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COMMON COUNCIL                                                           MARCH 26, 2019
NORWALK, CONNECTICUT                                COUNCIL CHAMBERS

ALL COMMON COUNCIL ACTIONS TAKEN AT THIS MEETING TO APPROVE 
EXPENDITURES AND CONTRACTS OR TO ACCEPT BIDS AND OTHER PROPOSALS 
REQUIRING THE EXPENDITURE OF CITY FUNDS ARE SUBJECT TO THE 
AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS  

Mr. Livingston called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and led the Assembly in reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. Livingston welcomed the Norwalk High School Champion Marching Bears and invited the 
members and their parents to come forward.  He read a Proclamation from the Mayor and 
congratulated the Norwalk High School Marching Bears. 

I. ROLL CALL

Ms. King called the Roll.  The following Common Council members were present:

Council at Large: Mr. Gregory Burnett Mr. Nicholas Sacchinelli
Mr. Colin Hosten Ms. Barbara Smyth
Mr. Corsello (7:38 p.m.)

District A: Ms. Eloisa Melendez Mr. Chris Yerinides

District B: Ms. Darlene Young

District C: Mr. John Kydes Ms. Beth Siegelbaum

District D: Mr. Douglas Hempstead Mr. George Tsiranides

District E: Mr. John Igneri Mr. Thomas Livingston

At Roll Call there were thirteen (13) Common Council members present and two (2) absent (Mr. 
Corsello and Mr. Dumas).

Also present were Corporation Counsel, Mario Coppola and City Clerk, Donna King.
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II. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES

Regular Meeting:       March 12, 2019

The following corrections were made:

Page 3:  delete the second “zero trust”
Page 5:change plan to plant

** MR. IGNERI MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES AS CORRECTED
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Public participation comments are not verbatim and represent a
summarization of statements unless otherwise noted.

Mr. Brad McKinney spoke in support of the application for the Pride in the Park event.  He 
shared information about the event and said this is their sixth year holding the event.  He noted 
that discrimination of LGBTQ people is not a thing of the past; however, this event celebrates 
diversity and provides a safe space for everyone.  Mr. McKinney asked everyone to stand 
together in support of full equality for everyone.

Mr. Corsello joined the meeting at 7:38 p.m.

IV. MAYOR

A. RESIGNATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS

RESIGNATIONS:   Colin Hosten, Human Relations Commission

Mr. Livingston announced Mr. Hosten’s resignation from the Human Relations Commission. 

APPOINTMENTS:    Donna Karnes, Board of Assessment Appeals, Alternate

** MR. HEMPSTEAD MOVED TO APPROVE THE APPOINTMENT OF DONNA 
KARNES TO THE BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS AS AN ALTERNATE

Mr. Hempstead spoke in support of this appointment.

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
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REAPPOINTMENTS:          William R. Speirs, Redevelopment Agency

** MR. SACCHINELLI MOVED TO APPROVE THE REAPPOINTMENT OF 
WILLIAM R. SPEIRS TO THE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY

Mr. Sacchinelli spoke in support of this reappointment.

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

Ms. King administered the Oath of Office to Ms. Karnes and Mr. Speirs.

MAYOR’S REMARKS:

In the absence of the Mayor, Common Council President Tom Livingston chaired the meeting 
and gave the remarks.  

Mr. Livingston reminded residents that their passes will expire on March 31, 2019. New resident 
passes may be obtained online on the city website. Paper passes will still be required at the 
transfer station.  A Special Events and School Rental Permit Signing will be held on April 8, 
2019. He congratulated the Norwalk High School Girls Basketball Team for winning the Class 
LL Championship. They are invited to attend the next Common Council meeting.

V. COUNCIL PRESIDENT

A. GENERAL COUNCIL BUSINESS:

RESIGNATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS 

 RESIGNATIONS:                  There were none this evening.

APPOINTMENTS:    There were none this evening.

REAPPOINTMENTS:            There were none this evening.

