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ALL COMMON COUNCIL ACTIONS TAKEN AT THIS MEETING TO APPROVE EXPENDITURES AND CONTRACTS 
OR TO ACCEPT BIDS AND OTHER PROPOSALS REQUIRING THE EXPENDITURE OF CITY FUNDS ARE SUBJECT  
TO THE AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS 
 

To allow public access, anyone may access a meeting by telephone, Zoom, and/or the City of Norwalk YouTube channel. 
Specific instructions and links can be found at   

norwalkct.org/meetings 

 

Members of the public can call in and listen to a meeting. They will not be able to speak or see any of the meeting participants. 
Each meeting will use a unique Meeting/Webinar ID. Please find the information using the link above.  

 

Members of the public who wish to provide "live comments" will need to register in advance and use the Zoom meeting 
platform. All participants will be muted upon entering the meeting. To speak, click the “raise your hand indicator” and you will 
called on by the host of the meeting during the public comment section. Please find the information using the link above.  

 

Members of the public who wish to view the meeting, but are not participating, can view a live stream on the City of Norwalk 
YouTube channel. This stream is delayed by approximately 20 seconds. Please find the information using the link above. The 
meeting recording and minutes will be posted on the City of Norwalk website within seven (7) days after the meeting.  

 

Members of the public who wish to provide public comment are encouraged to submit those via email in advance of the 
meeting. For these comments to be read into the record, they should be submitted at least three hours in advance of the 
meeting start time. Please email Donna King at dking@norwalkct.org to provide written public comment prior to the meeting.  

 
I. ROLL CALL       
 
II. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES              
 
             Regular Meeting:     October 12, 2021 
                         
III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION          
                           
IV. MAYOR 
 

A. RESIGNATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS 
               
  MAYOR’S REMARKS:    
 
 V. COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
 

A. GENERAL COUNCIL BUSINESS:   
 
        1.  Discussion regarding litigation titled, City of Norwalk and City of Norwalk Redevelopment Agency vs. ILSR 
 Owners, LLC and Wall St Opportunity Fund, LLC, which is currently pending in the Stamford-Norwalk Judicial 
 District at Stamford.                        EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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B.   CONSENT CALENDAR:  

 
VI. REPORTS:  DEPARTMENTS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 
      A.    CORPORATION COUNSEL 
 
       1.    Authorization to Settle Claim: City of Norwalk v. Old Republic Surety Company (bond claim for Project No. 3989) 
                     EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
VII.   COMMON COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
 
 A.   RECREATION, PARKS AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
  
       1. Authorize the Mayor, Harry W. Rilling, to execute an Agreement between the City of Norwalk and Race Coastal 
 Engineering for Professional Engineering Services for the Design and Permitting for the Replacement of the 
 Veterans Memorial Park Public Marina Docks, for a sum not to exceed $95,898.00. 
   
   Account No.  0922-6030-577- C0367.  
 
        2. Authorize Purchasing Agent, Sharon Conners, to execute a Purchase Order with M. E. O’Brien & Sons for the 
 Oyster Shell Park Playground, poured in place surfacing for a sum not to exceed $75,320.00. 
   
   Account No.  0922-6030-5777-C0364. 
 
      B.   FINANCE AND CLAIMS COMMITTEE 
  
 1. Accept and Approve the Report of the Claims Committee Dated: October 14, 2021 
 
 2. For informational purposes only: Narrative on Tax Collections Dated: October 14, 2021. 
 
 3. For informational purposes only: Monthly Tax Collector’s Report Dated: September 2021  
 
 4. Resolution: Approve a Special Capital Appropriation in the amount of $650,000 to repair damage to the Rowayton 
  Avenue Bridge over Keeler Brook and authorize the issuance of general obligation bonds or notes of the City in an 
  amount not to exceed $650,000 to finance said capital appropriation.  Capital Project #0921-4021-5777-C0315. 
 
  C.   ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
   1. Approve the following revisions/amendments to the following City Code sections: 
    • Chapter 112 Trees and Shrubs, Sections 112-1, 112-2, 112-3, 112-4, 112-5, 112-6, 112-7, 112-8, 112-9, 
   112-10, 112-11, 112-12, 112-13, 112-14, and 112-15. 
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  D.   PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
  
 1a.  Authorize the Mayor, Harry W. Rilling, to execute any and all documents necessary to convey permanent  
  construction and maintenance easements of 5,564± sq. ft. and 257± sq. ft. as show on  the 10 Water Street Map. 
  See enclosed Memorandum of Assistant Corporation Counsel. Darin L. Callahan dated October 22, 2021.  
 
 1b. Referral of item 1.a. to the Planning Commission for a Report and Recommended Action pursuant Conn Gen. 
       Stat. § 8-24. 
 
 1c. Authorize the Mayor, Harry W. Rilling, to execute any and all documents necessary to convey temporary  
       construction and access easement of 4,258± sq. ft. as show on the 4 Water Street Map. See enclosed  
       Memorandum of Assistant Corporation Counsel. Darin L. Callahan dated October 22, 2021.  
 
 1d. Referral of item 1.a. to the Planning Commission for a Report and Recommended Action pursuant Conn Gen. 
  Stat. § 8-24. 
 
 1e. Authorize the Mayor, Harry W. Rilling, to execute any and all documents necessary to convey three permanent 
  wetland mitigation easements of 8,022 sq. ft., 6,838 sq. ft., and 4,009 sq. ft. each, together with three temporary 
  access easements of 6,871 sq. ft., 2,022 sq. ft., and 15,315 sq. ft. each, and a temporary 7,014 sq. ft. construction 
  easement as show on North Water/Crescent Street Map. See enclosed Memorandum of Assistant Corporation 
  Counsel. Darin L. Callahan dated October 22, 2021.  
 
 1f.   Referral of item 1.a. to the Planning Commission for a Report and Recommended Action pursuant Conn Gen. 
  Stat. § 8-24.  
     
  IX.      MOTIONS POSTPONED TO A SPECIFIC DATE 
   
  X.      SUSPENSION OF RULES 
 
  XI.     ADJOURNMENT   



City of Norwalk 
Common Council 
October 12, 2021 
Page 1 
Via Teleconference 

COMMON COUNCIL  OCTOBER 12,  2021 
NORWALK, CONNECTICUT VIA TELECONFERENCE 

ALL COMMON COUNCIL ACTIONS TAKEN AT THIS MEETING TO 
APPROVE EXPENDITURES AND CONTRACTS OR TO ACCEPT BIDS AND 
OTHER PROPOSALS REQUIRING THE EXPENDITURE OF CITY FUNDS 
ARE SUBJECT TO THE AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS 

To allow public access, anyone may access a meeting by telephone, Zoom, and/or the 
City of Norwalk YouTube channel. Specific instructions and links can be found at 
norwalkct.org/meetings. 

Members of the public can call in and listen to a meeting. They will not be able to speak 
or see any of the meeting participants. Each meeting will use a unique Meeting/Webinar 
ID. Please find the information using the link above. 

Members of the public who wish to provide "live comments" will need to register in 
advance and use the Zoom meeting platform. All participants will be muted upon 
entering the meeting. To speak, click the “raise your hand indicator” and you will called 
on by the host of the meeting during the public comment section. Please find the 
information using the link above. 

Members of the public who wish to view the meeting, but are not participating, can view 
a live stream on the City of Norwalk YouTube channel. This stream is delayed by 
approximately 20 seconds. Please find the information using the link above. The meeting 
recording and minutes will be posted on the City of Norwalk website within seven (7) 
days after the meeting. 

Members of the public who wish to provide public comment are encouraged to submit 
those via email in advance of the meeting. For these comments to be read into the record, 
they should be submitted at least three hours in advance of the meeting start time. Please 
email Donna King at dking@norwalkct.org to provide written public comment prior to 
the meeting. 

Mayor Rilling called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m. and led the Assembly in reciting 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 

I. ROLL CALL

Ms. King called the Roll. 

At Roll Call the following Common Council members were present: 

II
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Council at Large: Mr. Gregory Burnett  Ms. Dominique Johnson 
Mr. Nicholas Sacchinelli Ms. Barbara Smyth 

     
    
District A:  Mr. David Heuvelman Mr. Kadeem Roberts  
 
District B:  Ms. Darlene Young  Ms. Diana Revolus 
 
District C:  Mr. John Kydes     
 
District D:  Mr. George Tsiranides Mr. Tom Keegan 
 
District E:  Mr. Thomas Livingston  Ms. Lisa Shanahan 
 
At Roll Call there were thirteen (13)  Common Council members present and two (2) 
absent Mr. Langella and Mr. Theodoridis).  A Quorum was present. 
 
