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COMMON COUNCIL FEBRUARY 25, 2020
NORWALK, CONNECTICUT COUNCIL CHAMBERS

ALL COMMON COUNCIL ACTIONS TAKEN AT THIS MEETING TO 
APPROVE EXPENDITURES AND CONTRACTS OR TO ACCEPT BIDS AND 
OTHER PROPOSALS REQUIRING THE EXPENDITURE OF CITY FUNDS 
ARE SUBJECT TO THE AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS

Mayor Rilling called the meeting to order at 7:36 p.m. and led the Assembly in reciting 
the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. King read the notice stating that the meeting was being audio recorded and 
videotaped with subtitles for public broadcast. She asked everyone to speak clearly, one 
at a time, into the microphone and said that assisted listening devices were available.

I. ROLL CALL

Ms. King called the Roll.  The following Common Council members were present:

Council at Large: Mr. Gregory Burnett Ms. Dominique Johnson
Mr. Manny Langella Mr. Nick Sacchinelli
Ms. Barbara Smyth

District A: Mr. David Heuvelman Kadeem Roberts

District B: Ms. Darlene Young

District C: Mr. John Kydes Mr. George Theodoridis

District D: Mr. George Tsiranides Mr. Tom Keegan

District E: Mr. Thomas Livingston Ms. Lisa Shanahan

At Roll Call there were fourteen (14) Common Council members present and one (1) 
absent (Mr. Dumas).

Also present:  Mayor Harry Rilling, Donna King, City Clerk and Mario Coppola, 
Corporation Counsel. 
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II. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES

Special Meeting: February 11, 2020

** MS. SHANAHAN MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES AS PRESENTED
** MOTION PASSED WITH ONE (1) ABSTENTION (MR. KYDES)

Regular Meeting: February 11, 2020

** MS. SHANAHAN MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES AS PRESENTED
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Public participation comments are not verbatim and represent a summarization of
statements unless otherwise noted.

Ms. Jill Aventis spoke in support of the operating budget and said resources are stretched 
very thin. As a homeowner, she said she was tired of having the same conversation every 
year.  She submitted a study showing that home values are tied to school performance. 

Mr. Rene Soto spoke in favor of the operating budget and funding art education.

Ms. Eva Valaz said she and her husband chose to move to Norwalk.  They are both 
teachers in affluent towns and they’ve defended Norwalk’s schools, noting they are 
thrilled with all the staff their children come into contact with.  She said they need the 
support of a full budget.  As a taxpayer, that is what she wants to see.

Ms. Meaghan Hopkins talked about the times she came before different boards to ask for 
funding. She said Norwalk has stepped up and is the top performing urban school in the 
State.  She said people need to stay in Norwalk.  When she sees growth in Norwalk, she 
questions why the school budget can’t be funded.  She said she is concerned there is a 
disproportionate amount ending up in the rainy-day fund. 

Mr. Erik Fischman of the Norwalk Immigration Coalition read letters from two ELL 
students asking for support of the ELL budget. 
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Ms. Emma Aponte, seventh grade student explained how funding has helped her and 
asked for the Board of Education budget to be funded. 

Ms. Sarah LeMieux, Chair, Norwalk Board of Education said she was 100% in support of
an audit/efficiency system that will look for ways to be more efficient.  She said they all 
inherited an unfair situation that perpetuates unfairness.  She said the new Board of 
Education is committed to improving the system.  She said it would be helpful to think of
what is being requested as necessary and not as frivolous new items. 

Ms. LeMieux said they are bringing in a new superintendent who is ready to work with 
the City as partners.  She asked that the Board of Education be funded.

Mr. Tyler Fairbane said he was upset by Mr. Sacchinelli’s proposal last week at the 
Finance Claim Committee’s meeting.  He said he does not want his tax dollars wasted 
and talked about the gift cards and unused supplies.  He noted that Naramake is forever 
scrambling for supplies and sends his child to school with supplies.  He urged the 
Common Council to abandon the thoughts of holding $5 million hostage. He said he was 
fully in support of an audit.

Ms. Barbara Myer Mitchell, Norwalk Board of Education said that Norwalk Public 
Schools enhance property values.  She told the Common Council members that it was 
imperative they support the schools to the best of their ability.  She said she promises that
the board of Education will work hard during this reconciliation process. She added that 
she hoped the Representatives would help achieve funding for the ELL students. 

