
125 EAST AVENUE, NORWALK, CT 06851 · TELEPHONE 203-854-7948 

THE PLANNING COMMITTEE 
OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 

125 East Avenue 
P.O. Box 5125 

Norwalk, CT 06856 

TO: 

FROM:  

DATE: 

RE: 

MEMBERS, PLANNING COMMITTEE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 

JOHN KYDES, CHAIRMAN 

AUGUST 4, 2021 

MEETING NOTICE 

The next scheduled meeting of the Planning Committee of the Common Council will be held 
on Thursday, August 5, 2021 at 7:00pm. To allow public access, anyone may access a meeting 
by telephone, Zoom, and/or the City of Norwalk YouTube channel. Specific instructions and 
links can be found at www.norwalkct.org/meetings. 

Members of the public can call in and listen to a meeting. They will not be able 
to speak or see any of the meeting participants. Each meeting will use a unique 
Meeting/Webinar ID. Please find the information using the link above. 

Members of the public who wish to provide "live comments" will need to 
register in advance and use the Zoom meeting platform. All participants will be 
muted upon entering the meeting. To speak, click the “raise your hand 
indicator” and you will called on by the host of the meeting during the public 
comment section. Please find the information using the link above. 

Members of the public who wish to view the meeting, but are not participating, 
can view a live stream on the City of Norwalk YouTube channel. This stream is 
delayed by approximately 20 seconds. Please find the information using the link 
above. The meeting recording and minutes will be posted on the City of Norwalk 
website within seven (7) days after the meeting. 

Members of the public who wish to provide public comment are encouraged to 
submit those via email in advance of the meeting. For these comments to be 
read into the record, they should be submitted at least three hours in advance of 
the meeting start time. Please email Maritza Alvarado 
at malvarado@norwalkct.org to provide written public comment prior to the 
meeting. 

mailto:malvarado@norwalkct.org
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PLANNING COMMITTEE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING 

August 5, 2021 
7:00PM 

AGENDA 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

I. ADMINISTRATION

A. Approval of the Minutes of July 1, 2021 Meeting.

II. NEW BUSINESS

A. Business Development & Tourism
1. Authorize the Mayor, Harry W. Rilling to sign any and all documents

necessary to extend the Agreement by and between the City of
Norwalk, Norwalk Parking Authority, and Dorenburg Group, LLC d/b/a/
Dornenburg, Kallenbach Advertising dated December 10, 2020 for
Marketing/Communication Services, Project No. 4029, for a period of 1
Year in an amount not to exceed $100,000 payable under Norwalk
Parking Authority.

B. Transportation, Parking, & Mobility
1. Authorize the Mayor, Harry W. Rilling, to execute an Agreement

between the City of Norwalk and Vanessa Hangen Brustlin, Inc. (VHB,
Inc.) for the Rowayton Avenue Sidewalk concept and design for an
amount not to exceed $50,000.00.

Accounts: 0921 3750 5777 C0774, 0922 3750 5777 C0774; Rowayton
Ave Sidewalks

2. Authorize the Mayor, Harry W. Rilling, to execute an Agreement 
between the City of Norwalk and Vanessa Hangen Brustlin, Inc. (VHB,
Inc.) for the Hunt Street / Witch Lane Sidewalk feasibility for an amount 
not to exceed $27,000.00.

Account No. 0921 3750 5777 C0775

3. Authorize the Chief of Operations and Public Works to Execute Orders
on the Contract with Titan Enterprises, Inc. for Project TMP 2020-1 ADA
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Access and Sidewalk Replacement at City Hall and the Health 
Department for a sum not to exceed $30,000.00. 

Account No.  09 22 4037 5777 C0777 

4. Authorize the Mayor, Harry W. Rilling, to execute an agreement with
Stantec, Inc. for construction inspection services for State Project 102-
350 Norwalk River Valley Trail – Phase 2 for an amount not to exceed 
$20,000 (sole Source).

Account No. 09 22 4037 5777 C0777

C. Parking Authority
1. Discussion on Citywide Parking. 

III. OLD BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT 
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Members of the public can call in and listen to a meeting. They will not be able to speak 
or see any of the meeting participants. Each meeting will use a unique Meeting/Webinar 
ID. Please find the information using the link above. 
 
Members of the public who wish to provide "live comments" will need to register in 
advance and use the Zoom meeting platform. All participants will be muted upon 
entering the meeting. To speak, click the “raise your hand indicator” and you will called 
on by the host of the meeting during the public comment section. Please find the 
information using the link 
above. 
 
Members of the public who wish to view the meeting, but are not participating, can view 
a live stream on the City of Norwalk YouTube channel. This stream is delayed by 
approximately 20 seconds. Please find the information using the link above. The meeting 
recording and minutes will be posted on the City of Norwalk website within seven (7) 
days after the meeting. 
 
Members of the public who wish to provide public comment are encouraged to submit 
those via email in advance of the meeting. For these comments to be read into the record, 
they should be submitted at least three hours in advance of the meeting start time. Please 
email Maritza Alvarado at malvarado@norwalkct.org to provide written public comment 
prior to the meeting. 
 