Also present were Mayor Harry Rilling, City Clerk, Donna King and Corporation 
Counsel, Mario Coppola. 
 

II. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
  
Regular Meeting: September 28, 2021  
 
** MS. SHANAHAN MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AS 

SUBMITTED 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
No members of the public wished to speak his evening. 
 

IV. MAYOR 
 
A. RESIGNATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS 
 
RESIGNATIONS:  There were none this evening. 
 
APPOINTMENTS:  There were none this evening. 
 
REAPPOINTMENTS: There were none this evening. 
 
 



City of Norwalk 
Common Council 
October 12, 2021 
Page 3 
Via Teleconference 
 

MAYOR’S REMARKS:  
 
Mayor Rilling announced that Sept. 15 to Oct. 15, 2021 is Hispanic Heritage Month. It 
celebrates the Hispanic community’s culture and contributions to our city. In addition, 
September 15th is Independence Day for several Hispanic countries.  
 
More than 68% of Norwalk residents of all ages are fully vaccinated, making Norwalk 
one of the highest fully vaccinated populations of any large city in CT. COVID-19 
vaccines continue to be offered to the community. For more information, visit 
norwalkct.org/vaccine.  
 
Starting October 13, 2021, free COVID-19 testing will be held at Veteran’s Park – five 
days a week -  instead of Roton Middle School. For the latest schedule and updates, visit 
norwalkct.org/testing. On October 16, 2021, a gun buyback event will be held at the 
Norwalk Police Department. Collected firearms will be disassembled, melted down and 
transformed into 
gardening tools.  
 
The Mayor congratulated the Health Department for receiving the Family & Children’s 
Agency’s William O. Murphy Family Strengthening Award.  
 
Chief of Staff, Laoise King and City Chiefs gave a presentation about the $39 million 
Norwalk is receiving from the American Rescue Plan and gave an overview of their plans 
for the various projects.  A copy of the presentation will be sent to the Common Council 
members.  Mayor Rilling thanked the team for their presentation and said that the plan is 
meant to be flexible and fluid.  
 
Lastly, Mayor announced that today, he received, with regret, City Clerk, Donna King’s 
retirement and thanked her for her service to the City. Several Common Council 
members echoed the Mayor’s sentiments. 
 

V. COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
 
A. GENERAL COUNCIL BUSINESS: 
 
Mr. Sacchinelli announced that this evening’s Consent Calendar would be read by Mr. 
Tsiranides.  
 
B. CONSENT CALENDAR:  
 
** MR. TSIRANIDES MOVED THE FOLLOWING CONSENT CALENDAR: 
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VI.A.1, VII.A.1, VII.A.2, VII.B.1, VII.B.4, VII.B.5, VII.B.6A, VII.B.6B, 
VII.B.9, VII.B.10, VII.C.1, VII.C.2, VII.C.3A, VII.C.3B, VII.C.4, VII.C.5A, 
VII.C.5B, VII.D.1, VII.D.2 
 
VI. REPORTS: DEPARTMENTS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 
A. CORPORATION COUNSEL 
 
1. AUTHORIZATION FOR DISCUSSION: SETTLEMENT: NIKKA 
TURNER V. CITY OF NORWALK BOARD OF EDUCATION. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
VII. COMMON COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
 
A. COMMUNITY SERVICES AND PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
 
1. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO EXECUTE 
ANY AND ALL DOCUMENTS NECESSARY TO ACCEPT GRANT 
FUNDS FROM THE RITTER FOUNDATION AND PER AND ASTRID 
HEIDENREICH FAMILY FOUNDATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $50,000 
EACH TO SUPPORT THE FAMILY NAVIGATOR PROGRAM FOR THE 
PERIOD OCTOBER 1, 2021 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2022.  
 
2. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO EXECUTE 
ANY AND ALL AGREEMENTS, DOCUMENTS, INSTRUMENTS, OR 
AMENDMENTS AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT THE 
FAMILY NAVIGATOR PROGRAM GRANT FOR THE PERIOD 
OCTOBER 1, 2021 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2022.  
 
B. PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
 
1. APPROVE TO INCREASE THE FEE FOR PROPOSED 
ADJUSTMENTS TO THE PUBLIC WORKS RATES AND FEES SET BY 
THE DEPARTMENT OF OPERATIONS AND PUBLIC WORKS FEE 
SCHEDULE AS PER ATTACHED.  
 
4. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO EXECUTE A 
FIFTH AMENDMENT TO THE AUGUST 28, 2007 AGREEMENT FOR 
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES BETWEEN THE CITY OF 
NORWALK AND A. DICESARE ASSOCIATES, P.C., REGARDING THE 
EAST AVENUE RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT, FOR AN AMOUNT 
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NOT TO EXCEED $95,000.00 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
ATTACHED SCOPE OF SERVICES DATED SEPTEMBER 27, 2021. 
ACCOUNT NO. 09 12 4021 5777 C0471 
09 22 4021 5777 C0471  
 
5. AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASING AGENT TO ISSUE A PURCHASE 
ORDER TO WASTEQUIP, FOR THE PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION 
OF ONE (1) COMPACTOR AT THE NORWALK TRANSFER STATION, 
FOR A SUM NOT TO EXCEED $233,565.67 THROUGH SOURCEWELL 
AWARDED CONTRACT # 040621-WQI, CITY OF NORWALK ID #97613. 
ACCOUNT NO. 09 15 4031 5777 C0515 
09 16 4031 5777 C0515 
09 21 4031 5777 C0515 
09 22 4021 5777 C0798  
 
6A. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO EXECUTE 
AN AGREEMENT WITH DEERING CONSTRUCTION INC., FOR 
PROJECT RD2021-2 CONCRETE CURB AND SIDEWALKS AT 
VARIOUS LOCATIONS, FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 
$2,591,861.35, WITH AN OPTION TO EXTEND FOR TWO (2) 
ADDITIONAL TERMS OF ONE (1) YEAR EACH. 
ACCOUNT NO. 09 22 4021 5777 C0021 
09 22 4021 5777 C0318 
09 22 4021 5777 C0503  
 
6B. AUTHORIZE THE CHIEF OF OPERATIONS AND PUBLIC WORKS 
TO EXECUTE ORDERS ON CONTRACT WITH DEERING 
CONSTRUCTION INC., FOR PROJECT RD2021-2 CONCRETE CURB 
AND SIDEWALKS AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS, FOR AN AMOUNT NOT 
TO EXCEED $259,186.14. 
ACCOUNT NO. 09 22 4021 5777 C0021 
09 22 4021 5777 C0503 
09 22 4021 5777 C0318  
 
9. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO EXECUTE A 
SECOND AMENDMENT TO THE ORIGINAL AGREEMENT(S) WITH 
H.W. LOCHNER FOR DESIGN AND COORDINATION SERVICES 
DATED SEPTEMBER 29, 2016 IN CONNECTION WITH WALK BRIDGE 
PROGRAM (STATE PROJECT NOS. 201-0176, 301-0188, 301-0187, 102-
297, 301-180) FOR A TOTAL SUM NOT TO EXCEED $260,179.49 – 
STATE’S SHARE. ACCOUNT NO. 100% STATE REIMBURSABLE 09 18 
4062 5799 C0613  
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10. AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASING AGENT TO ISSUE A PURCHASE 
ORDER TO FREIGHTLINER OF HARTFORD, EAST HARTFORD, CT. 
FOR THE PURCHASE OF ONE (1) 2023 M2 106 FREIGHTLINER PLOW 
TRUCK FOR A SUM NOT TO EXCEED $176,474.20. ACCOUNT NO. 09 
22 4031 5777 C0313  
 
C. LAND USE AND BUILDING MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 
1. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO EXECUTE A 
LOCATION AGREEMENT WITH BH PHONE COMPANY FOR THE 
FILMING AND PRODUCTION OF MR. HARRIGAN’S PHONE AT THE 
LOCKWOOD MATHEWS MANSION MUSEUM.  
 
