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CITY OF NORWALK
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

APRIL 19, 2011

ATTENDANCE: Carol Andreoli, Chairperson; Richard A. Moccia, Mayor; 
Lawrence Reilly, Michael Coffee, Chris King.

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 5:07 p.m. by Ms. Andreoli.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  JANUARY 26, 2011 MEETING

**  COMMISSIONER COFFEE MOTIONED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF 
THE JANUARY 26, 2011 MEETING AS SUBMITTED. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

ACTION ITEMS

Assistant Chief Reilly stated that there was equipment swap for action and presented a resolution 
for approval of the exchange of surplus equipment between the Norwalk Fire Department and 
Hudson Fire Department.  He explained that this was routine procedure and requested the 
Mayor’s signature.

**  COMMISSIONER COFFEE MOTIONED TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING 
RESOLUTION:

BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE NORWALK BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 
HEREBY APPROVES THE EXCHANGE OF SURPLUS EQUIPMENT 
BETWEEN THE NORWALK FIRE DEPARTMENT AND HUDSON FIRE 
DEPARTMENT; WHEREBY THE NORWALK FIRE DEPARTMENT WILL 
TRANSFER A 1984 PEMFAB CHASSIS WITH A RESCUE BODY TO THE 
HASTINGS FIRE DEPARTMENT, AND THE HASTINGS ON HUDSON FOR 
DEPARTMENT WILL TRANSFER A 1985 TRACTOR DRAWN AERIAL TO 
THE NORWALK FIRE DEPARTMENT.  THIS IS CONSIDERED TO BE AN 
EXCHANGE OF EQUAL VALUE AND NO TRANSFER OF FUNDS OR OTHER 
CONSIDERATION IS INCLUDED.  BOTH PARTIES AGREE TO ACCEPT THE 
CONDITION OF EQUIPMENT ‘AS IS’ AND EACH PARTY ACKNOWLEDGES 
THAT THE OTHER HAS MADE NO REPRESENTATION AS TO THE 
CONDITION, ROAD WORTHINESS OR SUITABILITY FOR ANY 
PARTICULAR USE OF THE EQUIPMENT.  

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT
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Assistant Chief Reilly presented the budget reports and stated that everything was on target and 
they are anticipating a slight surplus versus the budget, as overtime charges are tracking below 
last year.  He added that there was one minor issue which was an upcoming transfer of $22,000 
from salaries to cover over a one-time inventory procedure that is necessary.

ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT

Assistant Chief Reilly presented the Operations Report (as listed below) and Mayor Moccia 
commented on the major fire of 3/28 on Powder Horn Road.  He explained that the reason for the 
fire is attributed to an outdoor stove that was vented through the deck and he added that fines are 
being processed for this violation of such unpermitted use.

FIRE STATION PROJECT REPORT

Assistant Chief Reilly stated that everything is in place with the relocation of operations and the 
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realignment of personnel and equipment with the move of the ladder truck from Broad River to 
West Avenue and the Rescue Truck to Broad River.  He explained that this shift equalizes 
equipment and personnel, strengthens the core unit at West Avenue, and improves the capability 
of response to the Cranbury area.  He added that the relocation plan reflects a reorganization of 
the stations, and the intention is to equalize the personnel, equipment and strengthen response 
capability.  He added that final specs are to be sent out to bid next week and advanced to contract 
awarding by June 2, with construction scheduled to begin September 22.  Mayor Moccia 
requested that the use of local people should be encouraged considering that the city 
unemployment rate is 8.8%.    

Emergency Management

Assistant Chief Reilly stated that Ms. Deluca could not attend, but that at last week’s Public 
Safety Committee meeting there was a discussion of a refresher workshop of the Emergency 
Management Preparedness Plan scheduled for the beginning of June.  

Training Report
Deputy Officer King reviewed the following:

FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE

The Fire Marshal was not in attendance and there was the Inspector’s Activity Summary report 
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was reviewed, as included in the agenda packet.

UNION PRESIDENT REPORT

The Union President was not present. There was no report.

OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business to report.

NEW BUSINESS

Mayor Moccia announced that a new boat has been purchased through a DEMS grant due to the 
coordinated efforts by the City of Bridgeport in exchange for Norwalk’s emergency assistance 
offer to Bridgeport.  Assistant Chief Riley added that the boat is 34ft. and will be authorized by 
Common Council approval in May, with the grant funds to follow as reimbursement.  He 
explained that it should be operational by July/August and most likely will be docked at 
Veteran’s Park.  

PERSONNEL

** COMMISSIONER COFFEY MOVED TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSION OF PERSONNEL ITEMS.

** MS. ANDREOLI SECONDED.
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 6:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Knox
Telesco Secretarial Services