CITY OF NORWALK 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING 
VIA TELECONFERENCE 

JULY 1, 2021 
 
ATTENDANCE: John Kydes, Chair; Thomas Keegan; Thomas Livingston;  

George Tsiranides; Darlene Young 
 
STAFF: Sabrina Church, Director of Business Development and Tourism; 

Stephen Kleppin, Director of Planning and Zoning; Jessica 
Vonashek, Chief of Economic Development and Community 
Development 

 
OTHERS: Brian Bidola, Executive Director, Norwalk Redevelopment 

Agency; David Heuvelman, Common Council member 
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CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mr. Kydes called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.   
 

ROLL CALL 
 

Mr. Kydes called the Roll as indicated above.  A Quorum was present.  
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
No members of the public wished to participate this evening.  
 

I. ADMINISTRATION 
 

A. Approval of the Minutes of June 3, 2021 meeting. 
 
 
** MR. LIVINGSTON MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES AS 

PRESENTED 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

II. NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. PLANNING AND ZONING 
 
1. Review the draft East Norwalk TOD regulations and Design Guidelines. 
 
 
Mr. Kleppin asked if the committee members had an opportunity to review the 
information he sent.   He gave a presentation describing the East Norwalk TOD zone. 
 
Mr. Kleppin explained that the last time he was before this Committee to discuss the East 
Norwalk TOD, there was a discussion about adding green amenities to the Plan. Mr. 
Kleppin explained that the Corporation Counsel said they could not require green 
amenities.  Mr. Kleppin said that two thirds of amenity points have to be sustainable.  He 
said the amenities were broken into different categories.   He said that the requirement for 
a water amenity was removed from the Plan because that type of amenity would only 
used for a portion of the year.  
 
Mr. Kleppin said that a secondary peer review was done, and the recommendations were 
incorporated into the Plan.  Mr. Kydes said that any new development will need to 
conform to the Plan.  
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2. New development 
update: https://norwalk.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Media/index.html?appi 
d=8268f55526c54f808a1d355fc444687e&center=- 
73.4268,41.1148&level=13 
 
Mr. Kleppin navigated the website and presented an update on various projects. He did 
not have an update on the PoKo project.  He said a performing arts college may move 
into the Wall Street area.  There is no new application for the Norden property.  
 
Mr. Kleppin said he anticipates a building plan for the Loehmann’s  Plaza site by the end 
of the year or in early 2022.   The Norwalk Hospital had plans for the old YMCA site, but 
he has not received an update. He noted that the Norwalk Hospital pulled several 
demolition permits and will follow up on that.  
 
South Norwalk has a lot going on. A project at 10 Monroe Street for 150 units was 
approved and 121-123 Water Street opened last week at over 80% leased.  Soundview 
Landing is on the third phase.  The Spinnaker commercial project in East Norwalk is 
close to 100% leased and the residential project is over 80% leased.  
 
Mr. Kleppin said he is seeing interest in the Route One corridor. He said he would like to 
see it re-developed to look more attractive. He added that he met with three grocers.  He 
said he received a Letter of Intent from a developer to look at the site at Manresa Island.  
 
The Staff is working on an affordable housing study.  
 
Mr. Kydes asked for an update on Manresa Island.  Mr. Kleppin said that a developer put 
together a website for a marketing campaign; however, they did not put out a press 
release.  Mr. Livingston added that the developer has indicated they engaged someone 
who has experience remediating properties.  He said that the cost of remediation will 
depend on what is built there.  
 
Ms. Vonashek explained that the developer seems to have an idea of the skillset they are 
looking for.  She said she gets a few calls from developers about the property and steers 
them back to the study and discusses the constraints on the site. She said that remediation 
is on the top of the list. Mr. Livingston said CONN DOT is planning to use a portion of 
the property during the WALK Bridge construction project.  
 
Mr. Keegan asked about the location of the waterfront zone.  Mr. Kleppin explained that 
it runs from Water Street to Wall Street.  
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Ms. Vonashek reported that she secured a $3 million bond related to the Martin Luther 
King corridor initiatives. Locations for banners have been identified in the urban corridor.  
In addition, new trash and recycling bins were place on Wall Street. Mr. Kydes asked if 
this Committee would be involved in the allocation of the $3 million.  Ms. Vonashek said 
they would.  She added that several sub committees have been created to work on this 
initiative.  
 
Mr. Bidoli reported that the Norwalk Redevelopment Agency has taken the lead on the 
South Norwalk TOD study and they are taking a deep dive on some of the concerns. He 
said they are focusing on developing a community advisory committee.  They are also 
looking at other parcels in the area.   
 
Mr. Bidoli reported hat he has six ongoing projects for façade improvement in South 
Norwalk. Ms. Vonashek said that Mr. Bidoli is leading the installation of the chairs and 
tables at the 50 Washington Street park.  
 
Ms. Vonashek said they are working with Code Enforcement to do online permits for 
plumbing and electrical permits.  
 
Ms. Young thanked Ms. Vonashek, Mr. Kleppin and Mr. Bidoli for being responsive to 
the concerns of the residents in District B.  She said it is encouraging and she appreciates 
all the time and effort they make to listen to the residents.  
  