B.   CONSENT CALENDAR:

** MR. HEMPSTEAD MOVED THE FOLLOWING CONSENT CALENDAR:

VI.A.2, VI.A.3, VI.A.4, VII.A.1, VII.A.2, VII.A.4a, VII.A.4b, VII.B.1, VI.B.2, 
VII.B.3,  VII.B.4, VII.B.5, VII.B.6, VII.B.7, VII.B.8, VII.C.1, VII.C.2a, VII.C.2b, 
VII.C.3, VII.C.4, VII.C.5, VII.C.6a, VII.C.6b 
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VI. REPORTS:  DEPARTMENTS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

A.  CORPORATION COUNSEL

2.    APPROVE AUTHORIZATION TO SETTLE CLAIM: BRAULIO SEGURA-
ORDAZ V. FRANCOIS VAN RENSBERG AND THE CITY OF NORWALK.  

3.   APPROVE AUTHORIZATION TO SETTLE CLAIM: SAMANTHA SEGURA 
V. FRANCOIS VAN RENSBERG AND THE CITY OF NORWALK.   

4.   AUTHORIZATION TO EXECUTE INDEMNIFICATION AGREEMENT 
WITH WEBSTER BANK.  

VII.   COMMON COUNCIL COMMITTEES

A.   RECREATION, PARKS AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

1.   AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO ENTER INTO AN 
AGREEMENT WITH LAUREN SHRAGE FOR THE USE OF CALF PASTURE 
BEACH FOR THEIR LIGHT FOR KARA 5K WALK TO BE HELD SUNDAY, 
AUGUST 25, 2019 FROM 8:00 AM – 11:00 AM.   SET UP TO BEGIN AT 6:00 AM 
WITH TEAR DOWN NO LATER THAN 1:00 PM ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 25, 
2019.  ESTIMATED ATTENDANCE 350.          

 2.  AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO ENTER INTO AN 
AGREEMENT WITH NINETY 9 BOTTLES EVENTS, LLC. FOR THE USE OF 
OYSTER SHELL PARK FOR THEIR CRAFT BEAR FESTIVAL TO BE HELD 
ON SATURDAY, JUNE 1, 2019 FROM 2:00 PM – 5:00 PM.  SET UP TO BEGIN 
AT 10:00 AM WITH TEAR DOWN NO LATER THAN 8:00 PM ON SATURDAY,
JUNE 1, 2019.  ESTIMATED ATTENDANCE 1,200.          

 4A. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO ENTER INTO AN 
AGREEMENT WITH THE LEUKEMIA AND LYMPHOMA SOCIETY, INC. 
FOR THE USE OF CALF PASTURE BEACH WITH OVERFLOW PARKING AT
TAYLOR FARM FOR THE LEUKEMIA AND LYMPHOMA SOCIETY’S 
LIGHT THE NIGHT TO BE HELD SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2019 FROM 
5:00 PM – 8:00 PM.  SET UP TO BEGIN ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2019 AT 
9:00 AM WITH TEAR DOWN NO LATER THAN 11:00 PM ON SATURDAY, 
NOVEMBER 2, 2019.  ESTIMATED ATTENDANCE 1,000.      

 4B. APPROVE THE USE OF THE SHOWMOBILE BY THE LEUKEMIA AND 
LYMPHONA SOCIETY, INC. FOR THE LEUKEMIA AND LYMPHOMA 
SOCIETY’S LIGHT THE NIGHT TO BE HELD SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 
2019 FROM 5:00 PM – 8:00 PM.                                                                                       
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 B.    FINANCE COMMITTEE

 1.  ACCEPT AND APPROVE THE REPORT OF THE CLAIMS COMMITTEE 
DATED: MARCH 14, 2019.  

 2.  FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY: NARRATIVE ON TAX 
COLLECTIONS DATED MARCH 14, 2019.  

 3.  FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY: MONTHLY TAX 
COLLECTOR’S REPORT DATED: FEBRUARY 2019.  

 4.  RESOLVED THAT A SUM NOT TO EXCEED $8,246 BE AND THE SAME IS
HEREBY TRANSFERRED TO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT SPECIAL 
SERVICES DIVISION.  THE FUNDS WILL BE ALLOCATED TO REVENUES 
(ACCOUNT #0143010-4807) AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT (ACCOUNT 
#013042-5327).        