 2. AUTHORIZE THE HISTORICAL COMMISSION TO EXECUTE 
CHANGE ORDERS ON CONTRACT WITH PINNACLE DESIGN BUILD, 
LLC FOR THE MILL HILL JAIL AND BARN SITE ACCESSIBILITY 
ALTERNATION PROJECT – PHASE 2 BY INCREASING THE CHANGE 
ORDER ALLOWANCE FROM $33,464.54 TO $57,000.00 ACCT. 
#09196310 5799 C0374, 09196310 5777 C0430 AND 09216310 
5777 C0521  
 
3A. AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASING DEPARTMENT TO ISSUE 
PURCHASE ORDER(S) TO VISTA HIGHER LEARNING FOR DIGITAL 
LICENSING FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOLS ONLINE 
CURRICULA MATERIALS AND TEXTBOOKS FOR A TOTAL NOT TO 
EXCEED $152,425.00. ACCT. #09215010-5777-C0609  
 
3B. AUTHORIZE A CONTINGENCY ALLOWANCE IN THE AMOUNT 
NOT TO EXCEED $8,000 IN THE EVENT OF ORDER ADJUSTMENTS. 
 
4. AUTHORIZE THE OFFICE OF BUILDING MANAGEMENT TO 
EXECUTE A CHANGE ORDER ON CONTRACT WITH GUARDIAN 
SERVICE INDUSTRIES INC. TO PROVIDE PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
AND LABORS NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT PHASE I OF THE 
MIDDLE SCHOOL BATHROOM RENOVATION PROJECT FOR THE 
SUMMER OF 2021 FOR AN ADDITIONAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 
$22,000.00. FUNDS 
ARE AVAILABLE IN CAPITAL BUDGET ACCOUNT #09225010 5777 
C0807  
 
5A. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO EXECUTE 
AN AGREEMENT WITH GLOBAL HILL CONSTRUCTION CORP. CT, 
FOR THE RENOVATION OF RESTROOMS LOCATED IN THE 
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GROUND FLOOR OF THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT BUILDING FOR A 
TOTAL NOT TO EXCEED $31,869.00. FUNDS ARE AVAILABLE FROM 
ACCOUNT #0921 7100 5777 C0645  
 
5B. AUTHORIZE THE OFFICE OF BUILDING MANAGEMENT TO 
ISSUE CHANGE ORDERS ON THE CONTRACT FOR A TOTAL NOT 
TO EXCEED $3,186.00  
 
D. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
1. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO EXECUTE 
ALL DOCUMENTS TO INCREASE THE CONTRACT AMOUNT FOR 
MARKETING SERVICES BETWEEN THE CITY OF NORWALK AND 
DORENBURG KALLENBACH ADVERTISING, LLC, FIFTY 
THOUSAND DOLLARS ($50,000)  TO EXECUTE AN ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT FOCUSED MARKETING CAMPAIGN AND WEBSITE. 
ACCOUNT. NO. 0921 3780 5777 C0781  
 
2. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO EXECUTE A 
CONTRACT WITH STUDIO 162, LLC (LAUREN CLAYTON) TO 
COMPLETE TWO MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. CORRIDOR ART 
INSTALLATIONS IN A TOTAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $26,500. 
ACCOUNT NO. 0921 1450 5777 C0792  

 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY BY ROLL CALL VOTE (MR. 

BURNETT; MS. JOHNSON; MR. SACCHINELLI; MS. SMYTH; MR. 
HEUVELMAN; MR. ROBERTS; MS. REVOLUS; MS. YOUNG; MR. 
KYDES; MR. KEEGAN; MR. TSIRANIDES; MR. LIVINGSTON; MS. 
SHANAHAN) 

 
VII. COMMON COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

 
B. PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
 
** MR. TSIRANIDES MOVED TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED SANITARY 

SEWER EXTENSION AT 174 – 176 BOUTON STREET TO PROVIDE 
SANITARY SEWER SERVICE FOR 5 PARCELS. THROUGH 
TECHNICAL ANALYSES, IT WAS CONFIRMED THAT THE CITY’S 
SANITARY SEWER COLLECTION SYSTEM AND WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT PLANT CAN ACCOMMODATE THE ADDITIONAL 
SANITARY SEWER FLOW GENERATED FROM THE PROPOSED 
CONNECTIONS. THE PROPOSED SANITARY SEWER EXTENSION 
SHALL BE CONSTRUCTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH DPW AND 
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WPCA SANITARY SEWER PERMIT PROCESS AND SANITARY 
SEWER MAIN EXTENSION POLICY (ADOPTED JULY 7, 2021) AND BE 
REFERRED BACK TO THE WPCA BOARD FOR FINAL 
ACCEPTANCE.  

 
Mr. Carr gave an overview of the process and added that the staff have no objection to 
his.  There is no downstream impact from this project or impact to the Waste Water 
Treatment Plan from this project.  
 
Attorney Liz Suchy represented the applicant and said they will abide by any 
requirements.  The materials will be stored in an area that is reasonably near the site and 
will be secured. Ms. Revolus requested that no equipment be left overnight and that the 
road will not be obstructed.  
 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
Due to a potential conflict of interest, Mr. Kydes and Mr. Tsiranides recused themselves 
from voting on the following item.  
 
** MR. LIVINGSTON MOVED TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED SANITARY 

SEWER EXTENSION AT 238 WEST ROCKS ROAD TO PROVIDE 
SANITARY SEWER SERVICE FOR THE ST. GEORGE GREEK 
ORTHODOX CHURCH AND POTENTIAL 12 PARCELS ADJACENT TO 
THE PROPOSED EXTENSION. THROUGH TECHNICAL ANALYSES, 
IT WAS CONFIRMED THAT THE CITY’S SANITARY SEWER 
COLLECTION SYSTEM AND WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 
CAN ACCOMMODATE THE ADDITIONAL SANITARY SEWER FLOW 
GENERATED FROM THE PROPOSED CONNECTIONS. THE 
PROPOSED SANITARY SEWER EXTENSION SHALL BE 
CONSTRUCTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH DPW AND WPCA 
SANITARY SEWER PERMIT PROCESS AND SANITARY SEWER MAIN 
EXTENSION POLICY (ADOPTED JULY 7, 2021) AND BE REFERRED 
BACK TO THE WPCA BOARD FOR FINAL ACCEPTANCE.  

 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
** MR. TSIRANIDES MOVED TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. 

RILLING, TO EXECUTE A THIRD AMENDMENT TO THE WOODARD 
& CURRAN AGREEMENT DATED AUGUST 12, 2019, TO PROVIDE 
ON-CALL PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE 
STORM DRAINAGE SYSTEM EVALUATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SCOPE OF SERVICES TASK ORDER 1G “STORM SEWER 
HYDROLOGIC/HYDRAULIC STUDY” ON GLENDENNING STREET 
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DATED SEPTEMBER 30, 2021 (COPY OF INCLUDED) FOR A SUM NOT 
TO EXCEED $191,000.00. 
ACCOUNT NO. 09 18 4027 5777 C0440 
09 21 4021 5777 C0440 
09 22 4021 5777 C0440  

 
Mr. Tsiranides said that it has been very hard for the residents in Norwalk.  He added that 
he is very familiar with Glendenning Street.  He said the City is paying attention. Mr. 
Keegan thanked his colleagues for listing to the residents who have been adversely 
impacted for a number of years. 
 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
** MR. TSIRANIDES MOVED TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. 

RILLING, TO EXECUTE A THIRD AMENDMENT TO THE WOODARD 
& CURRAN AGREEMENT DATED AUGUST 12, 2019, TO PROVIDE 
ON-CALL PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE 
STORM DRAINAGE SYSTEM EVALUATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SCOPE OF SERVICES TASK ORDER 1H “STORM SEWER 
HYDROLOGIC/HYDRAULIC STUDY” ON GLENWOOD AVENUE 
DATED SEPTEMBER 30, 2021 (COPY OF INCLUDED) FOR A SUM NOT 
TO EXCEED  201,500.00. 
ACCOUNT NO. 09 18 4027 5777 C0440 
09 21 4021 5777 C0440 
09 22 4021 5777 C0440  

 
Mr. Tsiranides said they know the strain the residents and the community are under.  He 
thanked Mayor Rilling and the staff.  
 
Ms. Revolus asked if they paid attention to land displacement.  Ms. Valdares, Principal 
Engineer explained they have a manual for every new construction project and in that 
manual is a drainage plan.  Every new construction is required to hold water on the 
property and every parcel has to hold water up to a 100 year storm.  
 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
  
** MR. TSIRANIDES MOVED TO approve the revisions to the City of Norwalk 
Department of Public Works Standard Detail Drawing – “Historical Lights, Light Poles, 
Light Pole Foundations and Conduit Trenching": a) incorporating the new proposed 40 
Watt, 2700 Kelvin "William & Mary" style, Dark-Sky compliant fixture that South 
Norwalk Electric and Water is proposing within the Second Taxing District; b) for the 
other districts all new ornamental lightning fixtures should be Dark-Sky compliant with 
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lumen levels not to exceed recommended IES standards of 2700 Kelvin or 3000 Kelvin 
for color temperature.  
 