Ms. Myer Mitchell said the Common Council agreed they had a need in November and 
approved the special appropriation.  She said it was important to engage a corporation 
that specializes in schools.  There should be collaboration across the boards to bridge the 
gap. She said she wants to avoid a year when the Board of Education is not fully funded 
and the City ends up with a surplus.  She proposed they work collaboratively to find one 
time costs to use the rainy day fund.

Ms. Jeannine Randolph talked about Naramake and said they are fighting for the revision 
of the gym/auditorium/cafeteria. She said there are a lot of issues and does not want to be 
in a position to fight for Naramake when it would be taken away from another school.  
There needs to be a plan to work together as a community.  She said she understood this 
was difficult, but asked the Common Council members to think about the schools.

Ms. Sarah Macinte spoke in support of the Board of Education and said she left last 
week’s Finance Claims Committee meeting very disappointed.  She said she was 
impressed by the Norwalk Public Schools and speaking as a taxpayer, said it was 
important to invest in the schools.  She said she had 308 signatures in support of the 
Board of Education’s budget. 
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Ms. Gloria Neiderer spoke on behalf of 14 people on the Fox Run Governance Council 
who asked for the Board of Education budget to be funded. She said the students at Fox 
Run experienced a drop in test scores and requested a math instructional coach.  She said 
Fox Run experienced turnover in the Intervention Team and she would like to see 
funding for the full-time positions.

Mr. Erik Neiderer said the kids are the most important members of the community.  He 
spoke about analytics and asked what was wrong with the Board of Education’s ask.  He 
said he was fiscally conservative and said they did not need $60,000 for Wi-Fi in the 
buses or $500,000 for a change in start time.  He said that regarding ELL students, we are
community that should follow the law for the ELL students, regardless of their 
immigration status. 

Ms. Robinson spoke about the need for parents to come before the Common Council to 
ask for funding.  She said she was here as a taxpayer who wants to see the schools 
funded.  She said she was all for building a new school, but if it is not funded, families 
will leave.  She talked about the rainy day fund and how the PTAs have to raise fund to 
help defray costs.  

Mr. Jim Napoli said that he is here every year to ask for funding for the Board of 
Education’s budget.  He said a Realtor told him that the Norwalk School system has 
taken a huge leap because of the current administration, but every year there is a slash.  
He said he disagreed with Mr. Sacchinelli’s grandstanding, but agreed there should be an 
audit.  

Mr. Adam Blank asked the Common Council to substantially fund the Board of 
Education’s request.  He said he was disappointed at the new Finance Director’s 
comments and hopes that will not become standard fare.  He said there have been some 
complaints about the burden on the taxpayers.  He said he came up with average property
tax for surrounding towns and said they pay twice as much as Norwalk. 

Mr. Bryan Meek said there was a structural problem in Norwalk with the rainy day fund. 
He said that he would like to see the City allocate part of it to accommodate population 
growth. 

Ms. Ali Griffin asked her daughter, Ellie Griffin to talk in support of the Board of 
Education budget.  Ellie said she loves her school and asked the Common Council 
members to not cut the funds and find a way to make the schools better. 

Ms. Donna Smirniotopoulos said she has a lot of empathy for the parents.  She said the 
City is being asked to give the Board of Education all the funding they asked for.  She 
said she does not know how the money that was budgeted was accounted for.  She said 
the City is legally bound to provide a free education, but has not heard from Hartford.  
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She said the City should be asking for funding because Norwalk is being shortchanged.  
She asked what is Hartford doing to help Norwalk to do right by the ELL students.

Ms. Flemming said she likes the diversity in Norwalk and does not want to move.

Ms. April Winerstrong read a letter sent to the Common Council this week defining the 
work investment.  She asked to invest in the children and the Town.  She said this 
infighting is trifling.  She said supporting the Board of Education’s budget is important.  
Taxpaying families are moving away to get away from our schools. 

Ms. Kiara Brown, Brien McMahon student said she has a lot of experience with 
situations in school that cause people to struggle.  She said so many teachers gave up on 
her and the teacher who cared about the students, helped her to succeed.  She said a lot of
students are ready to drop out or hurt themselves, because they feel no one listens to 
them. She asked the Common Council t consider supporting the schools to be sure they 
are successful.

