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I. CALL TO ORDER

Ms. Niedzielski Eichner opened the workshop at 5:00 p.m. She said roll call will not be taken.

III. INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOP

A. Information workshop with representatives of the taxing districts for the purpose of sharing, 
acquiring and providing information pertaining to potential clarification and streamlining of part 
2, article xii of the city’s charter with respect to the treatment of the taxing districts (as was done 
for part 1 in 2023). No votes or decisions will be taken during this meeting.

Ms. Niedzieski Eichner explained that Mr. Mednick would be leading the discussion.

Mr. Mednick gave an overview of the recent charter revision and said nothing structural was 
changed; they tried to create an organized document for members of the public.  He said during 
the last charter revision process they were very protective of the role of the taxing districts.  Mr. 
Mednick said as they begin this process, they need to figure out what they can do to improve the 
language structure of the documents without losing the power of the taxing districts.

Ms. Niedzielski Eichner opened the workshop to questions from taxing district representatives.

Questions were brought forwarded by representatives of the first, second and third taxing 
districts. 

Mr. Barber, General Manager of the Third Taxing District said they have the authority to change 
their charter.  Mr. Mednick asked to see where in their Charter that is and asked that their District
attorney provide that information.  

A discussion ensued and Mr. Mednick noted that the reason for this meeting was to respect the 
autonomy of the taxing districts.  He added that the earlier they can determine the legal ability to 
change the structure the better off they will be. He encouraged all taxing districts to talk to their 
attorneys.

Ms. Niedzielski Eichner said they hope to appoint the members of the Charter Revision 
Commission in September.  Once it is up and running, they will hold a public hearing.  Between 
now then it was suggested that the taxing districts come up with a reasonable approach they 
would like to take.  In addition, it was strongly suggested creating a sub-committee to work with 
the taxing districts.

Mr. Mednick asked to hear from each district’s legal counsel as soon as possible.

Mr. Burnett suggested calling the Roll for historical purposes.
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Ms. Dixon called the Roll:

Council at Large: Mr. Gregory Burnett Ms. Nora Niedzielski Eichner
Ms. Barbara Smyth

District A: Mr. Jalin Sead

District B: Ms. Darlene Young

District C: Ms. Jenn McMurrer Ms. Melissa Murray

District D: Ms. Heather Dunn Mr. Doug Sutton 

District E: Mr. James Frayer Ms. Lisa Shanahan

There were eleven (11) Common Councilmembers present and four (4) absent (Mr. Goldstein, 
Mr. Lopez, Ms. Ayers and Mr. Wiggins).

Also present were City Clerk, Irene Dixon and Atorney Steven Melnick.

IV. ADJOURNMENT

There was no further discussion and the workshop closed at 5:44 p.m.

ATTEST:_________________________
Irene Dixon, City Clerk
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**SPECIAL MEETING** 
Informational Workshop 

 
Common Council Chambers 

Monday, May 13, 2024 
5:00 pm – 6:00 pm 

 
This is an informational workshop in preparation for the upcoming appointment of a charter revision 
commission. 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
II. ROLL CALL 

 
III. INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOP 

 
A. Information workshop with representatives of the taxing districts for the purpose of sharing, 
acquiring and providing information pertaining to potential clarification and streamlining of part 
2, article xii of the city’s charter with respect to the treatment of the taxing districts (as was done 
for part 1 in 2023). No votes or decisions will be taken during this meeting. 
 

IV. ADJOURNMENT 
 

NO VOTES OR ACTION WERE TAKEN AT THE MEETING 
 



COMMON COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING/INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOP MAY 13, 2024
NORWALK, CONNECTICUT COMMON COUNCIL CHAMBERS

Page 1

I. CALL TO ORDER

Ms. Niedzielski Eichner opened the workshop at 5:00 p.m. She said roll call will not be taken.

III. INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOP

A. Information workshop with representatives of the taxing districts for the purpose of sharing, 
acquiring and providing information pertaining to potential clarification and streamlining of part 
2, article xii of the city’s charter with respect to the treatment of the taxing districts (as was done 
for part 1 in 2023). No votes or decisions will be taken during this meeting.

Ms. Niedzieski Eichner explained that Mr. Mednick would be leading the discussion.

Mr. Mednick gave an overview of the recent charter revision and said nothing structural was 
changed; they tried to create an organized document for members of the public.  He said during 
the last charter revision process they were very protective of the role of the taxing districts.  Mr. 
Mednick said as they begin this process, they need to figure out what they can do to improve the 
language structure of the documents without losing the power of the taxing districts.

Ms. Niedzielski Eichner opened the workshop to questions from taxing district representatives.

Questions were brought forwarded by representatives of the first, second and third taxing 
districts. 

Mr. Barber, General Manager of the Third Taxing District said they have the authority to change 
their charter.  Mr. Mednick asked to see where in their Charter that is and asked that their District
attorney provide that information.  

A discussion ensued and Mr. Mednick noted that the reason for this meeting was to respect the 
autonomy of the taxing districts.  He added that the earlier they can determine the legal ability to 
change the structure the better off they will be. He encouraged all taxing districts to talk to their 
attorneys.

Ms. Niedzielski Eichner said they hope to appoint the members of the Charter Revision 
Commission in September.  Once it is up and running, they will hold a public hearing.  Between 
now then it was suggested that the taxing districts come up with a reasonable approach they 
would like to take.  In addition, it was strongly suggested creating a sub-committee to work with 
the taxing districts.

Mr. Mednick asked to hear from each district’s legal counsel as soon as possible.

Mr. Burnett suggested calling the Roll for historical purposes.



COMMON COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING/INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOP MAY 13, 2024
NORWALK, CONNECTICUT COMMON COUNCIL CHAMBERS

Page 2

Ms. Dixon called the Roll:

Council at Large: Mr. Gregory Burnett Ms. Nora Niedzielski Eichner
Ms. Barbara Smyth

District A: Mr. Jalin Sead

District B: Ms. Darlene Young

District C: Ms. Jenn McMurrer Ms. Melissa Murray

District D: Ms. Heather Dunn Mr. Doug Sutton 

District E: Mr. James Frayer Ms. Lisa Shanahan

There were eleven (11) Common Councilmembers present and four (4) absent (Mr. Goldstein, 
Mr. Lopez, Ms. Ayers and Mr. Wiggins).

Also present were City Clerk, Irene Dixon and Atorney Steven Melnick.

IV. ADJOURNMENT

There was no further discussion and the workshop closed at 5:44 p.m.

ATTEST:_________________________
Irene Dixon, City Clerk


