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ALL COMMON COUNCIL ACTIONS TAKEN AT THIS MEETING TO APPROVE EXPENDITURES AND CONTRACTS 
OR TO ACCEPT BIDS AND OTHER PROPOSALS REQUIRING THE EXPENDITURE OF CITY FUNDS ARE SUBJECT  
TO THE AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS 

To allow public access, anyone may access a meeting by telephone, Zoom, and/or the City of Norwalk YouTube channel. 
Specific instructions and links can be found at   

norwalkct.org/meetings 

 

Members of the public can call in and listen to a meeting. They will not be able to speak or see any of the meeting participants. 
Each meeting will use a unique Meeting/Webinar ID. Please find the information using the link above.  

 

Members of the public who wish to provide "live comments" will need to register in advance and use the Zoom meeting 
platform. All participants will be muted upon entering the meeting. To speak, click the “raise your hand indicator” and you will 
called on by the host of the meeting during the public comment section. Please find the information using the link above.  

 

Members of the public who wish to view the meeting, but are not participating, can view a live stream on the City of Norwalk 
YouTube channel. This stream is delayed by approximately 20 seconds. Please find the information using the link above. The 
meeting recording and minutes will be posted on the City of Norwalk website within seven (7) days after the meeting.  

 

Members of the public who wish to provide public comment are encouraged to submit those via email in advance of the 
meeting. For these comments to be read into the record, they should be submitted at least three hours in advance of the 
meeting start time. Please email Irene Dixon at idixon@norwalkct.org to provide written public comment prior to the meeting.  

 

I. ROLL CALL       
 

II. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES              
 
             Regular Meeting:      January 11, 2022 
                                      
III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION          
                           
IV. MAYOR 
 

A. RESIGNATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS 
 

             RESIGNATIONS:     Barbara McCabe, Bike Walk Commission 
 

APPOINTMENTS:     
    

             REAPPOINTMENTS:    
   

MAYOR’S REMARKS:    
 
    V. COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

 
 

A. GENERAL COUNCIL BUSINESS:   
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      B.   CONSENT CALENDAR:  
 

VI. REPORTS:  DEPARTMENTS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 

A. CORPORATION COUNSEL 
 

1. Potential Executive Session to discuss Legal Memorandum, File No. WD- 50400-0153   of   Assistant   
Corporation   Counsel, Darin   L.   Callahan   dated December 29, 2021, RE: Land acquisition   

    EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

VII.   COMMON COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
 

 A.   RECREATION, PARKS AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
 

1. Authorize the Mayor, Harry W. Rilling, to enter an Agreement with Greenwich Kennel Club/Longshore Southport  
Kennel Club for the use of Taylor Farm Park and immediate surrounding grounds for their 88th Greenwich Kennel 
Club/Longshore Southport Kennel Club AKC Dog Show, obedience, and rally to be held on Saturday, June 11, 
2022 from 8:30 AM to 6:30 PM and Sunday, June 12, 2022 from 8:30 AM to 6:30 PM.  Set-up to begin 
Wednesday, June 8, 2022 at 6:00 AM with a tear-down no later than Monday June 13, 2022 at 6:30 PM. 
Approximate attendance 800 people. 

 
2. Authorize the Mayor, Harry W. Rilling to enter into an agreement Tyrone Martylewski for the lease agreement for  

Caretaker’s Cottage at Cranbury Park for the period of July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2026. 
 
3. Approve the following resolution: 
 
       Whereas, pursuant to the Urban Act Program 4-66c, the Connecticut Department of Economic and Community 
 Development is authorized to extend financial assistance for economic development projects; and 
  
       Whereas, it is desirable and in the public interest that the City of Norwalk make an application to the State for $5 
 million, in order to undertake the Cranbury Park Renovations and to execute an Assistance Agreement. 
  
       Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Common Council of the City of Norwalk; 
  

1. That it is cognizant of the conditions and prerequisites for the state financial assistance imposed by the State 
of Connecticut, Department of Economic and Community Development, Urban Act Program 4-66c; and 

  
2. That the filing of an application for State financial assistance by the City of Norwalk in an amount not to 

exceed $5 million is hereby approved; 
  

3. That Harry W. Rilling, Mayor, City of Norwalk,  is directed to execute and file such application with the 
Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development, to provide such additional information, to 
execute such other documents as may be required, to execute an Assistance Agreement with the State of 
Connecticut for State financial assistance if such an agreement is offered, to execute any amendments, 
decisions, and revisions thereto, and to act as the authorized representative of the City of Norwalk. 
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B. ORDINANCE COMMITTEE

1. Approve the following revisions/amendments to the following City Code sections:
Chapter 45, Article II – Sale and Dispensing of Food and Drink Section 21 – Definitions, Food-Handling
Establishment - Sections 45-21.

C. PUBLIC SAFETY AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE

1. Authorize the Mayor, Harry W. Rilling to execute any and all documents necessary to apply for and accept grant
funds from the Department of Justice under the FY2021 Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant, in the
amount of. $35,428.00

2. Authorize the Police Chief, Thomas E. Kulhawik to execute any and all agreements, documents, instruments and
amendments thereto as may be necessary to implement all programs through the FY2021 Edward Byrne
Memorial Justice Assistance Grant pursuant to such grant funding.

D. LAND USE AND BUILDING MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

1. Adopt proposed Norwalk Public Schools’ facilities improvement plan for the development of a South Norwalk
Elementary School subject to the approval of capital budget funds through Special Appropriation process.