No  other members of the public wished to speak.

IV. MAYOR

A. RESIGNATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS

RESIGNATIONS: There were none this evening.

APPOINTMENTS: There were none this evening.

REAPPOINTMENTS: There were none this evening.

MAYOR’S REMARKS:

Mayor Rilling announced that the  Arts Commission will open its first Mayor’s Gallery 
exhibit of the year on February 26, 2020. The exhibit will feature a photographic history 
of the Norwalk Fire Department. On March 3, 2020, Stepping Stones Museum for 
Children will mark its 20th Anniversary with a celebration of community partnerships. 
On March 4, 2020, the Public Library will commemorate Women’s History Month. The 
Mayor thanked everyone who held events and activities in Norwalk to celebrate Black 
History Month. 
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V. COUNCIL PRESIDENT

Ms. Smyth thanked all of the speakers and said they were heard.

B. CONSENT CALENDAR:

** MR. KYDES MOVED THE FOLLOWING CONSENT CALENDAR:

VII.A.1, VII.A.3, VII.A.4, VII.A.5, VII.A.6, VII.A.7A, VII.A.7B, VII.A.8, 
VII.A.9, VII.A.10, VII.B.1, VII.B.2, VII.B.3

VI. REPORTS: DEPARTMENTS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

A. CORPORATION COUNSEL

VII. COMMON COUNCIL COMMITTEES

A. RECREATION, PARKS AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

1. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO ENTER INTO 
AN AGREEMENT WITH N.I.C.E., INC. FOR THE USE OF OYSTER 
SHELL PARK FOR THEIR ANNUAL N.I.C.E. FESTIVAL TO BE HELD 
SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2020 FROM 11:00 AM – 10:00 PM WITH SET UP 
TO BEGIN AT 6:00 AM SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2020 WITH TEAR DOWN
NO LATER THAN 11:00 PM SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2020. ESTIMATED 
ATTENDANCE 4,000 

3. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO ENTER INTO 
AN AGREEMENT WITH THE LEUKEMIA AND LYMPHOMA 
SOCIETY FOR THE USE OF CALF PASTURE BEACH FOR THEIR 
ANNUAL LEUKEMIA AND LYMPHOMA SOCIETY LIGHT THE 
NIGHT EVENT TO BE HELD SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2020 FROM 
9:00 AM – 11:00 PM. SET-UP TO BEGIN FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2020 
9:00 AM WITH TEAR DOWN NO LATER THAN 11:00 PM SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 24, 2020. ESTIMATED ATTENDANCE 1,000 

4. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO ENTER INTO 
AN AGREEMENT WITH MULTIPLE MYELOMA RESEARCH 
FOUNDATION FOR THE USE OF TAYLOR FARM FOR THEIR 
ANNUAL MMRF TEAM FOR CURES 5K WALK/RUN TO BE HELD 
SATURDAY, JUNE 13, 2020 FROM 7:30 AM – 11:00 AM. SET-UP TO 
BEGIN FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 2020 AT 8:00 AM WITH TEAR DOWN NO 
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LATER THAN 5:00 PM SATURDAY, JUNE 13, 2020. ESTIMATED 
ATTENDANCE 1,000 

5. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO ENTER INTO 
AN AGREEMENT WITH COACHMAN ROD & CUSTOM CAR CLUB OF
NORWALK, CT FOR THEIR USE OF CALF PASTURE BEACH ON 
TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2020 WITH A RAIN DATE OF THURSDAY, MAY 
14, 2020, TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 2020 WITH A RAIN DATE OF THURSDAY,
JUNE 11, 2020, TUESDAY, JULY 7, 2020 WITH A RAIN DATE OF 
THURSDAY, JULY 9, 2020, AND TUESDAY, AUGUST 11, 2020 WITH A 
RAIN DATE OF THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 2020. ESTIMATED 
ATTENDANCE 800 PER SHOW. 

6. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO EXECUTE A 
LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AT NO COST FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF CONSTRUCTING A PORTION OF THE NORWALK 
RIVER VALLEY TRAIL FROM GRIST MILL ROAD NORTH TO THE 
CITY BORDER WITH WILTON. 