III. OLD BUSINESS 
 
There was no old business discussed this evening. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
** MR. LIVINGSTON MOVED TO ADJOURN 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
There was no further business, and the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 8:01 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rosemarie Lombardi 
Telesco Secretarial Services 



\\vhb\gbl\prop\Wethersfield\83613.21 Norwalk Sidewalk\Submittal\Proposal\Draft\Norwalk Sidewalk study Rowayton- 2021-07-
07.docx

Phone 860.807.4300  
Fax 860.372.4570   
www.vhb.com 
Engineers | Scientists | Planners | Designers

100 Great Meadow Road 
Suite 200 
Wethersfield, CT 06109-2377 

Client Authorization 

☒  New Contract:  Date: July 7, 2021 

☐  Amendment No.:  Project No.: 83613.21 

Project Name: Sidewalk Design – Rowayton Avenue 

Cost Estimate 
To: 

Jim Travers 
Director  
Transportation, Mobility, and Parking 
City of Norwalk 
125 East Avenue 
Norwalk, CT 06851 

Amendment Contract Total 

Labor: $28,700 
Expenses: $18,940 

TOTAL: $47,640 

E-mail: 
jtravers@norwalkct.org ☐ Lump Sum ☐ Time & Expenses

☒ Lump Sum + Expenses

☐ Cost + Fixed Fee ☐ Labor Multiplier

Phone No: 203-854-7736 Estimated Date of Completion: TBD

Scope of Services: 

Please refer to Attachment ‘A’ 

Prepared By: Joseph Balskus Department Approval: 

Please execute this Client Authorization for VHB to proceed with the above scope of services at the stated estimated costs.  No services will be 
provided until it is signed and returned to VHB. 

☒ Subject to attached terms & conditions. ☐ Subject to terms & conditions in our original agreement dated

Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. Authorization Client Authorization (Please sign original and return) 

By:  By:  

Print: Print: 

Title: Title: 

Date: Date:  

mailto:jtravers@norwalkct.org
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ATTACHMENT ‘A’ 
 

SCOPE OF SERVICES 
 
Phase 1 
The scope of services outlined in this contract consists of the confirmation of the feasibility of providing sidewalks 
along Rowayton Avenue from Wilson Avenue, to Belmont Place, along the west side of the roadway. Based upon 
discussions with the City and their prior efforts on reviewing sidewalk feasibility, VHB will conduct an initial review of 
the sidewalk placement on the west and south sides of the roadway upon completion of the survey efforts.  Between 
Wilson Avenue and Cudlipp Street, Rowayton Avenue is under State of Connecticut Department ownership as Route 
136. It is desired by the City to put the sidewalk on the west side of the roadway. The initial feasibility review will also 
review a potential pedestrian crossing at the Belmont Place intersection with an existing sidewalk on the northeast 
corner.  In addition, at the Cudlipp Street intersection, a pedestrian crosswalk is desired from the northwest corner to 
the south side of Rowayton Avenue adjacent to the residence driveway. Based upon Google maps, the total length is 
approximately 3600 linear feet. 
 
The Rowayton Avenue roadway appears to be minimal 24 feet throughout with a minimum 40’ wide Right Of Way. 
These dimensions are indicative of the intense suburban residential development in this area of the City. Along the 
roadside are overhead utility poles and residential features such as stone walls, fences and vegetation that will need to 
be considered in any feasibility study.   
 
CTDOT traffic counts from 2017 show a significant variation in traffic volume with 8,300 ADT along the State section 
south of Cudlipp Street and north of the intersection, 3,300 ADT.  
 
With the moderate roadway width, ROW and traffic volumes along with the tree canopy along the roadway, a sidewalk 
along one side of the roadway can vastly improve the pedestrian safety and comfort for pedestrians. There are limited 
sections of sidewalks in the study area that will be incorporated in the study efforts to determine the sidewalk 
locations and connectivity.  
 
Given the narrow ROW along some sections of the study area, there are several fences and stone walls that must be 
determined where in the ROW they exist to confirm sidewalk feasibility. In addition, the City understands that 
achieving ADA compliant sidewalks and ramps and crossings may be difficult however they are have indicated a 
minimum 4’ wide bituminous concrete sidewalks with concrete curbing are preferred. VHB will identify where possible 
the potential for non-compliant sidewalk and ramps with the potential installation of sidewalks. 
 
The study efforts will seek to understand the existing conditions and implications for considering a nominal 4-5-foot-
wide bituminous concrete or concrete sidewalk along one side of the roadway. The review will include a 
recommendation of sidewalk location, crossings, and changes to the residential frontages to accommodate the 
sidewalk as well as potential easements. 
 
VHB will engage the City’s oncall surveyor to conduct a project wide survey effort prior to the beginning of the 
feasibility study. The oncall surveyor’s proposal is attached herein. 
 
VHB will provide the following engineering services under this scope of work. 
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1.0 FIELD REVIEW/EXISTING CONDITIONS 

VHB will obtain survey mapping from the City’s on call surveyor for the project study area and develop a base map of 
appropriate scale showing available features from the City. Using the mapping, VHB traffic engineers will conduct a 
walking review of the entire roadway section to review the field conditions and take measurements at critical 
locations for understanding the limitations for sidewalk placement. The review notes will be tallied on the base 
mapping for in office use and recording. 
 