E. FINANCE AND CLAIMS COMMITTEE

1. Accept and Approve the Report of the Claims Committee Dated: January 13, 2022

2. For informational purposes only: Narrative on Tax Collections Dated: January 13, 2022

3. For informational purposes only: Monthly Tax Collector’s Report Dated: December 2022

4. RESOLUTION: Requesting a Special Capital Appropriation in the amount of $72,000,000 to purchase property
and construct a new neighborhood school in South Norwalk to accommodate 682 PreK – 5 students.  The special
capital appropriation shall be funded through: (a) a reallocation of $39,114,864 of bond proceeds that were
previously issued for Project #0918-5010-5777-C0607 (New Columbus School at Ely Avenue) in the amount of
$17,314,319 and Project #0919-5010-5777-C0618 (Norwalk Global Studies) and Project #0920-5010-5777-C0618
(Norwalk Global Studies) in the amount of $21,800,545; and (b) the reallocation of $32,885,136 million of
authorized but unissued general obligation bonds or notes of the City from Project #0918-5010-5777-C0607 (New
Columbus School at Ely Avenue), Project #0919-5010-5777-C0618 (Norwalk Global Studies) and Project #0920-
5010-5777-C0618 (Norwalk Global Studies).  The $32,885,136 of bonds or notes of the City shall be issued in
accordance with the provisions and terms set forth in the original bond resolutions that authorized the issuance of
bonds or notes of the City for Project #0918-5010-5777-C0607 (New Columbus School at Ely Avenue) and Project
#0919-5010-5777-C0618 (Norwalk Global Studies) and Project #0920-5010-5777-C0618 (Norwalk Global
Studies).
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5. RESOLUTION:  Close out of Project #0918-5010-5777-C0607 (New Columbus School at Ely Avenue) and  

deauthorize $24,250,000 of authorized but unissued bonds for Project #0918-5010-5777-C0607 (New Columbus 
School at Ely Avenue). 

 
6.  RESOLUTION:  Close out of Project #0919-5010-5777-C0618 (Norwalk Global Studies) and Project #0920-5010-

5777-C0618 (Norwalk Global Studies) and deauthorize $12,592,530 of authorized but unissued bonds for Project 
#0919-5010-5777-C0618 (Norwalk Global Studies) and Project #0920-5010-5777-C0618 (Norwalk Global 
Studies).  

      
  IX.      MOTIONS POSTPONED TO A SPECIFIC DATE 
   
  X.      SUSPENSION OF RULES 
 
  XI.     ADJOURNMENT   
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COMMON COUNCIL JANUARY 11, 2022 

NORWALK, CONNECTICUT VIA TELECONFERENCE 

ALL COMMON COUNCIL ACTIONS TAKEN AT THIS MEETING TO 

APPROVE EXPENDITURES AND CONTRACTS OR TO ACCEPT BIDS AND 

OTHER PROPOSALS REQUIRING THE EXPENDITURE OF CITY FUNDS 

ARE SUBJECT TO THE AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS 

To allow public access, anyone may access a meeting by telephone, Zoom, and/or the 

City of Norwalk YouTube channel. 

Specific instructions and links can be found at norwalkct.org/meetings 

Members of the public can call in and listen to a meeting. They will not be able to speak 

or see any of the meeting participants. Each meeting will use a unique Meeting/Webinar 

ID. Please find the information using the link above. 

Members of the public who wish to provide "live comments" will need to register in 

advance and use the Zoom meeting platform. All participants will be muted upon 

entering the meeting. To speak, click the “raise your hand indicator” and you will called 

on by the host of the meeting during the public comment section. Please find the 

information using the link above. 

Members of the public who wish to view the meeting, but are not participating, can view 

a live stream on the City of Norwalk YouTube channel. This stream is delayed by 

approximately 20 seconds. Please find the information using the link above. The meeting 

recording and minutes will be posted on the City of Norwalk website within seven (7) 

days after the meeting. 

Members of the public who wish to provide public comment are encouraged to submit 

those via email in advance of the meeting. For these comments to be read into the record, 

they should be submitted at least three hours in advance of the meeting start time. Please 

email Irene Dixon at Idixon@norwalkct.org to provide written public comment prior to 

the meeting. 

Mayor Rilling called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and led the Assembly in reciting 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

I. ROLL CALL

Ms. Dixon called the Roll 

II
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Council at Large: Mr. Gregory Burnett  Mr. Joshua Goldstein   

 

Ms. Dominique Johnson Ms. Nora Niedzielski Eichner  

(7:34 p.m.) 

 

Ms. Barbara Smyth 

 

District A:  Ms. Nicol Ayers  Mr. David Heuvelman   

 

District B:  Ms. Darlene Young  Ms. Diana Revolus 

 

District C:  Mr. John Kydes  Ms. Jenn McMurrer   

 

District D:  Ms. Heidi Alterman  Mr. Thomas Keegan 

 

District E:  Mr. Thomas Livingston  Ms. Lisa Shanahan 

 

At Roll Call there were fourteen (14) Common Council members present and one (1) 

absent (Ms. Niedzielski Eichner).  A Quorum was present. 

 

Also present were Mayor Harry Rilling, City Clerk, Irene Dixon and Corporation 

Counsel, Mario Coppola. 

