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COMMON COUNCIL    SPECIAL MEETING      SEPTEMBER 7, 2022 
NORWALK, CONNECTICUT COMMON COUNCIL CHAMBERS & VIA 

TELECONFERENCE 
 
ALL COMMON COUNCIL ACTIONS TAKEN AT THIS MEETING TO APPROVE 
EXPENDITURES AND CONTRACTS OR TO ACCEPT BIDS AND OTHER 
PROPOSALS REQUIRING THE EXPENDITURE OF CITY FUNDS ARE SUBJECT TO 
THE AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS  
 
To allow public access, anyone may access a meeting by telephone, Zoom, and/or the City of 
Norwalk YouTube channel. Specific instructions and links can be found at 
norwalkct.org/meetings Members of the public can call in and listen to a meeting. They will not 
be able to speak or see any of the meeting participants. Each meeting will use a unique 
Meeting/Webinar ID. Please find the information using the link above.  
 
Members of the public who wish to provide "live comments" will need to register in advance and 
use the Zoom meeting platform. All participants will be muted upon entering the meeting. To 
speak, click the “raise your hand indicator” and you will be called on by the host of the meeting 
during the public comment section. Please find the information using the link above.  
 
Members of the public who wish to view the meeting, but are not participating, can view a live 
stream on the City of Norwalk YouTube channel. This stream is delayed by approximately 20 
seconds. Please find the information using the link above. The meeting recording and minutes 
will be posted on the City of Norwalk website within seven (7) days after the meeting.  
 
Members of the public who wish to provide public comment are encouraged to submit those via 
email in advance of the meeting. For these comments to be read into the record, they should be 
submitted at least three hours in advance of the meeting start time. Please email Irene Dixon at 
idixon@norwalkct.org to provide written public comment prior to the meeting.  
 
Mayor Rilling called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. and led the Assembly in reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
I. ROLL CALL 

 
Ms. Dixon called the Roll: 
 
Council at Large: Mr. Gregory Burnett  Mr. Joshua Goldstein 

Ms. Dominique Johnson Ms. Nora Niedzielski Eichner 
Ms. Barbara Smyth 

 
District A:  Ms. Nicol Ayers (6:15 p.m.) Mr. David Heuvelman   
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District B:  Ms. Darlene Young 
 
District C:  Mr. John Kydes  Ms. Jenn McMurrer   
 
District D:  Mr. Bryan Meek 
 
District E:  Mr. Thomas Livingston Ms. Lisa Shanahan 
 
At Roll Call there were twelve (12) Common Council members present and three (3) absent (Ms. 
Ayers, Ms. Revolus and Ms. Alterman).  A Quorum was present. 
 
Also present were Mayor Harry Rilling, City Clerk, Irene Dixon, Assistant City Clerk, Jordan 
Schantz and Corporation Counsel, Mario Coppola. 
 

II. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
 
Regular Meeting: August 9, 2022 
 
The following correction was made to page 6:  
 
Remove the following sentence: Mr. Mednick said they could strike that clause. 
 
** MS. SHANAHAN MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AS CORRECTED 
** MOTION PASSED WITH ONE (1) ABSTENTION (MS. MCMURRER) 
 

III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Public participation comments are not verbatim and represent a summarization of statements 

unless otherwise noted. 
 
Ms. Jennifer Alston requested approval for the upcoming Celebration of Sound at Brien 
McMahon High School on September 17th.  
 

IV. MAYOR 
 
A. RESIGNATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS 
 
RESIGNATIONS: There were no resignations announced this evening. 
 
APPOINTMENTS: There were no appointments announced this evening. 
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REAPPOINTMENTS: There were no reappointments announced this evening. 
 
MAYOR’S REMARKS: 
 
Mayor Rilling announced that Norwalk will be holding a 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony on 
Friday, September 9th at 10:00 a.m. at Malmquist Field to honor the lives of those lost that day, 
including 14 Norwalk residents. 
 

V. COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
 
A. GENERAL COUNCIL BUSINESS: 
 
1. Appointment of Charter Revision Commission and Establishment of Timeframe 
 
Mr. Livingston read the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE NORWALK COMMON COUNCIL 
 
RE: APPOINTMENT OF THE 2022-2023 NORWALK CHARTER REVISION 
COMMISSION  
 
WHEREAS, PURSUANT TO C.G.S. §7-188(B) AT ITS MEETING ON AUGUST 9, 
2022, THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWALK VOTED TO 
INITIATE ACTION TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF 
NORWALK; AND 
 
WHEREAS, THE COMMON COUNCIL SEEKS TO ESTABLISH AND 
APPOINT A CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE PROVISIONS OF C.G.S. §7-190. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF NORWALK THAT: 
 
1. PURSUANT TO C.G.S. §7-190(A) THE FOLLOWING SEVEN (7) MEMBERS 
ARE APPOINTED TO SERVE AS MEMBERS OF THE CHARTER REVISION 
COMMISSION: 
 
PATSY BRESCIA (CHAIR)  
RICHARD MCQUAID (VICE-CHAIR) 
CARL DICKENS  
TYLER FAIRBAIRN 
BENITA RALEIGH  
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ANGELA WASUNNA 
MICHAEL WITHERSPOON 
NOT MORE THAN ONE-THIRD OF THESE APPOINTEES HOLD ANY 
OTHER PUBLIC OFFICE IN THE CITY OF 
NORWALK, AND NOT MORE THAN A BARE MAJORITY OF APPOINTEES 
ARE MEMBERS OF ONE POLITICAL PARTY. 
 
2. PURSUANT TO C.G.S. §7-190(B), THE CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION 
APPOINTED HEREIN SHALL BE AUTHORIZED TO CONSIDER SUCH 
CHANGES AND OTHER ITEMS AND MATTERS AS IT DEEMS DESIRABLE 
OR NECESSARY TO IMPROVE THE GOVERNANCE OF THE CITY OF 
NORWALK. 
 
3. PURSUANT TO C.G.S. §7-190(B), THE CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION 
SHALL SUBMIT ITS DRAFT REPORT AS FURTHER INSTRUCTED BY THE 
COMMON COUNCIL DURING THE MONTHS OF MAY OR JUNE 2023, SO 
THAT THE COUNCIL SHALL COMPLETE ITS FINAL ACTION ON ANY 
PROPOSED REVISIONS TO THE CHARTER NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 
1, 2023, IN ORDER TO ASSURE THAT THE FINAL REPORT, PROPOSED 
CHARTER REVISIONS, AND QUESTIONS WILL BE SUBMITTED IN ORDER 
TO BE CONSIDERED AT REFERENDUM IN THE GENERAL ELECTION OF 
2023. 
 
4. PURSUANT TO C.G.S. §7-190(C), THE CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION 
SHALL TERMINATE UPON ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION OF ITS FINAL 
REPORT BY THE COMMON COUNCIL. 
 

Mr. Livingston thanked all members for agreeing to serve on the Charter Revision Commission.  
He noted that the Commission will hold public hearings and urged residents to attend. 
 
Ms. Ayers joined the meeting at 6:15 p.m. 
 
** MOTON PASSED UNANIMOUSLY BY ROLL CALL VOTE (MR. BURNETT; 

MR. GOLDSTEIN; MS. JOHNSON; MS. NIEDZIELSKI EICHNER; MS. 
SMYTH; MS. AYERS; MR. HEUVELMAN; MS. YOUNG; MR. KYDES; MS. 
MCMURRER; MR. MEEK; MR. LIVINGSTON; MS. SHANAHAN) 

 
B. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
 
There were no items on Consent this evening.  
 

 



City of Norwalk 
Common Council 
Special Meeting 
Common Council Chambers and Via Teleconference 
September 6, 2022 
Page 5 
 

VI. REPORTS: DEPARTMENTS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 

A. CORPORATION COUNSEL 
 

VII. COMMON COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
 
A. RECREATION, PARKS & CULTURAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
 
** MS. YOUNG MOVED TO APPROVE THE USE OF BMHS FOOTBALL FIELD 

AND IMMEDIATE SURROUNDING GROUNDS BY BMHS BAND PARENTS 
INC. FOR THEIR CELEBRATION OF SOUND EVENT TO BE HELD ON 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2022 FROM 5:00 PM TO 9:00 PM. SET-UP TO 
BEGIN AT 9:00 AM WITH TEAR-DOWN AT 10:00 PM. APPROXIMATELY 
7500 PEOPLE. 