VHB will identify the critical cross section areas in the study area and locations of possible impact of a sidewalk on 
either side of the roadway.  
 
VHB will also obtain the traffic count data from CTDOT and crash data from the UCONN Crash Repository Database.  
 
VHB will also observe the average travel speeds along the roadway and restricted sight distances (if any).  
VHB will prepare an Existing Conditions memorandum with supporting base mapping identifying the opportunities 
for sidewalk placement and constraints such as Right of Way, surface features, sight lines, and roadway geometry. 
 

2.0 CONCEPT DESIGN FEASIBILITY 

2.1 Utilizing the Existing Conditions efforts from Task 1 above, VHB will prepare a Concept Design of the 
sidewalk layout along the entire section of the study area and identify the potential construction work 
required to provide the sidewalk. For example, relocating stone walls, fences and removal of trees will be 
noted. Relocating utility poles to fit a sidewalk may also be noted and crossings at major side streets.  
 

2.2 The Concept Design plan will show the proposed sidewalk and feasibility of providing the sidewalk with a 
brief narrative of the sidewalk placement.  
 

2.3 A construction cost opinion will be prepared to support the Concept Design Feasibility and included in the 
memorandum. 
 

2.4 VHB will meet with the City to review the recommendations and incorporate comments. 
 
2.5 VH will submit the concept plans to CTDOT District III for initial review and comment. 

 
 

Phase 2  
 

3.0 FINAL DESIGN (90%) ENGINEERING DESIGN 

Upon acceptance of the concept design feasibility efforts, VHB will initiate the final design.  

3.1 Utilizing the mapping developed in Task 1 above, VHB will develop preliminary (90%) design plans for the 
proposed improvements. The following plan sheets will be developed at the 90% design stage: 
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• Title Sheet with General Notes and Typical Sections 
• Existing Conditions Plan (survey plan 2 sheets) 
• Construction Plan (2 Sheets) 
• Miscellaneous Details (City and CTDOT) 

 
3.2 Prepare an opinion of probable construction cost. The construction cost estimate will be based on unit 

pricing information available from CTDOT and other recently bid projects. 
 

3.3 Submit 90% design documents (report, plans, special provisions, estimate) to the City of Norwalk for 
review.  

3.4 Transmit 90% Design plans to the utility companies having facilities located within the project limits.  If 
necessary, arrange for and conduct a design utility meeting to be held with the utility companies to discuss 
potential conflicts (none are expected based upon the limited construction anticipated). 

3.5 Meet with the City of Norwalk to review and resolve 90% Design comments. 

4.0 100% DESIGN SUBMISSION 

Incorporate comments from the 90% Design review and prepare 100% Plans, Specifications and Estimate. 
Drainage changes such as catch basin resetting and conversions as well as landscape design will be developed. 
The following plans are expected to be include: 

4.1  Incorporate comments from the 90% Design review and prepare 100% Design Plans including: 
• Title Sheet with General Notes and Typical Sections 
• Existing Conditions Plan (survey plan) 
• Construction Plan/Drainage/Landscape (2) 
• Miscellaneous details (curbing/islands/drainage) (6) 

 
4.2 Revise quantity estimate and update earlier opinion of probable cost. 

 
4.3 Update special provisions and notices to contractor. 

 
4.4 Submit the 100% plans, special provisions, and opinion of probable cost to the City for review. 

 
4.5 Meet with the City to review and resolve 100% Design comments. 
 
4.6 Submit the 100% Design Plans to CTDOT District III to initiate the Encroachment Permit process. 

 
 
CITY FURNISHED INFORMATION 
 
It is understood that VHB will perform services under the sole direction of the client. In the performance of these 
services, VHB will coordinate its efforts with those of other project team members, and other consultants, as required. 
VHB will rely upon the accuracy and completeness of client-furnished information in connection with the performance 
of services.  
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• Permissions to access the site. 
• Copies of available maps, deeds, and surveys of the project area.   

 
SERVICES NOT INCLUDED 
 
This scope of services is inclusive only to those tasks herein specified.  Specific tasks and services not included in this 
scope of services at this time are (but not limited to): 

 
• ROW Services - Title search, appraisals, conveyance documents, and attorneys (by City) 
• Design Support During Construction 
• Construction Administration and Inspection 
• Environmental Services - Hazardous Materials (Tasks 110, 210 and 310) 
• Wetlands delineation or location 
• Drainage analysis/studies 
• Archeological investigation, identification, observation, or reports 
• Utility relocation/installation design 
• Pavement design 
• Public meeting/hearings 
• Wetlands delineation.  
• Subsurface exploration surveys. 
• Placement of missing property corner monuments. 
• A-2 Property Surveys of abutting properties 
• Submission of plans to Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT) District III Encroachment 

Permit 
 

 
Should services be required in these areas, or areas not previously described, VHB will prepare a proposal or 
amendment, at the City’s request, that contains the Scope of Services, Compensation, and Schedule to complete the 
additional services. 
 