 

II. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

 

Regular Meeting: December 14, 2021 

 

The following corrections were made to the minutes: 

 

Correct the spelling of Ms. McMurrer’s first name 

Page 7 – add the  Common Council committees roster 
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** MR. BURNETT MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AS 

CORRECTED 

** MOTION PASSED WITH ONE (1) ABSTENTION (MR. HEUVELMAN) 

 

III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

There were no members of the public who wished to comment. 

 

IV. MAYOR 

 

A. RESIGNATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS 

 

RESIGNATIONS:  

 

Ms. Niedzielski Eichner joined the meeting at 7:34 p.m. 

 

Mayor Rilling announced the following resignation: 

 

Cheryl Brown, Conservation Commission, Alternate 

 

APPOINTMENTS:  

 

** MR. KEEGAN MOVED TO APPROVE THE APPOINTMENT OF 

CHERYL BROWN, TO THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION AS A 

REGULAR MEMBER 

 

Mr. Keegan spoke in support of the appointment. 

 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY  

 

REAPPOINTMENTS:  

 

** MS. SHANAHAN MOVED TO APPROVE THE REAPPOINTMENT OF 

JOHN MOELING TO THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION AS A 

REGULAR MEMBER 

 

Ms. Shanahan spoke in support of the reappointment. 

 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY  
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** MR. LIVINGSTON MOVED TO APPROVE THE REAPPOINTMENT OF 

ERIC CHANDLER TO THE HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

 

Mr. Livingston spoke in support of the reappointment. 

 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

** MR. GOLDSTEIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE REAPPOINTMENT OF 

JAMES FRAYER, TROY JELLERETTE AND ED CAMACHO TO THE 

BOARD OF ESTIMATE AND TAXATION 

 

Mr. Goldstein and Mr. Burnett spoke in support of the reappointments. 

 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY  

 

** MS. YOUNG MOVED TO APPROVE THE REAPPOINTMENT OF 

ROBERT STOWERS, DIRECTOR FOR RECREATION AND PARKS 

 

Ms. Young and Mayor Rilling spoke in support of the reappointment.  

 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

MAYOR’S REMARKS: 

 

Mayor Rilling announced that the COVID-19 Testing at Veterans Park will be moved to 

Shady Beach starting on January 12, 2022. Testing will be available seven days a week, 

from 2:00 pm to 7:00 pm on weekdays and 9:00 am to 1:00 pm on weekends.  

 

On January 16, 2022, free rapid at-home COVID-19 tests will be distributed to residents 

by appointment only starting at 9:00 a.m. at Veteran’s Park. Mayor Rilling said they want 

to get as many test kits out as possible and asked residents who received test kits last time 

to not register for test kits this time.   

 

Residents may now report self-test results at a new online portal - 

norwalkct.org/selfreport.  

 

The citywide Martin Luther King celebration that is usually held at City Hall has been 

postponed due to COVID-19. Events commemorating Martin Luther King Day will be 

held at Grace Baptist Church on January 17, 2022.  Mayor Rilling said this is a day on, 

not a day off and asked everyone to think about doing random acts of kindness.  
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V. COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

 

 

A. GENERAL COUNCIL BUSINESS: 

 

1. Organization of Common Council Committees: 

 

RESOLUTION CONCERNING THE RENAMING OF CERTAIN COMMON  

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEES 

 

Due to a potential conflict of interest, Ms. Young recused herself and left the meeting. 

 

** MR. LIVINGSTON MOVED TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING 

RESOLUTION: 

 

WHEREAS, THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWALK 

(THE “COUNCIL”) DESIRES TO RENAME CERTAIN OF ITS 

STANDING COMMITTEES FOR THE PURPOSE OF CLARIFYING THE 

LEGISLATIVE PURVIEW AND ADVISORY FUNCTION OF SUCH 

COMMITTEES; AND 

 

WHEREAS, ACTING PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 1-189 AND 1-197 OF 

THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF NORWALK (THE “CHARTER”) AS 

WELL AS THE PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY SET FORTH IN THE 

RULES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL, CITY OF NORWALK, 

CONNECTICUT, ADOPTED NOVEMBER 26, 1985, AS AMENDED AND 

ADOPTED FEBRUARY 13, 2019, AND NOVEMBER 19, 2019, AND 

MASON’S MANUAL OF LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE (2010), BY A 

MAJORITY VOTE OF THE COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT AND 

VOTING. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL, THAT, 

EFFECTIVE AS OF THIS DATE,  

 

(1) THE “COMMUNITY SERVICES AND PERSONNEL COMMITTEE” 

OF THE COUNCIL SHALL HEREINAFTER BE NAMED THE 

“COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE” AND  

 

(2) THE “HEALTH AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE” OF THE 

COUNCIL SHALL 

HEREINAFTER BE NAMED THE “PUBLIC SAFETY AND GENERAL 

GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE.” 
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Mr. Livingston explained that the purpose of renaming some committees was to align the 

committees with the City Statute. 

 

** MOTION PASSED WITH ONE (1) ABSTENTION (MS. REVOLUS) 

 

Ms. Young returned to the meeting. 