Mr. Tsiranides reviewed the project and said that it was being funded by SNEW.  There 
is no cost to the City of Norwalk. Mr. Huth, CEO and General Manager of SNEW 
reviewed the scope of the project and said the existing lighting needed to be replaced.   
 
Mr. David Westmoreland, Chair, SNEW said the lights will make a huge difference in 
South Norwalk.  The lighting will be improved, but will not reduce the amount of light on 
the street.   Various Councilmembers spoke in support of this project.  
 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY  
 

IX. MOTIONS POSTPONED TO A SPECIFIC DATE 
 

There were none this evening. 
 

X. SUSPENSION OF RULES 
 
There were none this evening. 

 
XI. ADJOURNMENT 

 
** MS. YOUNG MOVED TO ADJOURN 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
There was no further business, and the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
ATTEST:___________________________ 
  Donna King, City Clerk 



REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL #4154 

ELECTRONIC DUE: SEPTEMBER 17, 20212:00 PM 
HARD COPY DUE: SEPTEMBER 21, 20212:00 PM 

CITY OF NORWALK 

DESIGN D PER 
OF VETERAN'S EMOR 

DOCKS 

COASTAL ENGINEERING 

FOR REPLACEl\i1ENT 
PARK PUBLIC 

PROPOSAL RESPONSE PREPARED BY: 

RACE Coastal Engineering, LLC 
611 Access Road 
Stratford, CT 06615 
P. (203) 377-0663
F. (203) 375-6561
www.racecoastal.com

CONTACT: 

Devin Santa, PE, SECB 
RACE Coastal Engineering 
(203) 377-0663
devin@racecoastal.com 
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 To:        Mayor Harry Rilling; Board of Estimate and Taxation; Finance & Claims Committee 
 From:   Lisa Biagiarelli, Tax Collector 

          Date:   October 8, 2021 
          Re:       Narrative for September 2021 Tax Collector’s Report  
 
As of the end of September 2021, representing the first three months of the fiscal year, we collected nearly $188  
million against our $350 million adjusted levy, or 53.63%.  We also collected 50.47% of our sewer use levy, more 
than $8 million, and 79.51% of the Industrial Pretreatment Program (IPP) fee billing on behalf of the WPCA.   
 
Compared with the prior fiscal year, we ended the month of September 2021 ahead with regard to taxes (3.52%), 
sewer use (0.89%), and the IPP fee (12.11%).  This follows the trend of the first two months of this fiscal year.  
Again, recall that last year was an odd year; it isn’t meaningful to make comparisons, since last year, the City gave 
taxpayers until October 1 to pay what normally is payable by August 1.  

 
With regard to prior years’ collections, through the end of September 2021, we show a net collection more than 
$2.5 million since July 1, 2021.  This amount is approaching $1 million more than what we collected during the 
first quarter of the prior fiscal year, and is attributable to the tax sale that is scheduled for October 18, 2021.    
 
We continue to make progress toward the sale, which is a week from this coming Monday.  As of today, we have  
collected in excess of $7.5 million since November 2019 on properties originally slated for tax sale.  We have 
fewer than 30 properties remaining in the sale.  This sale was put on hold in the spring of 2020 due to COVID 19, 
and has been rescheduled several times.  More than 220 of the accounts have since been paid in full.   
Information on the tax sale, as well as a brief synopsis of the bidding process, can be viewed online here  
City of Norwalk Tax Sale 2021 (arcgis.com) 
 
This website provides information about the properties, including recent photographs; allows users to download 
field cards with property information; and shows the locations of the properties on a map, among other features.  
I am grateful to the city I.T. Department for providing me with this website / application, which is unique among 
Connecticut municipal taxing entities.   It is useful, customer friendly, and comprehensive.   
 
We have also posted display boards in the lobby of City Hall with photographs of the properties and other 
information in order to publicize the sale.  A series of six legal notices concerning the sale has been published in 
the newspaper.  We continue to do mailings in compliance with the state laws governing tax sales.   The tax sale is 
a public auction. Anyone who is interested is welcome to attend.  More information, as well as details and 
instructions on applicable COVID-19 compliance, will be provided next week.  The Tax Collector’s office will close 
at 2 pm on Monday, October 18, in order to move our operations to the Concert Hall and prepare for the sale.   
 
Our budgeted collection goals for the recently concluded fiscal year, as well as for the new fiscal year ending 
2022, are both predicated on the infusion of revenue generated by the tax sale.  Maintaining high current and 
back tax collection rates promotes budgetary stability and allows the Board of Estimate and Taxation to set lower  
 

CITY OF NORWALK, DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 
Tax Collector’s Office  
 
P: 203-854-7731 / F: 203-854-7770 

125 East Avenue  Room 105 
Norwalk, Connecticut   06851 
www.norwalkct.org   

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/1fecdd4ac2c145b88567236f400927a1
http://www.norwalkct.org/


 
 
mill rates for all taxpayers.  A higher current collection rate enables less of an allowance for “uncollectible” taxes, 
and correspondingly lower mill rates.  
 
We issued delinquent notices, called “demand” notices, at the beginning of last month, to accounts with balances 
due on the July 2021 installment.  Our next billing will occur next month, in November 2021, when we issue 
notices for the second installment, which will be due January 1, 2022 and payable by February 1, 2022.   
 
I hope to get the second installment bills in the mail by the second week of December, but need to coordinate 
with the Office of the Assessor to work according to their schedule.  They are involved with motor vehicle pricing 
and other details that affect pro-rated supplemental motor vehicle bills for vehicles newly registered after 
October 1, 2020 – those vehicles are billed on January 1, 2022.  The Assessor’s office relies on the state DMV to 
supply information to them.  All of these factors potentially affect when we will be able to mail our second 
installment bills.  I will keep everybody up to date on our progress and on any potential issues.   
 
Our office is still short staffed, as we still have a vacancy in our cashier position.  We have been working with the 
Personnel and Labor Relations department, and since last month’s report we have interviewed a number of 
candidates.  We anticipate filling that position within the next several months.  Our hours remain Monday 
through Friday, from 8:30 am to 4 pm.   No appointment is needed, and we do not close for lunch.   We also 
continue to offer other payments options, including on line payment, pay-by-phone, and paying by mail.   
 
We expect our tax sale to begin at 4 pm after interested bidders are registered.  Bidder registration begins at 3 
pm.  All of you are welcome to attend, if only to see how they operate.   You are free to come and go, and there 
are usually other spectators.  If there are any questions about the sale or any of our operations, please reach out 
to me.   
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Chapter 112. Trees and Shrubs 

§ 112-1. Purpose.

The purpose of this chapter is to protect, preserve and ensure the proper maintenance of trees 
and shrubs along public streets and rights-of-way, parks and other properties in the City of 
Norwalk and to provide for new trees and shrubs to be planted for the benefit of present and 
future generations. Trees and shrubs provide important benefits to the City and its residents, 
including the beautification of City streets and neighborhoods, the reduction of urban heat 
islands, an improvement in air and water quality, and the enhancement of property values. 
Trees and shrubs provide oxygen, impede soil erosion, aid water absorption and the mitigation 
of stormwater, ameliorate against potential flooding, and absorb CO2, other pollutants, and 
breathable particulate matter. Furthermore, trees and shrubs provide shade, screening, privacy, 
and aesthetic appeal, absorb and lessen impacts from winds, act as natural noise barriers, and 
support habitat for wildlife.  

The intent of this chapter is to maintain and grow the Norwalk’s urban forest, maintain trees 
and shrubs in a healthy condition, protect existing trees and shrubs, and mitigate losses and 
damage to the City’s trees and shrubs. 

§ 112-2. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 

ALTER means to take action by removing branches or by filling, surfacing, grading, 
compacting, channeling or changing the drainage pattern of the soil surrounding any Tree or 
Shrub in a manner that threatens to diminish the vigor of the Tree or Shrub. The term “alter” 
does not include normal seasonal Pruning of a Tree or Shrub necessary for normal growth or 
for the maintenance of sight lines.  

ASSESSED VALUE means the dollar value of a Tree or Shrub as determined by the 
Tree Warden using the most current edition of the ‘Guide for Plant Appraisal,’ published by 
the International Society of Arboriculture, Urbana, Illinois. 