  



 
 
June 7, 2021 
Page 6 
 
 

  

FEE SUMMARY 
 
VHB will perform the Scope of Services outlined above on a lump sum plus expenses basis. The lump sum fee for Labor 
for Tasks 1 – 4 and expenses have been allocated as follows: 
 
Phase 1 

 
Fees 

1.0 Existing Conditions/Field Review 

2.0 Concept Design Feasibility 

Reimbursable Expense 

Phase 1 LUMP SUM FEE                                                                                                 

 

Phase 2 

3.0        90% Design 

4.0 100% Design  

Reimbursable Expense 

Phase 2 LUMP SUM FEE 
 
 
Total Lump Sum Fee 

$1,500* 

$3,200 

$18,440** 

$23,140 

 

 

$18,800 

$5,200 

$500 

$24,500 

 

$47,640 

 

  
*Assumed to be conducted in concert with the Witch/Hunt study 
 
**In addition, at the request of the client VHB will retain Ahneman Kirby, LLC as a subconsultant for survey services, as 
described above, as a direst expense.  Ahneman Kirby, LLC has provided an estimate for this work in the amount of 
$16,400 and will finalize through a subconsultant agreement. VHB shall be reimbursed for expenditures made 
specifically for the project such as: printing and reprographics; travel and subsistence; computer charges; telephone 
charges; shipping, postage, and courier service charges; purchase of maps or similar documents; etc. These direct 
expenses will be billed at cost plus 10%. If subconsultants and subcontractors are engaged by VHB for this project, 
and are therefore under contract to VHB, their services will be invoiced at 1.10 times their actual cost. This adjustment 
covers the additional expense of coordination/administration. VHB recommends that the Client include with this 
budget an allowance of $18,440 for general expenses. 
 



From: Thomas Ahneman
To: Joseph Balskus
Cc: Kristian Fontanilla
Subject: RE: [External] proposal - Norwalk
Date: Friday, May 28, 2021 5:45:12 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Dear Joe:
 
Quotes for the survey work is as follows:
 

1. Rowayton Ave, from Pinkney Park @ Wilson Ave, north on Rowayton to the intersection of
Cudlipp St, then continuing north on Rowayton Ave to the intersection of Belmont Pl. –

roughly 3,600 linear ft.        $16,400.00
Locate all features within the ROW, locate the ROW (Class B boundary) and topography with
1 ft. contours (Class T-2)
 

2. Hunt/Witch per sketch provided – roughly 3,100 linear ft.   $14,100.00
Locate all features within the ROW, locate the ROW (Class B boundary) and topography with
1 ft. contours (Class T-2)
 

Very truly yours,
          Tom Ahneman
 
 

Thomas G. Ahneman PE, LS.

Chairman & CEO

Ahneman Kirby, LLC

1171 E. Putnam Ave.

Building 1 - Suite 1A

Riverside, CT 06878

Tel: (203)869-7707

Fax: (203)869-4606

 

 

From: Joseph Balskus <JBALSKUS@VHB.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 25, 2021 3:06 PM
To: Thomas Ahneman <tga@ahnemankirby.com>
Subject: FW: [External] proposal - Norwalk

mailto:tga@ahnemankirby.com
mailto:JBALSKUS@vhb.com
mailto:kbf@ahnemankirby.com
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Thomas, I need separate survey proposals for the potential design/construction of sidewalks on
Hunt/Witch and Rowayton Avenue as shown.
 
See sketch for Hunt/Witch.
 
On Rowayton Ave, from Pinkney Park @ Wilson Ave, north on Rowayton to the intersection of
Cudlipp St (this portion is State Route 136), then continuing north on Rowayton Ave to the
intersection of Belmont Pl.  The sidewalk would be in the west side. 
 
Please locate all features within the ROW, locate the ROW and will need topographic.
 
Let me know when you can have this proposal ready.
 
 
Joe
 
 
Joseph C. Balskus, PE, PTOE, RSP1
Director of Transportation Systems

100 Great Meadow Road
Suite 200
Wethersfield, CT 06109-2377
P 860.807.4405 | M 203.482.0956 | F 860.372.4570 
jbalskus@vhb.com

Engineers | Scientists | Planners | Designers
www.vhb.com

VHB Viewpoints 
Explore trends and critical issues with our thought leaders.
 
 

This communication and any attachments to this are confidential and intended only for the recipient(s). Any other use, dissemination,
copying, or disclosure of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us and
destroy it immediately. Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. is not responsible for any undetectable alteration, virus, transmission error,
conversion, media degradation, software error, or interference with this transmission or attachments to this transmission.
Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. | info@vhb.com

mailto:JBALSKUS@vhb.com
http://www.vhb.com/
https://www.viewpoints.vhb.com/
mailto:info@vhb.com
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Phone 860.807.4300   
Fax 860.372.4570   
www.vhb.com 
Engineers | Scientists | Planners | Designers 

100 Great Meadow Road 
Suite 200 
Wethersfield, CT 06109-2377 
 

Client Authorization 

 
☒  New Contract:  Date: June 8, 2021 

☐  Amendment No.:  Project No.: 83613.21 

Project Name: Sidewalk Feasibility – Hunt Street/Witch Lane 

   Cost Estimate 
To:  

Jim Travers 
Director  
Transportation, Mobility, and Parking 
City of Norwalk 
125 East Avenue 
Norwalk, CT 06851 
 

 Amendment Contract Total 

Labor:  $9,200 
Expenses:  $15,910 

 

TOTAL:  $25,110 

E-mail: 
jtravers@norwalkct.org 
 

☐  Lump Sum ☐   Time & Expenses 
☒  Lump Sum + Expenses 

  ☐  Cost + Fixed Fee ☐   Labor Multiplier 

Phone No: 203-854-7736 Estimated Date of Completion: TBD 

   

Scope of Services: 

 
Please refer to Attachment ‘A’ 
 
 

Prepared By: Joseph Balskus Department Approval:  
 
Please execute this Client Authorization for VHB to proceed with the above scope of services at the stated estimated costs.  No services will be 
provided until it is signed and returned to VHB. 
  
