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CITY OF NORWALK 

FINANCE/CLAIMS COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING 

MARCH 10, 2016 
 

ATTENDANCE: John Kydes, Chair; Travis Simms, Shannon O'Toole-Giandurco, 

   Nick Sacchinelli, Douglas Hempstead (7:06 p.m.) 

 

STAFF:  Fred Gilden, Comptroller; Lisa Biagiarelli, Tax Collector 

 

OTHERS:  Mr. Scott Bassett, Auditor 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mr. Kydes called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.   A quorum was present.  

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

There was no one from the public present who wished to address the Committee at this 

time.  

 

Mr. Hempstead joined the meeting at 7:06 p.m. 

 

APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FOLLOWING FINANCE  

COMMITTEE MEETING 

 February 11, 2016 

 

** MR. SIMMS MOVED THE MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 11, 2016. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

 February 18, 2016 

 

** MS. O'TOOLE-GIANDURCO MOVED THE MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 18, 

2016 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

CLAIMS COMMITTEE: RECEIVE THE MONTH CLAIMS REPORT; REVIEW 

AND APPROVE CLAIMS AS REQUIRED FOR CLAIMS REPORT DATED: 

MARCH 1, 2016 

 

Ms. Biagiarelli said that there were no large claims for Committee approval, so the report 

was for the Committee's Information only.  She gave a quick overview of the 

information.  
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Narrative on Tax Collections dated March 10, 2016 - Receive Report and discuss.  

Ms, Biagiarelli reviewed her report with the Committee.  (See attached.) 

 

Mr. Hempstead asked how bankruptcy issues were handled.  Ms. Biagiarelli said that 

these were very difficult and that the City is treated the same as any other debtor.  

 

MONTHLY TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT - RECEIVE REPORT AND 

DISCUSS: JANUARY 31, 2016 
 

Ms. Biagiarelli presented her report. There were no questions from the Committee.  

 

PRESENTATION: JUNE 30, 2015 FINANCIAL AUDIT 

 

Mr.  Gilden introduced Mr. Scott Bassett, who performed the annual audit on the City’s 

finances.  

 

Mr. Bassett then said that he had made a presentation to the Audit Committee a few 

weeks ago.  Mr. Gilden asked Mr. Bassett to come in and present an overview of the 

audit process. Mr. Bassett explained that he was an outside auditor and that in their 

reviews of the City, the final report has always been that the City has done well.  

Norwalk produces a CAFR report, which lists some of the benchmarks that the City has 

attained. His firm handles about 30 municipalities in the State.   

 

Mr. Bassett then reviewed the key points outlined on the "Highlights of Norwalk FY 

2015 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report. (See Attached.) He explained that the 

GASB standards had changed recently and this change would be reflected in the figures.  

 

Mr. Hempstead asked if the WPCA and the Parking Authority revenues were included in 

the City's Assets.  Mr. Bassett said that they were, but they were not included in the City's 

General Fund. Their revenue remains in their funds.  

 

Mr. Hempstead asked if the Internal Service Fund included both the City and the Board 

of Education.  Mr. Gilden said that it included both the City and the BOE.   

 

Mr. Bassett said that the full 160 page audit document was posted on the web. There is 

also an executive summary called a MDA, which is a six page report that presents the 

highlights. He pointed out that having the accurate numbers takes a great deal of work.   

 

Mr. Hempstead said that there were always recommendations.  He asked Mr. Bassett to 

highlight this year's recommendation.  Mr. Bassett said that there were not many and 

gave a quick run down on the various areas.  

 

Mr. Sacchinelli asked about the internal controls.  Mr. Bassett said that while they don't 

issue fines for those, but they do communicate any deficiencies to the management.  
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Control testing is part of what the service provides.  He added that the full blown report is 

presented at the January Audit meeting.  

 

Mr. Hempstead asked how Norwalk is rated.  Mr. Bassett said that because of the OPEB 

funding decision made a number of years ago, the City is in a good position.  The 

auditors look at certain things to determine their bonding rate.  Norwalk has scored 

favorable in terms of the financial benchmarks.  

 

Mr. Kydes asked how many municipalities the company serviced.  Mr. Bassett said that 

they have 30 accounts in Connecticut and over 1,500 nationwide.  

 

RECEIVE OAK HILLS AUTHORITY MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

FOR JANUARY 31, 2016. 

 

Mr. Gilden said that the Authority was still in their winter season and they still have a 

positive cash flow. Mr. Kydes said he noticed that the warmer weather having an effect 

on the water bill.  

 

Mr. Hempstead said that the report was only through the end of January.  He asked Mr. 

Gilden if the Authority was in a better position this year.  Mr. Gilden said that he 

believed so since the Authority had not come back to the City to request a loan.  The 

reduction in debt service helped the Authority a great deal.  

 

Authorize the Mayor, Harry W. Rilling, to submit an application to the State of 

Connecticut for grant funds provided under the State of Connecticut's Local 

Capital Improvement Fund for 2016 Local Capital Improvement Program 

($638,740 - 2016 Entitlement). 

 

** MR. SACCHINELLI MOVED THE ITEM.  

 

Mr. Gilden said that this was done every year.  The LoCIP funds are usually designated 

for paving.  Other towns keep the funds until they have a large capital project. Mr. 

Hempstead said that he had noticed that almost every year the amount has remained flat.  

Mr. Gilden said that it had not increased during the last ten years.  

 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

RECEIVE BOARD OF ESTIMATE AND TAXATION APPROPRIATION 

DATED: May 7, 2016 
 

Fiscal Year 2015-2016: 

 

1. Resolved, that a sum not to exceed $26,567 be and the same is hereby transferred 

from contingency to the Registrar of Voters Department to cover the costs of 
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Primary Election, training and back-up batteries for voting machines in various 

accounts. (Account # Various) 

 

Mr. Gilden gave a brief overview of how the funding was handled for primaries.  

 

2. Resolved that a sum not to exceed $13,035 be and the same is hereby transferred 

to the Police Department Special Services Division overtime and State and Federal 

Reimbursements due to Increased Estimated Revenues (Accounts #01-3035-5120). 

 

Mr. Gilden and Mr. Hempstead explained that there are times when the Federal 

Government may request the use of some of the local police officers. The State and 

Federal reimbursements usually are in smaller sums, but this particular reimbursement is 

a larger amount.  

 

** MR. HEMPSTEAD MOVED BOTH ITEM 1 AND 2. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

** MR. SACCHINELLI MOVED TO ADJOURN. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

S. L. Soltes 

Telesco Secretarial Services 