 

 B. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 

** MS. ALTERMAN MOVED TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING CONSENT 

CALENDAR: 

 

VI. REPORTS: DEPARTMENTS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 

 A. CORPORATION COUNSEL 

  

1. AUTHORIZATION FOR DISCUSSION: SETTLEMENT: LYNNE MOORE V. 

CITY OF NORWALK BOARD OF EDUCATION ET AL.  EXECUTIVE 

SESSION 

 

VII. COMMON COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

 

A. HEALTH AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 

1A. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO EXECUTE ANY 

AND ALL AGREEMENTS, DOCUMENTS INSTRUMENTS AND 

AMENDMENTS THERETO AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO APPLY FOR AND 

ACCEPT FUNDING UNDER THE 2022 JAG LOCAL VIOLENT 

CRIME PREVENTION PROGRAM GRANT FROM THE STATE OF 

CONNECTICUT, OFFICER OF POLICY AND MANAGEMENT IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $14,898.00 

 

1B. AUTHORIZE THE POLICE CHIEF, THOMAS KULHAWIK TO EXECUTE 

ANY AND ALL AGREEMENTS, DOCUMENTS, INSTRUMENTS AND 

AMENDMENTS THERETO AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO THE 2022 JAG 

LOCAL VIOLENT CRIME PREVENTION PROGRAM GRANT, IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $14,898.00 

 

 

 



City of Norwalk 

Common Council 

January 11, 2022 

Page 8 

Via Teleconference 
 
 

2. AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASING AGENT, SHARON CONNORS, TO 

EXECUTE THE PURCHASE ORDER ON BEHALF OF THE POLICE 

DEPARTMENT TO MHQ INC. UNDER THE STATE CONTRACT, CT 

12PSX0194, FOR THE PURCHASE OF TEN (10) 2022 FORD UTILITY 

INTERCEPTOR HYBRID POLICE VEHICLES FOR THE AMOUNT NOT TO 

EXCEED $367,976.00. ACCOUNT # 0922 3010-5777-C0665. 

 

B. PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

 

1. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO EXECUTE A 

SECOND AMENDMENT WITH PRIORITY LANDSCAPING, LLC TO 

PROJECT DPW2019-1, REMOVAL & DISPOSAL OF DEPOSITED SEDIMENT 

WITHIN THE WATERCOURSE, CONTRACT DATED NOVEMBER 22, 

2019, FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $110,000.00. ACCOUNT NO. 09 22 

4021 5777 C0440 

 

2. AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASING AGENT TO ISSUE A SOLE SOURCE 

PURCHASE ORDER TO C.N. WOOD ENVIRO, LLC. FOR A 

TRACKLESS BOOM FLAIL MOWER ATTACHMENT FOR THE TRACKLESS 

MT TRACTOR, PRICING NOT TO EXCEED $28,000. 

ACCOUNT NO. 09 22 4031 5777 CO313 

 

3. APPROVE A CORRECTION OF ITEM VII. D. 1A. OF THE COMMON 

COUNCIL MEETING OF OCTOBER 26, 2021: 

 

A. AS AUTHORIZED ON OCTOBER 26, 2021: AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, 

HARRY W. RILLING, TO EXECUTE ANY AND ALL DOCUMENTS 

NECESSARY TO CONVEY A PERMANENT CONSTRUCTION AND 

MAINTENANCE EASEMENTS OF 5,564± SQ. FT. AND 257± SQ. FT. AS 

SHOW ON THE 10 WATER STREET MAP. SEE ENCLOSED MEMORANDUM 

OF ASSISTANT CORPORATION COUNSEL. DARIN L. CALLAHAN DATED 

OCTOBER 22, 2021. 

 

B. CORRECTION FOR APPROVAL:  

 

AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO EXECUTE ANY AND 

ALL DOCUMENTS NECESSARY TO CONVEY A PERMANENT EASEMENT 

OF 11,987± SQ. FT. FOR TRANSPORTATION PURPOSES AND 

APPURTENANCES THERETO AND 257± SQ. FT. TO CONSTRUCT AND 

MAINTAIN RAILROAD BRIDGE AS SHOW ON THE “TOWN OF NORWALK 

MAP SHOWING EASEMENT ACQUIRED FROM CITY OF NORWALK BY 

THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
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WALK RAILROAD BRIDGE REPLACEMENT SCALE 1” =20’ FEBRUARY 

2020 MARK D. ROLFE, P.E. CHIEF ENGINEER - BUREAU OF ENGINEERING 

AND CONSTRUCTION”, TOWN NO. 102, PROJECT NO. 301-176, SERIAL NO. 

21A, SHEET 1 OF 1, LAST REVISED 11/02/20. 

 

C. LAND USE AND BUILDING MANAGEMENT 

 

1. APPROVE THE INSTALLATION OF PHOTOVOLTAIC PANELS ON THE 

JEFFERSON SCHOOL ROOF BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION THROUGH A 

 20-YEAR POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT (PPA) 

 

2. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO EXECUTE AN 

AMENDMENT TO THE INTERIM LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH THE 

 RIVERBROOK REGIONAL YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION, 

INC. (YMCA) FOR THE OCCUPANCY OF PORTION OF 98 SOUTH 

 MAIN STREET BUILDING TO PROVIDE COMMUNITY SERVICE 

PROGRAMS BY EXTENDING THE AGREEMENT PERIOD FROM JANUARY 

1,  2022 TO MARCH 31, 2022. ALL REMAINING TERMS OF THE 

AGREEMENT TO REMAIN UNCHANGED. 

  

3. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO EXECUTE AN 

AMENDMENT TO THE LEASE AGREEMENT WITH NORWALK SENIOR 

 CENTER FOR THE USE OF ROOSEVELT CENTER AT 11 ALLEN ROAD TO 

INCLUDE ROOM #8 AS PART OF THE LEASED PREMISES. ALL 

 REMAINING TERMS OF THE LEASE TO REMAIN UNCHANGED. 