☒  Subject to attached terms & conditions. ☐  Subject to terms & conditions in our original agreement dated 

Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. Authorization Client Authorization (Please sign original and return) 

By:  By:  

Print:  Print: 

Title:  Title:  

Date:  Date:   
  

mailto:jtravers@norwalkct.org
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ATTACHMENT ‘A’ 
 

SCOPE OF SERVICES 
 
Phase 1 
The scope of services outlined in this contract consists of a review of the feasibility of providing sidewalks along Hunt 
Street and Witch Lane. The limits of the feasibility review are as follows: 
 

• Hunt Street – Rowayton Avenue to Witch Lane 
 

• Witch Lane – Hunt Street to Highland Avenue 
 

Based upon Google maps, the total length is approximately 3100 linear feet. 
 
The Hunt Street/Witch Lane roadway appears to be of nominal width of 20-24 feet throughout with a 30-34’ wide 
Right of Way. These dimensions are indicative of the intense suburban residential development in this area of the City. 
Along the roadside are overhead utility poles and residential features such as stone walls, fences and vegetation that 
will need to be considered in any feasibility study.   
 
CTDOT traffic counts from 2017 show a moderate volume of traffic, 4,000 ADT, along the Witch Lane section of the 
study area. With the narrow pavement, ROW and traffic volume along with the tree canopy along the roadway, a 
sidewalk along one side of the roadway can vastly improve the pedestrian safety and comfort for pedestrians. The 
study efforts will seek to understand the existing conditions and implications for considering a nominal 4-foot-wide 
bituminous concrete sidewalk along one side of the roadway. The review will include a recommendation of sidewalk 
location, crossings and changes to the residential frontages to accommodate the sidewalk as well as potential 
easements. 
 
Given the narrow ROW along the study area, the City understands that achieving ADA compliant sidewalks and ramps 
and crossings may be difficult. VHB will identify where possible the potential for non-compliant sidewalk and ramps 
with the potential installation of sidewalks. 
 
VHB will utilize the City of Norwalk’s oncall surveyor to develop a project-wide survey plan to understand existing 
conditions for the initial feasibility efforts. The oncall surveyor’s proposal is attached herein. 
 
VHB will provide the following engineering services under this scope of work. 
 

1.0 FIELD REVIEW/EXISTING CONDITIONS 

VHB will obtain the survey from the oncall City surveyor and develop the base map of appropriate scale showing 
available features and City Right Of Way (ROW). 
 
Based upon initial conversations with the City, the sidewalk is expected to be located along the northern side of the 
roadway, which will be confirmed or revised under these efforts. 
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Using the mapping, VHB traffic engineers will conduct a walking review of the entire roadway section to review the 
field conditions and take measurements at critical locations for understanding the limitations for sidewalk placement. 
The review notes will be tallied on the base mapping for in office use and recording. 
 
VHB will identify the critical cross section areas in the study area and locations of possible impact of a sidewalk on 
either side of the roadway.  
 
VHB will also obtain the traffic count data from CTDOT and crash data from the UCONN Crash Repository Database.  
 
VHB will also observe the average travel speeds along the roadway and restricted sight distances (if any).  
VHB will prepare an Existing Conditions memorandum with supporting base mapping identifying the opportunities 
for sidewalk placement and constraints such as Right of Way, surface features, sight lines, and roadway geometry. 
 

2.0 CONCEPT DESIGN FEASIBILITY 

2.1 Utilizing the Existing Conditions efforts from Task 1 above, VHB will prepare a Concept Design of the 
sidewalk layout along the entire section of the study area and identify the potential construction work 
required to provide the sidewalk. For example, relocating stone walls, fences and removal of trees will be 
noted. Relocating utility poles to fit a sidewalk may also be noted and crossings at major side streets.  
 

2.2 The Concept Design plan will show the proposed sidewalk and feasibility of providing the sidewalk with a 
brief narrative of the sidewalk placement.  
 

2.3 A construction cost opinion will be prepared to support the Concept Design Feasibility and included in the 
memorandum. 
 

2.4 VHB will meet with the City to review the recommendations and incorporate comments. 
 
 
 

Phase 2 (Not in Contract) 
 
VHB will commence Phase 2 based on written approval from the client.  It is understood that Phase 2 is contingent on 
the success of Phase 1 and Phase 2 may not be authorized. 
 

3.0 FINAL DESIGN (90%) ENGINEERING DESIGN 

Upon acceptance of the concept design feasibility efforts, VHB will initiate the final design.  