 5.  RESOLVED THAT A SUM NOT TO EXCEED $68,000 BE AND THE SAME 
IS HEREBY TRANSFERRED FROM CONTINGENCY (ACCOUNT #019600-
5900) TO THE OPERATIONS AND PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT TO 
COVER SALT AND CHEMICAL SUPPLIES (ACCOUNT #014025-5322).         

 6.  RESOLUTION: APPROVE A SPECIAL CAPITAL APPROPRIATION IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $188,413 TO THE RECREATION & PARKS DEPT. TO 
FUND THE PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION EQUIPMENT AT THE 
CORNER OF DAY AND RAYMOND STREETS. (09196030-5777 C0364).           

 7.  RESOLUTION: APPROVE A SPECIAL CAPITAL APPROPRIATION IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $67,500 TO THE HISTORICAL COMMISSION FOR 
WATER LINE REPLACEMENT AT MATHEWS PARK. (0919-6310-5777-C0132).
 8.  RESOLUTION:  AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF $67,500 OF GENERAL 
OBLIGATION BONDS OF THE CITY OF NORWALK TO FUND THE 
HISTORIC COMMISSION APPROPRIATION FOR WATER LINE 
REPLACEMENT AT MATHEWS PARK.   

C.    LAND USE AND BUILDING MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

1.   AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO ENTER INTO AN 
AGREEMENT WITH MELISSA MARSHALL DISABILITY POLICY 
CONSULTING (MMDPC) LLC FOR AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 
COMPLIANCE EVALUATION OF TEN SCHOOLS FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO
EXCEED $40,000.00.  ACCT. #0918-1000-5777-C0536    
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 2A.  AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASING AGENT TO ISSUE A PURCHASE 
ORDER TO RED THREAD SPACES, LLC. FOR THE MOVING OF 
FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT IN CITY HALL AS PART OF A WARRANTY 
CARPET REPLACEMENT PROJECT, FOR A TOTAL NOT TO EXCEED 
$42,924.00. ACCOUNT #09197100 5777 C0439.      

2B. AUTHORIZE THE OFFICE OF BUILDING MANAGEMENT TO ISSUE 
CHANGE ORDERS ON PURCHASE ORDER FOR A TOTAL NOT TO EXCEED
$4,292.00.          

3.   AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO EXECUTE AN 
AGREEMENT WITH NEWFIELD CONSTRUCTION, INC. AS THE 
CONSTRUCTION MANAGER (CM) FOR THE NORWALK HIGH SCHOOL 
TOILET ROOM ADA UPGRADES, CULINARY ARTS EXPANSION PROJECT 
AND WOOD DOORS & PANELING REPLACEMENT.  TERMS OF THE 
AGREEMENT SHALL INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: 

PRECONSTRUCTION PHASE SERVICES (INCLUDING REIMBURSABLE 
ALLOWANCE)  $35,000 
CM FEES (% OF TOTAL TRADE BIDS) 2.50%    CM CONTINGENCY (% OF 
TOTAL TRADE BIDS) 3.00%       

FOLLOWING BIDDING PROCESS, FINAL CONTRACT PRICE (GMP) WILL 
BE SUBMITTED TO THE COMMON COUNCIL FOR APPROVAL.   ACCT. 
#0918/195010 5777 C0610 & ACCT. #09195010 5777 C0619  

4.  AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASING AGENT TO ISSUE A PURCHASE ORDER
TO CONNECTICUT MATERIALS TESTING LAB, INC. FOR MATERIAL 
TESTING SERVICES FOR THE PONUS RIDGE SCHOOL ADDITION AND 
ALTERATIONS PROJECT FOR A TOTAL NOT TO EXCEED $77,000.00.  
FUNDS ARE AVAILABLE IN ACCT. #09185010 5777 C0608     

 5.  AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASING AGENT TO ISSUE A PURCHASE 
ORDER TO WILLIAM B. MEYER, INC. FOR MOVING SERVICES FOR THE 
PONUS RIDGE SCHOOL ADDITION AND ALTERATIONS PROJECT FOR A 
TOTAL NOT TO EXCEED $125,000.00.  FUNDS ARE AVAILABLE IN ACCT. 
#09185010 5777 C0608        