BEST INTEREST is a determination based on a review of all relevant factors, 
including, but not limited to, the preservation of Trees and Shrubs, the impact on the 
streetscape, the maintenance of an effective Tree canopy, the importance of the particular 
Tree or Shrub, the health of the Tree or Shrub, and the overall impact that the loss of the Tree 
or Shrub would have on the health, safety, and welfare of the general public and on the City’s 
urban forest. 

CITY TREE means any Tree in a Public Place and, depending on the relevant facts, 
may include a Streetscape Tree.  

CITY SHRUB means a Shrub in a Public Place. 

VII.C
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DAMAGE means to act in a manner to jeopardize a Tree or Shrub’s health or cause its 

appearance to be defaced. Actions that constitute Damage include but are not limited to: 
posting bills; hanging streamers and/or decorations; driving any objects into a Tree or Shrub; 
carving the bark of a Tree or Shrub; digging/excavating/paving and/or parking a motor 
vehicle within the Drip Line in a way that affects the root system; painting a Tree or Shrub; 
setting fire to a Tree or Shrub; or allowing harmful substances to come in contact with a Tree 
or Shrub.  

 
DBH (DIAMETER AT BREAST HEIGHT) means the diameter of a Tree at fifty-four 

inches above grade as indicated by the United States Forest Service method.  
 
DRIP LINE means a conceptual line along the ground that conforms to the perimeter of 

the crown of the Tree and projects vertically to the ground.  
 
HAZARDOUS SHRUB means a Shrub that is likely to create hazardous conditions on 

roadways or sidewalks or to cause imminent danger to the health, safety and/or welfare of the 
general public, public property, private property or utility wires or other infrastructure. 
 

HAZARDOUS TREE means a Tree that is likely to create hazardous conditions on 
roadways or sidewalks or to cause imminent danger to the health, safety and/or welfare of the 
general public, public property, private property or utility wires or other infrastructure. 
 

LAND USE REGULATORY AUTHORITY means any body or authority responsible 
for the regulation of land use in the City of Norwalk including, but not limited to, the 
Conservation Commission, the Planning and Zoning Commission and the Zoning Board of 
Appeals. 

 
LEGACY TREE means any Tree as determined by the Tree Advisory Committee to be 

of unique and intrinsic value to the general public because of its size, age, historic association, 
ecological importance or aesthetic value. 

  
MASTER TREE PLAN means a document prepared by the Tree Advisory Committee 

pursuant to the chapter.  
 
PERSON means any individual, firm, partnership, association, company, trust, 

corporation, or organization of any kind.  
 
PRUNING (TRIMMING) means to cut off or remove dead or living parts or branches 

of a Tree or Shrub performed by an arborist licensed in the State of Connecticut. 
 
PUBLIC PLACE means any space owned and/or controlled by the City of Norwalk, 

including, but not limited to, the Right-Of-Way, property operated or controlled by the 
Norwalk Board of Education or the Norwalk Housing Authority and any space in a City park.  
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PUBLIC UTILITY, or language of similar import, means “Public service company” as 
defined in Connecticut General Statutes § 16-1(a)(3), as the same may be amended from time 
to time.  

 
REMOVE means to cut down a Tree or Shrub or to take any other action that will, in the 

sole and absolute judgment of the Tree Warden, cause a Tree or Shrub to die within a five-
year period. 

 
REQUIRED TREE means any Tree required to be planted or maintained as part of an 

approval by any Land Use Regulatory Authority or under the terms of any deed, easement, 
agreement or other document relating to the sale, lease or other disposition of any property 
owned by the City or any municipal body or authority. 

 
RIGHT-OF-WAY means the area between the street lines reserved for the street 

(paved/sidewalk area) and the adjacent property that abuts the City street and is owned and/or 
controlled by the City of Norwalk. 

 
SHRUB means woody plants, usually branched from the base, generally less than fifteen 

feet tall when mature. 
 
STREETSCAPE TREE means any Tree or Shrub on public and/or private property 

with a base that originates, in whole or in part, in the  Right-of-Way,  and, in the sole and 
absolute judgment and/or discretion of the Tree Warden, serves as part of the tree line of a 
street.  

 
STREETSCAPE TREE INVENTORY means a recording of the size, condition, 

location, and species of all Streetscape Trees and of all planting locations without a Tree that 
could reasonably accommodate a Streetscape Tree.  

 
TREE means any living woody, self-supporting plant that has a defined stem(s) with a 

DBH of at least two inches using the United States Forest Service method of determination.  
 
§ 112-3. Tree Warden. 
 
A. The Chief of Operations and Public Works shall designate a Tree Warden and may 

designate one or more Deputy Tree Wardens. 
 

B. The Tree Warden is hereby authorized to administer and enforce this chapter. The Tree 
Warden shall have the powers, duties and authorization prescribed in the Connecticut 
Public Shade Tree Statutes, particularly Connecticut General Statutes §§ 23-58, 23-59, 23-
60 and 23-65, as the same may be amended from time to time, and those powers and 
duties as described in this chapter. The Tree Warden shall have full power and authority 
over all Trees and Shrubs located within Public Places and, to the extent provided herein, 
on private property. 
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C. The Tree Warden shall prepare all permits, procedures, and documents necessary under 
this chapter and shall maintain accurate records of all activities conducted. Upon request, 
but no less frequently than annually, the Tree Warden shall provide a report on such 
activities to the Mayor and the Common Council. 

 
D. The Tree Warden shall be advised by the Tree Advisory Committee established pursuant 

to this chapter and shall be an ex officio non-voting member of such committee. 
 

E. The Tree Warden, or his, her or their designee, shall determine whether any specific plant 
shall be considered a Tree or Shrub and whether a Tree or Shrub is a Hazardous Tree or 
Hazardous Shrub, and is hereby authorized to Remove or Prune the same in accordance 
with this chapter and the Connecticut General Statutes.  

 
F. The Tree Warden shall determine the Assessed Value of any Tree or Shrub for purposes 

of this chapter.  
 

G. The Tree Warden shall conduct or cause to be conducted an assessment of the Tree 
canopy of Norwalk, which may include a description of the Tree canopy and a description 
of the extent and condition of Trees in Norwalk, including those on private property, in 
parks, and other Public Places. This assessment of the Tree canopy may include a 
Streetscape Tree Inventory. When completed, such assessment shall be available to the 
public and shall be updated at least every ten years.  

 
H. The Tree Warden shall have the authority to issue citations for violations of this chapter.  
 
I. Removal of a City Tree, City Shrub or Required Tree shall be permitted only if authorized 

by the Tree Warden or his, her or their designee.  
 

J. The Tree Warden shall recommend a budget for expending the annually available funds in 
the Norwalk Tree Account pursuant to this chapter.  
 

§ 112-4. Tree Advisory Committee. 
 
A. The Tree Advisory Committee shall be composed of five members nominated by the 

Mayor and approved by the Common Council. The Mayor shall designate one of the five 
members as Chair. Each member of the Tree Advisory Committee shall be appointed for a 
term of three years, and terms shall be staggered. The terms of the initial members shall be 
as follows: two members with terms to expire July 1, 2003; one member with a term to 
expire July 1, 2004; and two members with terms to expire July 1, 2005. Thereafter, the 
terms for all members shall be for three years commencing on July 2nd. If a member shall 
for any reason cease to serve as such in advance of the end of his, her or their term, a 
replacement shall be appointed to complete such term in the manner prescribed in this 
section. Members shall serve without compensation. The Tree Warden and the Director of 
Planning and Zoning, or his, her or their designee, shall serve as an ex officio nonvoting 
members of the Tree Advisory Committee. 
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B. The duties of the Tree Advisory Committee shall include, but not be limited to: advising 
the Tree Warden, the Common Council, and the Mayor on Tree and Shrub-related issues 
in the City and promoting awareness of Tree and Shrub care, Norwalk’s arboreal heritage, 
and the benefits of an urban forest.  
 