 

4A. AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING, TO EXECUTE AN 

AGREEMENT WITH TUCKER MECHANICAL, INC. FOR THE 

REPLACEMENT OF 4 ROOF TOP MECHANICAL UNITS AT POLICE 

HEADQUARTERS FOR A TOTAL NOT TO EXCEED $389,935.00. FUNDS ARE 

AVAILABLE FROM ACCOUNT #0920/22 7100 5777 C0137 

 

4B. AUTHORIZE THE OFFICE OF BUILDING MANAGEMENT TO ISSUE 

CHANGE ORDERS ON THE CONTRACT FOR A TOTAL NOT TO EXCEED 

$38,993.50. 

 

D. ECONOMC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

 

1. 102-360 NORWALK TRAFFIC SIGNAL SYSTEM UPGRADE – PHASE 4 – 

EASEMENT FROM HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF 

 NORWALK. 
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AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING TO EXECUTE ANY AND 

ALL EASEMENT DOCUMENTS NECESSARY AS PART OF STATE 

PROJECT 102-360 NORWALK TRAFFIC SIGNAL SYSTEM UPGRADE – 

PHASE 4 AND COMPENSATE THE NORWALK HOUSING AUTHORITY OF 

THE CITY OF NORWALK $5,140 AS FAIR MARKET VALUE FOR 252 

SQUARE FEET OF EASEMENT RIGHTS TO INSTALL TRAFFIC 

SIGNAL APPURTENANCES OVER A STRIP OF LAND OWNED BY THE 

HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF NORWALK, IDENTIFIED AND 

DESCRIBED ON A MAP ENTITLED “RIGHT OF WAY SURVEY, CITY OF 

NORWALK, MAP SHOWING EASEMENT ACQUIRED FROM THE 

HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF NORWALK,” SUBJECT TO A 

POSITIVE REPORT FROM THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION. 

 

2. 102-360 NORWALK TRAFFIC SIGNAL SYSTEM UPGRADE – PHASE 4 – 

EASEMENT FROM GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH. 

 

AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING TO EXECUTE ANY AND 

ALL EASEMENT DOCUMENTS NECESSARY AS PART OF STATE 

PROJECT 102-360 NORWALK TRAFFIC SIGNAL SYSTEM UPGRADE – 

PHASE 4 AND COMPENSATE GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH $1,930 

AS FAIR MARKET VALUE FOR 48 SQUARE FEET OF EASEMENT RIGHTS 

TO INSTALL TRAFFIC SIGNAL APPURTENANCES OVER A STRIP OF LAND 

OWNED BY GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH, IDENTIFIED AND DESCRIBED ON 

A MAP ENTITLED “RIGHT OF WAY SURVEY, CITY OF NORWALK, 

MAP SHOWING EASEMENT ACQUIRED FROM GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 

BY THE CITY OF NORWALK,” SUBJECT TO A POSITIVE REPORT 

FROM THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION. 

 

3. 102-360 NORWALK TRAFFIC SIGNAL SYSTEM UPGRADE – PHASE 4 – 

EASEMENTS FROM RIVERVIEW EAST CONDOMINIUM. 

 

AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. RILLING TO EXECUTE ANY AND 

ALL EASEMENT DOCUMENTS NECESSARY AS PART OF STATE 

PROJECT 102-360 NORWALK TRAFFIC SIGNAL SYSTEM UPGRADE – 

PHASE 4 AND COMPENSATE RIVERVIEW EAST CONDOMINIUM $3,210 AS 

FAIR MARKET VALUE FOR 190 SQUARE FEET OF EASEMENT RIGHTS TO 

INSTALL TRAFFIC SIGNAL APPURTENANCES OVER A STRIP OF LAND 

OWNED BY RIVERVIEW EAST CONDOMINIUM, IDENTIFIED AND 

DESCRIBED ON A MAP ENTITLED “RIGHT OF WAY SURVEY, CITY OF 

NORWALK, MAP SHOWING EASEMENT ACQUIRED FROM RIVERVIEW 

EAST CONDOMINIUM BY THE CITY OF NORWALK,” SUBJECT TO A 

POSITIVE REPORT FROM THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION. 
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** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY  

 

VI. REPORTS: DEPARTMENTS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 

D. ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

 

** MR. KYDES MOVED TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, HARRY W. 

RILLING, TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 

NORWALK AND THE CT STATE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TO RECEIVE $3M IN URBAN ACT 

PROGRAM FUNDING RELATED TO THE MLK CORRIDOR 

INITIATIVE. 

 

Mr. Kydes said this was a long time in coming.  This is an opportunity to move forward 

with these projects. He thanked everyone who worked on this over the years.  

 

Ms. Young spoke in support of the item and said there are people on the City side who 

have been working on this since 2017 and everyone put in a yeoman’s effort. She 

expressed gratitude to Ms. Vonashek, Mr. Bidoli and their teams, the folks at City Hall 

and those in the community.  She noted that there are only seven Martin Luther King 

corridors in the State of Connecticut and Norwalk has the longest.  

 

Mayor Rilling thanked Ms. Young for being an integral part of the Committee. He also 

thanked Senator Duff for getting $3 million for this effort.  Ms. Young thanked 

Representative Bruce Morris who moved this project forward. She added that the Clergy 

and other residents were also involved. 

 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

IX. MOTIONS POSTPONED TO A SPECIFIC DATE 

 

There were none this evening. 