7A. AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASING AGENT TO ISSUE A PURCHASE 
ORDER TO UNITED CONCRETE PRODUCTS INC. FOR THE NATHAN
HALE PRE-FABRICATED RESTROOM/CONCESSION BUILDING AS A
SOLE SOURCE REQUEST FOR A SUM NOT EXCEED $153,090. 
ACCOUNT #09206030-5777-C0518.

7B. AUTHORIZE THE DIRECTOR, RECREATION AND PARKS, TO 
ISSUE CHANGE ORDER TO UNITED CONCRETE PRODUCTS INC. 
FOR THE NATHAN HALE PRE-FABRICATED 
RESTROOM/CONCESSION BUILDING FOR A SUM NOT TO EXCEED 
$15,309.00. ACCOUNT #09206030-5777-C0518.

8. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO ENTER INTO 
AN AGREEMENT WITH DEROSA SPORTS CONSTRUCTION INC. 
FOR PROJECT #3979 FLAX HILL BASKETBALL COURT AND 
NATHAN HALE MIDDLE SCHOOL TENNIS COURTS RENOVATION 
FOR A SUM NOT EXCEED $206,085.00(FLAX HILL BASKETBALL 
COURTS $99,425.00, NATHAN HALE MIDDLE SCHOOL TENNIS 
COURTS $106,660.00). ACCOUNT #’S 09176030-5777-C0321, 09186030-
5777-C0321, 09196030-5777-C0321, AND 09206030-5777-C0321.

9. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO ENTER INTO 
AN AGREEMENT WITH STANTEC CONSULTING SERVICES INC. 
FOR PROJECT #3984 BROAD RIVER PARK ATHLETIC FIELD 
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DESIGN SERVICES FOR A SUM NOT TO EXCEED $91,350. ACCOUNT 
#09206030- 5777-C0658.

10. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO ENTER INTO
AN AGREEMENT WITH STANTEC CONSULTING SERVICES INC. 
FOR PROJECT #3985 CONSULTING AND DESIGN SERVICES FOR A 
TURF SOFTBALL FIELD AT BRIEN MCMAHON HIGH SCHOOL FOR 
A SUM NOT TO EXCEED $45,000.00. ACCOUNT #09206030-5777-C0659.

B. FINANCE AND CLAIMS COMMITTEE

1. ACCEPT AND APPROVE THE REPORT OF THE CLAIMS 
COMMITTEE DATED: FEBRUARY 13, 2020 

2. FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY: NARRATIVE ON TAX 
COLLECTIONS DATED FEBRUARY 13, 2020. 

3. FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY: MONTHLY TAX 
COLLECTOR’S REPORT DATED: JANUARY 2020. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

VII. COMMON COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Due to a potential conflict of interest, Ms. Johnson recused herself and left the Common 
Council Chambers. 

A. RECREATION, PARKS AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

** MS. YOUNG MOVED TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:

2A. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO ENTER 
INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH TRIANGLE COMMUNITY CENTER 
FOR THE USE OF MATHEWS PARK FOR THE 2020 PRIDE IN THE 
PARK TO BE HELD SATURDAY, JUNE 6, 2020 FROM 8:00 AM – 11:00 
PM. SET UP TO BEGIN FRIDAY, JUNE 5, 2020 AT 10:00 AM WITH 
TEAR DOWN NO LATER THAN 12:00 MIDNIGHT SATURDAY, JUNE 6,
2020. ESTIMATED ATTENDANCE 6,500 

2B. APPROVE THE USE SHOW MOBILE BY TRIANGLE COMMUNITY
CENTER FOR THE 2020 PRIDE IN THE PARK TO BE HELD FRIDAY, 
JUNE 5, 2020 FROM 8:00 AM – 11:00 PM. 
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** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

Ms. Johnson returned to the Common Council Chambers.

Mr. Kydes asked for a recess at 8:58 p.m.
The meeting resumed at 9:07 p.m.

B. FINANCE AND CLAIMS COMMITTEE

4. RESOLUTION:

Mr. Burnett explained that the Finance Claims Committee held a meeting last week and 
moved to forward the following resolution.  He said the goal was to keep the tax rates as 
low as possible and to maintain, and in some cases, improve services.  This included an 
$8 million draw down from the rainy-day fund.  He said it was essential that the draw 
down not impact the City’s AAA bond raging.  