C. The Tree Advisory Committee shall develop and adopt a Master Tree Plan. The Master 
Tree Plan shall establish direction for the City’s urban forestry program and shall include 
targets for Tree canopy cover and Tree diversity, including targets for native and hybrid 
species.  It may also reference standards for Tree and/or Shrub planting and Tree and/or 
Shrub maintenance and include guidelines for specifications relating to Trees and/or 
Shrubs and Tree and Shrub care and for contract Tree and/or Shrub work. In addition, the 
Master Tree Plan may outline a broad program for the improvement of the urban forest 
and may include recommendations for urban forestry activities in specific neighborhoods, 
along specific streets, and in areas of the City such as Historic Districts. The Master Tree 
Plan may also include a plan for management of City-owned woodlands, such as those 
that exist in City parks. The Master Tree Plan may be undertaken as part of other City 
plans and activities. The Master Tree Plan shall incorporate any study conducted by the 
Tree Warden and may, at the discretion of the Tree Advisory Committee, include 
additional studies of the urban forest. The Committee shall review the Master Tree Plan at 
least every five years and shall amend it as needed. The Master Tree Plan shall be 
consulted by all City Departments in the course of conducting City business.  
 

D. The Tree Advisory Committee shall create an annual “State of the Forest” report on 
changes to the urban forest during the prior year and recommendations of policy and 
action for the next year. This report may also identify priority locations for planting, so 
that the City’s Tree and Shrub planting will address any arboreal inequities and will give 
priority to filling in gaps resulting from the absence of Streetscape Trees. The Committee 
shall present this report to the Mayor and Common Council for their review.  

 
§ 112-5. Legacy Tree Program. 
 
A. The Tree Advisory Committee shall establish a Legacy Tree Program in order to catalog 

Legacy Trees in the City, which Program may include and/or be based on the Norwalk 
Tree Alliance Legacy Tree Program. The public shall be encouraged to give input to the 
Committee about which Trees should be included in the Program.   
 

B. The Tree Warden shall keep a record of all Trees designated as Legacy Trees and their 
locations. 

 
C. A list of Legacy Trees shall be available to the public at the office of the Tree Warden. 
 
§ 112-6. Planting Trees or Shrubs in Public Places. 
 
A. To contribute to the urban forest of Norwalk, members of the public shall be encouraged 

to support the planting of Trees or Shrubs in Public Places and in areas which fill in gaps 
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in the Tree line in or near the Right-of-Way, provided they follow the procedures outlined 
in this chapter.  
 

B. Any Person wishing to plant a Tree or Shrub in a Public Place shall apply in writing for a 
permit to the Tree Advisory Committee prior to taking such action. The application shall 
include a Tree and/or Shrub planting and maintenance plan, specifying the size, species 
and location of all new Trees and/or Shrubs, as well as a plan for the maintenance of the 
Tree or Shrub for a period of not less than two years from the date such Trees or Shrubs 
are planted and the Person responsible therefor.  

 
C. After reviewing such application and conducting a site inspection, the Tree Advisory 

Committee shall determine whether such action is in the Best Interest of the City’s urban 
forest and shall notify the applicant of the decision in writing within thirty days of receipt 
of a complete application. 

 
D. Once such a Tree or Shrub is planted in a Public Place, the Tree or Shrub shall become the 

property of the City of Norwalk after the maintenance period specified in subsection B. of 
this section has expired.  

 
E. The Tree Advisory Committee shall report to the Tree Warden on a quarterly basis the 

details of all applications approved in accordance with this section, including the size, 
species and location of all new Trees and Shrubs planted and the Person(s) responsible for 
the maintenance thereof. 

 
F. Whenever any Tree or Shrub is planted in any Public Place in violation of this chapter or 

any permit issued hereunder, the Tree Warden may order the property owner or Person 
responsible to Remove such Tree or Shrub. If the property owner or Person responsible 
fails to Remove the Tree or Shrub within a period of thirty days after such order, the Tree 
Warden shall Remove or cause the removal thereof, or may take such action deemed 
necessary to rectify such improper planting, and the cost thereof shall be charged to the 
property owner or the Person responsible for the improper planting.  

 
§ 112-7. Altering or Damaging City Trees, City Shrubs or Required Trees.  
 
A. No Person shall Alter or Damage a City Tree, City Shrub or Required Tree.  No Person 

shall Prune a City Tree, City Shrub or Required Tree without a permit from the Tree 
Warden. 
 

B. Any Person wishing to Prune a City Tree, City Shrub or Required Tree shall apply in 
writing for a permit to the Tree Warden prior to taking such action. Each application to 
Prune a City Tree, City Shrub or Required Tree shall be subject to a fee established in 
accordance with § 90-4, Approval of rates and fees.  

 
C. After reviewing such application and conducting a site inspection, the Tree Warden shall 

determine whether such action is in the Best Interest of the City’s urban forest and shall 
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notify the applicant of the decision in writing within thirty days of receipt of a complete 
application. 
 

D. Any Person who violates the provisions of this section shall be subject to a fine up to two 
hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) per City Tree, City Shrub or Required Tree, per violation. 
The Tree Warden or his, her or their designee shall have the authority to issue a citation 
for violations. Notwithstanding the foregoing, if the Tree Warden determines in his, her or 
their sole and absolute judgment that any Person has Pruned, Altered or Damaged a City 
Tree, City Shrub or Required Tree so severely that it is not likely to survive, that Person 
shall replace such Tree or Shrub in accordance with § 112-10, Tree or Shrub replacement, 
below. 

 
§ 112-8. Removal of City Tree, or City Shrub or Required TreeRemoval. 
 
A. No Person shall Remove a City Tree, City Shrub or Required Tree without a permit from 

the Tree Warden, except for any removal that has been permitted pursuant to the 
applicable provisions of Connecticut General Statutes § 23-65. To grant permission to any 
other Person to Remove a City Tree, City Shrub or Required Tree, the Tree Warden must 
determine, within thirty days of receiving a complete application, that (1) the Tree and/or 
Shrub is in poor health or diseased, (2) the Tree and/or Shrub’s removal is unavoidable 
because the Tree and/or Shrub poses a threat to human health, safety, and welfare, or (3) 
the negative impact on the urban canopy caused by the Tree and/or Shrub’s removal can 
be mitigated. 

 
B. Any Person wishing to Remove a City Tree, City Shrub or Required Tree shall apply in 

writing for a permit to the Tree Warden. Such application shall contain written proof that 
the applicant has notified property owners of land that abuts or is directly across the street 
from the affected Tree(s) and/or Shrub(s), and the appropriate Land Use Regulatory 
Authority in the case of a Required Tree, that he, she or they has applied for a Tree and/or 
Shrub Removal permit by a written notice delivered within three business days of the date 
of said application. Each application shall be subject to a fee established in accordance 
with § 90-4, Approval of rates and fees.  

 
C. After reviewing such application and conducting a site inspection, the Tree Warden shall 

determine whether removal of the City Tree, City Shrub and/or Required Tree is in the 
Best Interest of the City’s urban forest and shall notify the applicant of the decision in 
writing within thirty days of receipt of a complete application.  

 
D. The permit for the removal of any City Tree or Required Tree with a DBH of six inches or 

more shall be posted by the Tree Warden, or his, her or their designee, on the affected 
Tree(s) at least ten days prior to such Removal. The ten-day period shall commence from 
the date of such posting. The Tree Removal posting shall be in the form of a brightly 
colored sign at least eight and a half inches by eleven inches in bold, clearly printed 
lettering able to be seen from the street which provides the name, address and phone 
number of the Tree Warden in the event that there is an objection to the removal of the 
Tree(s).  
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E. Any Person who Removes a City Tree, City Shrub or Required Tree without a permit 
shall replace the City Tree, City Shrub or Required Tree in accordance with § 112-10, 
Tree or Shrub replacement, below.  

 
§ 112-9. Protection during construction. 
 
A. Property owners and other Persons responsible for construction and excavation projects in 

whole or in part within the Drip Line of any City Tree or Required Tree shall adhere to all 
relevant provisions of the latest edition of the American National Standards Institute, Inc., 
Standards for Tree Care Operations—Tree, Shrub, and other Woody Plant Maintenance—
Standard Practices (Management of Trees and Shrubs During Site Planning, Site 
Development, and Construction) for the duration of the construction or excavation project. 
A copy of these standards shall be available to the public in the Tree Warden’s office. 
  

B. The Tree Warden or his, her or their designee shall have the authority to issue a citation to 
a property owner and other Person responsible, in the amount of two hundred fifty dollars 
($250.00) per day, per City Tree or Required Tree affected, for each instance of an action 
inconsistent with the tree care standards referred to in this section.  

 
C. Any Person found in violation of this section for which the Tree Warden determines there 

is substantial danger of Damage to a City Tree or Required Tree shall post a five year 
bond in the amount of the Assessed Value of such Tree. Such bond shall be forfeited if the 
Tree Warden determines that the Tree is dead or moribund within the five year period.  

 
§ 112-10. Tree or Shrub replacementreplacement. 
 
