A person wishing to contest 
their liability shall appear at the hearing and present evidence on their own behalf. 

B. If the cited person(s) fails to appear and such appearance has not been determined by the 
hearing officer to be unnecessary, the hearing officer may enter an assessment by default 
against the cited person(s) upon a finding of proper notice and liability under the applicable 
ordinance. The hearing officer may accept from the cited person(s) copies of written 
statements, police reports, investigatory and citation reports, and other official documents 
by mail or hand delivery, and may determine thereby that the appearance of such person(s) 
is unnecessary. The hearing officer shall conduct the hearing in the order and form and with 
such methods of proof as the hearing officer deems fair and appropriate. The rules regarding 
the admissibility of evidence shall not be strictly applied, but all testimony shall be given 
under oath or affirmation. The hearing officer shall announce a decision at the end of the 
hearing. If the hearing officer determines that the cited person(s) is not liable, the matter 
shall be dismissed and the decision of the hearing officer entered in writing accordingly. If 
the hearing officer determines that the cited person(s) is liable for the violation, said hearing 
officer shall forthwith enter and assess the fines, penalties, costs, or fees against the cited 
person(s) as provided by the applicable ordinance. 

C. All final decisions of the hearing officer shall be in writing and filed with the Town Clerk of 
the City within 14 days from the date of the final decision. 

§ ___-6. Notice of assessment and judgment. 

A. If an assessment is not paid on the date of its entry, the hearing officer shall send by first 
class mail a notice of assessment to the cited person(s) found liable and shall file, not less 
than 30 days nor more than 12 months after such mailing, a certified copy of the notice of 
assessment with the Clerk of the Superior Court, together with the applicable court costs. 
The certified copy of the notice of assessment shall constitute a record of assessment. 
Within such 12 month period, assessments against the same cited person(s) may be accrued 
and filed as one record of assessment. The Town Clerk shall enter judgment in the amount 
of said record of assessment and court costs against the cited person(s), in favor of the City. 
The hearing officer’s assessment, when so entered as a judgment, shall have the effect of a 
civil money judgment, and a levy of execution on such judgment may issue without further 
notice to such cited person(s).   

B. In the event that the fines, penalties, costs, and fees imposed by the hearing officer are made 
pursuant to the provisions of an ordinance regulating blight, adopted pursuant to 
Connecticut General Statutes § 7-148(c)(7)(H)(xv), as amended, and the fines, penalties, 
costs, and fees associated with the same under the blight ordinance are not paid on the date 
of the entry of assessment, then the fines, penalties, costs, and fees shall constitute a lien of 
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the City on the real property where said blight exists, which lien may be continued, recorded 
and released in the manner provided by Connecticut law for the continuing, recording, and 
releasing of property tax liens. Each such lien may be enforced in the same manner as 
property tax liens including foreclosure of the real property. Said lien shall remain an 
encumbrance upon the subject property until such time as the blight condition has been 
abated and all fines, penalties, costs, and fees assessed have been paid.  

§ ___-7. Appeal. 
 
A cited person(s) against whom an assessment has been entered pursuant to this Chapter is 
entitled to judicial review by way of appeal in accordance with the provisions of Connecticut 
General Statutes §7-152c, as amended. An appeal shall be instituted within 30 days of the 
mailing of notice of such assessment by filing a petition to reopen assessment together with the 
applicable court fees at the appropriate Superior Court, which shall entitle the cited person(s) to a 
hearing in accordance with the rules of the judges of the Superior Court. 

§ ___-8. Other remedies. 
 
No action taken pursuant to this Chapter shall preclude the City from pursuing other enforcement 
remedies, either in addition to those specified in this Chapter or separately, in order to achieve 
lawful compliance with the City’s ordinances. 
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