 
Mr. Stowers briefly described reviewed the item.  Ms. Smyth added that this is an annual eveht 
to start the competition season.  
 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
** MS. YOUNG MOVED TO AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASING AGENT TO 

INCREASE PURCHASE ORDER # 2200594 FROM KIMLEY-HORN 
(RECREATION AND PARKS MASTER PLAN CONSULTANT) IN AN 
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $34,000.00 TO ADD TO THE CURRENT SCOPE 
OF WORK A SIGHT STUDY TO ASSESS THE FEASIBILITY OF LOCATING A 
WELCOMING CENTER IN ONE OF OUR COASTAL PARKS THAT WOULD 
INCLUDE TENANCY FOR THE POLICE MARINE UNIT, ALONG WITH 
RETAIL ASSOCIATED WITH OUR HISTORIC MARINE HISTORY, AND 
PRESENT MARINE ENVIRONMENT. ACCOUNT: 0920-6030-5777-C0664. 

 
Mr. Stowers reviewed the request.   Deputy Chief Zecca explained they tried to re-evaluate the 
Marine Unit building, but then started to look for a new facility.  It made sense to coordinate 
with Parks and Recreation.  
 
Mr. Burnett asked about the cost to construct the facility. Mr. Stowers explained they have not 
gotten that far yet.  They will be able to provide an estimated cost once they complete the study. 
 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY  
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** MS. YOUNG MOVED TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING 
TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH FGB CONSTRUCTION FOR 
PROJECT # RNP 2022-2, CALF PASTURE BEACH PARKING AND GREEN 
INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS FOR A SUM NOT TO EXCEED 
$1,973,035.00 BASED ON THE FOLLOWING BREAKDOWN OF $1,365,292.00 
(BASE BID), $278,000.00 (ALTERNATE 1A/1B – THERMOPLASTIC 
MARKINGS BEACH AND WATER), $36,461.00 (ALTERNATE 2 – 
MAINTENANCE DRIVEWAY AND WATER MAIN CROSSING), $135,392.00 
(ALTERNATE 3 – SOUTH PARKING LOT), AND $157,890.00 (ALTERNATE 4 – 
SHADY BEACH). ACCOUNTS # 0921/0922/0923-6030-5777-C0365. 

 
AND TO AUTHORIZE THE DIRECTOR OF RECREATION AND PARKS OR 
HIS DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE CHANGE ORDERS ON CONTRACT WITH 
FGB CONSTRUCTION FOR A SUM NOT TO EXCEED $197,303.50 

 
Mr. Stowers explained that this is a project that has been carried over for a couple of budget 
cycles.   
 
Mr. Dan Stanton, Project Manager reviewed the scope of the project. Mr. Ken Hughes said this is 
something they talked about for a few years.  It will make the Beach more pedestrian friendly.  
Mayor Rilling said he saw some of the renderings and expressed his appreciation to the team. 
 
Mr. Stanton said the green infrastructure provides an opportunity to mitigate the storm water run 
off that would go into the Sound. Mr. Meek asked if there was anything they could do about the 
water fountains because they need some work in some places.  Mr. Stowers said there would be 
an appropriate time to look at all that.  The project will begin this fall and will be substantially 
completed by May 15, 2023.  They will realign lanes for residents and non-residents.  In 
addition, the exit will be substantially changed to protect the residents.  
 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
** MS. YOUNG MOVED TO AUTHORIZE THE DIRECTOR OF RECREATION 

AND PARKS TO ACCEPT SPONSORSHIP IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,500.00 TO 
BE EARMARKED FOR THE NEW JAZZ CONCERT SERIES. SPONSORS ARE 
AS FOLLOWS: IRONWORKS SONO, THE PLATFORM, SHIRT FACTORY 
LOFTS, CORSET FACTORY APARTMENTS, LOCK BUILDING, M. F. 
DISCALA & CO., NORWALK REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY, SOUTH 
NORWALK ELECTRIC & WATER. 

 
Mr. Stowers reviewed the item and thanked Mr. Westmoreland for his fund raising efforts.  Ms. 
Smyth commended Mr. Stowers and Ms. Young for initiating this project.  Ms. Young added 
that the staff of Parks and Recreation did a fantastic job.  It was a community effort.  
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** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY  
 

IX. MOTIONS POSTPONED TO A SPECIFIC DATE 
 
There were none this evening. 
 

 
X. SUSPENSION OF RULES 

 
There were none this evening.  

 
XI. ADJOURNMENT 

 
** MS. SHANAHAN MOVED TO ADJOURN 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
There was no further business, and the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 6:41 p.m. 
 