3.1 Utilizing the Concept Plan shown in Attachment B and the Existing Conditions Plan developed in Task 1 
above, VHB will develop preliminary (90%) design plans for the proposed improvements. The following 
plan sheets will be developed at the 90% design stage: 
 

• Title Sheet with General Notes and Typical Sections 
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• Existing Conditions Plan (survey plan 2 sheets) 
• Construction Plan (2 Sheets)’ 
• Miscellaneous Details 

 
3.2 Prepare an opinion of probable construction cost. The construction cost estimate will be based on unit 

pricing information available from CTDOT and other recently bid projects. 
 

3.3 Submit 90% design documents (report, plans, special provisions, estimate) to the City of Norwalk for 
review.  

3.4 Transmit 90% Design plans to the utility companies having facilities located within the project limits.  If 
necessary, arrange for and conduct a design utility meeting to be held with the utility companies to discuss 
potential conflicts (none are expected based upon the limited construction anticipated). 

3.5 Meet with the City of Norwalk to review and resolve 90% Design comments. 

4.0 100% DESIGN SUBMISSION 

Incorporate comments from the 90% Design review and prepare 100% Plans, Specifications and Estimate. 
Drainage changes such as catch basin resetting and conversions as well as landscape design will be developed. 
The following plans are expected to be include: 

4.1  Incorporate comments from the 90% Design review and prepare 1090% Design Plans including: 
• Title Sheet with General Notes and Typical Sections 
• Existing Conditions Plan (survey plan) 
• Construction Plan/Drainage/Landscape (2) 
• Miscellaneous details (curbing/islands/drainage) (6) 

 
4.2 Revise quantity estimate and update earlier opinion of probable cost. 

 
4.3 Update special provisions and notices to contractor. 

 
4.4 Submit the 100% plans, special provisions and opinion of probable cost to the City for review. 

 
4.5 Meet with the City to review and resolve 100% Design comments. 

 
 
CITY FURNISHED INFORMATION 
 
It is understood that VHB will perform services under the sole direction of the client. In the performance of these 
services, VHB will coordinate its efforts with those of other project team members, and other consultants, as required. 
The City will provide VHB the survey for this project. VHB will rely upon the accuracy and completeness of client-
furnished information in connection with the performance of services.  

• Permissions to access the site. 
• Copies of available maps, deeds, and surveys of the project area.   
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SERVICES NOT INCLUDED 
 
This scope of services is inclusive only to those tasks herein specified.  Specific tasks and services not included in this 
scope of services at this time are (but not limited to): 

 
• ROW Services - Title search, appraisals, conveyance documents, and attorneys (by City) 
• Design Support During Construction 
• Construction Administration and Inspection 
• Environmental Services - Hazardous Materials (Tasks 110, 210 and 310) 
• Wetlands delineation or location 
• Drainage analysis/studies 
• Archeological investigation, identification, observation, or reports 
• Utility relocation/installation design 
• Pavement design 
• Public meeting/hearings 
• Wetlands delineation 
• Subsurface exploration surveys 
• Placement of missing property corner monuments 
• A-2 Property Surveys of abutting properties 

 
Should services be required in these areas, or areas not previously described, VHB will prepare a proposal or 
amendment, at the City’s request, that contains the Scope of Services, Compensation, and Schedule to complete the 
additional services. 
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FEE SUMMARY 
 
VHB will perform the Scope of Services outlined above on a lump sum plus expenses basis. The lump sum fee for Labor 
for Tasks 1 – 4 and expenses have been allocated as follows: 
 
Phase 1 

 
Fees 

1.0 Existing Conditions/Field Review 

2.0 Concept Design Feasibility 

Reimbursable Expense 

Phase 1 LUMP SUM FEE                                                                                                 

 

Phase 2 (Not in Contract) ** 

3.0        90% Design 

4.0 100% Design  

Reimbursable Expense 

$5,000 

$4,200 

$15,910* 

$25,110 

 

 

$TBD 

$TBD 

$TBD 

  
 
 
**In addition, at the request of the client VHB will retain Ahneman Kirby, LLC as a subconsultant for survey services, as 
described above, as a direst expense.  Ahneman Kirby, LLC has provided an estimate for this work in the amount of 
$14,100 and will finalize through a subconsultant agreement. VHB shall be reimbursed for expenditures made 
specifically for the project such as: printing and reprographics; travel and subsistence; computer charges; telephone 
charges; shipping, postage, and courier service charges; purchase of maps or similar documents; etc. These direct 
expenses will be billed at cost plus 10%. If subconsultants and subcontractors are engaged by VHB for this project, 
and are therefore under contract to VHB, their services will be invoiced at 1.10 times their actual cost. This adjustment 
covers the additional expense of coordination/administration. VHB recommends that the Client include with this 
budget an allowance of $15,910 for general expenses. 
 
**Upon the completion of Phase 1, VHB will prepare a contract amendment for the inclusion of Phase 2 for client review 
and approval. The expected fee for the design of the sidewalk is likely between $15,000 and $20,000. 
 
