CITY OF NORWALK
CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING
FEBRUIARY 10, 2016

ATTENDANCE:  William Fitzgerald, Chairman: Jerry Petrini, Stephen Keogh,

Yvonne Rodriguez, Michael Witherspoon, Mary Roman,
Glenn Iannaccone

STAFF: Mario Coppola, Corporation Counsel

OTHERS: Steve Serasis, Bill Collins, Michael:(
Obuchowski, Linda Berkoff, Adolph Neds

public. The Common Council
hanges to the Charter.

1)
2)

3)

4
5)

6) Investigate the possibility of having the council member compensation set by
the Board of Estimate and Taxation.

The Commission has been directed to complete its draft report no later than April 5,
2016. Mr. Fitzgerald said it is up to the voting population to make the final decision.
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Mr. Bill Collins stepped to the podium next.
Collins said citizens are sometimes unaware o
are more influenced by taxes going up or down.

Mr. Mike Genke of 39 Elmwood Aven
year term for a Councj] At-Large position,

He added maybe the
compensation, He .
council member’s
being politicized.

wiarwalk Roe‘lzi was the next speaker. Mr. Wells is a mem-
He'sgid removing the lesser offices will shorten the ballot,
ballot unless Constabje is take off the ballot too.

;;;Having the Mayor, Counci] and Board of Education every
] ringiMunicipal Elections he said they have to phase in new

Kers. Mr. Wells said a low turnout election is not a good idea.
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Ms. Linda Berkoff of 4 South Main Street was the next speaker. Ms. Berkoff supported
4 year terms and possibly a limit of 12 years in total, She sajd_w,{i;gfﬁ]{@’s-‘a year for the
Mayor to get a plan in place before its time to rup for anoth ction,

She said it is difficult to get people to vote. She said
to get people more involved in elections,

Ms. Gloria Nederland of ] Green Hill R _
and for Mayor and 3 4 year term for Comsaon

yenue was the next speaker, Ms. Thompson
yiownsand cities and said only Stamford has a 4
nly* ur have 4 year terms for Mayor.

Yedr term for Mayor or if the term were extended then the
Mayor should:have additié‘_{;{gfl responsibilities. Ms. Thompson also favored Norwalk

employing a .

Mr. Robert Hard of 213 Wolfpit Avenue was the next speaker. Mr. Hart supported a 4
year term for Mayor, but said he does not support term limits. He said its undemocratic
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and does not like whe

na Mayor is a lame duck. He said he is not sure about 4 year termg
for council members,

Mr. Michael Dunn of 18 Kornwal] Drive voiced his concemns about term limits. He said
a Mayor who cannot rup for re-election is not accountable. Mr. Dunn said a Mayor may
ot work as hard if faced with a term limit. Y

id of Mayors they do
minning for office,

ore than 2 configuous terms.
rs should have 4 year terms.
lg their compensation.

ne Commission wil]

probably not be able to ifter November. She favored

adding a Planning Co
see this studied ap

vood Driv Wﬁf%’fﬁ‘e hext speaker. She said the term for
Tin to 8 years total and Common Councijl members

; ers sllguld be paid more. She Supported 2 year terms and 4
:Ms. King said Board of Education members should run on

icient. He said there are

es than how long the Mayor’s term is. He suggested the Com-
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mission should be looking at the City Manager model and the overall effectiveness of the
boards and departments.

Ms. Angela Harrison of 7 Sable Street was the next speaker. Ms. Harrison said the term
for Mayor should be 2 years.

She said land records in Connecticut are being polluted by banks and attorneys that are
filing false documents, Ms. Harrison said somebody has to address this issue and it is
already a problem. i

Ms. Virginia Guimond of 2¢ Shortfront Park said she suppgxzf"“\:a 2 year term for Mayor
and the term should be limited to 8 years. P

She believes Norwalk should have a City Planner. Sﬁéwdshe is up
happened to the schools. Ms. Guimond sajd her s8ns left Norwalk so t
attend better schools. . ES

Mr. Doug Hempstead was the next speaker. He said 18 L ouncil does not have any
support staff. Mr. Hempstead sajd thg.word Councilmen in the Charter should be
changed to Councilperson. He said if1 i @4 vear term for Mayor he
asked if people will vote during off yeat Said it i £10 get people involved

in local elections.

aes notsupport term lijts,

andza’member of the Norwalk Board of Education
aid the taxing districts were created by the state and

He supported: 4-year tem%‘f;fpr council and staggered elections and that will keep turnout
up. He stated it js, ing W
and Common

Mr. Haroldo Williams of 62 Bayne Street supported a 4 year term for Mayor.

M. Fitzgerald thanked everyone for coming and asked the public to not be silent. Mr.
Petrini added the Commission has a lot of power. He said we do not want to venture too
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nal speaker, He supported a 4-year
term for Mayor. He said it takes a year to get things moving and then halfway through
the second year the Mayor has to worry about being re-elected.

NEXT MEETING DATE

The next meeting is scheduled for February 22, 2016 a1 6:30 Pt ir

ADJOURNMENT

** MR. PETRINI MOVED 1O ADJOURN,
** MR. IANNACCONE SECONDED.
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUS-
The meeting was adjourned at 8:53 p.m.

Respectfully submitted

G. Venuto
Telesco Secretarial Services
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