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CITY OF NORWALK
FAIR RENT COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING
JULY 12, 2023

VIA TELECONFERENCE

ATTENDANCE: John Church, Chair; Lunse Constant; Peter Halladay; Samuel Pride,
Brenda Penn Williams

STAFF: Carlos Duque, Fair Rent Coordinator; AnaVivian Estrella, Human
Services Supervisor; Atty. Russell Lisko

CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Church called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m. and noted those in attendance as indicated 
above. A quorum was present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING - June 7, 2023
The following correction was made to the minutes:
Correct the spelling of Mr. Halladay’s name throughout

** MR. PRIDE MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AS CORRECTED
** MS. PENN-WILLIAMS SECONDED.
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

CHAIR’S REPORT

Mr. Church thanked the members for moving the meeting so that he could attend the fireworks 
display by the City.  He acknowledged the on-going issues on the need for affordable housing, and 
the Commission provides the place for families to report issues.

Ms. Penn Williams noted that people can’t find apartments and the rent is so high, and something 
needs to be done in this City.

4. COORDINATOR’S REPORT

Mr. Duque reported that in the last three months, he has been able to help around 280 families and 
over 40 renewals this season.  He spoke of the tenants’ feeling they are forced to renew despite 
their intention to move, as there is no time to secure other housing in this market. 



City of Norwalk
Fair Rent Commission
July 12, 2023

Page 2 of 5

Review, Discussion, and Motions on Open Cases
a. 1821-23

** MR. PRIDE MOVED TO APPROVE THE STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR NO 
ACTION.

** MS. PENN WILLIAMS SECONDED THE MOTION
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

b. 1823-23

** MR. PRIDE MOVED TO APPROVE THE STAFF RECOMMENDATION TO CLOSE 
THE CASE.
** MS. PENN WILLIAMS SECONDED THE MOTION
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
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There was discussion on the fact that since there has been a lack of response, it would be best to 
pursue a hearing, rather than prolong the no action.  It was agreed to schedule a hearing at the next 
month’s meeting and to move up the time to 6:00 p.m.

** MR. PRIDE MOVED TO SCHEDULE A HEARING ON THE CASE.
** MS. PENN WILLIAMS SECONDED THE MOTION
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

** MR. PRIDE MOVED TO APPROVE THE STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR NO 
ACTION.

** MS. PENN WILLIAMS SECONDED THE MOTION
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
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6. Presentation of New Cases

** MR. PRIDE MOVED TO APPROVE THE STAFF RECOMMENDATION TO HEAR 
THE CASE.

** MS. CONSTANT SECONDED THE MOTION.
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Mr. Church noted that he would recuse himself if the Commission felt there was a conflict as his 
brother had formerly represented the Property Management.  He further explained that his 
brother does not represent or have any business with the client at this time.  Attorney 
Liskov stated that there was no need to recuse, and the members agreed.

** MR. PRIDE MOVED TO APPROVE THE STAFF RECOMMENDATION TO HEAR 
THE CASE.

** MR. HALLADAY SECONDED THE MOTION.
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
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** MR. PRIDE MOVED TO APPROVE THE STAFF RECOMMENDATION TO HEAR 
THE CASE.

** MR. HALLADAY SECONDED THE MOTION.
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

** MR. PRIDE MOVED TO APPROVE THE STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR NO 
ACTION.

** MS. PENN WILLIAMS SECONDED THE MOTION
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

7. OLD BUSINESS -There was no old business.

8. NEW BUSINESS
The Commissioners discussed the brunch scheduled at Pinstripes for July 23.  An email with 
details will be forthcoming.

9. ADJOURNMENT

** MR. HALLADAY MOVED TO ADJOURN.
** MS. PENN-WILLIAMS SECONDED THE MOTION.
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

There was no further business, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:07 p.m

Respectfully submitted,

M. Knox
Telesco Secretarial Services