 

X. SUSPENSION OF RULES 

 

There were none this evening. 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 

 

** MS. REVOLUS MOVED TO ADJOURN 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Via Teleconference 
 
 

There was no further business, and the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 8:07 p.m. 

 

 

 

ATTEST: ____________________________________ 

  Irene Dixon, City Clerk 
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§ 45-21 Definitions.

The following definitions shall apply to this ordinance: 

FOOD-HANDLING ESTABLISHMENT 

Shall include restaurants, food stores, bakeries, markets, catering food services, itinerant 

food vending and food or beverage vending machine operations. Food-handling 

establishment shall not include a “cottage food operation” having a valid license issued 

by the Commissioner of Consumer Protection in accordance with Conn. Gen. Stat. § 21a-

62a, et seq., as amended.  
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 To:        Mayor Harry Rilling; Board of Estimate and Taxation; Finance & Claims Committee 
 From:   Lisa Biagiarelli, Tax Collector 

          Date:   January 7, 2022 
          Re:       Narrative for December 2021 Tax Collector’s Report  
 
As of the end of December 2021, representing the first six months of the fiscal year, we collected more than $222 
million against our $353.2 million adjusted levy, or 62.91%.   We collected 60.69% of our sewer use levy, nearly 
$10 million, and 83.32% of the Industrial Pretreatment Program (IPP) fee billing on behalf of the WPCA.   
 
Compared with the prior fiscal year, we ended the month of December 2021 ahead with regard to taxes (3.09%), 
sewer use (2.72%), and the IPP fee (4.95%).   

 
With regard to prior years’ collections, through the end of December 2021, we show a net collection of in excess 
of $3.2 million since July 1, 2021.  This amount is $637,366  more than what we collected during the first half of 
the prior fiscal year, attributable to the tax sale held on October 18, 2021.   We collected in excess of $8.5 million 
on behalf of the city since November 2019 on properties originally slated for the tax sale.  Our budgeted collection 
goals for both the fiscal year ending 2021, and the current fiscal year ending 2022, are predicated on the infusion 
of revenue generated by the tax sale.   Maintaining high current and back tax collection rates promotes budgetary 
stability, and allows the Board of Estimate and Taxation to set lower mill rates for all taxpayers.   A higher current 
collection rate enables less of an allowance for “uncollectible” taxes, and correspondingly lower mill rates.   The 
link to the sale website is here:    City of Norwalk Tax Sale 2021 (arcgis.com) 

 
We are currently in the second installment tax collection period.  Tax statements for the second installment were 
mailed on December 20.  The second installment came due January 1, 2022, and is payable by February 1, 2022 
without interest.   It is our practice to mail bills as early as possible in order to allow taxpayers to more effectively 
budget and plan their payments.   
 
Our in‐person office hours remain Monday through Friday, from 8:30 am to 4 pm.   No appointment is needed, 
and we do not close for lunch.   We also continue to offer other payments options, including on line payment, 
pay‐by‐phone, paying by mail, and paying in person at one of ten participating Norwalk bank branches.    
 
With regard to delinquent enforcement, we recently issued several dozen alias tax warrants for selected accounts 
owing past due business personal property taxes.   These are served by a state marshal.   We plan to issue more 
warrants after the conclusion of the current collection cycle.   
 
With regard to COVID 19:  it is our understanding that City Hall is remaining open to the public in spite of the 
recent surge in COVID 19 transmission.  We are maintaining our regular office hours in accordance with the 
Administration’s directives to maintain services.   We have contingency plans in place to resume staggered shifts 
and some remote work if this becomes necessary.   We continue to adhere to all directives and protocols as 
communicated by the Administration and the Department of Health.   Cash management and internal control 
measures make it nearly impossible to do much of our work remotely, and in the interest of maintaining customer 
satisfaction and our collection rates, we will continue to do our best to accommodate those who expect in‐person 
service.    Nonetheless, we will continue to monitor changes in COVID 19 protocols, and adapt accordingly.  

CITY OF NORWALK, DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 
Tax Collector’s Office  
 
P: 203-854-7731 / F: 203-854-7770 

125 East Avenue  Room 105 
Norwalk, Connecticut   06851 
www.norwalkct.org   



TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
         DECEMBER 2021

FISCAL YEAR 2021-2022 ADJ. TAX COLLECTIONS
(2020 GRAND LIST) ORIGINAL LEVY JUN 21 - DEC 21 COLLECTION % CORRECTED LEVY* CHANGE IN LEVY COLLECTION %

AUTOMOBILE-REGULAR $21,672,160.18 $19,376,473.46 89.41% $21,360,102.43 ($312,057.75) 90.71%
AUTOMOBILE-SUPPLEMENTAL $4,219,965.63 $707,956.97 16.78% $4,224,522.56 $4,556.93 16.76%
PERSONAL PROPERTY $22,966,731.64 $13,143,781.98 57.23% $23,004,754.89 $38,023.25 57.14%
REAL ESTATE $308,716,745.40 $189,002,093.62 61.22% $304,653,866.08 ($4,062,879.32) 62.04%
TOTAL TAX $357,575,602.85 $222,230,306.03 62.15% $353,243,245.96 ($4,332,356.89) 62.91%