A. A property owner or other Person responsible for the replacement of a City Tree, City 

Shrub or Required Tree pursuant to this chapter shall follow the provisions of this section. 
  

B.  The acceptable methods of replacement for a City Shrub are:  
 

(1) Replacement of the City Shrub with a comparable Shrub, as determined by the Tree 
Warden in his, her or their sole and absolute judgment, at the location of the City 
Shrub being replaced or at a different location identified or approved by the Tree 
Warden; or  
 

(2) A payment to the Norwalk Tree Account, established in accordance with this chapter, 
in the amount of the City Shrub’s Assessed Value.  

 
C. The acceptable methods of replacement for a City Tree other than a Legacy Tree are:  
 

(3) Replacement of the City Tree with a Tree of equal or greater DBH at the location of 
the City Tree being replaced or at a different location identified or approved by the 
Tree Warden;  
 

(4) An inch-for-inch replacement of the City Tree with a number of replacement Trees 
with DBH of three inches or more totaling the DBH of the original City Tree at a 
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location or locations identified or approved by the Tree Warden. For example, if a 
City Tree with a DBH of twenty-four inches is Removed, it may be replaced with six 
Trees with DBHs of four inches; or  
 

(5) A payment to the Norwalk Tree Account, established in accordance with this chapter, 
in the amount of the Tree’s Assessed Value.  

 
D. The acceptable method of replacement for a City Tree that has been designated as a 

Legacy Tree is:  
 
(1) Replacement of the Legacy Tree with a number of replacement Trees with DBH of 

three inches or more totaling four times the DBH of the original Tree at a location or 
locations identified or approved by the Tree Warden; or  
 

(2) A payment into the Norwalk Tree Account of four times the Assessed Value of the 
Legacy Tree.  

 
E. Any replacement Tree planted in accordance with this section must be maintained by the 

Person responsible for at least a period of five years from the date of planting. The Person 
responsible, or the property owner if there is no Person responsible, shall replace any Tree 
that dies during this time period, and such replacement Tree shall be maintained by the 
Person responsible for at least a period of five years from the date of planting of the 
replacement Tree.  

 
§ 112-11. Norwalk Tree Account. 
 
A. There is hereby established an account known as the Norwalk Tree Account. Such 

Account is established under authority of the Connecticut General Statutes for the 
exclusive purpose of funding activities that implement or promote the purpose of this 
chapter including, but not limited to, tree canopy and inventory assessments, creation of 
Master Tree Plans, and other reports consistent with best practices for urban forestry 
management.  
 

B. The principal of the Norwalk Tree Account shall consist of the following:  
 

(1) All fines, processing fees, payments in lieu of planting, and other monies collected 
pursuant to this chapter, other than legal fees and costs collected pursuant to § 112-13, 
Enforcement, below;  

 
(2) All gifts and grants from any source, public or private, made to the City and 

designated for Trees or Shrubs or improvements to the urban forest;  
 

(3) Any funds from any source designated by the Common Council to be added to the 
Account; and 

 
(4) All investment income earned by the Account.  
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C. Expendable funds in the Account may be spent for the purposes authorized by this section 

upon recommendation of the Mayor and with the approval of the Common Council. 
Expenditures may be made as follows:  
 
(1) All funds received by the Account under subsection B. (1) of this section shall be used 

only for the purchase and planting of Trees or Shrubs.  
 
(2) Any restricted funds received by the Account shall be expended in accordance with 

such restrictions.  
 

(3) At least half of the remaining unrestricted funds shall be expended for the purchase 
and planting of Trees or Shrubs.  

 
(4) All other unrestricted funds may be spent for any activity that is consistent with the 

purpose of the Account.  
 

D. Any budget proposed by the Mayor or approved by the Common Council, and any 
appropriation made for the purchase and planting of Trees or Shrubs, must not be reduced, 
ratably or otherwise, in consideration of any funds in the Account. Expenditures from the 
Account shall add to and not replace budgets and appropriations which also serve the 
purposes of the Account.  

 
E. Any remaining investment income shall be held in reserve for future transfer and 

appropriation.  
 
§ 112-12. Public utilities. 
 
A. The Tree Warden shall monitor the work of all Public Utilities to ensure that such work 

does not adversely affect any Tree or Shrub in any Public Place. Each Public Utility 
company proposing to conduct Tree and/or Shrub Alteration or Removal activities in any 
Public Place shall present an annual work plan to the Tree Warden that includes the 
following items: 

 
(1) City Map showing all area(s) designated for Tree and/or Shrub Alteration or Removal 

work. 
 
(2) Tree Removal list, identifying all Trees and Shrubs that are proposed for Removal. 

 
(3) Name and phone number of licensed arborist(s) performing such work. 

 
(4) Name and phone number of utility contact Person supervising such work. 

 
(5) Tree and/or Shrub replacement commitment; replacement determined to be at the 

discretion of the Tree Warden. 
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B. Such Public Utility work plan shall be submitted to the Tree Warden at least thirty days 
prior to the start of any activity by said Public Utility. The Tree Warden shall review, 
modify and approve such plan within thirty days from date of receipt, unless extended by 
either party. This section shall not apply to emergency and public hazard work specifically 
exempted under § 112-14, Exemptions, below. 

 
§ 112-13. Enforcement. 
 
A. Any Person who violates any of the provisions of this chapter shall be notified by the Tree 

Warden of the specific violation by certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, or 
by hand delivery. The notice shall explain the nature of the violation and shall provide a 
reasonable time period within which compliance must be achieved.  
 

B. Upon verbal or written notice from the Tree Warden that work is being performed 
contrary to any provision of this chapter, such work shall be immediately stopped by the 
Person doing the work. Within seven days of any verbal or written notice, a stop work 
order shall be provided to the owner of the subject lot, or to the owner’s agent, or to the 
Person doing the work, and the stop work order shall state the conditions under which 
work is permitted to resume. Any Person who continues work after having been served 
with a stop work order, except such work as that Person is directed by the Tree Warden or 
other City officials to perform to remove a violation or unsafe condition, shall be liable for 
a daily fine established in accordance with § 90-4, Approval of rates and fees per 
violation, per Tree or per Shrub affected. 

 
C. Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, if the Tree Warden determines that 

any violation of this chapter was willful, the Person responsible shall be liable for a civil 
penalty of up to three times the Assessed Value of each affected Tree or Shrub.  

 
D. Whenever there is reasonable cause to believe that a Person is violating any provision of 

this chapter, the City may institute a civil action in a court of competent jurisdiction for a 
mandatory or prohibiting injunction ordering the defendant to either correct or cease the 
unlawful use of the property.  

 
E. In addition to any fines hereunder, any Person who is found to have violated any provision 

of this chapter shall be responsible to the City for any legal fees and costs that may be 
incurred by the City in the enforcement of this chapter. 

 
F. Each failure to replace a Tree or Shrub or make a payment into the Norwalk Tree Account 

or to post and maintain a bond in accordance with this chapter, or to follow any of the 
provisions of this chapter, shall constitute a separate violation of this chapter for which 
there shall be a fine established in accordance with § 90-4, Approval of rates and fees. 
Each day such violation continues shall constitute a separate offense. 

 
G. The Chief of Operations and Public Works or his, her or their designee, the Tree Warden, 

and employees of the Department of Public Works are hereby authorized to enforce the 
provisions of this chapter.  
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§ 112-14. Exemptions. 
 
This chapter shall not apply to any Alteration or Damage to a Tree or Shrub that has been: (1) 
ordered or authorized by the Tree Warden or other officials of the City of Norwalk on an 
emergency basis because the Tree or Shrub is a Hazardous Tree or Hazardous Shrub that 
represents so immediate a hazard to public safety or structure integrity that Alteration or 
Damage cannot be deferred and that such Hazardous Tree or Hazardous Shrub cannot be 
protected, secured, or stabilized by reasonable temporary measures; or (2)  otherwise properly 
permitted and/or authorized in accordance with applicable state law or regulation.  
 
§ 112-15. Appeals of Tree Warden decisions. 
 