 
 
 



From: Thomas Ahneman
To: Joseph Balskus
Cc: Kristian Fontanilla
Subject: RE: [External] proposal - Norwalk
Date: Friday, May 28, 2021 5:45:12 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Dear Joe:
 
Quotes for the survey work is as follows:
 

1. Rowayton Ave, from Pinkney Park @ Wilson Ave, north on Rowayton to the intersection of
Cudlipp St, then continuing north on Rowayton Ave to the intersection of Belmont Pl. –

roughly 3,600 linear ft.        $16,400.00
Locate all features within the ROW, locate the ROW (Class B boundary) and topography with
1 ft. contours (Class T-2)
 

2. Hunt/Witch per sketch provided – roughly 3,100 linear ft.   $14,100.00
Locate all features within the ROW, locate the ROW (Class B boundary) and topography with
1 ft. contours (Class T-2)
 

Very truly yours,
          Tom Ahneman
 
 

Thomas G. Ahneman PE, LS.

Chairman & CEO

Ahneman Kirby, LLC

1171 E. Putnam Ave.

Building 1 - Suite 1A

Riverside, CT 06878

Tel: (203)869-7707

Fax: (203)869-4606

 

 

From: Joseph Balskus <JBALSKUS@VHB.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 25, 2021 3:06 PM
To: Thomas Ahneman <tga@ahnemankirby.com>
Subject: FW: [External] proposal - Norwalk

mailto:tga@ahnemankirby.com
mailto:JBALSKUS@vhb.com
mailto:kbf@ahnemankirby.com
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Thomas, I need separate survey proposals for the potential design/construction of sidewalks on
Hunt/Witch and Rowayton Avenue as shown.
 
See sketch for Hunt/Witch.
 
On Rowayton Ave, from Pinkney Park @ Wilson Ave, north on Rowayton to the intersection of
Cudlipp St (this portion is State Route 136), then continuing north on Rowayton Ave to the
intersection of Belmont Pl.  The sidewalk would be in the west side. 
 
Please locate all features within the ROW, locate the ROW and will need topographic.
 
Let me know when you can have this proposal ready.
 
 
Joe
 
 
Joseph C. Balskus, PE, PTOE, RSP1
Director of Transportation Systems

100 Great Meadow Road
Suite 200
Wethersfield, CT 06109-2377
P 860.807.4405 | M 203.482.0956 | F 860.372.4570 
jbalskus@vhb.com

Engineers | Scientists | Planners | Designers
www.vhb.com

VHB Viewpoints 
Explore trends and critical issues with our thought leaders.
 
 

This communication and any attachments to this are confidential and intended only for the recipient(s). Any other use, dissemination,
copying, or disclosure of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us and
destroy it immediately. Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. is not responsible for any undetectable alteration, virus, transmission error,
conversion, media degradation, software error, or interference with this transmission or attachments to this transmission.
Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. | info@vhb.com

mailto:JBALSKUS@vhb.com
http://www.vhb.com/
https://www.viewpoints.vhb.com/
mailto:info@vhb.com
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Stantec Consulting Services Inc. 
55 Church Street Suite 601, New Haven CT  06510-3014 
  

 
 
 

 

  

 

 
May 25, 2021 

 

 

Michael M. Yeosock, PE 
Assistant Principal Engineer 
City of Norwalk 
125 East Avenue 
Norwalk, CT 06856 
 
 
RE: Construction Support Services for 
       NRVT Phase 2 
       State Project 102-350 
  

 
 
Dear Mr. Yeosock: 
 
As requested, Stantec submits this proposal to provide construction support services for the 
Norwalk River Trail – Phase 2, State Project 102-350.   This proposal is for site visits and 
telephone conferences to discuss any construction issues that arise.  Stantec will provide 
written design clarifications, issue sketches, or provide direction to the contractor as needed.   
 
Fee Summary 
As it is difficult to determine the exact scope of work currently, we propose to provide our 
services on a time and material basis.  Work will be billed based on actual work performed (see 
rate schedule below). We are proposing a not to exceed fee of $20,000 for the proposed 
project.  If we anticipate exceeding this budget amount due to the work requested and 
performed, we will advise the City in advance. 
 
Rate Schedule 

• Project Manager $165 
• Sr. Engineer  $190 
• Engineer  $135 
• Landscape Architect $135 

 
 If you should have any questions regarding this proposal, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
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Sincerely yours’ 
 
STANTEC CONSULTING SERVICES INC. 
 
 

 

Jeff Olszewski, PLA, ASLA     Philip Katz, P.E. 
Associate      Associate 
Jeff.olszewski@stantec.com    Philip.katz@stantec.com 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Jeff.olszewski@stantec.com
jolszewski
Signature

jolszewski
Phil Katz
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By signing this proposal, City of Norwalk authorizes Stantec to proceed with the additional 
services herein described and will be bound by the previously authorized Agreement by and 
Between the City of Norwalk, the Norwalk Transit District and Stantec Consulting Services, Inc. 
for the provision of engineering and landscape architecture design services for the Norwalk 
River Valley Trail-Phase 2, Norwalk, CT dated August 28, 2015.  All fees noted herein will be 
paid for by the City of Norwalk. 

 

Accepted and agreed to for the City of Norwalk by:  

 

 

 

________________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Signature      Name (please print) 

 

 

 

________________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Title (please print)      Date 
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