 
ATTEST:_______________________ 
  Irene Dixon, City Clerk 
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IV. MAYOR 
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RESIGNATIONS: There were no resignations announced this evening. 
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REAPPOINTMENTS: There were no reappointments announced this evening. 
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ANGELA WASUNNA 
MICHAEL WITHERSPOON 
NOT MORE THAN ONE-THIRD OF THESE APPOINTEES HOLD ANY 
OTHER PUBLIC OFFICE IN THE CITY OF 
NORWALK, AND NOT MORE THAN A BARE MAJORITY OF APPOINTEES 
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7500 PEOPLE. 
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to start the competition season.  
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** MS. YOUNG MOVED TO AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASING AGENT TO 

INCREASE PURCHASE ORDER # 2200594 FROM KIMLEY-HORN 
(RECREATION AND PARKS MASTER PLAN CONSULTANT) IN AN 
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $34,000.00 TO ADD TO THE CURRENT SCOPE 
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Mr. Stowers reviewed the request.   Deputy Chief Zecca explained they tried to re-evaluate the 
Marine Unit building, but then started to look for a new facility.  It made sense to coordinate 
with Parks and Recreation.  
 
Mr. Burnett asked about the cost to construct the facility. Mr. Stowers explained they have not 
gotten that far yet.  They will be able to provide an estimated cost once they complete the study. 
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** MS. YOUNG MOVED TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING 
TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH FGB CONSTRUCTION FOR 
PROJECT # RNP 2022-2, CALF PASTURE BEACH PARKING AND GREEN 
INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS FOR A SUM NOT TO EXCEED 
$1,973,035.00 BASED ON THE FOLLOWING BREAKDOWN OF $1,365,292.00 
(BASE BID), $278,000.00 (ALTERNATE 1A/1B – THERMOPLASTIC 
MARKINGS BEACH AND WATER), $36,461.00 (ALTERNATE 2 – 
MAINTENANCE DRIVEWAY AND WATER MAIN CROSSING), $135,392.00 
(ALTERNATE 3 – SOUTH PARKING LOT), AND $157,890.00 (ALTERNATE 4 – 
SHADY BEACH). ACCOUNTS # 0921/0922/0923-6030-5777-C0365. 

 
AND TO AUTHORIZE THE DIRECTOR OF RECREATION AND PARKS OR 
HIS DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE CHANGE ORDERS ON CONTRACT WITH 
FGB CONSTRUCTION FOR A SUM NOT TO EXCEED $197,303.50 

 
Mr. Stowers explained that this is a project that has been carried over for a couple of budget 
cycles.   
 
Mr. Dan Stanton, Project Manager reviewed the scope of the project. Mr. Ken Hughes said this is 
something they talked about for a few years.  It will make the Beach more pedestrian friendly.  
Mayor Rilling said he saw some of the renderings and expressed his appreciation to the team. 
 
Mr. Stanton said the green infrastructure provides an opportunity to mitigate the storm water run 
off that would go into the Sound. Mr. Meek asked if there was anything they could do about the 
water fountains because they need some work in some places.  Mr. Stowers said there would be 
an appropriate time to look at all that.  The project will begin this fall and will be substantially 
completed by May 15, 2023.  They will realign lanes for residents and non-residents.  In 
addition, the exit will be substantially changed to protect the residents.  
 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
** MS. YOUNG MOVED TO AUTHORIZE THE DIRECTOR OF RECREATION 

AND PARKS TO ACCEPT SPONSORSHIP IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,500.00 TO 
BE EARMARKED FOR THE NEW JAZZ CONCERT SERIES. SPONSORS ARE 
AS FOLLOWS: IRONWORKS SONO, THE PLATFORM, SHIRT FACTORY 
LOFTS, CORSET FACTORY APARTMENTS, LOCK BUILDING, M. F. 
DISCALA & CO., NORWALK REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY, SOUTH 
NORWALK ELECTRIC & WATER. 

 
Mr. Stowers reviewed the item and thanked Mr. Westmoreland for his fund raising efforts.  Ms. 
Smyth commended Mr. Stowers and Ms. Young for initiating this project.  Ms. Young added 
that the staff of Parks and Recreation did a fantastic job.  It was a community effort.  
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** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY  
 

IX. MOTIONS POSTPONED TO A SPECIFIC DATE 
 
There were none this evening. 
 

 
X. SUSPENSION OF RULES 

 
There were none this evening.  

 
XI. ADJOURNMENT 

 
** MS. SHANAHAN MOVED TO ADJOURN 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
There was no further business, and the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 6:41 p.m. 
 
 
ATTEST:_______________________ 
  Irene Dixon, City Clerk 
 
 