6A. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO EXECUTE AN 
AGREEMENT WITH BEYER BLINDER BELLE ARCHITECTS AND 
PLANNERS LLP FOR THE MARITIME AQUARIUM AT NORWALK 
FUNCTIONAL REPLACEMENT PROJECT TO PROVIDE ARCHITECTURAL 
DESIGN SERVICES FOR A TOTAL NOT TO EXCEED $1,514,033.16.   FUNDS 
AVAILABLE FROM THE STATE’S MARITIME AQUARIUM FUNCTIONAL 
REPLACEMENT GRANT.        
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 6B. AUTHORIZE TO ESTABLISH AN ALLOWANCE FOR PROJECT 
RELATED REIMBURSABLE EXPENSES AND ADDITIONAL SERVICES IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $150,000.       

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

VII.   COMMON COUNCIL COMMITTEES

A.   RECREATION, PARKS AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

** MR. CORSELLO MOVED TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING ITEM:

3A. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO ENTER INTO AN 
AGREEMENT WITH TRIANGLE COMMUNITY CENTER, INC. FOR THE 
USE OF MATHEWS PARK FOR THEIR ANNUAL PRIDE IN THE PARK TO 
BE HELD SATURDAY, JUNE 8, 2019 FROM 12:00 NOON – 8:00 PM.  SET UP 
TO BEGIN AT 6:00 AM WITH TEAR DOWN NO LATER THAN 10:00 PM ON 
SATURDAY, JUNE 8, 2019.  ESTIMATED ATTENDANCE 4,500.         

 3B. APPROVE THE USE OF THE SHOWMOBILE BY TRIANGLE 
COMMUNITY CENTER, INC. FOR THE ANNUAL PRIDE IN THE PARK AT 
MATHEWS PARK TO BE HELD SATURDAY, JUNE 8, 2019 FROM 12:00 
NOON – 8:00 PM.     

Ms. Melendez spoke in support of this event and said she was a member of the Common Council
six years ago, when the first event took place.  She said it is an amazing event that is held rain or 
shine.   She added that it is kid friendly.

Mr. Hosten said he remembered the first Pride in the Park event and said it has grown.  People 
come from all over the tri-state area.  LGBTQ+ people are marginalized and find themselves to 
be more prone to suicide and homelessness. This event creates visibility. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

A.  CORPORATION COUNSEL

Members of the public were excused and the members of the Common Council, Darren Callahan
and Tim Sheehan went into Executive Session at 7:53 p.m.

1.    DISCUSSION REGARDING THE LAND DISPOSITION AND 
DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY OF 
NORWALK, THE REDEVELOPMENT  AGENCY OF THE CITY OF 
NORWALK AND POKO-IWSR DEVELOPERS, LLC, DATED NOVEMBER 14, 
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2007 (AS  AMENDED), AND THE CONDITIONAL AGREEMENT BY AND 
BETWEEN THE CITY, THE AGENCY AND POKO, DATED JULY 27, 2015  
AND THE LOAN RECOGNITION AGREEMENT, BY AND BETWEEN POKO-
IWSR DEVELOPERS, LLC, THE CITY OF NORWALK, THE   
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY OF NORWALK, CITIBANK, 
N.A., STATE OF CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING, STATE  OF 
CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT, NATIONAL EQUITY FUND, INC., MC CREDIT,  LLC, IWSR
OWNERS, LLC AND ILSR OWNERS, LLC, DATED NOVEMBER 14, 2007 (AS 
AMENDED).   EXECUTIVE SESSION    

The Common Council came out of Executive Session at 9:25 p.m.

During Executive Session, no actions were taken.

VIII.       RESOLUTIONS FROM COMMON COUNCIL

 There were none this evening.

IX. MOTIONS POSTPONED TO A SPECIFIC DATE

There were none this evening.

X. SUSPENSION OF RULES

There were none this evening.

XI. ADJOURNMENT

** MR. IGNERI MOVED TO ADJOURN
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

There was no further business and the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 9:26 p.m.

ATTEST:_________________________
Donna King, City Clerk