** MR. BURNETT MOVED THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

WHEREAS, SECTION I-289 OF THE NORWALK CHARTER REQUIRES 
THAT A MAJORITY OF THE COMMON COUNCIL VOTE TO 
ESTABLISH A SPECIFIC SPENDING LIMITATION ON LOCALLY 
FUNDED EXPENDITURES DURING THE PROCESS OF 
ESTABLISHING THE NEXT FISCAL YEAR’S OPERATING BUDGET.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF NORWALK THAT: 

THE MAXIMUM LIMIT ON TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE 
CITY OF NORWALK FOR FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2020 
SHALL BE NO MORE THAN $368,763,931. THIS APPROPRIATION CAP
REPRESENTS TOTAL EXPENDITURES OF $385,630,101 LESS 
ESTIMATED INTERGOVERNMENTAL GRANTS OF $16,866,170. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THE RESULT OF THIS VOTE 
AND RESOLUTION, TOGETHER WITH THE ATTACHED 2020-21 
BUDGET GUIDE, BE FORWARDED BY THE CLERK OF THE CITY OF 
NORWALK TO THE BOARD OF ESTIMATE AND TAXATION.

Mr. Langella thanked everyone who came out.  He said this is a very difficult item to 
discuss and said he witnessed the lack of transparency.  He said he can’t get answers that 
he needs to make a decision.  Mr. Langella said they need to keep in mind the need to 
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look at cost savings from the Board of Education and to stop looking at the rainy-day 
fund to pay bills.  In addition, they need to be aware of the debt obligations. Mr. Langella
said that as much as they have a responsibility to the students, they also have an 
obligation to the taxpayers.

Mr. Livingston thanked everyone for coming out.  He said the people ask him what is the 
hardest part of being on the Common Council and he said it is trying to reconcile all the 
requests.  He said that the reality is that you can’t. He said he has to consider the 
taxpayers and would like to see things funded on the City side.  He said he ran on an 
education platform and said that this Common Council and its predecessors supported the
Board of Education. 

Mr. Livingston said they are not talking about cuts, but are talking about the size of the 
increase.  He noted that what is put in this year’s budget has to be put in next year’s 
budget.  He said he takes comfort that the Board of Education agreed to an operations 
review that will look for efficiencies on both sides. Mr. Livingston said that it was 
important to note, this is not a financial audit.  He said that Mr. Hamilton is extremely 
professional.

Mr. Tsiranides said he heard a lot about programs, but wanted to talk about the un 
represented residents in Norwalk – the elderly. He said he hears what people are saying 
about the schools, but they need to think about the people who live paycheck to paycheck
and are struggling. 

Mr. Sacchinelli said this is challenging.  He said the public spoke for the students.  He 
said he made a recommendation on Thursday and was demonized for it.  Mr. Sacchinelli 
said that what was not pointed out was his question about why the money did not go to 
the kids.  He said the Common Council can’t address where the funds go.  He said the 
spending is unsustainable.  He said that he did not propose a cut, but asked for 
accountability

Mr. Sacchinelli said the Board of Education is on board for an operational review and 
that was what he hoped for. 

Ms. Smyth said she understood Mr. Sacchinelli received a lot of information which asked
about wasted spending on the part of the Board of Education. She said she was stunned to
hear from Fox Run parents about their test scores and said it was concerning.  As an 
Educator, she said she wants the money to go to the kids.

Ms. Smyth talked about unfunded mandates and said that has been going on for a long 
time.  
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Ms. Smyth spoke to Mr. Hamilton and said that he felt his integrity was in question.  She 
said she did not take Mr. Dachowitz’ presentation that way and said his integrity was 
never in question.

Ms. Smyth said it is really easy as teachers to question what comes down from the 
Central Office.  As a Common Council member, she had an opportunity to work with Dr.
Adamowski and others and was impressed by their commitment to education.  It all boils 
down to balance and working together. 

Ms. Smyth said they have a new Board of Education and a commitment to be more 
transparent.  She said she supports the Mayor’s recommended budget. 