Any Person objecting to any decision of the Tree Warden under this chapter may file a written 
appeal to the Tree Warden who shall schedule a public hearing and shall post a public hearing 
notice, including the scheduled time, date and location of such hearing, on the affected Tree(s) 
or Shrub(s), if appropriate. Within three business days of such hearing, the Tree Warden shall 
render a decision granting or denying such appeal. Any Person aggrieved by the Tree 
Warden's decision,  may appeal such decision within ten days to the Superior Court for the 
Stamford/Norwalk Judicial District. 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Anthony Car, Chief of Operation and Public Works 
Vanessa Valadares, Principal Engineer 

FROM:  Darin L. Callahan, Assistant Corporation Counsel 

DATE: October 22, 2021 

RE: Walkbridge Easement Offers 

The State of Connecticut Department of Transportation (“DOT”) wishes to obtain certain 
easements over the following City of Norwalk (“City”) owned land: 4 Water Street, 10 Water 
Street, and areas around N/S Water Street and 7 Crescent Street.  The nature of each easement and 
compensation offered therefor is set forth below followed by the recommended authorization to 
approve each easement. 

It is my understanding that all of these easements herein have been vetted the City’s 
Department Public Work (“DPW”) and that DPW has determined that they will cause little or no 
operational impact on the City with the exception of the 4 Water Street easement for which the 
Common Council already approved preliminary land rights.1  

10 Water Street (DOT File No. 301-176-21A): The DOT has offered $780,000.00 for the 
following easement rights: 

- Permanent 5,564 sq. ft. construction and maintenance easement as shown on the 10 Water
Street Map (defined in fn. 1 below)2 for purposes constructing and maintain the Walk
Bridge.

- Permanent 257 sq. ft. construction and maintenance easement as shown on the 10 Water
Street Map for purposes constructing and maintain the Walk Bridge.

1 The 4 Water Street easement is current subject to a right of entry agreement 
approved by the Common Council to facilitate the demolition of the old IMAX Theater while the 
documentation (survey, appraisal, etc…) for this easement was being prepared by DOT. 

2 As used herein, “10 Water Street Map” means the map attached hereto as Exhibit A 
entitled “TOWN OF NORWALK MAP SHOWING EASEMENT ACQUIRED FROM CITY OF 
NORWALK BY THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
WALK RAILROAD BRIDGE  REPLACEMENT SCALE 1” =20’ JANUARY 2020 MARK D. 
ROLFE, P.E. CHIEF ENGINEER – BUREAU OF ENGINEERING AND CONSTRUCTION", 
Town No. 102, Project No. 301-176, Serial No. 21A, Sheet 1 of 1.” 

VII.D
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Our appraiser (Peter Vimini, MAI) has reviewed the DOT submissions, including, without limitation, 
the applicable survey and appraisal prepared by the DOT, and has indicated that the compensation 
offered is fair and reasonable. 
 
Recommended Action:  

 
1.a. Authorize the Mayor, Harry W. Rilling to execute any and all documents necessary 

to convey permanent construction and maintenance easements of 5,564± sq. ft. and 
257± sq. ft. as show on  the 10 Water Street Map. See enclosed Memorandum of 
Assistant Corporation Counsel. Darin L. Callahan dated October 22, 2021.  

 
1.b. Referral of item 1.a. to the Planning Commission for a Report and Recommended 

Action pursuant  Conn Gen. Stat. § 8-24. 
 
4 North Water Street (DOT File No. 301-176-31A): The DOT has offered $46,400 for the 

following easement rights: 
 
- Temporary 4,258 sq. ft. construction equipment staging and access easement as shown on 

the 4 Water Street Map (defined in fn. 2 below)3  for purposes demolition of the old IMAX 
Theater in connection with the Walk Bridge Project. 

 
Our appraiser (David Herbst, MAI) has reviewed the DOT submission, including, without 
limitation, the applicable survey and appraisal performed by DOT, and has indicated that the 
compensation offered is fair and reasonable. 
 
Recommended Action:  

 
1.a. Authorize the Mayor, Harry W. Rilling to execute any and all documents necessary 

to convey temporary construction and access easement of 4,258± sq. ft. as show on  
the 4 Water Street Map. See enclosed Memorandum of Assistant Corporation 
Counsel. Darin L. Callahan dated October 22, 2021.  

 
1.b. Referral of item 1.a. to the Planning Commission for a Report and Recommended 

Action pursuant  Conn Gen. Stat. § 8-24. 
 
 

N/S Water Street – 7 Crescent Street (DOT File No. 301-176-33A): The DOT has offered 
$139,000 for the following easement rights: 

                                                           
3  As used herein, “4 North Water Street Map” means the map attached hereto as Exhibit 

B entitled “"TOWN OF NORWALK MAP SHOWING EASEMENT ACQUIRED FROM CITY 
OF NORWALK BY THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
WALK RAILROAD BRIDGE  REPLACEMENT SCALE 1” =20’ JANUARY 2020 MARK D. 
ROLFE, P.E. CHIEF ENGINEER – BUREAU OF ENGINEERING AND CONSTRUCTION", 
Town No. 102, Project No. 301-176, Serial No. 31A, Sheet 1 of 1. 
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- Permanent 8,022 sq. ft. Wetland Mitigation easement identified as Mitigation Easement 

No. 1 as shown on Sheet 2 of 3 of the North Water/Crescent Street Map (defined in fn. 3 
below)4 for purposes the Walk Bridge Project. 
 

- Permanent 6,838 sq. ft. Wetland Mitigation easement identified as Mitigation Easement 
No. 2 as shown on Sheet 1 of 3, in part, and Sheet 2 of 3, in part, of the North 
Water/Crescent Street Map for purposes the Walk Bridge Project. 
 

- Permanent 4,009 sq. ft. Wetland Mitigation easement identified as Mitigation Easement 
No. 2 as shown on Sheet 1 of 3 of the North Water/Crescent Street Map for purposes the 
Walk Bridge Project. 
 

- Temporary 6,871 sq. ft. access easement identified as Construction Easement No. 1 as 
shown on Sheet 1 of 3, in part, and Sheet 2 of 3 in part, of the North Water/Crescent Street 
Map for purposes travel from Water Street to Easement No. 2 in connection with the Walk 
Bridge Project. 
 

- Temporary 7,014 sq. ft. construction easement identified as Construction Easement No. 2 
as shown on Sheet 2 of 3 of the North Water/Crescent Street Map for purposes of storage 
and laydown of construction materials in connection with the Walk Bridge Project. 
 

- Temporary 2,022 sq. ft. access easement identified as Construction Easement No. 3 as 
shown on Sheet 2 of 3 of the North Water/Crescent Street Map for purposes pedestrian 
access to paved pathway and bridge, construction access, and construction of temporary 
access ramp and removal of stone wall in connection with the Walk Bridge Project. 
 

- Temporary 15,315 sq. ft. access easement identified as Construction Easement No. 4 as 
shown on Sheet 2 of 3, in part, and Sheet 3 of 3, in part, of the North Water/Crescent Street 
Map for purposes construction access, pedestrian access and removal/replacement of 
bollards in connection with the Walk Bridge Project. 

 
Our appraiser (David Herbst, MAI) has reviewed the DOT submission, including, without 
limitation, the applicable survey and appraisal performed by DOT, and has indicated that the 
compensation offered is fair and reasonable. 
 
Recommended Action:  

 

                                                           
4  As used herein, “North Water /Crescent Street Map” means the map attached hereto 

as Exhibit C entitled “"TOWN OF NORWALK MAP SHOWING EASEMENT ACQUIRED 
FROM CITY OF NORWALK BY THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION WALK RAILROAD BRIDGE  REPLACEMENT SCALE 1” =20’ 
JANUARY 2020 MARK D. ROLFE, P.E. CHIEF ENGINEER – BUREAU OF ENGINEERING 
AND CONSTRUCTION", Town No. 102, Project No. 301-176, Serial No. 33A, Sheets 1 through 3. 
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1.a. Authorize the Mayor, Harry W. Rilling to execute any and all documents necessary 
to convey three permanent wetland mitigation easements of 8,022 sq. ft., 6,838 sq. ft., 
and  4,009 sq. ft. each, together with three temporary access easements of 6,871 sq. 
ft., 2,022 sq. ft., and 15,315 sq. ft. each, and a temporary 7,014 sq. ft. construction 
easement as show on North Water/Crescent Street Map. See enclosed Memorandum 
of Assistant Corporation Counsel. Darin L. Callahan dated October 22, 2021.  

 
1.b. Referral of item 1.a. to the Planning Commission for a Report and Recommended 

Action pursuant  Conn Gen. Stat. § 8-24. 
 
 
 If you have any question or concerns, I would be pleased to answer the same at a time of 
your convenience.  
 
 
      Very best regards, 
 
 
 
      Darin L. Callahan 
      Assistant Corporation Counsel 
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EXHIBIT A 
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EXHIBIT B 
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EXHIBIT C 
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