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CITY OF NORWALK  
PLANNING COMMITTEE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 

MAY  5, 2011  
 
 
ATTENDANCE:  Douglas Hempstead, Chair; Andrew Conroy, Carvin Hilliard (6:40 pm), 

Clyde Mount, Kelly Straniti, John Tobin. 
 
STAFF:  Thomas Hamilton, Director of Finance;  

Norwalk Redevelopment Agency: Tim Sheehan, Michael Moore 
 
OTHERS:             
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mr. Hempstead called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  
 

 
 
 

Choice Neighborhoods Program  
 
Ms. Candice Mayer, Norwalk Housing Authority presented an overview of the Choice 
Neighborhoods Program and  a draft of the memorandum of understanding.  Mr. Moore 
provided an overview and presented the following summary: 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Mr. Sheehan stated that there were several corrections and he submitted written changes to 
be made into the minutes, as follows: 
 
 

 
 
**MR. TOBIN MOVED TO SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSISTANCE ACT PROGRAM FOR MAY 25, 2011 AT 7:00 P.M.
  
 
**  MR. CONROY MOTIONED TO TABLE THE MINUTES FROM THE 

APRIL, 2011  MEETING, PENDING REVIEW OF CORRECTIONS AS 
SUBMITTED BY MR. SHEEHAN. 

**  THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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Economic Development Updates 
 
POKO:  Mr. Sheehan stated that there has been an extension requested on the March 14 
deadline; Mr. Hempstead asked why, and Mr. Sheehan replied that there was no indication 
as to the reason for this extension.  He added that he does know that all of the complex 
financing is not in place, and Mr. Hempstead stated that he would prefer to only approve a 
90 or 180 day extension—in other words, keep the leash short to be sure it is a real deal.  
Mr. Sheehan stated that there should be performance measures for the developer, and Mr. 
Hempstead stated that he wants to see proof of intent with a letter from the state agency or 
from the financial supporter.  Mr. Sheehan stated that according to the LDA a letter from 
the agency has been provided to Corporation Counsel.  He closed by saying he will have 
this on the agenda for the next meeting. 
 
SELIGSON:  Mr. Sheehan stated that he would like delay any action on this project until 
May due to the number of items on the Committee’s plate in April with the CDBG process 
and Capital Budget. 
 
95-7:  Mr. Sheehan stated that there is no change with the bank status, and as discussed last 
month they are working on providing a timeline of expectations and project status.  
 
West Avenue:  Mr. Sheehan stated that the City has decided not to open North Water 
Street, which he refers to as Reed Street.  He stated that the lights are installed but are still 
not on, and according to Mike Yozak, the circuit boxes are on order.  He added that DPW 
has claimed that it is a Deering issue and not the DPW, but regardless, he feels that this is a 
huge safety issue.   
He explained that the center divider is not clearly marked, and if someone who is 
unfamiliar turns off the I-95 exit, they could easily end up in that lane straddling the 
divider.  He added that he does not understand why this has happened, and is hoping that 
DPW addresses this issue immediately. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
There was no old business discussed. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Mr. Hempstead called for a motion to enter into Executive Session for the purpose of 
discussing an update of real estate negotiations. 
  
**  MR. CONROY MOTIONED TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING AN UPDATE OF THE REAL 
ESTATE NEGOTIATIONS 

**  THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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The meeting went into Executive Session at 9:50 p.m. and was reconvened into public 
session at 10:30 p.m.  There were no votes or actions taken. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

** MS. STRANITI MOVED TO ADJOURN. 
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:35 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, Marilyn Knox, Telesco Secretarial Services 