SEWER USE $16,488,685.00 $9,928,021.74 60.21% $16,357,364.57 ($131,320.43) 60.69%

IPP FEE $187,000.00 $158,315.58 84.66% $190,000.00 $3,000.00 83.32%

FISCAL YEAR 2020-2021
(2019 GRAND LIST) ORIGINAL LEVY JUN 20 - DEC 20

AUTOMOBILE-REGULAR $20,760,190.24 $18,314,941.74 88.22% $20,481,759.70 ($278,430.54) 89.42%
AUTOMOBILE-SUPPLEMENTAL $2,974,458.75 $138,476.10 4.66% $2,991,146.96 $16,688.21 4.63%
PERSONAL PROPERTY $20,000,411.00 $11,336,959.10 56.68% $19,992,841.50 ($7,569.50) 56.71%
REAL ESTATE $310,928,205.46 $181,015,219.85 58.22% $308,903,662.44 ($2,024,543.02) 58.60%
TOTAL TAX $354,663,265.45 $210,805,596.79 59.44% $352,369,410.60 ($2,293,854.85) 59.83%

SEWER USE $16,686,428.00 $9,787,384.94 58.65% $16,883,036.26 $196,608.26 57.97%

IPP FEE $203,250.00 $157,930.25 77.70% $201,499.78 ($1,750.22) 78.38%

TAX DIFFERENCE 2020 G.L. vs. 2019 G.L.
          INCREASE/(DECREASE) $2,912,337.40 $11,424,709.24 2.71% $873,835.36 ($2,038,502.04) 3.09%

SEWER DIFFERENCE 2020 G.L. vs. 2019 G.L.
          INCREASE/(DECREASE) ($197,743.00) $140,636.80 1.56% ($525,671.69) ($327,928.69) 2.72%

IPP DIFFERENCE 2020 G.L. vs. 2019 G.L.
          INCREASE/(DECREASE) ($16,250.00) $385.33 6.96% ($11,499.78) $4,750.22 4.95%

FISCAL YR 2020-2021 FISCAL YR 2019-2020 CUR YR vs.PRIOR YR
BACK TAXES COLLECTED (JUL 21 - DEC 21) (JUL 20 - DEC 20) INC/(DEC)

PRIOR TAXES $1,333,857.76 $1,357,542.59 ($23,684.83)
PRIOR SEWER USE FEE $207,402.14 $103,197.29 $104,204.85
PRIOR IPP FEE $7,791.12 $6,234.22 $1,556.90
TOTAL PRIOR TAX, SEWER & IPP $1,549,051.02 $1,466,974.10 $82,076.92

CURRENT INTEREST $406,262.74 $432,413.88 ($26,151.14)
PRIOR INTEREST $903,276.62 $550,375.01 $352,901.61
SEWER USE FEE INTEREST $72,724.00 $35,423.34 $37,300.66
IPP FEE INTEREST $3,684.98 $3,056.13 $628.85
TOTAL INTEREST COLLECTED $1,385,948.34 $1,021,268.36 $364,679.98

PRIOR LIEN FEE $10,586.24 $8,812.36 $1,773.88
CURRENT LIEN FEE $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
TOTAL LIEN FEE COLLECTED $10,586.24 $8,812.36 $1,773.88

MISC FEES COLLECTED** $255,332.52 $66,497.63 $188,834.89

TOTAL PRIOR TAX, ALL INTEREST 
                         & ALL FEES $3,200,918.12 $2,563,552.45 $637,365.67

*   CORRECTED LEVY INCLUDING CERTIFICATES OF CORRECTION & SUSPENSE TRANSFERS
**  PRIOR & CURRENT FISCAL YEAR INCLUDES TAX SALE AND TITLE SEARCH FEES PROCESSED THRU MUNIS



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

MEMORANDUM	
 

 
Date:   January 3, 2022 
 
To:   Harry Rilling, Mayor 
   The Members of the Board of Estimate & Taxation 
   The Members of the Planning Commission 
   The Members of the Common Council 
 
From:   Henry Dachowitz, Chief Financial Officer 
 
Re: Special Capital Appropriation for the New Norwalk Neighborhood 

School in South Norwalk 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Attached is a request from the Board of Education for a Special Capital Appropriation in the 
amount of $76.0 million to acquire a suitable parcel of land in South Norwalk for the 
construction of a new 682 student PreK-5 South Norwalk Neighborhood School. 
 
 
 
 
 
The Finance Department recommends the approval of this Special Appropriation request. 
 
ACTION	REQUESTED:	
 

1. RESOLUTION :  Close out of Project #0918-5010-5777-C0607 (New Columbus 
School at Ely Avenue and Project #0919-5010-5777-C0618 and Project#0920-
5010-5777-C0618 (Norwalk Global Studies. 
 

2. RESOLUTION: Requesting a Special Capital Appropriation in the amount of $72.0 
million to purchase the property and construct a new neighborhood school in South 
Norwalk to accommodate 682 PreK – 5 students 
 
 

CITY OF NORWALK 
Henry M. Dachowitz 
Chief Financial Officer 
hdachowitz@norwalkct.org 
 
Mobile: 516-728-4991 
Office: 203-854-7870 

125 East Avenue, PO BOX 5125 
Norwalk, CT 06856-5125 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

MEMORANDUM	
 

 
Date:   January 3, 2022 
 
To:   The Members of the Board of Estimate & Taxation 
   The Members of the Planning Commission 
   The Members of the Common Council 
 
From:   Harry Rilling, Mayor 

 
Re: Special Capital Appropriation for the New Norwalk Neighborhood 

School in South Norwalk 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Attached is a request from the Board of Education for a Special Capital Appropriation in the 
amount of $76.0 million to acquire a suitable parcel of land in South Norwalk for the 
construction of a new 682 student PreK-5 South Norwalk Neighborhood School. 
 