Mr. Kydes said he was very torn with this budget.  The numbers are higher than he has 
seen in the last 10 years and this level is not sustainable.  He noted that transparence and 
cost effective are not words used by the Board of Education.  He said they need to find a 
way to serve the children and the taxpayers.  

Mr. Kydes said he saw the implementation of a lot of initiatives and they have been hit or
miss, but they came at a high cost. He said that going forward, he hoped the Board of 
Education spent the money for efficiently.  He said he wants to keep the money in the 
classroom and benefit the children.

Mr. Heuvelman said being here was eye opening.  He said he was responsible for 90,000 
relatives and has to weigh those priorities.  He said it breaks his heart to hear about Fox 
Run School.  The biggest takeaway is the animosity in this process.  He said that moving 
forward, they need to bridge the gaps in communication. He said they are all Team 
Norwalk.

Ms. Shanahan said the presentations by the parents and children were compelling. She 
said she hoped the Board of Education would cooperate with the Common Council next 
year.  She said they were all disappointed in how this went.  This is not sustainable and 
they may have to find other ways.

Mr. Roberts said the students are our future doctors, teachers, Police officers and Fire 
fighters.  He said it was about balanced and open communication.

Ms. Young said people questioned if the Common Council listens to them.  She said they 
listen and will continue to listen.  She said they did not cut the budget and this was not 
done undercover.  The ask was bigger, but there were concessions.  She said she looks 
forward to working with the new Superintendent.

Ms. Young said she worked with Mr. Hamilton on the City side and he brought a 
different perspective.  She said she appreciated all his hard work for the children and 
residents.  She said she would like to see this process change. 
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Ms. Smyth spoke to the parents and said a number of years ago, the administration only 
cared about breaking the teachers Union.  She said they came very far and during Mayor 
Rilling’s administration, they funded a lot of initiatives.

Mr. Sacchinelli emphasized that as challenging as it was, it was made easier by Board of 
Education members trying to make this process better.  

Mayor Rilling thanked the teachers who give of themselves and deserve out gratitude.  
He said that some speakers said that year after year they have to come to the Common 
Council to beg for funding.  He said that it hasn’t been contentious and they created a 
relationship that minimizes contention. 

Mayor Rilling said he hears about people living on fixed incomes whose taxes keep going
up.  He said the most difficult part of being Mayor is creating a budget and raising taxes.  
He said that two weeks ago $2.2 million was cut from the City budget.  Currently the 
rainy-day fund is $63 million, but it will come down to $55 million.  He said they can’t 
keep drawing down on it.  He said it has been a very challenging time.  He thanked Mr. 
Hamilton and Mr. Dachowitz.

Mayor Rilling said this is the single largest allocation in one year for the Board of 
Education. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

The members of the Common Council went into Executive Session at 9:45 p.m.  to 
discuss the following item.

2. APPOINTMENT OF MATTHEW SAPIENZA, ESQ. AS ASSISTANT 
CORPORATION COUNSEL (PLEASE SEE ATTACHED LETTER) 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The members of the public left the Common Council chambers.

The members of the Common Council came out of Executive Session at 9:58 p.m.

During Executive Session no motions were made and no votes were taken.

** MS. SMYTH MOVED TO APPROVE THE APPOINTMENT OF 
MATTHEW SAPIENZA, ESQ. AS ASSISTANT CORPORATION 
COUNSEL 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
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A. GENERAL COUNCIL BUSINESS:

** MS. SMYTH MOVED TO  AUTHORIZE THE NORWALK LAW 
DEPARTMENT TO FILE AN OFFER OF COMPROMISE AS PROPOSED
BY THE CORPORATION COUNSEL IN THE LAWSUIT TITLED CITY 
OF NORWALK AND CITY OF NORWALK REDEVELOPMENT 
AGENCY VS. ILSR OWNERS, LLC AND WALL ST, OPPORTUNITY 
FUND, LLC, DOCKET NO. FST-CV18-6038249-S, WHICH IS PENDING 
IN THE STAMFORD-JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT STAMFORD. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

X. MOTIONS POSTPONED TO A SPECIFIC DATE

There were none.

XI. SUSPENSION OF THE RULES

There were none.

** MR. KYDES MOVED TO ADJOURN
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

There was no further business and the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 10:00 p.m.

ATTEST:_______________________
Donna King, City Clerk