I am recommending that we use the resources of the close out of the new Columbus School 
Project and the Norwalk Global Studies Project to fund the New Norwalk Neighborhood 
School Project. 
 
	
	
ACTION	REQUESTED:	
 

1. RESOLUTION :  Close out of Project #0918-5010-5777-C0607 (New Columbus 
School at Ely Avenue and Project #0919-5010-5777-C0618 and Project#0920-
5010-5777-C0618 (Norwalk Global Studies. 
 

2. RESOLUTION: Requesting a Special Capital Appropriation in the amount of $72.0 
million to purchase the property and construct a new neighborhood school in South  

CITY OF NORWALK 
Office of the Mayor 
 
P: 203-854-7701/ F: 203-854-7939 
 
125 East Avenue, PO BOX 5125 
Norwalk, CT 06856-5125 



 
 
 
 
 
 
TO : LAND USE AND BUILDING MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 
FROM: ALAN LO, BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES MANAGER 
 
RE : SOUTH NORWALK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 
DATE: DECEMBER 30, 2021 
 
******************************************************************  
 
As you know, the Board of Education and the City have been involved in a lengthy 
effort to provide a new school building for the existing Columbus Magnet School, 
and to construct a new second school in the South Norwalk community.  Earlier 
iterations to construct a new Columbus School at the Ely Park site were unable to 
come to fruition for a variety of rather complex reasons.  Said plan was abandoned 
and thereafter, the City and Board of Education began to assess alternate options for 
the past year and a half.  Through an evolution of ideas, a new concept was 
developed during the past summer which incorporated a significant number of the 
educational, community and financial objectives.   
 
This plan consists of the following elements: 
 

• Relocate Columbus Magnet School from its existing location at 46 Concord 
Street to the newly constructed “lower” school building on the Ponus School 
campus.  This move will occur over the summer of 2022 when Jefferson 
School students return to the renovated Jefferson School.  Moving Columbus 
Magnet School to the lower Ponus building will finally provide the Columbus 
School community with a new school building, which they have been 
promised and have been patiently waiting for since 2016.  The Board of 
Education formally approved this move at its meeting on November 16, 2021.  
Norwalk Public School is now actively planning for this move to happen by 
the start of the 2022 fall semester. 

 
 

CITY OF NORWALK 
Alan Lo, Buildings and Facilities Manager 

alo@norwalkct.org  P: 203-854-7877 

Norwalk City Hall 
125 East Avenue, PO Box 5125 
Norwalk, CT 06856-5125 

 



• For generations, South Norwalk children have placed in whatever school 
happens to have available seats in schools outside of South Norwalk and have 
been forced to endure long bus rides to and from school.  South Norwalk 
children are not afforded the benefits that a neighborhood school would 
normally provide to the local community.  Additionally, this condition creates 
limitation for many South Norwalk parents from fully partnering in their 
children’s education which a neighbor school would offer. 

 
On November 16, 2021, the Norwalk Board of Education adopted a plan to 
construct a new South Norwalk neighborhood school.  This school will be a 
PreK to 5th grade elementary school, having 4 sections per grade (2 sections 
for PreK) with a total capacity of 682 students.  The initial cost estimate for 
this project is approximately $72 million with a portion of the funds available 
for land acquisition.  In order to financially support this project, the Board of 
Education is requesting the City to closeout the new Columbus School at Ely 
Park project and the renovation of the existing Columbus School building for 
a proposed Global Academy project which have a combined free balance of 
approximately $76 million.  This action to be implemented through the 
Special Capital Budget Appropriation process will free-up sufficient funds to 
support the development of a new South Norwalk elementary school.  In 
conjunction with the Board of Education’s other magnet school offerings, this 
new neighborhood school will allow Norwalk Public Schools to provide all 
South Norwalk children with the option to attend a brand new, first-class 
neighborhood school.   

 
As this plan was being developed, Board of Education, working with its 
demographer for student enrollment, prepared enrollment information and student 
distribution projections corresponding to the proposed plan in an effort to meet the 
State’s district wide enrollment criteria and Norwalk community/District objectives.  
The State is proceeding with preliminary evaluation of the proposed South Norwalk 
School plan with the anticipation that the City/Board of Education would be in full 
compliance with State’s school grant application requirements including submission 
deadline of June 30, 2022. 
 
In order to meet all of the grant application requirements in time for a June 30, 2022 
submission deadline, the City and Board of Education must take various actions 
expeditiously.  At this time, the City will need to consider and proceed with the 
adoption of the Board of Education’s plan for the development of a new South 
Norwalk neighborhood elementary school.   Concurrently, Board of Education has 
formally submitted a request to the Mayor and the Finance Director in accordance 



with City Codes to initiate the Special Capital Budget Appropriation process to 
allocate funds for the new South Norwalk Elementary School and at the same time, 
delete the funding currently available in the two Columbus School building 
accounts. 
 
Dr. Estrella, Norwalk School Superintendent, together with her staff will be 
available at the January 5, 2022 Land Use and Building Management Committee to 
provide a comprehensive overview of the proposed plan.  In the event that 
Committee members have questions prior to or subsequent to the meeting, please do 
not hesitate to contact myself or the Superintendent directly.   Thank you 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
 

Adopt proposed Norwalk Public School’s facilities improvement strategy 
for the development of a South Norwalk Elementary School subject to the 
approval of capital budget funds through upcoming Special 
Appropriation process. 
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